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BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

Moosomin’s Greg and Nancy Apshk-
rum will be watching the Winter Olym-
pics more closely than most.

Their niece, Brooke Apshkrum, will
be competing in the women’s luge
competition February 12 and 13 in Py-
eongchang.

At age 18, Brooke is extremely young
for an Olympic luge team. Her team-
mates are Kimberly McRae, 25, and Alex
Gough, 30.

Her father Mark grew up in Carlyle
and lived in Moosomin for a few years
in the 1980s before the oil industry took
the family to Calgary, then back to Sas-
katchewan from 2003-2008, then back to
Calgary.

Brooke started school in Saskatche-
wan, and completed high school in 2017
at the special sports school at Canada’s
Olympic Park in Calgary.

“She was always athletic,” Mark says.
“While we were in Saskatchewan she
was always taking dance classes and
martial arts like Kung Fu. When we
moved back to Calgary then she really
wasn’t crazy about dance. We had some
neighbors who were good friends of
ours and some of their children started
(luge). The magic age to do it or try it
out was 10 years old and when she was
nine she said ‘okay I want to do this.”
We told her alright but you have to be 10
and we were actually kind of hoping she
would forget about it when she did turn
10. But once she turned 10 she said ‘I can
go to luge now, eh?” And so she tried it
out and that was it. She said this is what
I want to do. She has been doing it since
she was 10.

“She joined a team here with the Cal-
gary Luge Club. They have a develop-
ment squad. She progressed very quick-

y. By tclge time she was in development
she obviously had some talent in it that
was spotted pretty early and by the time
she was 13 or 14 she had already made
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the Junior National Team at quite an
early age and by the time she was 17 she
was on the Senior National Team.”

Becoming part of the Senior National
Team at such a young age is unusual,
but not unheard of.

“Alex Gough, our top luger—she
is the one that has the most medals in
Canada for luge—she started at that
age also, but usually they are at least 20
years old before they are on the national
team in Canada,” says Mark

“Brooke has shown promise and she
has gone through the development quite
quickly and made the National Junior
team and from there proceeded to do
quite well in it.

“She won gold in the Youth Olympic
Games in Lillehammer, so she was 16 at
that point.

“That was quite something to see her
do so well.

“We were in Lillechammer when she
did that and we’ve been to Austria to
watch Junior World Championships.

“We travelled all the way there to
watch her crash on her second run but
that’s the sport,” Mark says with a laugh.

“We got to watch her train. Whenever
we have the opportunity we will go out
there and watch.”

Brooke’s parents are looking forward
to watching her at the Pyongchang
Olympics.

“We wouldn’t miss it,” says Mark. “I
think we might be on the finish dock—
the place where you can cheer your ath-
lete on—for maybe one run so far.”

ﬁe as a spectator sport consists of
watching athletes fly by at 140 km/h,
but many venues have stands set up
close to the finish line.

“For most of the big events they have
big screens everywhere and you can
watch them at any place of the track
usually and then from that point you
can watch them on the screen.”

Continued on page 33 v
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Crlcket the burrowmg owl.
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Burrowing owl visits MacLeod

Students at MacLeod El-
ementary School in Moo-
somin got a chance to get
up close and personal with
an endangered species—a
burrowing owl—on Tues-
day.

Lori Johnson, the Owl
Co-ordinator at the Sas-
katchewan Burrowing
Owl Interpretive Centre
in Moose Jaw, visited the
school with Cricket, one
of the centre’s 10 burrow-
ing owls. Children got a
chance to learn more about
the owls, and ask ques-
tions.

The Saskatchewan Bur-
rowing Owl Interpretive
Centre was created to help
promote the conservation
of the endangered Burrow-
ing Owl and their prairie
habitat through education,
stewardship and eco-tour-
ism. Part of that includes a
travelling educational pro-
gram.

One of the main prob-
lems facing burrowing

27

Lori Johnson lets students take a close look at Cricket during his visit.

owls is the loss of habitat
that they need to survive,
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and Johnson pointed out
to students that the biggest
threat to that habitat and to
the species is human activ-

Over the past 10 years,
Saskatchewan has ~been
losing burrowing owls at
a rate of about 22 per cent
per year.

Burrowing owls live in
open grassland areas in
western North America. In
Canada they are currently
restricted to the southern
areas of Saskatchewan and
Alberta. Since the early
1900s, much of the western
Canadian prairie has been
cultivated for agriculture.

Agricultural crops don’t
provide the habitat that
burrowing owls require,
so the owls are restricted
to the small fragments of
prairie that remain as cattle
pastures. In much of south-
ern Saskatchewan, these
small cattle pastures are

Sons

part of the
family
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the last remaining refuge
for burrowing owls.

In addition to grass-
lands, burrowing owls
also need burrows to nest
in. Since they don’t dig
their own burrows, they
must rely on animals like
prairie dogs, badgers, and
gophers to dig holes for
them. However, these ani-
mals are often seen as pests
and are killed—sometimes
with poisons that can kill
the owls.

Some of the burrow-
ing owls at the Burrowing
Owl Interpretive Centre
have been born in captiv-
ity there, while others were
born in the wild and can
not be released back into
the wild due to injuries.

Children could not touch
Cricket when he came to
visit last week, but at the
end of the presentation
they were allowed to take
a close look at him.
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Bonk says proposal would harm Sask economy

Feds to impose carbon tax, give funds to individuals

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

The federal government came up with a new poli-
cy on its carbon tax, saying that if Saskatchewan and
other provinces don’t come up with their own form of
a carbon tax, the federal government will impose a car-
bon tax on them and redistribute the proceeds to indi-
viduals, with the feds giving provinces until March 31
to have a plan in place.

Ottawa has promised that revenue from a federal
backstop carbon price will go back to the provinces it
comes from. But a draft legislative proposal released
Monday indicates that the money could go either to the
provinces like Saskatchewan that don’t have their own
carbon tax, or to individuals.

This isn’t the first time the federal government has
suggested it could distribute carbon tax revenue to in-
dividuals, but the first time the proposal has been in-
cluded in draft legislation.

“We’re evaluating how best to return the revenue—
for example, by giving it directly back to individuals
and businesses in the province,” Environment Min-
ister Catherine McKenna told reporters last May The
federal government came up with a new policy on its
carbon tax last week, saying that if Saskatchewan and
other provinces don’t come up with their own form of
a carbon tax, the federal government will impose a car-
bon tax on them and redistribute the proceeds to indi-
viduals, with the feds giving provinces until March 31
to have a plan in place.

Ottawa has promised that revenue from a federal
backstop carbon price will go back to the provinces it
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comes from. But a draft legislative proposal released
Monday indicates that the money could go either to the
provinces like Saskatchewan that don’t have their own
carbon tax, or to individuals.

This isn’t the first time the federal government has
suggested it could distribute carbon tax revenue to in-
dividuals, but the first time the proposal has been in-
cluded in draft legislation.

“We're evaluating how best to return the revenue—
for example, by giving it directly back to individuals
and businesses in the province,” Environment Minister
Catherine McKenna told reporters last May. The fed-
eral carbon tax will apply to those provinces that don’t
have their own. Quebec, Ontario, Alberta and British
Columbia already have carbon prices in place. Mani-
toba has announced it will levy a $25-per-tonne carbon
tax this year, while Nova Scotia is planning for a cap-
and-trade system.

But Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall said he will
take the federal government to court if it tries to im-
pose a carbon tax.

Environment and Climate Change Canada estimate
that the federal backstop would generate $260 million
in revenue from Saskatcﬁewan if applied in 2018, rising
to $1.3 billion in 2022 (more than $1,000 per resident).
A document from Environment and Climate Change
Canada, dated April 2017, estimates that total revenue
from the federal carbon tax would equal nearly $3 bil-
lion in 2022, if it were applied to all six provinces that
don’t yet have their own.

The government also released new details Monday
about how it intends to price pollution from industrial
emitters. According to a regulatory framework, major
facilities in sectors like oil and gas, mining, and food
processing will pay a carbon price only if they emit
above a certain threshold—an attempt to preserve their
competitiveness.

“This approach thus minimizes the risk that busi-
nesses could move from Canada to jurisdictions that
do not price carbon,” the framework says.

But Conservative environment critic Ed Fast said the
framework shows the government is listening to big
emitters, but is doing little to protect small- and medi-
um-sized businesses.

“They’ll be facing very similar challenges to some of
the big emitters. It’s just that their size isn’t significant
enough to the point where the federal government is
prepared to go to bat for them,” he said. “We have a
government in the United States that is very much fo-
cused on reducing the tax burden on business, that’s
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very much focused on reducing energy costs. In Cana-
da we're going the opposite direction.”

Moosomin MLA Steven Bonk said the provincial
government still plans to challenge the feds in court,
and he doesn’t believe the federal government will be
able to impose a carbon tax on Saskatchewan.

He said the reasoning behind the carbon tax, and the
latest government announcement that it will give the
Laxes raised to individuals, doesn't make any sense to

im.

“For one thing we just don’t understand the whole
concept behind this,” he said. “Carbon tax has been
proven to not reduce emissions and if you're going to
just turn around and give the money back, what is the
point in the first place? And we already have a made-
in-Saskatchewan plan that will seriously address the
problems of climate change, boost our technological
sector, agricultural sector and not involve a tax, so that
is a position of our government. We are willing to take
this matter to court if we have to.”

Bonk said the provincial government is looking at
the draft legislation released.

“Our justice officials are reviewing the draft federal
legislation right now and we're not even sure thi%/ can
impose a tax on the province of Saskatchewan, that is
step number one. Further to that we have a made in
Saskatchewan climate change program which we know
will reduce emissions while not hurting the economy,
so that is what we are focused on in the moment.”

Bonk doesn’t expect the outcome of the Saskatch-
ewan Party Leadership race to affect the province’s
stance.

“Any common sense person knows that a federally
imposed carbon tax on the province of Saskatchewan
doesn’t make sense,” he said.

Bonk said the province has made its position clear to
the federal government.

“We're in constant communication with the federal
government and on this issue we just simply disagree
and the federal government asked each province to put
together a climate change plan. We have done so. We
think we have a great plan. Like I said, it will reduce
emissions without hurting our economy and it is ac-
tually a results-oriented plan opposed to a flat carbon
tax. We're confident in our position and we’re willing
to take the federal government to court over this.”

Does Bonk think the dispute will actually end up in
court?

Continued on page 31 v
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Breach of Conditions:

February 2018

Byron Harpold arrested, held in custody

Photos of Byron Harpold from two separate Facebook accounts.

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

An ongoing investigation into an individual breaching
his conditions not to access the internet or possess a phone
resulted in the arrest of a 53-year-old man in Moosomin
last week.

Byron Douglas Harpold has been charged with five
counts of Breaching his Undertaking and remains in cus-
tody.
Harpold was arrested Tuesday on Main Street in down-
town Moosomin.

Harpold had been released from prison after serving
his latest sentence—three years for committing indecent
acts—and returned to Moosomin.

Moosomin RCMP received a complaint against him in
the time since he has been out of prison.

“We received a complaint from a member of the public
we were following up on,” said Cpl. Brian Fleming of the
Moosomin RCMP.

Harpold has served prison sentences and has been sub-
ject to various conditions due to previous convictions for
indecency and possession of child pornography.

By court order, Harpold is banned from using a comput-
er or being near children for the rest of his life.

He is not permitted to be in any public place where chil-
dren are expected to be, and is not allowed to work with
anyone under the age of 16.

He is not allowed to access the internet or have a phone.

Harpold grew up in Whitewood, where his first crimi-
nal activity was trashing a library, and worked in Alberta
where he had his first convictions for possession of child
pornography.

He returned to the area several years ago and worked
for a construction company in Kipling. He currently lives
in Moosomin, where his parents had retired.

His most recent conviction was in 2014, when he was
convicted of flashing customers at a Wal-Mart in Weyburn
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on multiple occasions. On one occasion he exposed himself
to two teenage girls in the store. He pleaded guilty to com-
mitting indecent acts in that case. He was arrested at the
store after a struggle with police.

During his sentencing in that case, Harpold told the
court he was remorseful and embarrassed for his actions.

He said exposing himself was a problem for 15 years,
and he wanted to understand the overpowering urge.

He told the judge he had not received counselling for the
problem when he had been incarcerated on previous occa-
sions, but he wanted to pursue counselling. He was sen-
tenced to three years in prison for the Wal-Mart incidents.

He had previous convictions for indecent acts, as well as
for possessing child pornography.

In January, 2004, Harpold was charged with possessing
child pornography in Rocky Mountain House, Alberta.

On February 15, 2006, Harpold was arrested in Hinton,
Alberta, after several people came forward and indicated
they had seen a man performing sexual acts in a car by
himself.

Police in Hinton got a search warrant against Harpold
and found 16 videos and 90 photos of children in sexual
situations.

He was released on bail, but breached his terms by mov-
ing to Edmonton and renting a trailer across the street from
the Wild Waters Park, where children regularly play.

Police searched his new residence and found a digital
camcorder, a laptop, and hundreds of photos and videos
showing children in sexually provocative poses.

In 2007, Harpold pleaded guilty to breaching the con-
ditions of his recognizance, when he failed to report to
RCMP and failed to reside within Drayton Valley, Alberta,
as directed by his probation officer.

Instead, Harpold moved to Fort McMurray and claimed
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he had no cell service in the work camps, so he couldn’t
inform his probation officer.

Alberta provincial court judge Marilyn White noted at
that time that Harpold had probationary breaches on his
record from 1988, 1999, 2000, and 2004. She sentenced him
to 180 days in custody at that point.

In 2008, he was sentenced to 43 months in prison for
phossessing child pornography, breach of recognizance and
theft.

He only served 25 months of the 43 month sentence after
receiving credit for time served in pretrial custody.

Provincial court judge Darlene Wong, in addition to
handing down the 43-month sentence at that time, ordered
that Harpold be monitored by the sex offender registry for
10 years after his release from prison, and that Harpold
supply DNA to the authorities.

As of press time, Harpold remained in custody in York-
ton following his arrest.

bstick Travel & Tours
Call 306-763-7415 or
1-800-665-0171 Toll Free

HAWAII CRUISE AND LAND TOUR
Jan 24 - Feb 7 2018

15 Day tour in what manv cal,

in Honolulig @‘l—r) i - I
stopping aS 2 mrrss along lhe way. This tour is

priced right, so don’t miss out!

IRELAND THROUGH IRISH EYES WITH
MONICA BAYDA
May 1 - 17, 2018

Monica invites you to come awav v‘ﬁTl a mystical

journey to het beauigl ely trip that
visits histo! @L‘ pencnceb the Irish culture.

Monica’s sm.cﬁmary from Co Tipperary will join Monica
on this fabulous journey through lreland.

2018 QUILTING ESCAPE TOUR
May 23 - June 5, 2018
14 days to experience Lake Louise, Pacific coastline,
Coquihalla Highway, Cathedral Grove, Bow Falls and
Canadian Rockies. Enjoy guided city tours of Victoria and
Vancouver. Spend time at Butchart Gardens, Chemainus
Murals, Duncan Totem Poles and Fort Langley. Stop at
the Last Spike of the Canadian Pacific Railway and Castle
Mountain Camp Internment memorial. And 3-day quilting
show in Vancouver.

EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISE (WITH STAYS
IN BUDAPEST AND AMSTERDAM)
Sept 12 - 30, 2018
Do not miss out on this exciting 19-day tour. You will
have one night in beautiful Budapest before embarking
on your 14-day River Cruise. As you float down the
beautiful European River systems including the Danube
and the Rhine, you will experience truly unique cultural
experiences in Hungary, Austria, Germany and Holland
without having to pack and repack. Take this trip off your
bucket list today!

MARITIME! NEWFOUNDLAND WITH A
TOUCH OF LABRADOR
Sept 13 — Oct 14, 2018 (Fiy Option Available)
Tours of Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City, Cabot Trail,
PE, Bonavista, St John’s, Labrador, Norstead, L’Anse
aux Meadows Viking Village, Halifax, Peggy’s Cove, St
John NB, Kingston, Toronto, Niagara Falls. Taste some
traditional foods, walk on the ocean floor of Hope Well
Rocks, dabble your toes in the ocean while on Prince
Edward Island along the redsandy beaches.

MUSIC TOUR
BRANSON, MEMPHIS & NASHVILLE
Nov 15 - 30, 2018
16 day tour taking you to Branson, Memphis, Nashville,
Pigeon Forge, Louisville and Indianapolis. See the
Fantastic Caverns, Silver Dollar City, Million Dollar
Quartet, Hughes Brothers and Dublin Irish Tenors &
Celtic Ladies, Graceland, Country Music Hall of Fame,
Grand Ole Opry, Dollywood, Gatlinburg, Kentucky Derby
Racetrack, Louisville Slugger Museum, city tours of
Memphis, Nashville and Indianapolis.

UPCOMING TOURS
« Norsk Hostfest — 2018
« Hawaii Land Tour & Cruise — 2019
« Baltic Cruise — 2019

Phone Dana at Lobstick Tours for more tour information!

All tours are Professionally Hosted & include most gratuities
for the hosts, driver and local expert guides.

www.lobstick.ca Come live your Dreams with us.
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Bonk says proposal would harm Sask economy

Feds to impose carbon tax, give funds to individuals

v Continued from page 29

“So far, the federal government does not have legisla-
tion in place at all regarding their climate change plan,
so we will see what happens. We are definitely prepared
to go if we have to.

“It (the carbon tax) would definitely hurt our econ-
omy,” he said. “It would take over two billion dollars
out of our economy every year. That is something that
hasn’t happened yet and we feel quite strongly about
our proposition, and we will keep fighting for the peo-
ple of the province.”

The proposed output-based standards would apply
to facilities that emit more than 50,000 tonnes of carbon
dioxide annually. Within each industrial sector, the gov-

Govt approves

ernment will come up with a national average of emis-
sions intensity. Facilities that emit less than 30 per cent
below the national average will receive a credit from the
federal government. All those above that threshold will
pay the federal carbon price on emissions that exceed
the threshold.

Erin Flanagan, director of federal policy with the Pem-
bina Institute, said the approach is similar to the system
in place in Alberta. “There’ll be questions over the next
year about where exactly the rates are set and what’s
the magic number,” she said. “But from a principles per-
spective, I think they’re getting a lot of it right.”

Patrick McDonald, director of climate and innovation
with the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers,

said output-based standards can help protect trade-ex-
posed industries like oil and gas, but added that many
details of the federal plan have yet to be worked out.
“Implementation of t}l':n)ese must be done in a manner
that has full consideration of competitiveness,” he said.

Ottawa has given the provinces until the end of March
to decide if they want the federal backstop rather than
their own carbon prices. All provinces have until Sep-
tember to release the details of their own carbon pricing
plans, and the federal carbon tax will be imposed on any
outliers by Jan. 1, 2019.

The draft legislative proposals are open for comment
until Feb. 12, while the framework for industrial emit-
ters is open for comment until April 9.

reduced rate increases for SaskPower in 2018

After a thorough review, the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan has decided to ac-
cept the recommendation for a 3.5 per cent
rate increase for SaskPower, compared to
the original request of five per cent. The
government thanked the Saskatchewan
Rate Review Panel for their work.

As planned, the increase will come into
effect March 1. This represents an increase
of approximately $4 on monthly residential
power bills.

“Every year, SaskPower is keeping up
with new records of power consumption,

while working to keep power rates as low
as possible,” Minister Responsible for Sask-
Power Dustin Duncan said. “They face an
important challenge to maintain and grow
our power grid. With their revised fiscal
forecasts during the rate review period,
government agrees with the Rate Review
Panel that SaskPower can meet this chal-
lenge in 2018 with a lower increase. We will
continue to challenge SaskPower, and all
government agencies, to do more with less,
and compromising service to Saskatch-
ewan homes and businesses.”

In its rate application, SaskPower out-
lined the investment of the rate increase in
major maintenance and growth projects to
reduce the number and duration of power
outages; modernize the power grid; meet
the growing demand for more power; and
help SaskPower reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions by 40 per cent from 2005 levels,
by 2030.

“It's a balancing act that we take very
seriously,” SaskPower President and CEO
Mike Marsh said.

“Electricity is vital in all our lives and for

our economy. The power has to be on when
and where we need it. SaskPower also has
to be financially responsible with its opera-
tions. That's wa we’ve optimized our pro-
cesses, reduced administrative costs and
we plan to reduce this sEending by an ad-
ditional $142 million in the next three years
using various restraint measures. This 3.5
per cent will allow us to continue invest-
ing in the grid and we will investigate ad-
ditional ways to save money to compensate
for this lower-than-planned increase.”

Plain & Valley
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Get your
projects

done right &

N
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* Custom built homes / RTMs
* Interior and exterior finishing
+ Continuous eavestrough

Get in touch, get a quote, get it built!

Call 306-740-7795 or 306-740-7796
Esterhazy, SK

* Decks, concrete work and
home renovations

www.prairi

Ray Isaac Construction

= New Construction
= Renovations
= Additions

Bredenbury, SK

CELL:
306-621-5814
20ricon12@gmail.com

= Windows & Doors
= Exterior Finishing

SALES, SERVICE, AFFORDABILITY

/ORZ0S

AUTO

TRUCKS » CARS » SUVS

¢ Over 50 quality pre-owned
vehicles for all budgets

¢ Easy financing approvals
¢ Full service department

WWW.ZORZOSAUTO.CA

PH. 204-717-9990 | 1530 1st ST. N, BRANDON

Dealer Permit 4646

o JEWELRY & GOLDSMITHING SERVICES ©

Your jewelry store with a
full line of custom services!

CUSTOM DESIGN * PROFESSIONAL GOLDSMITHING
WATCH REPAIR * ENGRAVING SERVICES
CUSTOM LAZERING * SUBLIMATION * TROPHIES & AWARDS

630 Main St. W Moosomin, SK ‘W 306.435.2977

CAREY’S PLUMBING
& HEATING LTD.

Residential and Commercial

306-745-2486

Ask for Mike or Deb

Box 1901 = Esterhazy SK = SOA 0X0
Fax: 306-745-2252

o WINDOWS & DOORS ©

V. | Assiniboing

WINDOW & DOOR

QUICK RESPONSE » FREE ESTIMATES

Miniota, MB « assiniboinewd@outlook.com

204.851.5240
o [ 4 WeSTER pAs HUIOM JELD'WEN

REAL ESTATE

Moving to Manitoba?

204 8

carlamclean@royallepage.ca

DR Tree
Service

MMING & TREE REMOVAL

AeriallBucketiTrucky|kTreelSprayinal[§StumplRemovall

Murray Johnston
Journeyman Plumber

306-745-7034

24-HOUR ON CALL SERVICE

304 Sumner Street
PO Box 633
Esterhazy, SK

NIGCAL
p tme SOA 0X0

Commercial + Residential
Plumbing + Heating + Air Conditioning

MCMECHANICAL@SASKTEL.NET

o METAL RECYCLING ©

WE SPECIALIZE IN FARM YARD CLEAN UP
We clean up all types of scrap metal, batteries, rads, aluminum,
catalytic converters, autos and farm machinery.

TOP PRICES FOR SCRAP IRON
—IE CHAD BULYCH g
=7 o = 306219537044
R | TUNASK -

 SPRAY FOAM INSULATION/PROTECTIVE COATINGS

V ON
NDUSTRIES INC
INNOVATIVE PROTECTIVE TECHNOLOGY
- | * Spay Foam Insulation
| * Specialty Coating
(Deck & Concrete Floor Coating, Tank Liners, etc.)

306-740-9995

Tyler Tranberg
vei.tylertranberg@gmail.com

JJ Hoffmann
Trucking

Jacobus Hoffmann
Owner/Operator

Cell: 306-696-7152
Box 694 e+ Whitewood, SK

kobie700@gmail.com
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Brooke Apshkrum on the track.
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Apshkrums will be cheering hard this Winter Olympics

w Continued from page 25

Mark says it was difficult
to arrange the trip to the
Winter Olympics.

“It's been quite a chal-
lenge arranging travel. We
were trying and trying to
book something but you
couldn't get through to
anyone to book trains or
anything like that and we
couldn’t understand what
was going on at that point,”
he says.

“No one was available to
answer our questions and
you couldn’t book online
so we were kind of panick-
ing thinking is it booked
up. We finally got through
to someone who said there
was a big holiday and ev-
ethhing was closed for a
whole week, but we could
try again after the holiday.

“Yesterday my wife was
finally able to arrange the
transportation to and from
the airport and out to the
Olympic facilities.”

Mark said the family is
fortunate to have the Can-
ada Olympic Park facilities
in Calgary.

“We're” quite lucky that
when it became obvious
that she was good at the
sport and she was going to
be travelling overseas all
the time she had the facili-
ties here where she could
train. We enrolled her in
the National Sport School
which is at Canada Olym-
pic Park and they basically
arrange the classes to suit

[ S =

Brooke Apshkrum with her gold medal at the Junior Olympics in Lillehammer in 2016.

the athlete, depending on
their schedule for training
and competition.

“She was away well over
half of the year, so they ar-
range work, and things like
that can be done while she
was away, or else they post-
pone a lot of exams and a
lot of courses for the time
she was at home.

“When she got home she
was very, very busy and

F""

still having to train. When
she was home during her
high school years she was
pretty busy, her life was
busy all the time. When she
was away she was racing
and training and when she
was home she was training
and catching up on school.”

Brooke told JustSports in
an interview last week that
she is lookin%‘ forward to
competing at the Olympics.

“It's really exciting,” she
told JustSports. “It's kind
of weird because a lot of
our team is older and you’ll
have Alex (Gough) and
Kim (McRae) who are al-
ready established athletes
and at their peak. Then
they have someone like
me who's still developing
and gets this wonderful op-
portunity to do this at the
Olympic Games, which is

crazy.
“I'm really hoping to see
where my best performance
in that environment would
Elace me,” she explained. “I
aven’t been to a Games be-
fore so I don’t know what to
expect out of myself. I think
it’s best to focus on my per-
formance, the best that I can
do and build from there.
“The good thing with
luge is that our event is

early on, so we have the
rest of the time we're there
to enjoy it. Also, with any
competition environment,
you make choices as to
whatis a positive influence,
what's a good distraction at
times and then what are the
things that are a distraction
in a bad way, that would
bring you down. So I think
it's putting that into prac-
tice.”

The Vancouver Games in
2010 took Iglace around the
time Apshkrum took up
Luge. “There was a whole
buzz around Jon Montgom-
ery and skeleton and stuff
and people didn’t know
what luge was,” she began.
“I was like, oh this (skele-
ton) is a sliding sport, may-
beI'll do this for a while. But
then I tried luge and I really
liked it. I watched skeleton
in person and I thought, no,
T'd rather not do that. So T
stuck with luge.

“I've always been a thrill
seeker and I've always been
the person to take my to-
boggan to the top of the
hill and go down as a kid.
1 was also a dancer four
years before then and it
was really neat how it was
similar, co-ordination wise,
how your body moves, plus
the adrenalin factor and
the speed and the quick-
thinking put together—it
seemed right. It feels like
everything that I enjoy in
sport and movement in one

Sharing the Energy

Covering Southigast Saskatc hewon and Southwest Manitoba

1 - g -
Spearing Service T
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Don’t just tell them you

love them - show them

Get the best camera phones from
Today’s Electronics and capture the moment!

ﬂ—\/ " Furniture & Electronics Y
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK >
ﬂay@ 306.452.6309 AUTHORIZED DEALER

ENTERPRISES ¢/ LTD.
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Bernard Pranke of Superior Ag and Auto and Adam Brehaut with Hat Creek Welding completed the frame for a
miniature steel version of the Fleming Lake of the Woods grain elevator recently. Bernard said it is one of the larg-
est projects he has worked on, using about 4,000 pounds of steel. The replica is about one third the size of the real
elevator, which was destroyed by fire. The miniature elevator will be located at the site of the real elevator in Fleming.
Below: Adam Brehaut welding the frame. Inset below: Bernard Pranke with a mini paper replica of the elevator, from
which he drew the design for the steel replica.

INVENTORY

—SALE-

ON NOW UNTIL JANUARY 20I
DON'T FORGET

VALENTINE'S DAY!

: Call now to book your flower arrangement. :
Delwenes to Redvers, Storthoaks, Gainsborough & Carievale.
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WEDDING FLOWERS! X
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306-482-4007

104 NORTH ST. » CARNDUFF, SK

Award-Winning New Canadian Musical
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By Kelley Jo Burke and Jeffery Straker

8
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After running across Canada to raise money for children’s hospitals:

. L T

| =

amie McDonald r

Above, Elkhorn School students crowd around to purchase copies of
Jamie McDonald's book after he spoke about his run across Canada.

w Continued from page 3

“Right here in Elkhorn
I've reconnected with
Jolene and Chance and her
family and Tawnis so now
I'm seeing these same fac-
es again. The run comes
back  like it happened
yesterday once you start
meeting everyone again.”

McDonald says he has
high hopes for the book.

“After the run I ended
up spending two years
or more writing the book,
and I've got dyslexia, and
it was one of the biggest
challenges of my life. It's
now a best seller in Eng-
land, and what I've done
is put 100 per cent of the
royalties to charity. And
I'm really lucky—since
the run T've become a
motivational speaker, so
I get flown around the
world and I get paid really
well. So for me the book is
about giving back again
and kind of saying thank
you to Canada as well. I
am out here volunteering
my time and I just want to
say thank you. It is weird,
I'm seeing all these Cana-
dians and they are saying
‘thank you for what you
gave us for doing the run’
and I'm like ‘no, no, no
you don’t understand—
I couldn’t have made it
with out you.” ”

Why does he think the
book has become so popu-
lar?

“Because I have got dys-
lexia there are no fancy
words—it’s just my voice,
it is really simple. So that
is the common messages
I keep getting—that they
felt as though they could
run across Canada with

me.

The book was a chal-
lenge for McDonald.

“It took two and half
years. It was brutal. Run-
ning across Canada was
easy, writing a book not so
much.”

He says writing the
book helped put his life in
perspective.

“When people ask ‘so
how did you end up run-
ning across Canada? my
answer was always ‘it just
kind of happened’ which
is kind of true. It was kind
of an accident how it came
about, but once you start
diving in a bit deeper you
see all the stepping stones
of how you actually get to
where you get to in life.
Then I realized I was in-

sEired a long the way so I
share stories of those im-
portant stepping stones.”

What did McDonald
learn about himself while
writing the book?

“I found out I'm a bet-
ter writer than I thought
I was,” he says with a
laugh. “It makes you re-
flect when you write, and
it makes you appreciate
actually what you achieve.
Because I am a bit of a
hungry hippo, I just keep
going at always striving
forward to just keep on
going. What the book has
done was make me stay
still and stop to reflect on
the achievement. And so
when I'm writing about
my frost bitten nose and
losing a bit of it I'm like
‘did I'really do that?” ”

What was his approach
to writing the book?

“I pretty much just
dumped out my thoughts
and my feelings from my
heart. So a lot of it was
about the people that
helped me through. And
that is partly my message
that the world is just in-
credible, the human spirit
is just out of this world.
I've put myself out there
in Canada and I was vul-
nerable and I got to see
how incredible the Cana-
dians were helping me
through.”

McDonald says inspir-
ing children helps moti-
vate him to do what he
does.

“There was a little kid
that we have just done a
classroom talk with, and 1
gave him a high five and
then cheekily told him
he now has a super hero
Eower. And I just watched

is eyes light up and he
said ‘does that mean I can
fly now?’ Tjust kind of left
him to it.”

Once he completes his
book tour in Vancouver,
McDonald plans to do
another run—this time
across the United States.
He will head south from
Vancouver, down the
U.S. west coast, across the
southern States, and up
the East Coast.

“When I finish the book
tour in Vancouver I'm go-
ing to launch the next ad-
venture. I'm going to run
the equivalent of 230 mar-
athons across the United
States. I've got a year on
the Visa, so it’s much lon-
ger this time around—so

hopefully I can make it to
the other side.

“It should be a lot
warmer than Manitoba.
Before 1 did the run I
didn’t know what was
Eoing to come, and that

ind of blind naiveg/
probably really helped.
Now I know what T've
got to go through and so
I'm weighing up wheth-
er that 1s a good or bad
thing. When you have an
experience you learn a lot
from it, so hopefully that
will help me through,
but it is an adventure.
You don’t know what is
around the corner. Any-
thing could happen. I
could be taking a selfie a
mile into the trip and my
ankle is broken and that’s
the end. That hatppened
to my friend before, so
you just never know.”

What are his future
plans after the American
run?

“I set up a char-
ity called the Super Hero
Foundation when the run
was over and we’ve been
helping families and I
have helped them with
their fundraising,” he
says, “so once this run is
completely done it will
be back to helping those
families again. I will be
writing another book—
why not—and then I
guess it’s the never end-
ing journey. I guess I will
be doing this until about .
.. well, “til I'm dead.”

McDonald says he nev-
er would have imagined
a decade ago the life he is
living today.

“I never thought in a
million years this would
be my life. If you would
have told me when I got
on my bike to start my
very first adventure cy-
cling around the world,
I would have never in a
million years told you
that I would be here in
Elkhorn giving a talk to
kids.

“What I realize now
is that all T need to do is
just focus on here and
now. I focus on our talk
in Elkhorn and not worry
about whatever is going
to come next, or plans,
because we can’t change
that really, and we don’t
have control over that,
but this very moment
you can. And that actu-
ally seems to helP in the
long run as well.”
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Jamie McDonald’s book, Adventureman.

McDonald says he will
consider himself a suc-
cess as long as he can
help people.

“My dad ended uf be-
ing a bricklayer all his
life, and after 40 years of
doing it he came through
the door and he said ‘I
really don’t like what I
do.” And me my mom are
like “well don’t do it.” He
ended up getting a job
for minimum wage. He

V.Y ADVANTAGE

AUTO & TRALI

started helpin eople
with learnin% d%fﬁfultirés,
with mental health chal-
lenges, and on his very
first day he got punched
in the face, and he got a
black eye. And he came
through door and just
said ‘T have had one of
the best days of my life. ”

Before he started on
his adventures, McDon-
ald was making a living
teaching tennis.

s story

“When 1 was kid I
wanted to be the next
Roger Federer. That was
my big dream. But I was
terrible at tennis so it
was quite a bad dream
to have. I was teachin
tennis, which I enjoyed,
but there was something
inside me that was just
like “this just isn't quite
cutting it,” and T felt like
there must be more—like
I'm put on this earth to do
more, and I didn’t know
what that was.

“When I got on the bike
I just thought I'd give
back to the hospital that
helped me. It was just an
idea. And then of course
when you start it, I real-
ized 'm born for this.
This is my thing, this is
what I should be doing.”

What's the moment of
his run across Canada he
will always remember?

“When the whole world
was telling me not to cross
the Rocky Mountains—
the police, the rangers,
everyone. But then a
mom sent me a message
to say that her son, who
I had met, was going to
pass away because his
cancer had returned and
he was out of treatment
options. And as a mom
she said ‘I am so scared
for you to go through the
Rocky Mountains.  You
probably shouldn’t go.’
But you know what—for
that mom who was about
to lose her beautiful son’s
life, I had to keep going.
That inspired me to pus|
on.”
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Rite Way Land Rollers are the
heaviest and largest in the field
and the narrowest when it comes
time to transport them.

Discover our patented
FORWARDTM unfolding system
that lets you unfold your Rite Way
land roller while moving forward.

The multi-section system allows
the land roller to follow the
contours of the land better than
any other brand of rollers.

We offer 7, 5, and 3 section rollers
to meet the needs of any farm
operation, as well as a 1-section
hydraulic swing hitch roller and a
1-section fixed hitch roller.

Pierson, MB

204-634- 2293

lees.service.centre@gmail.com

www.leesservicecentre.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 AM. -6 P.M.
SATURDAY: 9 A.M. - NOON
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How birds survive Sask winters and how you can help

Winter on the prairies is long and cold, often lasting
from November until March, and with temperatures
falling to -20 °C or -30 °C, it's a wonder that anything
can survive here at all.

However, a walk around any residential neighbor-
hood or out in the country will show it to be an active
landscape. Of course, many bird species don’t try to
brave the prairie winter and instead migrate hundreds
or thousands of miles to warmer climates. The species
that do stay have adapted differing strategies to survive
the cold months.

Black-capped chickadees (hereafter, chickadees) are
among my favorite birds. Chickadees, found every-
where in Saskatchewan, are distributed across North
America and are residents of wherever they’re found,
which means they don’t migrate. I've always been
amazed that chickadees are able to survive winter on
the prairies, as they are such small birds, weighing only
nine to 14 grams (roughly the same weight as a triple-A
battery).

So how do they do it?

One of the key factors for any species to be able to
survive an extreme drop in temperature is by staying
warm. Bird feathers are among the best insulators in the
natural world. Their insulating properties are due to
their structure, which allows air to be trapped close to
the bird’s body. On cold days, birds puff up their body
feathers, trying to maximize this layer of warm air. The
result of this feather fluffing in chickadees is adorable
little puff balls adorning the tree branches.

Good insulation is useless without a supply of food
to consume to generate heat. The primary food source
available to birds in the winter (especially on the frigid
prairies) are seeds and other plant matter, as tempera-
tures are much too cold for insects to survive. Therefore,
songbirds that rely on seeds are able survive the win-
ter, while those feeding on a diet of insects migrate to
warmer climates.

A third factor impacting winter survival is predation.
Chickadees form winter flocks for protective, as well as
social, purposes. Being together in a flock means that
there are more eyes on alert for danger. Also, the larger
the group, the lower the odds that any one individual
will become victim to predators. It would be reasonable
to think that being in a group would allow members to
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Project Feederwatch program, a citizen science project
that includes documenting and reporting the different
species and number of individuals visiting your feeder.

Studies have found that black-capped chickadee win-
ter survival is higher when supplemental food is pro-
vided, particularly when temperatures reach the frigid
lows like those experienced on the Canadian prairies.
This highlights another factor that influences winter
survival: humans. In this case, it's a comfort to know
that I, and many others, are having a positive effect on
black-capped chickadees.

Keeping intact nature is one way we help the chick-
adees survive the winter. The Nature Conservancy of
Canada has conserved more than 150,000 acres (60,700
hectares) across Saskatchewan. Much of this is through
the help of the Government of Canada’s Natural Ar-
eas Conservation program which provides a funding
match. Chickadees are found in every corner of our
province, and rely on these habitats for shelter and for
those tasty seeds.

Sarah Ludlow is the Conservation Science Coordinator-
GIS for the Nature Conservancy of Canada in Saskatchewan.

Photo by Sarah Ludlow

cluster together for warmth (known as social thermo-
regulation to scientists). On some cold days, chickadees
can be observed sitting close together, presumably for
this purpose.

Chickadees are amazing little birds with feisty atti-
tudes, and I enjoy watching them at my feeders over the
winter. I've come to expect their boisterous “chicka-dee-

inter it mars . o oot pcares e | STOKER GOAL FOR SALE
| am presently moving coal
into SE Saskatchewan and

all areas of Manitoba.

For more information contact:

SAFETY INSPECTION & REPAIR SHOP L:”{ G‘,’\;I‘éd
Full line of Truck/Trailer Parts eston,

Hwy. #3 East » Melita, MB » ROM 1L0 204.877.3882
(204) 522-8451 e-mail: llgould@mymts.net

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE PARTS DEALER

9:6c

ﬁ PETHICK FARM & CUSTOM AG

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Full-Time Seasonal Equipment Operator/Agronomist

A. Pethick Farm & Custom Ag operates a custom seeding, spraying, haying and harvesting
operation, along with our own 2500 acre farm in McAuley, Manitoba. We are seeking a full
time employee to assist with these operations.

Duties would include but are not limited to:
 Operating seeding, spraying, haying and harvest equipment
 Operating motor vehicles (semi-trucks if possible)
 Basic machinery maintenance and repair
» Record keeping and data collection
 Crop scouting and agronomy

The ideal candidate will have the following qualifications:
« QOperate 4WD tractors, sprayer, combine etc
« Valid class 5 license (Class 1 is a huge asset)
Valid sprayer applicators license preferred
Basic mechanical abilities
Willing to work long hours during busy times
Willing to relocate within 50 km of McAuley, MB (we can provide

Skills in agronomy would be an asset
< ! Please forward resume by e-mail or fax.

For more information please contact Allistair Pethick
Box 153, McAuley, MB  ROM 1HO  306-434-9998 (cell, call or text)

204-722-2361 (home/shop) apethick38@gmail.com
204-722-2186 (fax) /
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Why it’s too early to worry about soil

-

Despite dry conditions last
summer across much of the
southern Canadian Prairies, crop
production through 2017 turned
out better than expected. Soil
moisture reserves carried over
from a wetter 2016 managed to
save the day.

But heading into the 2018 grow-
ing season, soil moisture reserves
are low across much of Western
Canada, raising concern about the
impact on crops and market pric-
ing.

SPRING RUN-OFF

Winter  precipitation  across
most of Western Canada has been
markedly below average over the
past two months. The current lack
of snow obviously leaves little op-
portunity for significant run-off in
the spring. The bigger concern for
Prairie producers may be the fact
that conditions have remained
stubbornly dry now for months, a
fact meteorologist Drew Lerner of
World Weather Inc. alluded to in
his recent Weather Prognosticator.

“Some of the areas with lowest
snow cover are a part of the long-
term drought pattern that began
early last summer, suggesting
the drought pattern has not end-

ed,” Lerner says, adding that the
same weather pattern that limited
summer precipitation last year is
keeping snowfall away now.
Although ample subsoil mois-
ture reserves allowed most Prairie
crops to yield relatively well in
2017, a number of farmers have

Plain and Valley

already expressed concerns about
2018 crop prospects in the absence
of good spring rains.

STILL EARLY
Admittedly, a lot can change in
the months ahead of seeding 2018
crops, but dryness concerns will

undoubtedly carry into the spring
ahead.

The Commodity =~ Weather
Group says, “There is rarely any
good correlation (in Canada or
elsewhere) between precipitation
in the fall-winter and the follow-
ing season. Of seven other years

February 2018

moisture

since 1979 that were as dry or dri-
er from November to January on
the Prairies as a whole, only three
were dry on a widespread basis in
the spring as well (two of which
were much drier than the current
case over the winter). None really
stood out as more than regionally
dry in the summer.”

Also worthy of note, snow that
falls between November and
January normally accounts for
only a relatively small portion of
total annual precipitation. More
important is what precipitation
is still to come. Late winter snow
and spring rain-snow are the most
important factors for soil recharge
prospects.

BoTTOoM LINE

With little snowfall this win-
ter, concerns are rising about soil
moisture levels for the 2018 plant-
ing season, and ultimately, crop
market prices. However, there’s
still time for more snow and
therefore, increased soil moisture
levels.

Mike Jubinville of Pro Farmer
Canada offers information on com-
modity markets and marketing strat-
egies.

Risk of Manitoba spring flooding remains low

The risk of significant spring flooding remains low for
most locations across the province at this time, Manitoba
Infrastructure Minister Ron Schuler announced on Jan. 31

“As Manitobans know, weather conditions in our prov-
ince can change on a moment’s notice. Our government
will remain ready to act if heavy winter precipitation,
a fast snowmelt or heavy spring rainfall occurs,” said
Schuler. “For now though, we have reason to be cau-
tiously optimistic about what's ahead for most parts of
Manitoba this spring.”

Manitoba Infrastructure’s Hydrologic Forecast Centre
is continuing to monitor the impacts of weather condi-
tions across the province. The centre works in collabo-
ration with weather services and flood forecasters in
neighbouring states and provinces to monitor the winter
precipitation patterns throughout Manitoba watersheds,
said Schuler.

The 2017 fall conditions report issued early in Decem-
ber indicated soil moisture levels before freeze-up were
normal to drier than normal in most of Manitoba. At this
time, winter precipitation in most areas of the province
remains average to below average, with some areas indi-
cating well below average precipitation records.

Along some streams, possible ice jams could affect the
flood risk. Current river ice assessments indicate above-
normal thickness for this time of the year. This is a result
of below-normal temperatures this winter and the lack
of sufficient snow cover to insulate the river ice from the
cold air temperatures. Above-normal thickness increases
the risk of ice-jam ﬂoodin% in areas that are historically
susceptible to ice jams. The province will conduct de-

tailed ice thickness measurements in the coming months,
and ice-cutting and icebreaking programs in the areas
most prone to ice jamming.

“The first detailed flood outlook will be released in the

FARM LAND FOR SALE

RM OF TWO BORDERS

SOUTH 2 27-4-29

2 -5200 bu. bins on location
« All mines and minerals excluded.
Sealed Tenders: Box 68, Lyleton, MB  ROM 1G0
Deadline: February 16, 2018
For more information call 204-649-2444
Highest tender not necessarily accepted.

2:1¢

latter part of February,” said Schuler. “Floods are caused
by a combination of unique circumstances and there is a
risk of over-estimating or under-estimating the flood po-
tential too far in advance.”

Early spring outlook information can help prepare for
potential spring flooding, allowing time to acquire tem-
porary flood mitigation equipment based on projected

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

RN OF ARGYLE NO. 1

The following farmland is offered for sale by tender:

NE 34-02-30 W1
NW 34-02-30 W1
SE 34-02-30 W1
SW 34-02-30 W1

Mineral rights are not included in the sale, but 6 current
surface leases, with total annual rental of $17,700.00 will
be included in the sale. Land consists of approximately
556 cultivated acres in total.

Sale includes two quonsets both approximately 40" x 60’
one metal, and one wooden. Wooden quonset is in need of
repair. Also included are 8 — 1,650 bushel bins.

Tenders must be submitted on the entire section as
quarters will not be sold individually.

Tenders must be accompanied by a certified cheque or
bank draft for a minimum of 5% of the bid price payable to
Orlowski Law Office Trust.

Tenders must be received at the office of Orlowski Law
Office, 1215 5th Street, Estevan, Saskatchewan S4A 025
by 4:00 p.m. on February 20, 2018.

Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. Balance
of funds from successful bidder will be due by April 2,
2018. Deposits of unsuccessful bidders will be refunded.

For further information contact Stephen J. Orlowski at:

Orlowski Law Office Prof. Corp.
Phone: (306) 634-3353

Fax: (306) 634-7714

Email: steve@orlowskilaw.ca

CUSTOM
TRUCK
ACCESORIES

Nerf Boards, Box Covers,
Lights, Hitches, Air Bags,
Wheels and More!

Take it from old and worn
out to new and beautiful!

CUSTOM
UPHOSTERY

for your auto, boat,
home, RV or golf cart!

L E N y S ALTERNATIVE RV
PARTS & SERVICE
204-728-4457 * Toll Free 1-866-392-7468 * info@lensrv.ca
2% miles west of 18th on Richmond Ave., Brandon, MB ¢ lensrv.ca

flood conditions. The province also maintains an inven-
tory of temporary flood-fighting equipment, which in-
cludes over two million regular sandbags, six sandbag-
making machines, 18,000 super sandbags, 43 kilometres
of cage barriers into which sand or other heavy material
is placed, 50 km of water-filled barriers, and 59 mobile
pumps and heavy-duty steamers to open clogged drains.

Heartland

Livestock Services

BOX 340 ¢ VIRDEN, MANITOBA
TEL: 204-748-2809 * FAX: 204-748-3478
TOLL FREE: 1-888-784-9882
EMAIL ADDRESS: VIRDEN.LMC@HLS.CA

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2018 SALE SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 2018

1 THURSDAY SHEEP & GOAT SALE 12NOON
5  MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9AM.
7 WEDNESDAY REGULAR FEEDER SALE 9AM.
9  FRIDAY BRED COW SALE 1:30AM.
12 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9AM.
14 WEDNESDAY PRESORT FEEDER SALE 10AM.
18 SUNDAY BONCHUK FARMS SIMMENTAL BULL SALE

21 WEDNESDAY REGULAR FEEDER SALE M.
23 FRIDAY BRED COW SALE 1:30AM.
26 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9AM.
28 WEDNESDAY PRESORT FEEDER SALE 10AM.
MARCH 2018

5 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9AM.
7 WEDNESDAY REGULAR FEEDER SALE 9AM.
9  FRIDAY BRED COW SALE 11:30AM.
11 SUNDAY REBELS OF THE WEST SIMMENTAL SALE

12 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9AM.
14 WEDNESDAY PRESORT FEEDER SALE 10AM.
15 THURSDAY SHEEP & GOAT SALE 12NOON
17 SATURDAY PLEASANT DAWN CHAROLAIS BULL SALE

19 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9AM.
21 WEDNESDAY REGULAR FEEDER SALE 9AM.
23 FRIDAY COWBOYS ANGUS BULL & HEIFER SALE

26 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9AM.
28  FRIDAY PRESORT FEEDER SALE 10AM.
31 SATURDAY TRIN CHAROLAIS & GUESTS BULL SALE

SK DEALERS LICENSE 171306 MB DEALERS LICENSE 1317. SALE DATES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
AL CATTLE MUST HAVE THE CCIA CATTLE IDENTIFICATION TAGS
Forany ing il i questions regarding our feeder finance
program or online auction, please call: Robin Hill, Manager 204-851-5465
Rick Gabrielle 204-851-0613 * Ken Day 204-748-7713
Drillon Beaton 204-851-7495 + Kolton McIntosh 204-280-0359
PLEASE PHONE IN ALL CONSIGNMENTS
Check www.hls.ca for current market information.

DLMS INTERNET CATTLE SALES EVERY THURSDAY
T 11 WWW.DLMS.CA - CALLUSTO LISTYOUR CATTLE ;.

SALES SERVICE RENTALS PARTS
Refinishing & Repairs to All Makes & Models * Wood Rot Repairs
Truck Accessories ¢ Trailer Hitches & Wiring ¢ MPIC & Insurance Claims
Tool Boxes * Upholstery ¢ Licensed Gas Technician for Appliance Repairs
Storage * Refrigerator Rebuilding ¢ Cargo Trailers

21c

[Phone:[204:72821457 08 Fax:[204:727:547)1]
2042728045789 znu-vz

L E N y S ALTERNATIVE RV
PARTS & SERVICE
204-728-4457 ¢ Toll Free 1-866-392-7468 ¢ info@lensrv.ca
2% miles west of 18th on Richmond Ave., Brandon, MB ¢ lensrv.ca
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Red tape puttmg the squeeze on farmers

Confusing forms, bad customer service and excessive
government regulations are leaving Canadian farmers
feeling burnt out, and the problem is getting worse ac-
cording to findings released Thursday by the Canadian
Federation of Independent Business (CFIB).

Notably, nearly 40 per cent of agri-business owners
would not advise their children to start a business given
the burden of government red tape—a four point increase
from just three years ago.

“Canada has a proud farming tradition, and red tape
shouldn’t be allowed to hold back the next generation
from wanting to take over,” said Marilyn Braun-Pollon,
CFIB’s vice-president for Agri-business.

“While governments are great at celebrating agricul-
ture, whicl% is important, what farmers really want is for
governments to set them free from excessive red tape.

“At the provincial level, Saskatchewan’s Ministry of
Agriculture has taken important steps to reduce red tape
at the farm gate,” stated Braun-Pollon.

““Qver the years the Ministry has improved its cus-
tomer service, as well as implemented modern service
delivery tools and techniques to better serve their clients.

“We are also pleased the Ministry is committed to fo-
cusing on utilizing technology to further improve the
way clients access the broad range of programs and ser-
vices. We look forward to working with the Ministry to

New Agri-Food

Government red tape is gettlng worse for
those in the ag industry, according to CFIB.

find additional ways to cut red tape for farmers.”
“We commend the Government of Saskatchewan for
walking the walk by cutting unnecessary red tape for en-

Innovation Centre opens

MMATT CR

trepreneurs. In fact, Saskatchewan’s grade improved to
an ‘A-" in CFIB’s 2018 Red Tape Report Card for its strong
leadership in making red tape reduction a priority,” add-
ed Braun-Pollon.

Agri-business owners say that red tape adds significant
stress (83 per cent), significantly reduces the productivity
in their business (73 per cent) and discourages business
growth (70 per cent).

Farmers continue to be among the hardest hit business-
es in Canada, with 64 per cent saying their business has
been negatively affected by delays caused by red tape,
compared to 56 per cent of small business owners gener-
ally.
1}; full 93 per cent of farmers believe their regulatory
burden is growing.

“Red tape hits home the closest for farmers,”
Braun-Pollon.

“A farmer just doesn’t have time to sit on the phone
waiting for government to answer questions or fill out
piles of confusing paperwork in the middle of calving.
The work they do is too important to be tied up in red
tape.”

CFIB is Canada'’s largest association of small and medi-
um-sized businesses with 109,000 members across every
sector and region, including 7,200 agri-business mem-

bers. Learn more at cfib.ca.

added

RANCH

On January 25 Saskatch-
ewan’s agri-food industry
celebrated the grand open-
ing of the new Agri-Food
Innovation Centre (AFIC),
a 43,000-square foot facil-
ity that will diversify the
Saskatchewan Food Indus-
try Development Centre’s
(Food Centre) capacity to
develop and process prod-
ucts from concept to com-
mercialization.

Public Safety Minister
Ralph Goodale, on behalf
of Agriculture and Agri-
Food Minister Lawrence
MacAulay and Minister
of Innovation, Science and
Economic  Development
Navdeep Bains, and Pre-

beef and chicken fingers,
and through the years has
helped Saskatchewan com-
panies like Three Farmers
and Zak Organics commer-
cialize their products. This
expansion will mean the
development of even more
products, the creation of
more jobs and the further
diversification of our econ-
omy.”

Saskatchewan’s  value-
added food processing
sector has grown tremen-
dously in the last decade
and now includes 300 com-
panies that export $4 billion
worth of goods annually
and employ 5,000 people.

“The new Agri-Food In-
novation Centre will broad-

en the capabilities of the
current Food Centre and
open new opportunities for
Saskatchewan’s  agri-food
sector,” Food Centre Presi-
dent Dan Prefontaine said.
“It will assist Saskatchewan
producers and processors
to bridge the gap from
development to commer-
cialization and introduce
higher value-added agri-
cultural products into the
global marketplace. With
support from our industry
and these enhanced ser-
vices, the Agri-Food Inno-
vation Centre will position
our industry to be strong
leaders in innovation and
technology for the food

Mark Pamela, Matthew & Emily Wushke
Whitewood, SK
H: 306-735-2805 C: 306-735-7980
wushkemd@yahoo.ca

mier Brad Wall joined rep-
resentatives of the Food
Centre in officially opening
the $17.5 million facility in
Saskatoon.

The Food Centre is the
primary source of food
product development and
commercialization for the
Saskatchewan food in-
dustry. The creation of the
AFIC supports the expan-
sion of Saskatchewan's
agri-food processing sector
and introduces a dedicated
multi-tenant food process-
ing incubator, extrusion
line, expanded drying ca-
pabilities and fermenta-
tion technologies. It will
also house new labs, a pilot
plant for product and pro-
cess development, and ex-
panded capacity for pulse
and cereal processing. The
Food Centre will continue
to operate the federally in-
spected pilot plant housed
on the University of Sas-
katchewan campus.

“The Government of
Canada is committed to
growing a strong econo-
my,” said Goodale. “Cen-
tres of innovation, like this
one in Saskatoon, will play
a key role in creating jobs
and new opportunities for
Canadian farmers and ag-
ri-businesses, growing the
economy and the middle
class.”

“Over the last decade,
Saskatchewan has been
either the number one or
number two Agri-food
exporter among the prov-
inces, and the Food Centre
helps us diversify what we

Valleyvie

export,” Wall said. “The
Centre already produces
‘meat’ products made

from plants, like ginger

"”‘W’

processing sector.”
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PROVIDE.
PRODUCE.
PROSPER.
PROCOTE.

GO PROCOTE, MOOSOMIN.

When you choose the technology of
YaraVita® PROCOTE?®, you get easy handling,
minimal dust and even distribution of your
micronutrients. PROCOTE makes it easy for
your plant roots to get their nutrients.

Parrish & Heimbecker
Moosomin 306-435-4905

onur,
O T

Yara\l/ita®
PROCOTE"

b
YARA

Knowledge grows

Moosomin's exclusive supplier of YaraVita PROCOTE

6000-7000BU 21 0512 06 Westeel Packages
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Canadian farmers hungry
to enter Chma oat market

BY RicHARD KAMCHEN

Prairie growers hope to
benefit from China’s pro-
jected voracious demand
for oats.

“Chinese demand will
probably double every five
years and rival the United
States within 15 years if the
trends remain in place,”
says Randy Strychar, presi-
dent of Ag Commodity Re-
search.

The US. is the world’s
largest importer of oats, es-
timated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to take
about 1.7 million tonnes in
2017-2018.

The USDA predicts Chi-
na’s oat imports to reach
300,000 tonnes in 2017-
2018, a huge increase from
87,000 tonnes in 2012-13.

“The new Chinese mid-
dle class is looking for
healthier food and more
nutritious products to com-
plement staple traditional
foods, such as rice and
wheat noodles,” explains
Prairie Oat Growers Asso-
ciation’s executive director
Shawna Mathieson. “Oats
fit well into that diet.”

Snack bars and breakfast
cereals, in particular, are fu-
elling China’s growing oats
appetite, adds Strychar.

“We can see breakfast ce-
real and snack bar trends
out to 2022, and the largest
growth globally is in the

CONTOUR

AIR DRILLS - AIR SEEDERS
2010 MORRIS CII 10" Single Shoot

2009 80" Seed Master 14” Spacing

2001 Bourgault 5710 (40°)

Morris Magnum [11(40°) 10" spacing
AIR TANKS
2010 Morris 8300
JD 1900 Tank w!Auger. . .
SWATHERS

HEADERS

JD Adapter, Cross Auger . .
2014 JD 635 FD (35') leors

TRACTORS/SKIDSTEERS

MOWER CONDITIONERS
2008 MacDon R80 (13)) ...
2002 MacDon 5020 (16'). ..
2001 MacDon 5020 (14'). ..
2000 MacDon 922 (16). ...

Sales & Service

w/8370tank. ................. ...
2007 Morris Contour | (61') DS 12" Spacing. . . . . $92,000

w/2-New Holland P1060 Air Carts. . . .

5250 tank/mid rows liquid. . ........
2002 Morris Max |1 w/7180 Tank DS .

2008 CASE 1203(30') w/Pur/Trans - 1700hrs . . .
2007 CASE 1101 (30") w/Pur - 1700 hrs . . .
1994 Premier 2930 w/30’ 960 Pur. ...
1994 CASE 8820 (30') Shears/Verns Roller

2014 MACDON FD75 (40') w/Transport,

2014 JD 635 D (Rigid) w/Horst Trans
2010 JD 635 F (Auger) w/Horst Trans ... $29,500
2004 Bobcat 5300 Skid Steer 5000hrs .
2014 Kubota M9960 cab, loader, 1500hr° s \.U 759,000

Asia-Pacific market, and
that’s China,” he says.

But it's Australia that's
benefitting as it comprises
about 97 per cent of China’s
oat imports.

“Right now, [raw] oats
for food and feed consump-
tion are simply not allowed
into China from Canada,”
Mathieson points out.

The Prairie Oat Growers
Association submitted a
request through the federal
Market Access Secretariat
in 2015 to get restrictions
lifted.

The Canadian Food In-
]iechon Agency and its

inese counterpart AQ-
SIQ signed a 2018 work
plan in which oats are in-
cluded, which POGA calls
the first milestone toward
a phytosanitary agreement
and market access.

“The fact that the proto-
col is taking so long to put
in place, it doesn’t seem

ROTARY CUTTERS
2014 Schulte FLX15 Arm

....... Consigned 2008 Schulle XH1500 (I5') w/arm ..$18,000
72" Rotary Culter for Skid Steer. . . . .. $1,450
Highline RCH Rotary Cutter (15). - SOLD .. ... .$8,900
........ $105000  AUGERS
2015 Sakundiak 1046 w/mover .............. $15,900
--------- $54500 2010 Sakundiak 10x2200 wimover/winch . $8,000

...$29,500
$25,000

$39,500

$21,500  Farm King 10x60 swing mechanical.
Sakundiak 8x39' no engine
962,500  LAWN & GARDEN

...$34,500
...$32,500
$12,500

.....$87,000
...$79,500
...$44,500

..$18,900

Allied 84" Blower

ALL CURRENT LISTINGS ARE CASH PRICES

MORRIS

™

2010 Farm King 13x70 w/mover . . ...
2009 Sakundiak 10x39 w/mover _ SOL!
2002 Farm King 13x70 Swing Auger
Farm King 10x41 w/mover

2014 New Holland Boomer 24 w/loader/mower. . .$17,500
2011 Kubota T2380 w/48” Cut. . . .

2011 Kubota T1880 w/22" Cut. . .
Kubota GF1800 4WD w/54” mower .
Kubota F2880 w/60” Cut .. ... .
Kubota GF1800 4WH w/60" Cu
Toro ZX5420 Zero Turn - 100hrs .
Kubota T-1400 (40”)
Kubota T-1460 (40”)
MISCELLANEOUS

2014 Farm King 74” Snowblower,
Hyd. chute, like new
2014 RTV 1140 285hrs . .. ..

2014 Rouse Sickle Mower, like new.
2007 Ford F-150 XLT, 345,000 kms, as is .
Rem 2500 Grain Vac
Walingo 510 Grain Va

like the Chinese are in a
hurry to look for alterna-
tive sources or for any
increased competition,”
Strychar notes.

“If Canadian oats are al-
lowed into China, it will
increase  demand  and
therefore increase seeded
acres of oats in Canada,”
Mathieson says. “In addi-
tion it will provide another
significant market for oats,
as right now nearly 90 per
cent of Canadian oat ex-
ports go to the USA.”

Strychar cautions Aus-
tralia could remain China’s
dominant supplier. “Aus-
tralia’s got a very flexible
market . . . Pay them to
grow the oats, they can
grow all the Chinese would
need.”

Chinese oats demand
could rival that of the U.S.
and present a huge boon to
Prairie growers if trade ac-
cess is granted.

. $2,900
$2,350
$6,500
$7,900
$7,900
$3,900
$1,100
...$1,100

(204) 748-2408

¢ VIRDEN, MANITOBA

Atter Hour Sales Call: Trevis Hunter 204-748-7437

“Quality Products, Quality People...Here For Your Farm Equipment Needs!"

David Draper 204-748-5528 .



February 2018

Plain and Valley

43

Paige Hutchinson raising money for Malawi trip

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

It's a long way from the Saskatchewan
Prairies to Malwai in southern Africa, but
Paige Hutchinson, who grew up in the
Moosomin-Rocanville area is heading to
Malawi later this year as part of her studies
at Lethbridge University.

Hutchinson grew up on a farm between
Moosomin and Rocanville and was in-
volved with projects such as Feed The Chil-
dren. “We would do fundraisers to raise
money for families in Africa or India and
they always had trips where you could go
to those places. I kind of looked into it then
and had thought about doing a volunteer
trip, but never did,” she says.

Now that she is studying anthropology
at Lethbridge University, she has the op-
portunity to take a trip to help make a dif-
ference in a developing country.

“The Malawi Field Study is a field study
trip to Malawi, Africa that they do every
two years,” explains Hutchinson.

“I'had heard about the trip last year at a
talk. One of the girls that had gone before
came to speak with us and tell us about it
and I immediately fell in love with the idea.
I was like “this is amazing. I want to be a
part of this.” ”

The trip is also a university class.

“This trip is actually a public health/fi-
nance class so this will actually go towards
my degree and is part of my education,”
said Hutchinson. “It is definitely a very
practical and hands-on sort of education.
There is a group of 15 of us. It is all girls on
our trip.”

The group will head to Africa in May.

“We fly out May 7 and get there May 9
and I will be there for 28 days. We will be
in the southeast part of Malawi. We will be
traveling around to rural communities and
towns, going from school to school.”

What will the group be doing in Malawi?

“Malawi borders a very large lake. It is
one of the world’s largest lakes and be-
cause of that they have so many mosqui-
tos, and with that comes malaria, which
is a preventable and treatable disease. But
with so many people living in poverty they
don’t have access and knowledge of the medication and
they don’t know how to prevent it or have the means to
prevent it.

“We will be going from school to school in the little
communities and will be working with the kids to teach
them about malaria. But the really cool thing is that since
we can’t speak Chichewa, which is what they speak, we
have to use our bodies in theatre and action, so that is
where the fine arts comes in. We will be doing lots of
songs and dances—interpretive drama and interpretive
dance with them. We will have to be pretty creative and
use our thinking caps. There probably will be a few mos-
quitos that we will be acting out and things like that.”

The area the group is heading to is one of the more un-
developed parts of Africa.

“Where we're going to be it is a very much underdevel-
oped area,” says Hutchinson. “Lots of the people we will
be working with will be living in huts where they have to
get water from a well.”

In addition, the students will work with health care
providers in the area.

“We will be setting up clinics working with the health
care providers there and set up HIV clinics where people
can come and get tested. We will be taking names and
helping run these clinics. Also on our trip there is a lot
of nurses, so anybody that is in nursing is 1éoing to bring
their stethoscope and they will be taking heart rate and
blood pressure and things like that.”

There is also an academic side to the trip.

“The academic portion of it is before we leave we have
nine days in class where we will be learning about the
culture, the people, the public health side of it and also
the fine arts side of it, the drama side, which is really in-
teresting to me. Then while we're there we will be pick-
ing a topic to study. We will be making journal entries,
breaking down what we have observed and what we've
learned and taken away from it. There are a wide variety
of topics—anything we want to research. I'm thinking I'll
take a cultural stance on it and look at their culture and
how to relate that to my anthropology degree.”

The students have received some briefings on Malawi.

“We have two professors who have done the trip five
or six times and they have told us all about it, what to ex-
pect, what to wear, what not to wear, what to bring, what
we will be eating, just giving the background on it. They
have been a big help. It is definitely going to be a prett
big experience and there are lots of things that come witl
it, like we've taken care of personal directives and the in-
surance part of it. There are definitely a lot of things to
consider when travelling over seas especially to a place
like Africa.”

What kind of place is Malawi?

“I've heard two sides of it. I've heard from some people
there is high crime and people will steal things and you
have to watch out for that. I've also heard from people
who have been there before that you can leave your back-
pack on the street and no one would touch it and that peo-
ple are very kind and generous. There was a story from

Malawi Matters Tea Fundraiser

A Mad Hatter Themed Fundraiser! Wear your oldest, silliest or favourite hat! There will be prizes!
What? To raise money for Mosquito nets for families in Malawi, Africa.

Where? St. Alphonsus Catholic Church, Rocanville Sk.
When? Friday, February 23rd from 2-4pm

Cost: $6 with a hat or $8 without a hat
*Tatreceipts for donations can be made

one of the trips to Malawi that someone had lost a camera
and someone had stole it because they wanted this cam-
era because it could get them some money, and so they
just approached the group of people and they said ‘some-
one has stolen this, if you have taken it just please return
it.” And I think the person felt so guilty they returned it
right away. I heard it is a very peaceful, welcoming coun-
try from the people that have been there. I have heard
very good things about the people and the place.”

What is Hutchinson doing to prepare herself for the
trip?

“I'm totally obsessed right now with Africa in general
and Malawi and I've been googling lots of things about
it. They eat lots of fish, that is one their staple foods, and
I have also been learning Chichewa which is a very hard
language. So some of the girls on our trip have made flash
cards and things like that. Others have been studying up
on it. I definitely have been googling lots of things to see
what the place looks like—the culture side of it, the reli-
gion and the food and things like that.

“I think I'm going to experience culture shock—I've
never travelled anywhere overseas. I'm aware that this
is going to be a lot different from our lifestyle. It is going
to be hard to see kids who don’t have very much or kids
that may not have o%porhmities or may be struggling
with disabilities and they don’t have access to education
or health care.”

What is she hoping to learn from the trip?

“I'm really hoping to learn how to make a difference
and how to be understanding of other cultures,” says
Hutchinson. “I think I'm going to learn and have my eyes
opened. I'm really hoping to learn about the access they
have, whether it be education or health care. There are
other projects that go on there too. One is called the Ma-
lawi Water Project and I'm really hoping that I run into
some people that are doing that project and learn about
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their sustainability and access to water. I
also want to learn more about malaria and
what people there are experiencing

“We will be raising money for the mos-

uito nets that we will be handing out to
the pregnant mothers and families and peo-
ple that are at risk of getting malaria. It is
a treated insecticide net that they put over
their bed at night or whenever they are in
their home. I'm just wanting to learn more
about what people go through when they
do have malaria and what access they have
to health care.

“For us, if we were to get malaria we
would go to the hospital and deal with it
there and be given pills and for the most
part be okay. Whereas there, the children
that are at high risk and pregnant mothers
that are more vulnerable can’t beat a disease
like malaria. Thousands of people in Africa,
Malawi specifically, die because of malaria
every year.”

Hutchinson is putting her fundraising
focus on mosquito nets because she has al-
ready covered the cost of her trip.

“There are lots of things that we have
been collecting and fundraising for. The first
thing that I did was fundraise for my trip
and I've had amazing generous people—
friends, coworkers, familyfthat ave do-
nated towards my trip cost. I also received a
scholarship from the university to go on this
trip and I am so grateful. My trip is basically
covered and that is really amazing. Because
my trip is covered, I took the initiative to
raise money for the mosquito nets—that is
the biggest thing we are fundraising for. We
have also been collecting soccer balls to take
over, and school supplies to hand out while
we're in Africa. But tﬂe main portion of our
fundraising is for the mosquito nets. The
fundraising we are doing in Lethbridge and
the fundraiser I'm holding back home is all
going directly the mosquito nets.”

Hutchinson is planning a fundraiser for
Rocanville for Friday, February 23. How
did the idea come up for the fundraiser in
Rocanville?

“My grandma, Marilyn Paul, suggested I
do a tea fundraiser, so I was like ‘perfect,
you have obviously done teas before.” I wish I was in Ro-
canville doing all my fundraising because I cannot express
how generous people in Moosomin and Rocanville have
been towards my trip. I've had people donate towards
my trip, mosquito nets, towards Lﬁe tea. I'm thinking it is
going to be a huge success, and everyone back home is so
generous and understanding and wants to help.

“I think sometimes there is not always that outlet to
help. I think that is also why so many people are willing
to help out, because they know me and they know I'm go-
ing to go there and definitely have an amazing experience
and make a difference. So I think it is going to be such
a success doing it in Rocanville but also with Moosomin
people going to the event.”

Hutchinson is hoping for a good turnout.

“We are aiming g)r about 75 people. We also
have a crowdfunding page set up. Anyone can

oogle Malawi Field Study 2018 Crowd Funding
%https:/ /secure.e2rm.com/registrant/EventHome.
aspx?eventid=234149&langpref=en-CA# &panel1-2) and
it should be the first link t%at comes up and it has infor-
mation on how to donate. Anyone who donates will get
a tax receipt. The really nice thing about that website is
100 per cent of that money that people donate goes to-
wards the mosquito nets, whereas with other pages like
gofundme, they take a percentage of it. One mosquito net
is $15. That is a way to judge how far your donation is
going.”

Hutchinson says she is not nervous about the trip at
all. “I've always wanted to do something like this and
there is not too much that scares me,” she says. “I'm re-
ally looking forward to it. I thinking it will definitely be
an eye opener and a bit of a game changer that might
help me decide where I want to go in life and what my
passion is.”
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