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BY DEVON SHEWCHUK

Hayden Plewes may be from the prai-
ries, but he’s a man of the mountains at
heart.

Plewes, who grew up in Moosomin and
now lives with his family in Brandon, is
making his mark on the ski slopes.

Clipping in skis, whizzing down slopes,
tackling jumps and training for competi-
tive alpine skiing is where the Brandon
teen feels his best.

The trails come naturally to Plewes.

“I was probably about three the first
time I skied ... my whole entire family skis
and we always used to take trips out to the
mountains,” he said.

The 17-year-old started taking the sport
seriously around the age of 14. He was
semi-committed before that, racing in a
few competitions, but wasn’t really train-
ing for them.

Now, he’s one of the best skiers in Mani-
toba.

Training for race skiing has given Plew-
es a whole new outlook on the sport he
grew up enjoying at leisure.

“In race skiing, you have to be as aero-
dynamic as you can but also be in a stable
enough position to go around turns going
80 kilometres an hour, preparing yourself
for the next turn at the same time too,” he
said.

“In leisure skiing, you don’t rea]IK have
to do that. You can just stop on the hill
whenever and slow down, but in race ski-
ing, you can’t really slow down too much
or else you'll lose.”

Travelling at rates faster than an average
speed limit is often exhilarating for Plew-
es, but it hasn’t come without fear. The
teen’s love for the sport also hasn’t come
without cost.

“I've hurt myself quite a few times from
skiing, so I'm scared about hurting myself
again all the time,” he said.

A concussion and broken thumb are
some of Plewes’s more notable injuries.
He also snapped his humerus—the upper-
arm bone—while leisure skiing.

Despite that, he looks forward to hitting
the hills whenever he can.

Plewes’ fondest skiing memory, al-
though he’s made many, is being part of
the 2019 Canada Winter Games in Red

Plewes has ned for S

s

=

ee

d

Hayden Plewes, pictured in an alpine racing event, has had his training season derailed because of CO-

VID-19 restrictions.

Deer, Alta.

Earning a spot at the national event was
no easy task.

Plewes needed to secure a place on the
provincial team first, which meant his race
results from the 2018 season were a lot
more important than those the year of the
Games.

The teen placed high enough at the 2018
Manitoba Winter Games in Thompson to

earn an invitation to the national event,
which welcomed Canada’s top athletes in
over 20 sports.

It took a lot of training and attention
to detail for Plewes to place as well as
he did at Nakiska Ski Resort, a two-hour
drive southwest of Red Deer, where alpine
events were held.

“It was crazy (at the Canada Winter
Games) because I was racing against kids

who train every single day of their life and
train on these massive mountains and get
really good training opportunities all the
time,” Plewes said.

“It was hard to race against them but
also a great experience.”

Plewes was 15 at the time and facing
a field of 160 skiers, many of whom can
train year-round.

Continued on page 5 v=
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Mike Silvernagle, President of SECON Group of Companies, left, and Cole Raiwet, Vice-President of SECON Group of Companies, right.

Secon Group donates $50,000 to
Wiggles and Giggles Childcare Center

Secon Group of Com-
panies recently made a
$50,000 donation to the
Wiggles and Giggles Child-
care Centre in Whitewood.

“As we usher in the new
year, it's certainly worth
taking a moment to pause
and look back. The year
2020 truly was an unprec-
edented ~period for the
world. Yet, despite all the
trials and uncertainties
that we faced, there were
still many positive things
as well,” says Kate Leepart
with the Wiggles and Gig-
gles fundraising commit-

LAST OF THE

2020

MODELS
MUST GO!

tee.

“As a committee dedi-
cated to bringing a licensed
daycare to Whitewood, we
were faced with the loss
of our main fundraiser,
Oktoberfest. Additionally,
we lost the opportunity
to consider many other
alternative fundraisers
due to pandemic related
constraints. Even so, our
community’s need for a
licensed daycare has not
decreased.

“In the midst of every-
thing, we have been so
fortunate for the support

that we've received from
the surrounding area. As
a committee, we wish to
extend a big thank you to
a business in our commu-
nity that has stepped up in
abig way.

“Secon Group, a multi-
trade industrial construc-
tion company that op-
erates based out of the
surrounding  area, has
supported our endeavours
from the start, as well as
consistently since then.
We are extremely thank-
ful for everything, and so
pleased to share that they

have partnered with the
Whitewood Wiggles and
Giggles Childcare Center
with a generous donation
of $50,000.

“This  amount  has
moved the process along
greatly, and will allow us
to plan seriously for start-
ing into the construction
phase earlier than origi-
nally anticipated.

“Words are not enough
to express how thankful
we are to Secon Group for
this gift, and everything
they do to support their
surrounding community.”

Steven Bonk, MLA

for Moosomin Constituency
622 Main St., Moosomin, SK

Phone 306-435-4005
Fax: 306-435-4008

Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday
9 a.m. - 12 noon

1p.m.-4pm.

Visit us online at
www.plainandvalley.com

2020 GMC SIERRA DENALI

MSRP $79,528 | SAVE $11,929
NOW $67,599

2020 CHEV SILVERADO
CUSTOM CK CREW 4X4

WAS $49,288 | SAVE $9,857
NOW $39,431

EMPLOYEE PRIGING

ON ALL IN-STOCK 2021 GMC TERRAIN SLE AWD

2021 GMC TERRAIN SLE AWD ELEWITIUN EDITION
WHI TOCK # 210

ITE | §

MSIIP $36,998 = EMPLOYEE PRIGE $35,739

Available 1.49% finance rate up

IN STOCK

2021 HOT LIST

OF PRODUCTS

“We Want To S

radleg ssgn

1102 PARK AVE.

2021 GMC TERRAIN SLE AWD ELEVATION EDITION
BLACK | STOCK # 21043
MSRP $37,693 « EMPLOYEE PRICE $36,344

2021 GMC TEIIRRIN SLE AWD GMC PIlll-SnFETY PLUS

D QUARTZ | STOCK # 210:

MSRP $35 759 EMPLOYEE PRICE $36,275
2021 GMC TERRAIN SLE AWD ELEVATION EDITION

WHITE | STOCK # 21019

MSRP $37,018 » EMPLOYEE PRICE $35,757

2021 GMC TERRAIN SLE AWD GMC PRO-GRADE EDITION
SATIN STEEL | STOCK # 21062

to 84 months

« 2021 Chev Silverado

“Trail Boss LT” 5.3L, Leather, Silver
« 2021 GMC Sierra AT4 5.3L Premium Satin Steel

Ltd.

est. 1946

vatisfy You”

MSRP $40,688 « EMPLOYEE PRICE $39,040

« 2021 GMC Denali 2500 HD 6.6L Duramax
« 2021 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ
“Midnight Edition” 2500 HD Duramax
* 2021 GMC Sierra AT4 5.3L Preferred Dark Sky

2020 BUICK ENVISION
PREMIUM AWD SAVE

£~

*Heated
Leather

MSRP 545,49 | SIVE 54,000
NOW $41,498

2021 CHEVROLET
SILUERADO CUSTOM
DOUBLE CAB 4X4
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DRIVE RWAY LEASE
$0 DOWN OAC, 20,000 KMS/YEAR | $0 DOWN OAC, 20,000 KMS/ YEAR

$23

« 2021 GMC Sierra AT4 6.2L Premium,
Tech Pkg, Sunroof White

« 2021 GMC Sierra AT4 6.2L Premium, White

« 2021 GMC Sierra AT4 5.3L Preferred, Black

* 2021 GMC Denali Long Box 3.0L Duramax

2021 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71
Off-Road Signature Package

2020 BUICK ENCORE
PREFERRED AWD  SAVE

15%

MSRP $29,168 | SAVE $4,375
NOW $24,793

BI-WEEKLY
PLUS TAX

2020 BUICK ENVISION
PREFERRED AWD  SAVE

« 12,500 Ko
PLUS 0% FOR 84 MONTHS

NOW $35,098

2021 GMC SIERRA
ELEVATION CREW
X31 OFF ROAD

DRIVE AWRY LEASE

BI-WEEKLY
PLUS TAX

$28

* 2021 Chev Blazer RS Plus Pkg loaded
* 2021 Chevrolet Suburban Premier w/Premium pkg

* New 2021 Chev Trailblazer LT AWD
* New 2021 Chev Trailblazer RS AWD, Tech Package
* 2021 GMC Canyon “AT4” Crew 4x4

+ 2021 Chev Colorado Z71 Off-Road, Black or White

Rob Bradley

Murray Gray

FOR CURRENT OFFERS CHECK OUT BRADLEYGM.COM

Jeff McGonigal

306-435-6987 306-435-9062 306-434-7919

I MOOSOMIN, SK | 306- 435-3367 | 1- 800 209-4628 | WWW.BRADLEYGM.COM
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High risk areas prioritized in Sask vaccine plan

BY RoB PauL Residents over the wastage.” comes to vaccinating the
LOCAL JOURNALISM age of 50 living in For now, it’s difficult for ~ general population because
INITIATIVE REPORTER Vaccine DEI.NEI'y Update remote/northern the Saskatchewan Minis- of the shortages with the
Phase one of Saskatch- Saskatchewan (total ~try of Health to look too Pfizer vaccine.
ewan’s vaccine rollout plan number  estimate- far into the future when it Continued on Page 21 v
began December 22, with | s sfrabruarys, 2021 8,921).
the hopes of administering '
10,725 doses per week— The immunization pri-
every individual needs Zone o il Total oritization in the province WE B“II-D HT HoMES'
:hwo ,dose's. Withtthisdplan, Par Horth Wt 1396 o . ;emains t;scused tI‘Ond t]bwe
ey’re aiming to admin- E— emographics outlined by \ )
ister an estimated 202,052 Far North Central 4m0 0 470 Dr. Shahab in phase one \
doses of the Pfizer vaccina- despite the current vaccina-
tion in the first quarter of FarNorth East 1801 o La01 h'onpshortage right now.
205.1 (Mar;h 31). b Horth West 2265 0 2265 ; ”Th}f priority groups
ince phase one began, — or phase one vaccination
Saskatchewan has admin- North Central 4327 0 4327 includes long-term  and
istered over 35,000 doses Noeth Ext Lo 0 Lt personal care home resi- =
of the vaccine—over 30,000 Horth East ! g dents and staff, health care kS
first doses and over 4,500 Saskatoon 5,894 2793 2587 workers—including  those HIGHWAY 9 SOUTH» YORKTDN SK
second doses—in over 40 in emergency rooms, ICU, QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
days. At the current vac- Regina 6122 2006 8138 Covid units, and testing
cination rate in Saskatche- Cemtral West . o o assessment centres—resi- 1726
wan, just under 6,000 doses —_— dents over 70 living in the
are being administered per Central East 2,628 1 2627 community, and hresidents Sllllare il)l)l
week. over 50 in northern and
Saskatchewan and Cana- South West o o o remote communities,” a RTM Home
da are falling short of their spokesperson for the Min- ACINOWS
inati 8 Is d t Sauth Central o o a }; F; Health fold th There is still
vaccination goals due to —_— istry of Heal o S (e (0 add your
de}ays on receiving the South East 3,202 o 3,292 Wor}d—Spec.tator. “We will personal touych_
Pfizer and Moderna vac- continue with efforts to vac- Pick your
cines, though Prime Minis- Totals: 303 4810 il cinate phase one priority interior and

ter Justin Trudeau recently
announced plans to begin
producing a vaccine do-
mestically as early as this
summer.

As part of Saskatch-
ewan’s phase one vaccine
rollout, immunization is
targeted towards priority
populations. The National
Advisory Committee on
Immunization (NACI) is-
sued guidance to prov-
inces on the distribution of
the vaccine and Saskatch-

Saskatchewan is prioritizing areas with higher
Covid-19 outbreak rates and effective distribu-

tion methods.

provinces ~ demographics
and logistical requirements.
Saskatchewan’s  phase
one framework for immu-
mzatlon prioritization:
Long-term care and
personal care home
residents and  staff
(total number esti-

departments, inten-
sive care units, Co-
vid-19 wards and
Covid testing and
assessment staff (to-
tal number estimate-
10,000-15,000).

Residents 70 years
and older in all

groups, as supply becomes
available.”

There are disparities in
doses administered by area
in Saskatchewan. The Min-
istry of Health says that’s
because they’re going to
more crucial areas first that
have effective distribution
methods.

“Locations are prioritized
based on a number of fac-
tors, one being Covid-19
risk and outbreak rate,”
they said. “The other being

exterior
finishings
making this
home perfect
foryou and
your family!

A

Progressive

HOME WARRANTY

We can also supply your foundation requirements and look
after all your on-site needs to make this a turn key project.

306-786-2007

ewan’s Chief Medical Offi- mate- 30,584). communities  (total  vaccine distribution logis- inlegrilvhuilderslld@Sasklel.nel
cer Dr. Saqib Shahab modi- e Health care work- number  estimate- tics from the vaccine hub to H i H
fied those guidelines for the ers in emergency 131,119). ensure there is no vaccine Integr“vbu“dersvorktun'com

Whole

Massage Chairs

Surrender every muscle in
your back, neck and shoulders
into relaxation with the
FlexGlide 3D orbital massage and
patented Warm Air Technology.

The foot and calf
massager maximizes blood
flow to the legs and feet.

e

human touchs

Foot, Calf and Thigh Massager

Powerful rollers provide a robust reflexology
massage to the soles of the feet.
Patented Figure-Eight Technology
provides an invigorating massage to
the calves in an upward wave-like
motion which enhances circulation.

The adjustable Swing Arm can be used
to provide massage to the thighs.

Soothing heat provides relief for
muscle tension.

PHARMASAVE

Centre

(=1=1//// Wellness & Mobility

624 Main Street - Moosomin, SK - 306-435-4330
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SECURITY SYSTEMS

:Rﬂ:ﬁ\? YOUR: we're locally owned & operated with
B Property customer service you can count on!

B Business PROTECT YOUR YARD -
M Farm Yard ASK US HOW!

B Calving Barn

Cow/Calf | 1N
Camera 2
System

with wireless from
House to Barn

Panasonic
HomeHawk
KX-HN7051 .
Coﬂage -~ Wireless HD
Securliy _ - — Outdoor Cameras
_‘ ) KX-HN705W -
Additional Wireless 1
Outdoor Camera Panasonic P . We can
HomeHawk andsonic
FOR ! HomeHawk upgrade
PANASONIC gmee Discreet Floor Indoor
Home A older coax
HOMEHAWK Monitorin Camera with
SYSTEM System g Ambient Light systems to new
NG 15 A KX-HNC815 KX-HNC8558 technology!

Glasser’s TV Service

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9 A.M. T0 5:30 P.M. « MOOSOMIN, SK * (306) 435-3040
WWW.GLASSERSTV.COM » WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GLASSERSTV
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v Continued from front

He finished in the top 15 per cent of
competitors in three of his races. He placed
21st in the slalom and 26th in giant slalom.

His best finish was 17th in ski cross, a
physical event in which skiers race against
three others and perform jumps on a
timed run.

Slight nudging and contact with the
others througiout a tight race is common,
but competitors have to be careful not to
block or interfere with others. Intentional
pushing or holding of another competitor
is grounds for immediate disqualification.

It's the same event Canadians have
dominated in recent years at the Olym-
pics. Canada medalled gold and silver
in women'’s ski cross at Sochi’s 2014 and
PyeongChang’s 2018 Winter Olympics. In
the 2018 men’s event, Canada claimed a
gold medal and a fourth-place finish.

Plain and Valley

Plewes has need for speed

While Plewes isn’t at that stage yet, go-
ing up against “insane” skiers from B.C. at
the Canada Winter Games was a memo-
rable experience.

It’s been a long time and will probably
be much longer, however, before ie’s able
to do it again. The Covid-19 pandemic has
thrown a huge wrench into his training
plans.

Plewes hasn’t been able to ski with his
coaches or train gates yet this season, be-
cause of Covid-19 protocols in Manitoba.

So far, all he’s been able to do is free-ski
and work on his form.

Getting tickets to ski hills has been an-
other challenge.

So far, Asessippi Ski Resort is the only
hill open near Plewes. With a limited
number of tickets available because of Co-
vid-19 restrictions, he hasn’t been able to
hit the slopes every week.

17, he began competitive race skiing at the age of 14. Below, Plewes
starting his giant slalom race at the Canada Winter Games in 2019

g T

Fé‘irhflhquE INFO:
www:northridgeregina.com
306-565=6/14

info@nrdregina.com
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Plewes is part of the Westman Ski Club
and is looking forward to visiting his
home base, Ski Valley in Minnedosa, once
it opens up.

Opportunities to train both provincially
and nationally have shrivelled up as well.

This past summer, Plewes was sup-
posed to travel to the U.S. for training
camps but had the opportunity derailed
by tﬁe pandemic.

Camps and races with Team Manitoba
were affected as well.

Usually, Team Manitoba has one or two
events a month starting in November. But,
the province was in code red—a level that
bans all organized sport—since Nov. 12.
He hasn’t been able to train with his team
at all, while provinces with looser restric-
tions like British Columbia, Alberta and
Ontario have been able to.

The tight restrictions have made it hard

for the 17-year-old to progress as a skier.

“I'm kind of forgetting how to race ski
at this point, not being able to go and train
on race skis and the gates,” he said.

When it comes to his future in race ski-
ing, Plewes is hopeful but taking it day-
by-day.

He’s eager for restrictions to loosen
when the time is right, so he can hopefully
still compete in a few races this season.

The Grade 12 Vincent Massey High
School student plans to move to B.C. for
school next year. If that happens and his
current race season goes well, he wants to
join a race team out there.

Although his future may be uncertain,
one thing is guaranteed. Racing or not,
Plewes will continue to keep on skiing.

“It’s just so fast and you get an adrenalin
rush from it,” Plewes said. “It’s really just
so much fun.”

l.»‘
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/

LUMBER!

Call for the best pricing!

FLOORING
Large selection of
laminate flooring
in-stock at

CLEARANCE PRICES!

Our
CUSTOM ORDER
WINDOW SALE
continues until the
end of February!

Call for best pricing
and availability

DISCOUNT CENTRE

ST. LAZARE, MANITOBA

204-683-2416 _f

fdsales@mts.net
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condominiums

FINAL PHASE
NOW SELLING
LUXURY BUNGALOW
& TOWNHOME
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HOT WINTER

SAVINGS

WINDOWS & DOORS

Place any custom window and door package
order and receive 10%* off your entire order!

USE PROMO CODE ALLWEATHER
WiNGOWS

TERMSANDCOND\TIONSC tb combined with motion. Only av: Ibl order: pI um ghFd (dCOOF‘VId n new ot d p\ dbtw n Febru yAZOZl de ary
17, 2021. 10% dis is baset der ubtotal e \dgf ght&t . Promotiol des custom orderet uct only and e; Il Metro, Classic Doo other stocking series product

@ Borderland

MOOSOMIN HOME CENTRE ROCANVILLE HOME CENTRE WHITEWOOD HOME CENTRE
1100 Park Street 2020 Ellice Street 804 South Railway Street

306-435-2642 306-645-2152 306-735-2410
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As Canadians flee cities, rural living gets its mojo back

Starbucks will close 300 restaurants in Canada by March. Other chains will likely follow suit.
But have no fear, chains will surely open other stores, but certainly not in city centres

It's no secret the Covid-19 pandemic has caused many
Canadians to move from cities to the suburbs and even
the countryside. According to Statistics Canada, the phe-
nomenon led to a record loss of population in Toronto,
Montreal and Vancouver in 2020.

Vacancy rates are skyrocketing in many urban centres
across the country. The same phenomenon is happening
in most parts of the Western world. Some recent real es-
tate reports suggest that 2021 will be more of the same.

Toronto recorded a record loss of 50,375 people between
July 1, 2019 and July 1, 2020. The number for Montreal
was around 35,000. The loss in Vancouver was measured
at around 15,000.

1t’s far from new to see city dwellers leaving cities. But
they’re often replaced by new immigrants.

But the pandemic has accelerated the flow of people
leaving cities, especially among young people. Almost a
third of the increase in outflows of people were between
15 and 29 years old, and 82 per cent were under 45 years
old. These people represent younger generations who are
slowly and quietly abandoning city life.

Of course, the cost of city dwelling is a cruel barrier.
Current interest rates—which are at historically low
levels—are making borrowing almost cost less. But ci
real estate is now out of reach for many households wit
low incomes. CIBC’s latest report on income gaps clearly
demonstrates how Covid-19 has made the poor poorer. So
leaving cities is more tempting than ever.

Telecommuting also offers an o]}:portunity for many to
escape from chaotic city traffic. The working-from-home
phenomena brought on by the pandemic won’t disappear
anytime soon. Several surveys suggest that almost a quar-

Sylvain Charlebois

ter of employers in Canada plan to let their employees
work most of the time from home after the pandemic is
over.

While several companies are reviewing their ergonomic
and workspace strategies, landlords struggle to find new
tenants. Leases are being repurposed and renegotiated to
reduce cost and accommodate part-time presence by em-
ployees, boutique style.

And Covid-19's legacy will be about getting more peo-
ple to work from home more often.

A domesticated, more sedentary population will also
consume food differently. Our culinary ambitions at
home have changed since March 2020. With more cook-
ing and gardening, Canadians are becoming food literate.

A smarter, more knowledgeable public when it comes
to food systems will shop for food differently. Grocers
will need to revise their real estate strategy.

And restaurants aren’t immune to what’s happening.

The Starbucks chain just announced it will close 300
stores across Canada by the end of March. Most of these
outlets are in shopping malls and, of course, in city cen-
tres. On average, a Starbucks generates approximately

$600,000 in revenue annually. That basically means that
$150 million to $180 million in business will need to find
new homes as that money is spent elsewhere.

Most importantly, the shift also means less money is be-
ing spent in urban centres. Out of 98,000 restaurants in
Canada, approximately 10,000 have closed since the start
of the pandemic, according to Restaurants Canada. Some
have closed permanently. Of the 10,000 closures, over
90 per cent are in urban centres with more than 200,000
people.

As with other food service chains, Starbucks will likely
go where the money is. And, most importantly, this mon-
ey is held by younger consumers whose economic influ-
ence can only increase over time. As we slowly leave a
pandemic-preoccupied era, more food companies will
need to adjust how they retail and service a transiting
food marketplace.

This mass movement towards rural life in Canada,
however, could also present an opportunity for some
independent operators who have been working in the
shadows of burgeoning downtowns across the country.
Unique restaurants and retailers in more remote settings
could see more customers, giving these outlets a second
wind.

And rural Canada may be getting its mojo back, which
is a good thing.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food ana-
lytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dal-
housie University.

Farmers and Friends Bonspiel
cancelled for second year

BY DONNA BEUTLER

The 5th Annual Farmers & Friends
Bonspiel is on hold for yet another
year, according to Whitewood Curl-
ing Club president and Farmers
Committee chair Chad Kelly.

“The bonspiel was cancelled last
year because of Covid-19 and is can-
celled again this year,” Kelly said.
“We are hoping for bigger and better
things for next year.”

Last year, when the bonspiel was

cancelled at the 11th hour, sponsor-
ship was already and place and many
of the prizes had already been collect-
ed so the committee, in consultation
with their supporters, held an online
auction.

“This year,” Kelly explained, “the
committee felt that we would not put
added stress on the businesses who
support the bonspiel and so we won’t
be holding an online auction.

“The consensus of the committee,”

Kelly added,” is to let things go this
year.” The curling club had already
decided to cancel the season and the
ice on the curling side of the White-
wood Community Centre has al-
ready been taken out.

“Many of the teams that had paid
their fee for the Farmers & Friends
Bonspiel chose to leave their entry
fees on hold with us and that option
will be available to them again this
year,” Kelly said.

I "Enjoy a new.yesr

without limitations.

This year, experience
true hearing freedom.
Whether you are watching a

movie at home, following a
conversation at a distance
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LIMITED TIME OFFER!

For a limited time, get up to

25 %OFF‘

our latest tailored for you,
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CONCRETE
RESTORATION

marty@concreterestore.ca
306-645-2777 (osice)
306-435-0900 (czww

www.concreterestore.ca

Floors ® Driveways
Steps ® Patios
Bin Foundations

SHARON (SHERRY) TALMAN

CPA, CGA
PROFESSIONAL CORP.

Taxes « Financial Statements

Farm, Business and Personal

sharontalmanprofessional@sasktel.net

306-743-1234
215 Kaiser Willhelm Ave., Langenburg, Sask
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Call today for

We can design and print in-house posters, forms, business cards,
letterheads, envelopes and so much more!

306.435.2445

or talking on the phone, we
have a tailored hearing
solution made just for you.
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a hearing experience unlike
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BY SPENCER KEMP
LocAL JourNALIsM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The first set of volunteers have been
selected for the trial of COVAC-2, a new
COVID-19 vaccine developed by the Vac-
cine and Infectious Disease Organization
(VIDO) at the University of Saskatch-
ewan.

VIDO is an internationally recognized
organization that is recognized for its
role in vaccine development and is one of
Canada’s national science facilities. It has
been in operation for 45 years and has had
eight of its vaccines sold commerecially.

“I think everyone in this facility is
elated. It's been a long tronch to get ﬁer
with hard work by everyone in the team.”
Explained Dr Paul Hodgson with VIDO.
“I think this is really a feather in our cap
when it comes to ending the pandemic.”

The Saskatchewan-made vaccine will
see 108 healthy volunteers vaccinated in
a controlled study at the Canadian Center
for Vaccinology in Halifax. Two doses will
be administered to the volunteers 28 days
apart. VIDO has worked with the Cana-
dian Center for Vaccinology in Halifax for
more than a decade and considers them
the most recognized site in the country for
vaccine clinical trials.

COVAC-2 is the first of two subunit
vaccines set to enter clinical testing. Sub-
unit vaccines contain purified viral pro-
teins that are not infectious alongside the
technology used in several commercially
available vaccines.

“Ours is a subunit-based vaccine, so
that is much more of the traditional child-
hood vaccine,” Hodgson added. “Those
are purified pieces of the virus that are not
infectious.”

Unlike the Pfizer vaccine, COVAC-2
will not require ultra-cold storage tem-
peratures, meaning it can be distributed
easier and can be stored in rural hospitals,
much like the current Moderna vaccine.

Plain and Valley

USask’s VIDO COVID-19 vaccine

undergoing clinical tri

,]

The COVAC-2 vaccine is being distributed to 108 volunteers at the
Canadian Center for Vaccinology in Halifax.

“Ultimately some of the mRNA vac-
cines, mRNA is much more degradable,
and much more susceptible to tempera-
tures that require ultra-cold storage,”

Successful data from Phase 1 of the trial
as well as Phase 3 will be necessary to re-
ceive authorization for public use. If the
data from Phase 1 is acceptable, VIDO
will be able to move forward into Phase

2 which involves hundreds of volunteers
across Canada receiving doses. This will
allow for VIDO to examine the vaccines
safety and the immune response that it
develops in people.

The vaccine antigen, a molecule that
triggers an immune response, that was
developed by VIDO, was produced under
good manufacturing practices at Quebec-

Do your part to slow the spread of

COVID-19
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Thank you for keeping your family,
friends and community safe!

Stay home if you're sick.
Wear a mask when appropriate.
Wash your hands often.

Keep your distance from others.
Stay up to date on the latest public
health measures by visiting

www.saskatchewan.ca/
covid19-measures
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based Biodextris using a cell line from the
National Research Council of Canada.

Thanks to provincial and federal fund-
ing, VIDO is building a manufacturing
facility that could produce up to 40 mil-
lion vaccine doses per year depending
on the production efficiencies of specific
vaccines. Construction of these facilities
are expected to be completed in late 2021
with vaccine production for facility certi-
fication planned for 2022.

“As we continue the fight against COV-
ID-19, domestic vaccine development and
production has never been more impor-
tant,” said Saskatchewan Premier Scott
Moe in a news release. “VIDO is a world
class organization and our government is
proud to continue to support their work
as they mark this significant milestone.”

Hodgson explained that it was not just
those at VIDO that worked to create this
vaccine. Thanks to several minds across
Canada, they were able to create the CO-
VAC-2 vaccine. But it was not just limit-
ed to Canada, there was help from other
medical professionals across the world as
well.

Assuming there are no hiccups along
the way, Hodgson hopes they will be able
to begin widespread distribution of the
COVAC-2 vaccine across Canada by the
end of the year. While normally the de-
velopment of a vaccine would see small
steps and many additional phases taken,
Hodgson explained that they are putting
some of the smaller steps together in or-
der to expedite the process of creating the
vaccine. He says this process does not af-
fect the quality of the vaccine.

He thanks the staff and everyone in-
volved for their efforts in getting this far
with the current stage of the Vaccine and
looks forward to moving into the addi-
tional phases as they continue to work
towards the completion of the COVAC-2
vaccine.

Saskatchewan Jj
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Local senior loses $27,000 in gift card scam

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

A local senior has lost $27,000 in a gift
card scam.

According to Moosomin RCMP, a local
81-year-old provided a fraudulent tech
company access to his computer in order
to try and fix an issue.

Once the tech company gained access to
the senior’s computer, they convinced the
senior they had accidentally transferred
$30,000 into his bank account, and it ap-
peared to the senior this had happened.

The senior ended up transferring $27,000
to the fraudster to “reimburse” him for
the money he believed was deposited in
his account by purchasing gift cards and
sending the activation codes.

No local businesses would sell gift cards
to the senior, recognizing it as a scam and
urging the senior not to send the money,
but the senior went to the city and bought
the gift cards.

“What happened is this elder granted
access to his computer to a fraudster to fix
issues he was having with his computer.
So then he (the fraudster) went into his
computer and moved $30,000 from a sav-
ings account into an everyday chequing
account,” says Moosomin RCMP Cpl Dal-
lyn Holmstrom.

“Then he told the 81-year-old, ‘I'm ex-
tremely sorry I created a huge error here,
I accidentally transferred $30,000 of our

company’s money into your account and
because of your bank I can’t take it back
out.

““What I need you to do is go buy these
gift cards and send me copies of the gift
cards and the activation codes.”

“Then the 81-year-old went to a few lo-
cal places looking for large amounts in gift
cards and they told him, ‘There’s no way
we can do this. This is a scam, don’t do it,”
” Holmstom said.

“He went back to the fraudster and said
‘they won't sell me these gift cards, can I
give Kou the money some other way.’

“The scammer said, “You know what,
I'll pay for the gas or whatever, go to
Brandon, go to a big box store and if they
cglestlon you about wh{1 you're gettmg all

ese cards, just say I have a lot of fam-
ily members and I'm sending them all a
bunch of money.” So he went to Brandon
and purchased all these gift cards and sent
the fraudster pictures of all the gift cards
with the activation codes.”

The senior still didn’t realize anything
was amiss until his family became in-
volved, according to Moosomin RCMP.

“His son came over and basically said,
‘dad, oh my god, you've sent $27,000 of
your savings.””

Holmstrom said it's good that local
stores refused to sell gift cards to the vic-
tim of this scam, but he urges them to

phone RCMP in any future cases.

“It's good that the local stores recog-
nized this as a scam and wouldn’t sell him
the cards, but he just went out of town,” he
said. “We talked to some of the local stores
and they said “yeah we know the exact guy
you're talking about, we told him it was a
scam and we wouldn’t sell them.” T hope
in the future the stores take that one step
further and phone us and say, ‘this guy
came in and wanted to buy $10,000 in gift
cards, I think there’s a scam going on here,’
because we could potentially prevent this
from happening, because at the end of the
day, there’s no way to track those gift cards.
The guy is just out that money. There’s
no way to solve it, there’s no way to trace
gift cards, they’re all sent to a burner cell
phone. Once it’s gone, it’s gone.”

Holmstrom said there is no way to trace
the scammer and lay charges in tﬁis case.

“If he used a certain IP address, some-
times we can track IP addresses. But if he
didn’t, in this case the remote access was
gained, and we can’t track it.

“Internet fraud is extremely difficult to
solve because you can hide your tracks so
well.

“If he would have sent an e-transfer to
the guy, we can track that. With an e-trans-
fer we know exactly where that money
is gom%1 we know what path it's taking,
but in the case of this he sent a picture of

a gift card with an activation code to a cell
phone.

“There’s no way of knowing who that
cell phone belongs to, because that cell
phone number in untraceable. You can
make the number show up as anything, it
can be a burner phone, it can be registered
to Batman. There’s no way to track that.”

Holmstrom said he has been trying to
emphasize the importance of being aware
of scams through his weekly RCMP report.

“A case like this is so sad. That's why
T've been putting this fraud of the week in
the RCMP report every week to prevent
this stuff from happening.

“We had a lady get taken for $120,000 up
in Preeceville when I was posted in Cano-
ra and it was very sad. She thought this
person was real and she was helping him
out and she just kept sending more money
and more money.”

He says it's important for retailers to
contact police in cases like this.

“If stores see anyone trying to purchase
a larﬁe amount in gift cards they should
call the RCMP immediately and maybe we
can stop this from happening.

“Let the police know. A phone call might
have stopped this from happening.

“This case is very sad because this gu;
is devastated now. Basically $30,000 of his
savings is gone. That’s a large amount of
money.”

Unique preschool program in Esterhazy

BY RoB PAuL
LocAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

about parenting strategies,
self-care, and preventative
measures parents can take

unique in that way, be-
cause the parents are very
involved too. We also do a

the sponsorshiﬁ of the
Good Spirit School Divi-
sion and has three main
individuals as frontline

experience working with
children ages three to 18,
and a family and a support
mentor trained with the

based learning environ-
ment that centres around
each child’s individual
needs.

In Esterhazy there’s a
preschool program that’s
a little different than the
norm, not only are children
invited to attend, but their
parents can come along
with them. It's the Pre-
school and Parent Educa-
tion Program (PPEP) and
it's unlike any other pre-
school program around.

PPEP has existed for over
25 years and each year it re-
ceives up to 64 applications
from students and families
wanting to enrol in the
unique preschool proEram
One of the plusses is the in-
clusivity it invites by being
a free program funded by
the Public Health Agency
of Canada through the
Community Action Plan
for Children and the Sas-
katchewan — Community
Initiatives Fund.

The parent program is
what makes PPEP notable
because it allows the par-
ents of the students the op-
portunity to get involved
and be in the classroom
too. With guidance from a
school facilitator, parents
can attend classes to learn

to help their children.

Another aspect of the
parent program is to give
those young families in
the community a chance to
connect and network with
one another to help sup-
port each other.

PPEP also offers an alter-
native program for fami-
lies where the parents are
unable to attend class—it’s
the same experience for the
children without the par-
ent component.

“It’s so different because
it's a preschool, but it’s
meant for the parents as
well,” said Jasmin Kerr, a
teacher with PPEP. “When
the kids are here for school,
the parents get to go to
school too and they can
learn so much as well. The
idea is because there’s lots
of new parents coming
in and new families that
aren’t from Canada and so
it’s a great way for them to
network and learn.

“It’s also for parents to
realize that they’re not
alone and we can form a
sense of community and
come together. It's really

lot of parent engagement
days—although this year
with Covid it’s been tricky,
but we've still done all that
we can to get the parents
involved.”

Culture and inclusive-
ness are an important
detail of PPEP and rec-
ognition of all culture is
something they feel brings
understanding to the com-
munity. With it being so
community oriented, as
part of the program there’s
a focus on using the local
environment as a way to
teach the children.

They visit different plac-
es in the community to
provide new learning envi-
ronments, such as:

¢ Grocery store.

Vet clinic.

RCMP.

EMT.

Fire hall.

SARCAN.

Senior home and
care home visits
with senior buddies.
e Greenhouse.

e Farm tour.

The program is run with

NOW HIRING

Part-time Cafeteria Assistant,
Saw Operator, Welder,
Paint Prep Technician & Painters.

Competitive hourly wages, company matched pension
contributions, and more!

Visit https://bit.ly/VII-careers to learn more and apply!

VADERSTAD

workers for the program.
The three individuals run-
ning the program are a
teacher with a Bachelor of
Education degree and ear-
ly childhood diploma with
20 years experience work-
ing in early childhood set-
tings, an educational assis-
tant with 20-plus years of

HE WORLD-

Spe

Canadian Cancer Society
for group support facilita-
tion and specially trained
in Yoga Kids.

Being unique is some-
thing the PPE prides itself
on and it’s not just with the
parent program it offers,
but with the child program
as well. It provides a play-

To help keep the children
engaged and energized,
the program doesn’t only
focus on in-the-classroom
learning, but implements
physical activity to help
promote healthy living
and build relationships be-
tween students.

Continued on page 11 v=

tor

FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ADVERTISING SALES
PROFESSIONAL

We are looking for a professional person who would enjoy dealing with and
contacting the newspaper’s customers on a daily basis The World-Spectator is a
growing company with a large customer base. The successful applicant for this
position would be spending their time contacting advertisers each day to notify
them about advertising opportunities in the World-Spectator, our regional newspa-

per, Plain and Valley and online advertising opportunities.

Both newspapers publish a number of special sections throughout the year,
and this position entails notifying advertisers about those special sections and
co-ordinating those sections.

As well, the successful applicant would be helping customers with any questions
they may have about advertising in the World-Spectator and the Plain and Valley,
and assisting customers with their advertising needs. This includes taking phone
calls, preparing price quotations, providing advice on what would work best for a
customer, and sitting down with customers face to face to talk about what they
need and what would work for them.

Maintaining ongoing relationships with customers is key. Qualifications: The
successful applicant for this position must be professional, outgoing, and good
with people. Strong organizational skills are key. No former experience in sales is

needed.

The World-Spectator offers competitive wages and a benefits package.

Please send a resume to kevin@world-spectator.com
Box 250, Moosomin, SK  S0G 3N0
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Key to growth within a community is positivity
says Sask Chamber of Commerce CEO

BY RoB PauL
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Southeast Saskatchewan is growing, according to Sask
Health numbers, particularly Moosomin and its sur-
rounding areas. Over the last 10 years Moosomin has
grown by 14.6 per cent and by 32 per cent over the last
15 years—surrounding municipalities have also either
stayed about the same or grown.

This isn’t the case outside the region, with other rural
communities seeing a decrease in size in the last decade.
Moosomin and its surrounding area have the benefit of
the mining industry playing an important role in growth,
but Sask Chamber of Commerce CEO Steve McLellan
says there’s more to it than that.

“There are some certain natural assets that have been
capitalized on—like the oil sector, like the potash sector—
but even within Moosomin’s geographic area, not every
community has grown,” he said. “My assessment would
be quite simple, Moosomin looks like a great place to live,
and itis a great place to live, and that’s drawn people who
will drive outside of the community to work elsewhere.
It's got those basic amenities, it’s got a hospital, it's got a
nice downtown, it’s got restaurants, it's got hotels out on
the highway, and it’s Eot a positive attitude. It looks like
a winner and that’s what people want, so if it looks like a
community that’s going backwards with how it looks and
how it feels, then people won’t want to live there and they
won't stay there.

“Moosomin has got those amenities that will keep peo-
ple in the neighbourhood, rather than driving all the way
to Yorkton and commuting to the mines, or driving from
Carlyle to the oil sector. Moosomin has people who say,
‘Twant to live in this town, it’s got everything I need and
looks like a winner, I'd be wise to live here.” All of ameni-
ties make a difference. There are different things to look
for in a town—younger people want to make sure there’s
things to do, places for their kids to skate, good schools
that aren’t falling apart and at risk of closing, and as they
get older they want to make sure there’s a healthcare fa-
cility that will look after them. Everybody wants to know
that there’s decent retail that will give me all the products
that I need and at easy access.

“I think we’re going to see places like Moosomin be-
come even bigger and grow even faster as smaller towns
who can’t fit that bill start to decrease in population,” he
said. “The only exception will be smaller communities
that are near a lake or something that has a draw like that,
but I think Moosomin will always be a very popular and
lively growing community.”

McLellan also thinks publicizing the assets a town has
plays a key role in attracting people from surrounding ar-
eas and building buzz about the community.

“The reality of it is, not only do you have to have those
things, but you have to tell people that you have them,”
he said. “For example, the skate way that Moosomin
has in town, I saw in an issue of the paper. Those things
make a difference, that's good exposure. Everyone that
is relatively new to town and even those who have been
around a while, when they’re on the phone or on a Zoom
with someone living elsewhere and they say, ‘what did
you do this week?” and one person from another commu-
nity says, ‘I'm bored as can be,” and the Moosomin per-
son says, ‘we went skate,” or even if they didn’t go on it,
they know about it because it's been covered so well and
they’ve got plans to use it.

“Not every town has someone out there to let every-
body know that they have these things. That’s a part of
the responsibility, but also the opportunity of a commu-
nity newspaper to make sure people know all these as-
sets and keep remind them because you might not be a
skater today, but in two weeks when you're as bored as
can be and want to get outside you'll go downtown buy a

air of skates and figure out you love skating because you

aven’t done it in thirty years. All those things are part
of what keeps communities vibrant and keeps people in
those communities.”

Continuity in the community between the town coun-
cil, economic development officer, rec department, busi-
ness leaders, and everybody in-between is paramount for
promoting growth and ensuring strong involvement says
McLellan.

“They need to get active,” he said. “Growth is not acci-
dental and very seldom is it totally organic. It’s intention-
al, Moosomin’s economic development folks have been
active to invite companies like Canalta to come to town.

Mobile Service Ltd.

SAFETY INSPECTION & REPAIR SHOP
Full line of Truck/Trailer Parts
Hwy. #3 East ® Melita, MB

(204) 522-8451

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE PARTS DEALER

Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce CEO
Steve McLellan.

The town has worked very closely with the mines and the
oil company to make sure what they need is available and
that they feel welcome in the community. It’s absolutely
an intentional outcome and if you're not intentional, stra-
tegic, and co-ordinated in how you do that.

“Whether it’s the rec board working with the economic
development board or local chamber helping to identify
new opportunities and celebrate new businesses, but it
has to be a co-ordinated effort without it being overly or-
ganized. It’s got to be intentional and communities that
are sitting on their heels saying, ‘jeez, poor us,” they’ll
continue to go down because nobody wants to be part
of that attitude and it’s a long way often from a negative
attitude to a positive growth rate—there’s a direct link be-
tween the two.”

If a rural area is to thrive, McLellan believes it has ev-
erything to do with the collective positivity of the towns-
people and he says that starts at tlfe top with community
leaders and it trickles down.

“Even to the young person that works at the gas station,
when someone drives through and they say, ‘welcome to
Moosomin!” or something that just shows the positive at-
titude, that matters,” he said. “If they’re driving across
the country and they stop at 20 gas stations, which is the
one they remember? Those sorts of goodwill assets are
certainly useful and again, when you drive through it, it
looks like a town you want to live in and that's the atti-
tude Moosomin projects.

“It has potential with surrounding industries—there’s
a lot of work that has made it so successful—but I think
it will continue because of the collective will. Moosomin’s
local chamber is very active, the economic development
folks work well, and there’s good leadership at the mu-
nicipal level and certainly the MLA, Steven Bonk, is a
champion for the Moosomin area and the province. All
of those things combined, like I say, there’s a direct line

STOKER COAL FOR SALE

| am presently moving coal
into SE Saskatchewan and
all areas of Manitoba.

For more information contact:
Larry Gould e Reston, MB
204.877.3882
204-522-6067
e-mail: ligould@mymts.net
|

Visit Plain & Valley online any time at wnnnn. plainandwvalley.com

between a negative attitude and negative growth.”

Something McLellan sees as a quick fix is help from
the provincial and federal government. He believes if the
change doesn’t start from within the community then as-
sistance from outside of it won’t have a lasting impact.

“It has to start with the communities,” he said. “The
worst thing and the shortest term success would be a gov-
ernment grant that helped the community do something.
It has to start internally and the only way for it to be sus-
tainable is for it to be done that way. If the municipality
puts money into it, then that's great because it's your own
community. The province can’t give you a grant that cre-
ates a positive environment, they can give you a grant to
help strategy, but it’s much better done if it’s done at the
municipal level.

“They can assist things, like making sure there’s a pro-
gram to have a senior centre built where there’s com-
munity shared ownership or fundraising, they can make
sure they’re very careful on determination of healthcare
services and how those facilities are funded, and they
can certainly have a bigger stake—as can the private sec-
tor—in things like infrastructure for internet. Those types
of things make life in a smaller community different, not
more challenging, but different if indeed things like ac-
cess to internet or business or kids learning are harder to
access in rural Saskatchewan—the province has a role in
helping there, but I don’t think they have a direct role in
making people more positive.

“You need to want to come together as a community
and when you do that, you don’t need a grant, you just
need a group of committed individuals and great things
will happen. All the provincial or federal government can
give you is a temporary high,” he said. “It needs to be
sustainable because otherwise you become a one hit won-
der and people may say, ‘oh my gosh this is good, I'm
going to move there,” and then they get there and there’s
no positivity. Even elected leadership can be ambassadors
for it, but you need people who aren’t on council to help
produce events and celebrate great things that are hap-
pening in the community.

“Delegates can do that, they should recognize the good
things Moosomin is doing and congratulate the town and
expansion, and they do that through people like Steven
Bonk. But other than that, I'd argue, it Eas got to be at the
grassroots level for it to be sustainable because it's not a
short-term high you're looking for.”
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Umque preschool program in Esterhazy

The Preschool and Parent Education Program (PPEP) in Esterhazy gives parents a chance to
learn and make connections within the community as well as give their children an opportunity to

prepare for school.

ww Continued from page 9

“We really promote literacy and reading, as well as so-
cial engagement because that’s really important in pre-
school,” Kerr said. “We're always making sure we can
form connections with all of our peers and we sit down
at the carpet every day and we do a lot of our learning
through play and we do lots of crafts every day. Even this
year during this crazy pandemic we try to get outside and
moving as much as we can with the kids wearing masks.
It's definitely been a challenge, but we're always trying
to get them outside and get them active. We also focus
on mindfulness and awareness of one another. It's really
good training to get them ready and get into a routine of

shop from home @

zaylie.ca

All proper precautions will be taken for delivery.
Payment available over the phone or e-transfer

how school works.”

The focus is on the social, physical, language, intellec-
tual, creative, and emotional needs of each child. This is
achieved in a calm, loving, and consistent environment.
There’s a strong focus on mindfulness, emotions, and
how to regulate them through breathing techniques and
a better understanding of how bodies and minds work in
relation to one another.

“For people that are interested in the program, we have
information all over Esterhazy or people can Call us and
we can give them information on tl]wae program,” she said.
“We also have a Facebook page that people can go on to
see what we do as well. The program being free is really

nice too because we think that everyone deserves this
program and it’s very handy for people who are lower
income and we also work with the community a lot too
so we can get a lot of stuff donated. It’s really a beneficial
and positive program that welcomes everyone.”

For those interested in the program can contact 306-745-
2893 or email ppep@gssd.ca, they can also be found on
Facebook at Preschool Ppep Esterhazy.
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The two largest potash mines in the world,

Nutrien Rocanville, left, and Mosaic Esterhazy right.

Best jurisdiction in the world in which to invest

Mining Journal names
Sask. top location

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

The 2020 edition of the
Mining  Journal’s  World
Risk Report ranks Sas-
katchewan among the very
top jurisdictions globally
for doing business in the
mining sector.

Saskatchewan is ranked
as the number one jurisdic-
tion in the world for min-
ing investment opportuni-
ty in the Mining Journal's
2020 World Risk Report
Opportunity Index.

“This report con-
firms that Saskatchewan,
through stable policies
and regulation, has created
among the strongest min-
ing investment climates in
the world,” Saskatchewan

Energy and Resources
Minister Bronwyn Eyre
said.

“The mining sector plays
a critical role in our eco-
nomic recovery, and we
will continue to ensure that

investment, Saskatchewan
was one of only two juris-
dictions that achieved the
highest AAA rating.

The report looked at five
major areas, including le-
gal, governance, social, fis-
cal, and infrastructure per-
formance metrics.

The report, which is pub-
lished in London, UK by
an Australian-owned com-
pany, is based on survey
responses from more than

900 mining sector profes-
sionals, combined with ten
metrics from established,
risk-related indices in de-
termining the rankings.

The report ranks 111 ju-
risdictions across 83 coun-
tries.

Saskatchewan’s 10-year
Growth Plan, released in
November 2019, aims to at-
tract further investment in
the province’s world-class
mining sector.

Electric

Its targets include in-
creasing the annual value
of uranium sales to $2 bil-
lion, potash sales to $9 bil-
lion, and encouraging the
exploration and develop-
ment of strategic metals
and minerals in Saskatch-
ewan.

Turn to page 15 for an in-
terview with Saskatchewan’s
Energy and Resources Min-
ister Bronwyn Eyre on the
ranking.
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Saskatchewan is among
the top international juris-
dictions for investment in
the exploration and devel-
opment of minerals.”
Mining is one of Sas-

204-748-1753
Give us a call for all your

@ SAVE

THE TAX

katchewan’s major indus-
tries, and the two larg-
est potash mines in the
world—Nutrien ~ Rocan-
ville and Mosaic Esterha-
zy—are in the local area.

Saskatchewan achieved
the highest rating in the re-
port’s Opportunity Index,
a combination of perceived
mineral potential and in-
vestment risk.

With respect to overall
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Grad looks

for him and for her

HER

With countless boutiques overflowing with lavish
gowns, ladies, rest assured that your dream dress is out
there — it's just a matter of finding it. For the perfect fairy
tale look, make sure to choose a gown that suits your body
type. For example, if you have an hourglass shape (shoul-
ders and hips wider than your waist), opt for a flared
dress to flatter your delicate waistline. On the other hand,
if you have a pyramidal shape (smaller bust and wider
hips), consider a dress that’s adjusted up top and looser
down below. Moreover, select a colour that complements
your skin tone. For the fair-skinned, vibrant hues like red
or purple are recommended over pastels, while lighter
shades, like pink, white and metallic hues look marvel-
lous on darker skin tones.

HIM

Young men, Graduation is your opportunity to come
out looking like James Bond, so forget those second-hand
suits — they’re always either too big or too small — and
opt for something a little more clean cut. When shopping
for your suit, make sure the jacket and pants fit you to a
T. If you aren’t sure of the proper fit, ask a sales associ-
ate to measure your inseams and suggest styles appro-
priate for your build. In terms of colour, you can never
go wrong with a classic black or navy blue suit. For the
bold at heart, show off your personality with a brightly
patterned shirt instead of that shiny polyester ensemble
you’ve been eyeballing. Finally, will you sport a necktie
or bowtie? The choice is yours!

Plain and Valley

Jedld
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Treat yourself to an at-home honeymoon

Restrictions put in place during the
pandemic make it challenging, if not im-
possible, to travel to most prime honey-
moon destinations. And once you arrive,
who knows what restaurants and attrac-
tions will be open. So while white sandy
beaches and European cafés may be out of
reach, a romantic staycation should hardly
be considered settling for second best.

ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME

First and foremost, you don’t have to
worry about contracting the coronavi-
rus if you choose to honeymoon from
the comfort of your home. Additionally,
you'll avoid the hassle of preparing for
a trip — no need to renew your passport,
get vaccinated, convert your cash or buy
travel insurance. Plus, you won’t have to
l}iack, and you can be sure that the bedding

asn’t been used by strangers.

INDULGE IN AN ARRAY
OF LUXURIES

Under normal circumstances, a trip to
Paris or Tahiti would set you back a few
thousand dollars. Without airfare and ho-
tel bookings eating up your budget, you

may be able to afford one or more indul-
gences. For example, you could:

e Order all of your meals from restau-
rants and get them delivered right to your
door.

e Splurge on a high-end sectional sofa,
king-size bed or home theatre system.

e Surprise your partner with designer
lingerie, and drink only fine wines every
night.

Honeymooning at home allows you to
start your life as a married couple in the
comfort and privacy of your own home
while indulging in food, wine and gifts.

\\n‘;:

W

Have something to celebrate?

Whether it’s your graduation, wedding, or

To advertise on the Plain & Valley's

special event, we are here to help you make

y,our day beautiful! ‘ ‘

Give us a call at 306 435 2829, ‘
or visit www.westwindflorist.ca

annual Wedding & Grad pages
call 306-435-2445 or email
world_spectator@sasktel.net

THE

GRADZ02I

PACKAGE

Share your Covid graduation
with your friends and family
with a beautiful short film
for social media. Combining
interviews, photos and video,
edited to music, well preserve
your memories forever.

\‘% —
‘-‘3‘%«"{?
Angel Lx[ re
306 404 83
[ VIDEDS' (55 PHOTOGRAPHY WiT

INSTAGRAM » MODNSHINER!
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Manitoba author releasing her
fourth murder mystery book

BY SPENCER KEmP
LocAL JourRNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

All it took was a golfing trip for a Manitoba woman
to begin her career as a mystery writer. While out golf-
ing, Joan Havelange from Russell, Manitoba asked the
question of ‘what if’. This came after drawing inspiration
from a murder mystery movie. What if things changed?
If things happened different than they did in the movie?

“All fiction is ‘what if’, “‘what if this happens’, then you
go off on a tangent from there.” Havelange said. “I was
golfing and thought what if a golf ball flew off and hit
someone in the forehead and they died? But what if they
were already dead? And then the mystery begins.”

With that bout of inspiration, Havelange kicked off her
writing career. She began writing her first book, Wayward
Shot, about five years ago. She wrote the book on her iPad,
something that Ker editors quickly asked her to remedy in
order to properly format her stories.

The book was published to GoodReads and received an
onslaught of reviews with overwhelmingly positive com-
ments, commending Havelange for her humor, mystery,
and the climax of the story.

“I didn'’t realize how lucky I was to get picked up by
somebody,” she says.

This success inspired Havelange to go on to publish her
next book, Death and Denial, that followed the protago-
nists from the first, but this time on a cruise ship witﬁ a
murderer aboard. The book follows the duo as they evade
danger and sniff out the culprit with a balance of mystery
and humor.

Havelange explained that this book was quite a bit
harder to write than the first, trying to keep the characters
in-character and describing the setting without it becom-
ing too bland. She said that with the success of her first
book, she wanted to continue the series and settled on the
idea of utilizing a cruise ship as a setting after being on a
cruise ship herself.

“It came out very well and I was really pleased, but it
was tougher to write,” Havelange explained.

The books didn’t stop there, as Havelange pushed for
a third book, The Trouble with Funerals. This latest install-
ment to her series was released in December, 2020 and
follows the duo as they investigate a string of deaths at
a manor, unsure if it’s the work of a killer or if there is
something more than that going on.

“When they were put out and people liked them I was
shocked,” Havelange said.

Havelange explained that there was some concern with
the title as the book was released in the middle of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, concerned it may draw the ire of some
due to the current state of the world. But after a discus-
sion with her editor, Havelange elected to keep the books
title and send it off to publish.

Once again, this book was successful much like the oth-
er two released before it. And with the wind in her sails,
Havelange is now set to release her fourth book in the
series, The Suspects.

This addition to the series is set to be released in No-
vember 2021 and follows the duo once more,but this time
in Russia. Havelange drew inspiration for this addition to
her series after a visit to Russia years back.

In this book, the duo are on a trip to Russia when one
of them are accused of murder. Due to language barri-
ers and other international complications, they must find
a way to clear their names and make their way home to
Saskatchewan.

She explained that she is currently on the second draft
of her latest book, The Suspects, and plans to have the
third draft done up soon. After that, there will be one
more draft before the book can be published.

“You do have a sort of deadline, but it’s not a harsh
deadline.” Havelange added. “I write better in the winter
than I do in summer because I like to golf.”

Havelange explained that it has been a learning expe-
rience for Eer as she continues her series of books. She
says that she never really paid attention in English class
in school and has had to since take a course on writing to
help with her formatting. She claims this has eased up the
stress on her editor.

“Its like putting your kid out there and they want to be
on stage.” She added. “I'm never going to be a J.K Rowl-
ing and make a ton of money. I want people to read my
story and I want them to enjoy it. I get a lot of feedback
and people are enjoying it. It's not a thriller, it's not a
slasher, it’s a mystery. There’s puzzles and there’s humor.
And people have given a lot of good feedback for that as
well.”

The books can be found on GoodReads.com.

Call us for:
¢ Coroplast and metal signs
e Custom printing
¢ Birthday calendars

SH&Rtator

306-435-2445  world_spectator@sasktel.tn

Joan Havelange is preparing to publish her fouﬁh book, The Suspects, in November 2021.
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Eyre says ranking confirms Sask's competitiveness
$10 billion in investment expected in Sask. mining in next decade

Aranking by the Mining Journal recently placed Saskatch-
ewan as the number one jurisdiction in the world for mining
investment opportunity in the publication’s World Risk Re-
port Opportunity Index.

Plain & Valley editor Kevin Weedmark spoke with Sas-
katchewan Energy and Resources Minister Bronwyn Eyre
about the ranking and what it says about Saskatchewan’s
mining industry.

From your viewpoint, how important is the perception
of Saskatchewan’s competitiveness around the world to the
future of the mining industry in this province?

That's a great question. And of course it’s not just percep-
tion, although that’s very important, but it’s reality, because
we were competitive on a global scale and that’s why we're
proud of this report.

But report or no report, the facts remain that Saskatchewan
is a world leader in potash and in uranium and we have in-
credible potential when it comes to diamonds and base met-
als and precious metals, which is why we put in place the
targeted mineral incentive, for example, which focuses on
hot spots for those and encourages new companies to come
to Saskatchewan.

But like any sector, the mining sector wants to invest and
they want to operate in jurisdictions that are stable where
royalty and taxes are transEarent and governance and integ-
rity are strong and where they can receive favorable returns.

And this report confirms what we already know—and I'm
happy to be biased in that regard—that that’s all available
here in Saskatchewan.

Are rankings like this useful in attracting investment to
Saskatchewan?

To be one of the only jurisdictions in the world to receive
an AAA, a triple A rating, for investment risk, is significant.
You hope that attracts investment, because that’s what com-
panies are looking for and it's a well respected report. The
metrics are very solid.

It's been published since 2017, it does these jurisdiction-by-
jurisdiction ratings across five core areas—40 per cent legal,
25 per cent governance, 15 per cent social, 12.5 per cent fiscal
and 7.5 per cent infrastructure. And that's how they get their
investment risk index. So again, well respected, solid metrics
and widely read which are all good things for investment.

Does the government have its own internal process to de-
termine its competitiveness? Is it always evaluating where
it stands compared to other jurisdictions to ensure that it
remains competitive?

Absolutely, we're always doing that and as a government
we're always reviewing mining regulations and policies
from Canadian and international jurisdictions and of course
industry and third-party sources to make sure that we're al-
ways being competitive.

And as a result of course we help Canada look good too.

The federal government has said they want to brand Can-
ada as a place to invest for mining and I would think that
reports such as this one would help them do that. And cer-
tainly Saskatchewan helps them do that.

Is there anything the provincial government needs to

BIG LOU’S
LUMBER
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MONTH OF FEBRUARY
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do to ensure that Saskatch-
ewan remains competitive
in the future?

Well I think we have to
make sure that the permit-
ting processes, that’s one
example, are as smooth and
free of red tape as they can
be, from the ministries of en-
vironments perspective.

For  example—because
you often have several min-
istries that have a bearing on
these things and we all have
to work together when it
comes to competitiveness—
we have to continue to get
the word out about some of
the challenges that the min-
ing sector faces from a fed-
eral perspective.

Recently, as you know,
we've had the clean fuel standards, we've had Bill C-69,
we've had federal policies on everything from protected
lands to caribou—all of these have been of concern to the
mining sector and we just have to remain vigilant about the
changes at the federal level that are affecting or could affect
competitiveness.

Saskatchewan Energy
and Resources Minister
Bronwyn Eyre

In this area we’ve had a lot of investment in the last de-
cade at Nutrien and Mosaic. What kind of new investment,
is the government expecting in Saskatchewan’s mining in-
dustry over the next decade?

We're always hoping to, of course, attract investment and
there are a number of mining projects that are currently un-
der development or planned in the province that could be
constructed before 2030 and they involve potential invest-
ment of over $10 billion.

That is very exciting and is partly why in our growth plan
we were pretty bullish about mining and the prospects for
increased production in potash and uranium and other areas.

Is the government anticipating a lot of new investments
from new players in mining or a lot of expansion from cur-
rent players? How do you expect that to break down?

There’s some potential for expansion of facilities from ex-
isting producers but the majority of new mining projects that
are being considered for construction would be new players
in Saskatchewan. So again, it’s very exciting in that regard.

What minerals would you expect to attract the most new
investment over the next few years?

There are projects being evaluated in potash and uranium,
where, of course, we’ve been a longtime global leader.

But there are other minerals where we see significant po-
tential and where there is significant movement, including
diamonds, base metals, rare earth elements, lithium—these
are all attracting quite a bit of attention.

TI've said before that we're making our way through the
periodic table in Saskatchewan and certainly rare earth ele-
ments and lithium would be two examples of that.

So, there is definitely room for diversification and for
building on the things we already do very, very well in the
province.

How does it feel to have this acknowledgement from the
Mining Journal of Saskatchewan’s competitive position?

It feels great. Because of the struggles of the last year, ev-
erything has seemed more delicate.

And mining has weathered things comparatively better
than oil and gas, but that’s not to say that there hasn’t been
challenges, so to have this come out after a difficult year is
really a boost and is helpful.

Most of all, we want to focus on recovery of our economy
now, and mining is a huge part of that, and so important for
the province.

It's important for everyone in the province in terms of the
opportunities it can create.

It's great to have this acknowledgement. We just have to
keep building on what we’re doing and making sure we are
doing it as well as we can.
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BY SPENCER KEmP
LocAL JoURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Businesses that want to apply for pro-
vincial business should apply soon, as
deadlines are coming up for some ptro-
grams.

SmaLL BUsiNEss EMERGENCY PAYMENT

The Government of Saskatchewan has
extended the Saskatchewan Small Busi-
ness Emergency Payment (SSBEP) pro-
gram.

The program was established to provide
financial assistance to eligible small busi-
nesses in Saskatchewan that have been or-
dered to temporarily close or substantiall
curtail operations due to a public healt
order in effect between December 1 and
31, 2020, and/or between January 1 and
31, 2021, to help control transmission of
COVID-19.

Financial assistance includes a payment
of up to $5,000 for December 2020 and/
or January 2021 that can be used for any
purpose.

The program was initially offered April
througﬁ June of 2020. An amended Phase
2 of the program has been established for
December 1-31, 2020, and January 1-31,
2021, with the program opening for appli-
cations until Tuesday March 2, 2021.

Due to the pandemic continuing to im-
pact businesses in Saskatchewan, Trade
and Export Development Minister, Jer-
emy Harrison, says the extension of the
program is vital to allow them to continue
operating as the global pandemic is ongo-
ing.

However, as additional business restric-
tions have gone into place since the last re-
newal, the Government of Saskatchewan
is encouraging businesses to reassess their
eligibility for both the December and Janu-
ary payments.

As of the December payment, there have
been 1,521 applicants and $5.9 million in
assistance distributed to businesses.

Despite millions of dollars circulat-
ing into small businesses, Saskatchewan
Chamber of Commerce CEO Scott McLel-
lan believes that more businesses should
be accessing the funding that is available.

Between Federal and Provincial pro-
grams, McLellan says there are plenty of
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Support for small businesses
extended in Saskatchewan

different programs available for small
businesses to utilize in order to help take
some of the stress off their shoulders.

Businesses that qualified for the SSBEP
in December will not have to re-apply for
January, though businesses will be con-
tacted to attest that they remain eligible
for the January payment.

To take part in this program, businesses
can go tp saskatchewan.ca/small-busi-
ness-emergency-payment or call 1-800-
667-6102. Additionally, emails can be sent
to ssbep@gov.sk.ca.

STRONG RECOVERY ADAPTATION REBATE

In addition to the SSBEP proEram/ there
are also additional programs the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan is offering to small
businesses who have been impacted by
COVID-19.

The Strong Recovery Adaptation Rebate
(SRAR) is a program that reimburses small
businesses for investments made to help
protect staff and make adjustments to con-
tinue operations through the COVID-19
pandemic.

These adaptations can include barriers
used to protect workers, the reconfigur-
ing of space to help social distancing, pro-
viding additional services through digi-
tal tooks, providing different services or
products, and the transition to delivery or
curb-side pick-up services.

The assistance includes payments of up
to $5,000 or 50 per cent of total eligible in-
vestments made by the applicant prior to
February 28, 2021.

To apply for this program, businesses
are asked to visit saskatchewan.ca/strong-
recovery-adaptation-rebate or call 1-844-
800-8688. Email inquiries can be sent to
srar@gov.sk.ca.

The application deadline for the SRAR
program is March 31, 2021.

REe-OPEN SASKATCHEWAN TRAINING SUBSIDY

An additional program is available for
small businesses as well in Saskatchewan.
The Re-Open Saskatchewan Training Sub-
sidy (RSTS) is accepting applications. This
program aims at helping assist with the
costs of training employees to adjust to
the constantly changing atmosphere of the
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throughout
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Spreading Smiles
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COVID-19 pandemic.

The RSTS program reimburses private-
sector employers 100 per cent of the costs
of training employees up to a maximum
of $10,000.

This program was put in place to assist
small businesses who need to adapt their
employees and their services to the ongo-
ing pandemic. In a release from the Gov-
ernment of Saskatchewan, this program is
outlined as being put in place to help open
the economy in Saskatchewan.

The application deadline for the RSTS
program has been extended to March 31,
2021 in order to give businesses additional
time to apply and see if they are eligible
for the program.

For tﬁcse who wish to take part in the
program, you are asked to visit their web-
site at saskatchewan.ca/training-subsidy
or call 306-964-1005 or email further inqui-
ries to cansaskjobgrant@gov.sk.ca.

The Government of Saskatchewan adds
that businesses that have been fined for
non-compliance with the current public
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health orders will not be eligible to receive
support from these programs.

You can find all the contact info to take
part in these programs below.

Saskatchewan Small Business
Emergency Payment (SSBEP)
www.saskatchewan.ca/
small-business-emergency-payment
1-800-667-6102
ssbep@gov.sk.ca

Strong Recovery Adaptation
Rebate (SRAR)
www.saskatchewan.ca/
strong-recovery-adaptation-rebate
1-844-800-8688
srar@gov.sk.ca

Re-Open Saskatchewan Training
Subsidy (RSTS)
www.saskatchewan.ca/
training-subsidy
306-964-1005
cansaskjobgrant@gov.sk.ca
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Talented photographer Kim Poole captured these images of past Living Skies fireworks competitions.

Living Skies Come Alive in doubt for second straight year due to Covid

BY RoB PauL
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Usually every summer
people come from across
southeast ~ Saskatchewan
and southwest Manitoba
for a fireworks spectacle at
Moosomin Regional Park.
There’s tens of thousands
of people, food and drink,
bands performing, and of
course, the fireworks.

The Living Skies Come
Alive International Fire-
works Competition is a
beloved event in Canada
and draws competitors
from all over the globe, as
far as China and the Phil-

ippines—it’s the largest
event in southeast Sas-
katchewan.

It's a world-class com-
petition that’s on the same
level as some of the best
international fireworks
competitions. Thousands
of dollars and hundreds
of hours are invested into
the competition each year
with it all coming together
as the fireworks mesmer-
ize over Moosomin Lake.

From the competitors
to the planners to the per-
formers to the vendors to
all the spectators it draws,
it’s one of the most impor-
tant weekends of the year
for the local economy.

In 2020, the event had to
be cancelled due to the Co-
vid-19 pandemic restrict-
ing gat[l)ﬁering sizes and
international ~ travel—it
would have been the 11th
year of the fireworks in
Moosomin.

For the second straight
summer, the competition
looks unlikely to go for-
ward.

Although August is still
months away, preparation
for such a large event be-
gins early and Karen He-
bert, head of the fireworks
committee, says that with-
out knowing what will be
allowed down the road,
there’s just no way of
planning such a substan-
tial gathering.

“Until we can gather a
large amount of people
it’s just definitely not an
option,” she said. “Our
crowds are in the thou-
sands so whenever the
guidelines open up, is
when we’ll be able to look
at something like this, but
until then, it's definitely
not an option at all. For
now it’s off the table un-
less things open up, I can’t
see that happening.”

Another factor work-
ing against the event right
now is that it's an inter-
national competition and
non-essential travel is not
recommended, meaning
any competition would
need to be strictly Cana-

dian.

“With the parameters
that are in place right now,
Ijust can’t see things beinﬁ
able to open up enoug
and then also even if
we could gather people,
would we have to have
two Canadian companies?
Because do you want to
bring other countries in?
And with the travel restric-
tions, at this point in time
it’s not an option.”

Hebert doesn’t believe
any fireworks event will be
able to happen this sum-
mer based on how things
are looking in Canada
with the slow rollout of the
vaccine and says all the
can do is sit and wait wit
no control over what’s to
come.

“There’s really nothing
we can do about it and
at this point in time,” she
said. “I can’t see the fire-
works being able to hap-
pen in 2021 unless some
major changes happen, but
the way we're going right
now and with the lack of
vaccines, I just can’t see
thinis opening up very
much.”

Alternate options for the
event are under consid-
eration if things open up
more, but it’s a logistically
tough situation to work
with, says Hebert.

“Our main fireworks

contact with the Canadian
company is Peter (Palmer
of CanFire Pyrotechnics)
and he called me last fall
hoping we could do some-
thing smaller, but at that
time people would have
had to drive in and park
somewhere to see it and
we don’t have a facility in
order to handle that,” she
said.

The best chance of a fire-
works show for this sum-
mer at Moosomin Lake
would be if gathering re-
strictions open up and a
smaller scale event is pos-
sible within the guidelines.

“If we can host some-
thing then we’d for sure
look into that,” she said.
“We've discussed differ-
ent options, but until we
can actually l;:éather peo-
ple, none of those can be
planned out.”

In a normal situation,
nearly a full year of plan-
ning goes into the com-
petition to ensure enter-
tainment, vendors, and
competitions are set, but
given the circumstances,
the committee hasn’t been
able to do anything in
preparation for the sum-
mer of 2021.

“We would have already
started  planning,”  she
said. “Once we put the pre-
vious year’s to bed, we’'d
maybe take the rest of the
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month off and then we’'d
start again by September
to get ready for the next
year. We need to book our
bands and entertainment
and all of that stuff so we
would have already had a
lot of prep work done at
this point in time.”

At this point, Hebert

doesn’t even think 2022 is
a sure thing for the fire-
works competition be-
cause of all the uncertainty
surrounding the pandemic
and nobody knowing
what the “new normal”
will look like as the world
recovers from Covid-19.
“This is just the reality

of our new Covid life,” she
said. “What are they going
to do for large concerts and
large gatherings of people?
I don’t know when that
will return or what that
could even look like in the
future. Nobody can really
say anything, we really
know nothing.”
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The site plan for the new Long-Term Care/Assisted Living Facility planned for Moosomin. It will be located on Wright Road next to Pipestone Villas

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

The proponents behind the long-term
care and assisted living facility proposed
for Moosomin are happy with the results
of a series of initial investor meetings in
Moosomin on January 19, and are plan-
ning Zoom meetings and in-person meet-
ings in February to speak with more po-
tential investors.

About 70 potential investors came out to
a series of meetings to hear about a pro-
posal for a long-term care and assisted
living facility in Moosomin. The 42-unit
building would include 14 Level 3-4 long-
term care units, 14 Level 1-2 long-term
care units, and 14 Assisted Living suites.

The cost to build the three-storey facility,
which would be located next to Pipestone

Meetings on proposed assisted living facility:

Proponents happy with response from investors

“Across all of the communities that we are going to be going into, | would say Moosomin as a commu-
nity has absolutely set the bar extremely high in terms of engagement and support. And I'd be surprised,
if not shocked, to see if other communities can respond to the level that Moosomin has.”

Villas, will be about $7.5 million. Some of
that will be financed, and $3 million will
be raised from investors.

Larry Scammell of Kohr Capital said he
is optimistic about raising the $3 million.

“I have no doubt that we can raise that
from investors,” he said. “Further to that,
I would not be surprised if 100 per cent of
required capital comes from the communi-
ty, from the IEeople we saw in and around
Moosomin the last couple of days.

“T would not be surprised, and I think
it's everybody’s goal, or wish, or dream for
that to be the case, but I'm very confident
that it will. But even if it doesn’t, I would
be shocked if it’s any more than five or ten
per cent that doesn’t come directly from
the community. We do have investors out-
side the community who would be look-
ing at an opportunity like this, but I think
they will play a minor role if any.”

Scammell said he is very impressed by

—Larry Scammell, Kohr Capital

the way the community has responded to
the proposal.

“Across all of the communities that we
are going to be going into, I would say
Moosomin as a community has absolutely
set the bar extremely high in terms of en-
gagement and support,” he said. “And I'd
be surprised, if not shocked, to see other
communities respond to the level that
Moosomin has.”

Continued on page 21 v
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Meetings on proposed assisted living facility:

Proponents happy with response from investors

v Continued from page 20

“The engagement was almost overwhelming. All things
considered, Covid-19 restrictions, we saw just over 70 peo-
ple, and they had some great questions. It was an over-
whelming response in terms of people letting us know the
community needs this, and they were happy to have an
opportunity to hear about it and to consider participat-
ing.”

gl"he proposal for the Moosomin project involves three
companies—Bridge Road Developments, which origi-
nally developed Pipestone Villas and many similar inde-
pendent living projects across Western Canada, Care by
Design, which is an operator of assisted living facilities in
Saskatchewan, and Kohr Capital, which is handling the
investment end of the project.

Individuals will be able to invest directly in the Mooso-
min project through a limited partnership, or will be able
to invest with registered funds through a mutual fund
trust, which will invest in the Moosomin project—the first
project for the new mutual fund trust.

So what are the next steps?

“There are three components—the investor standpoint,
the design and construction standpoint, and the care com-
ponent, which will become more engaged a little later in
the process,” says Scammell. “The next two steps will be
to follow-up individually with every single person that
expressed an interest. We will go through all the details
relating to how a person can get involved and invest to
support the project, with a view to the first closing, which
we're anticipating will happen in March. That will be just

High risk areas

w Continued from Page 3

“We are reviewing vaccine expansion plans. Recent
news of drastic reductions in delivery of Pfizer vaccine to
Saskatchewan and resulting scarcity of supply will be fac-
tored in to these plans,” said the spokesperson. “Vaccina-
tions will be able to expand when more vaccine becomes
available.”

As for where people will be able to receive vaccinations
once they are available, pharmacies are being looked at as
an option for rural communities.

“The role of pharmacists in the vaccination plan is cur-
rently under consideration,” they said.

With Saskatchewan’s phase two projected to begin in
April, it will continue to prioritize tfne demographics Dr.
Shahab has outlined, as well as start administering doses

to the general population.

CARSCADDE

FUNERAL C

INVESTED

IN OUR COMMUNITY

From left, Shayne Shepherd of Kohr Capital, Tra-
vis Penner of Bridge Road Developments, and Lar-
ry Scammell of Kohr Capital make a presentation
to potential investors in a long-term care/assisted
living facility in Moosomin to potential investors at
the Conexus MCC Centre in Moosomin in January.

a portion, probably about 15 Eer cent of the total equity
required will come in, in March.

“It’s about $500,000, which will be working capital to re-
ally engage the project and get the wheels turning. We're
also at the same time looking to capture and solidify inter-
est in investment in the balance of the financing. Which is
going to happen somewhere between August and Octo-
ber. So the second need for capital, or the second need for
investment, is going to happen in concert with construc-
tion starting. So again, we anticipate between August and
October we would be needing to close on the balance of

the equity. “

What was the main message of the meetings?

“From Kohr’s standpoint, what we really tried to stress
to everybody who was there is we exist as sort of a middle
man to bring compliance to the transaction and we repre-
sent the investors” best interests,” said Scammell.

“From a team standpoint we tried to stress and promote
confidence in the collective ability to bring this project to
reality. It's a three legged stool and it’s a pretty solid one
because Bridge Road, they have demonstrated in this very
community for 10 years, they know what they’re doing on
the construction side.

“Shane and I at Kohr, based on our experience raising
capital and putting investment structures like this togeth-
er, same thing, this is the seventh mutual fund trust that
we’ve worked with.

“Care by Design, the simple fact is, they're the largest
independent care home operator in the province with 550
beds. The three of us together can bring this project to-
gether.”

Further meetings planned

Zoom meetings and additional in-person meetings are
being planned for February to connect with more poten-
tial investors.

Information on how to participate in the Zoom meet-
ings will be included in next week’s World-Spectator, once
details are finalized. People who want to find out more
about the opportunity can contact Larry Scammell at lar-
ry@kohrcapital.com

prioritized in Sask vaccine plan

Distribution will occur throughout the province with a
focus on people being able to access the vaccine where
they live or work—the province is planning to have it ad-
ministered by physicians, nurse practitioners, and phar-
macists with additional vaccine providers being consid-
ered dependent on vaccine availability.

With two months until April, the shortages of Pfizer
and lack of communication on when more vaccine ship-
ments will be coming to Saskatchewan has the provincial
government beginning to worry about the status of the
vaccine rollout plan.

On Monday, February 1, Saskatchewan’s Minister of
Health Paul Merriman spoke in front of the House of
Commons Standing Committee on the topic of Covid-19
vaccine sulljply shortages and Ottawa being more trans-
parent with the situation.

As the new owners of Carscadden
Funeral Chapel we are grateful for the
opportunity to serve communities
throughout southeastern Saskatchewan
and southwestern Manitoba. We have
been a part of the community since 1936
and are committed to supporting local
events and organizations. We are proud
to launch our annual “Carscadden Cares”
campaign - an investment in local
charities, organizations and community
events. Throughout 2021, our staff will
select four recipients for “Carscadden
Cares”, to assist in the service they
provide to local families. If you have an
organization you wish to nominate,

please contact us.

Nominations can be submitted to
info@carscaddenfc.com

“Simply put, we need more vaccines and we need more
reliable information about when we're receiving those
vaccines,” Merriman said. “The flow of information is
almost as important as the flow of vaccines. While our
provincial vaccine administration plan continues to be
very effective, we are now virtually at a standstill with no
vaccines delivered to Saskatchewan in over a week, and
limited quantities now expected in the next few weeks.

“Saskatchewan is a large province with many remote
communities. So we need reliable information to plan ap-
pointments, transportation, refrigeration, and the deploy-
ment of our healthcare workers.

“If we don’t get everything that we're promised right
now, we will be in a challenging situation to get a second
dose to the people that have their first dose in the time-
frame that is recommended.”

Jeff Christiansen and Todd Lumbard

f
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USask researchers awarded funding to improve ag practices

BY RoB PAuL, LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Eighteen wide-ranging University of Saskatchewan
(USask) crop research projects have been awarded a to-
tal of nearly $5.8 million through Saskatchewan’s Ag-
riculture Development Fund (ADF), a program jointly
supported by the federal and provincial governments
and supplemented bil1 industry partners.

Innovative research into disease resistant and nutri-
tious crops, human health applications of cannabis, bio-
degradable plastics made of plants, and tracing the car-
bon footprint of an agricultural operation are among the
USask projects supported by the program, which also
attracted almost $1.9 million in total industry funding
for the teams.

“This major investment in USask research is indica-
tive of the key role the university plays in growing Sas-
katchewan’s capacity as a world leader in the agricul-
tural sector,” said USask Vice-President Research Karen
Chad. “The adoption of new agricultural technologies
and creation of competitive, value-added products has
the potential for real-life benefits, including new jobs
and increased economic prosperity for the province.”

The ADF program is supported through the Cana-
dian Agricultural Partnership, a five-year $388-million
investment by the federal and provincial governments
in strategic initiatives for the sector in Saskatchewan. A
total of $9.8 million was announced January 12 for 39
agricultural research projects in the province and across
the country, of which more than half were awarded to
USask.

Ma]or USask projects awarded funding include:

Strengthening pulse crops in the field and beyond:
More than $1.4 million has been awarded from the
ADF program to USask researcher Kirstin Bett for
two projects:

1. Improving lentil quality and nutritional value by
borrowing traits from wild lentils and developing
new computerized imaging technology to target
desirable seed characteristics. The results will lead
to higher value lentils, and access to new, specialty
markets for producers.

2. Developing high-yielding, disease-tolerant dry
bean varieties. The results will provide new, hlgh—
value pulse crop options that are well-suited to ir-
rigation.

e Developing high-yielding chickpeas: Plant re-
searcher Bunyamin Tar’an will use $730,000 from
ADF to develop high-yielding, large seed kabuli
chickpea varieties suited to Western Canada. The
results will lead to new chickpea varieties, benefit-
ting Saskatchewan’s producers and broader econ-
omy. Tar’an will also receive $236,000 from ADF
to study how using genetic diversity from wild

BETTER TOGETHER
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USask plant scientist Dr. Kristin Bett was
awarded $1.4 million in funding for two proj-
ects, one focused on improving lentil quality
and the other developing bean varieties.

Debra Marshall Photography

chickpeas could help combat Ascochyta blight,
a major disease threatening chickpea production
across Western Canada.

¢ Breeding healthy peas for Western Canada: Tom
Warkentin, Saskatchewan agriculture ministry’s
Strategic Research Program Chair in Pulse Crop
Breeding and Genetics, was awarded the largest
single-study award from ADF this year—more
than $981,000—to develop high-yielding, root-
rot-resistant pea varieties. Root rot, a disease
widespread across Western Canada caused by a
combination of fungus and other pathogens, can
destroy as much as 70 per cent of a farmer’s crop
during a wet year.

Other innovative crop-related projects with potential
economic impact include:
Finding plant-based climate-friendly alternatives
to plastics ($360,000): Plant scientist Martin Re-
aney’s research aims to create carbon-neutral, bio-
degradable plastics from canola and pulse prod-
ucts to ease pressures on our oceans and landfills.
Reaney is Saskatchewan agriculture ministry’s

-

CO-OPAGRO

Connect with us on Twitte:

306.745.7580

Strategic Research Program Chair in Lipid Qual-
ity and Utilization.

*  Measuring the carbon footprint of crops ($230,000):
Plant scientist Kate Congreves’ research team will
establish Saskatchewan’s first Greenhouse Gas
Monitoring Station using micrometeorological
techniques to measure greenhouse gases year-
round and determine the net carbon footprint of a
canola-cereal rotation. This type of field-scale data
is needed to help the industry move forward in a
carbon-based marketplace.

e Solidifying cannabis as a Saskatchewan prod-
uct ($188,000): Plant researcher Tim Sharbel will
study the genetics of a cannabis seed material col-
lection owned by Konetics, a company with ties to
the Saskatchewan market. The goal is to strength-
en the cannabis industry in the province through
vigorous quality control of agronomic traits, in
addition to connecting this material to the Can-
nabinoid Research Initiative of Saskatchewan for
scientifically based studies on applications to hu-
man health.

e Heading off disease in wheat ($410,000): In two
projects, wheat breeder Curtis Pozniak will take
aim at protecting wheat crops from fungal patho-
gens by identifying novel disease resistance in
wheat strains from around the world, and by pin-
pointing the mechanisms used by Fusarium head
blight—the most serious disease affecting wheat
production in Canada—to overcome wheat’s de-
fences.

e Removing arsenic with agricultural waste
($70,000): Engineering researclgner Jafar Soltan is
testing the use of low-value agriculture residue—
such as straw and meal from canola, barley, wheat,
and mustard—to transform it into high-value ad-
sorbents that remove arsenic from mining waste-
water. Soltan and his team of experts will engage
in research using the Canadian Light Source syn-
chrotron and a pilot project that simultaneously
works in two vital economic sectors: mining and
agriculture.

The 18 USask projects attracted a total of almost $1.9
million from a wide range of organizations and agen-
cies including Saskatchewan Pulse Growers ($634,000),
Western Grains Research Foundation ($588,000), Sas-
katchewan Wheat Development Commission ($340,000),
Saskatchewan Canola Development ~Commission
($186,000), Alberta Wheat Commission ($72,000), the
Manitoba Crop Alliance ($66,000), and the Saskatch-
ewan Oat Development Commission ($3,000).

Continued on page 25 v

OFTEN IMITATED
NEVER DUPLICATED

www.PowerRich.com

INNOVATION PERFECTED

In 1984, PowerRich pioneered the use of
micronutrients in granular phos fertilizer.
Our fertilizer provides all the nutrients
your crops need in order to achieve
maximum growth, health and yield,
without adding the extra salts of
conventional fertilizers.

Our low salt high quality fertilizers offer
the sustainable option more and more

POWERR'CH producers are turning to as their choice

A GROWING MAME IN CROP RUTRITION

for high performing crop nutrition

LOCAL AGENT: NEIL BOMBOIR

|  neil@powerrich.com
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Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan
invest $9.8 million into crop research

BY Ros PauL
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Canada’s Minister of Agriculture and
Agri-Food Marie-Claude Bibeau and Sas-
katchewan’s Premier Scott Moe have an-
nounced $9.8 million in funding for 39
crop-related research projects through
Saskatchewan’s Agriculture Development
Fund (ADF).

“Despite challenges caused by the Co-
vid-19 pandemic, Canada’s crop sector
has continued to work hard to ensure Ca-
nadians and families around the world
have access to high-quality products,”
Bibeau said. “Investing in research helps
producers grow the food the world needs
in the most efficient and sustainable way
possible. These applied research projects
will help producers innovate and create
growth.”

“Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector has
incredible growth potential and this tar-
geted investment will help our producers
and agri-businesses innovate to continue
to deliver what the world needs,” Moe
said. “This investment supports the bold
goals in the Saskatchewan Growth Plan
that will see our crop production increase
to 45 million tonnes, agriculture exports
increase to $20 billion and value-added
revenue increase to $10 billion.”

Support for ADF projects is awarded on
a competitive basis to researchers looking
to examine areas of importance to Sas-
katchewan producers.

Agriculture Development Fund Crops
Project for 2021:

¢ 15 crop related projects with $2,589,464
in total funding.

* 11 pulse projects with $4,488,812 in to-
tal funding.

e Six cereal projects with $1,357,903 in
total funding.

e Three oilseed projects with $864,674 in
total funding.

$9.8 million in funding has been announced for 39 crop related re-
search projects through Saskatchewan'’s Agriculture Development Fund

(ADF)

e Three alternative crop projects with
$404,490 in total funding.

 One forage project with $94,996 in to-
tal funding.

The four projects that received the most
funding were all from the University of
Saskatchewan. Two of the projects are led
by Dr. Kristin Bett and focus on enhancing
the value of lentil variations for ecosystem
survival ($825,000) and dry bean breeding
($609,552.80).

The USask project that received the most
funding ($981,150) focuses on pea breed-
ing in Western Canada, it's led by Dr. Tom
Warkentin. The fourth USask project is led
by Dr. Bunyamin Tar’an and focuses on

PROPERTY:

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:

FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders for the property described below will be received by:
Meighen Haddad LLP « P.O. Box 397 ¢ Melita, Manitoba « ROM 1L0O
Attention: Karen Beauchamp

* NW ¥4 28-2-29 WPM exc mines and minerals

* NE ¥ 29-2-29 WPM exc mines and minerals

« Oil well site surface lease on NE ¥ 29-2-29 WPM to be assigned to successful
Tenderor but no adjustment on previous payment received by Seller.

» Each quarter must receive separate Tenders.

breeding chickpea cultivars for Western
Canada ($730,317).

In addition to funding provided by the
federal and provincial governments, the
following industry partners have contrib-
uted a total of more than $3.1 million in
funding to these projects: Western Grains
Research Foundation, Saskatchewan Al-
falfa Seed Producers, Saskatchewan Bar-
ley Development Commission, Saskatch-
ewan Canola Development Commission,
Saskatchewan Oat Development Com-
mission, Saskatchewan Pulse Growers,

Saskatchewan Wheat Development Com-
mission, Alberta Wheat Commission and
Manitoba Crop Alliance.

“Sask Wheat has invested $12.9 million
of producer funding through the ADF pro-
cess since 2015,” Sask Wheat Chair Brett
Halstead said. “The program provides op-
portunities for quality, innovative projects
that will benefit Saskatchewan grain pro-
ducers. The ADF funding process allows
us to collaborate with other Prairie crop
commissions, connect with researchers
and fund projects that are developing crop
varieties with greater yield potentials and
resistance to common pests and environ-
mental stressors. The benefits of farmer-
funded research goes beyond farm gate,
increasing market opportunities for Cana-
dian crops and leading to a stronger agri-
culture sector and provincial economy.”

The ADF is supported through the Ca-
nadian Agricultural Partnership, a five-
year, $3 billion investment by federal,
provincial and territorial governments to
strengthen the agriculture and agri-food
sector. This includes $2 billion in federal,
provincial and territorial cost-shared stra-
tegic initiatives, and $1 billion for federal
activities and programs—there s a $388
million investment in strategic initiatives
for Saskatchewan agriculture.

The cost-shared programs are funded 60
per cent by the federal government and 40
per cent by the provincial and territorial
governments and support region specific
agriculture programs and services. While
the federal government contributes to the
funding for these cost-shared programs,
the provincial/territorial ministry is re-
sponsible for reviewing and approving
project applications received under their
respective cost-shared programs.

Continued on page 26 v=

PROPERTY:

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:

FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders for the property described below will be received by:

Meighen Haddad LLP « P.O. Box 397 « Melita Manitoba « ROM 1L0
Attention: Karen Beauchamp

NW ¥4 28-2-27 WPM excepting road plans and mines and minerals
SW ¥4 28-2-27 WPM excepting road plans and mines and minerals
NW ¥4 34-3-27 WPM excepting road plans and mines and minerals
SW ¥4 34-3-27 WPM excepting road plans and mines and minerals
NW ¥ 3-4-27 WPM excepting road plans and mines and minerals
SW ¥4 3-4-27 WPM excepting road plans and mines and minerals
NE ¥ 3-4-27 WPM excepting road plans and mines and minerals
SE ¥a 3-4-27 WPM excepting road plans and mines and minerals
EACH QUARTER MUST RECEIVE A SEPARATE TENDER.
EACH SEPARATE TENDER MUST HAVE A DEPOSIT CHEQUE
There are no conservation agreements against the land.

Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the
property and not on the above or any other particulars or representations

Tenders must be received on or before 12:00 p.m. (hoon) on March 5, 2021.
Each tender must be accompanied by a $2,500.00 deposit cheque payable
to Meighen Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unaccepted bids will be

1.
made by or on behalf of the Seller.
2.
3.
refunded.
4.

Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agree-

The closing date of the sale shall be April 15, 2021 on which date the Ven-
dors shall provide a registerable Transfer of title to the Purchaser and the
Purchaser shall pay the balance of the accepted tender. If the balance of the
accepted tender is not paid within the set time limit or acceptable arrange-
ments for payment have not been made, the deposit paid may be forfeited as

Possession is not authorized until April 15, 2021 and acceptable arrange-

1.
ment covering terms and conditions of sale.
2.
liquidated damages and not as a penalty.
3.
ments for full payments are made following acceptance of tender.
4.  All mines and minerals will be reserved from any Transfer.
5. Land is in the Torren’s Title system.
6.

Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing
January 1, 2021

For further information contact
Karen Beauchamp (204) 522-3225

i8] Meighen Haddad

L.AW FIRDM

1.

4.

Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the
property and not on the above or any other particulars or representations
made by or on behalf of the Seller.

Tenders must be received on or before 12:00 p.m. (noon) on March 10, 2021.
Each tender must be accompanied by a $2,500.00 deposit cheque payable
to Meighen Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unaccepted bids will be
refunded.

Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

23, 2021 and acceptable

1. The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an
agreement covering terms and conditions of sale.

2. The closing date of the sale shall be April 23, 2021 on which date the
Vendors shall provide a registerable Transfer of title to the Purchaser and
the Purchaser shall pay the balance of the accepted tender. If the balance of
the accepted tender is not paid within the set time limit or acceptable
arrangements for payment have not been made, the deposit paid may be
forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

3. Possession is not authorized until April
arrangements for full payments are made following acceptance of tender.

4. All mines and minerals will be reserved from any Transfer.

5. Land is in the Torren’s Title system.

6.

Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing
January 1, 2021

For further information contact Georgina Fletcher (204) 522-0968
or Debra Prive (204) 485-2754.

| Meighen Haddad
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Life down on the farm

I don’t understand how painlessly this could have hap-
pened but we have made it (nearly) through the entire
first month of the year rather quickly or so it seems. How
can that be? We are Covid-19-stressed, Covid-19-unable-
to-gather and Covid-19-don’t-go-anywhere, yet still,
the days go by and those days become weeks and voila!
Month end is on the horizon.

Don’t get me wrong. I understand this isn’t the case
for everyone-it can be a real struggle in times like this to
stay on the cheery side of life, especially at this time of
year; I too miss family get-togethers around my dining
room table just like everyone else; I too miss being able
to plan a mini-vacay or a big one for that matter. There
have, however, been some really good times with small
groups of family at the tobogganing hill or at the fire pit
at the creek or, like last week in Kipling, at the outdoor
skating rink.

Such was the case the other day in fact, when I met my
daughter there and sat around the fire with one of my
granddaughters as her two cousins spent the afternoon
skating and spinning on the ice. A warm fire, hot choc-
olate and snacks made for a most enjoyable afternoon
even though I must admit I had a bit of trouble getting
the fire going. As I lit yet another match, I was reminded
of one of my playschool students many years ago who,
at the age of three, responded to my question about what
the first thing we would need to start a fire. Expecting to
hear “wood” or “logs,” T had to try very hard not to laugh
when this wee little blonde-haired girl with the hugest
smile immediately shouted out the answer: “gas.” T can’t
say I wasn't wishinifor some accelerate during my fire-
starting struggle with the very damp, snow-covered logs.

After one entire roll of paper towel that I happened to
find in the truck and after nearly every match in the book
was used up, I still wasn’t having much luck. My grand-
daughter (11) was sitting across from me, working on her
4-H speech in a coil notebook, so I asked if I could borrow
the notebook, turned it toward the back and ripped the
last three or four pages out of the book. The shocked look
on her face said it all: I had just torn her 4-H speech out
of the book.

“I am so sorry, I never even looked,” I said, bumbling
my way through my apology amid my impromptu tear-
ing out of the pages. I have no idea, of course, how her
speech reads now but I wouldn’t be surprised if it starts
out like this: “I was watching my cousins skate and was
working on my 4-H speech one afternoon at the outdoor
rink while my Auntie and my Grandma tried to get a fire
started when all of the sudden, my Grandma tore my 4-H
speech out of my notebook and ﬂ}:rew it on the fire.”

Eventually, with the fire going, and the marshmallows
ready for roasting, my granddaughter, continuing to
work on her speech, told us it was a bit of a bummer that
she had had to sell her cow (former 4-H calf), Princess.

The Lighter Side of

Lite...

DOWN ON THE FARM
T R e

dl_beutler@yahoco.ca

her niece. “Because she was open,” was the response.
“Open?” my daughter responded, “what do you mean
open?”

At that point, this young 4-H’er and I absolutely lost it.
How could I have raised my daughter on the farm only
to hear such a question from her. To be fair, we were grain
farmers and didn’t get any cattle until after the kids were
grown and gone from home. But still...

As the finer details of “openness,” were explained to
this mother of three, I couldn’t help but think of how
farm knowledge by osmosis just seems to occur naturally
when you are a “cattle-farm kid.”

Our chatter continued and I asked how egg-gathering
was going out at the farm. The answer from my “farm”
ﬁranddaughter went something like this: “I don’t know

ow many we get every day,” she said, “I don’t go in
there, not with Joe in there!” Ahhhh, Joe, the rooster, the
husband of Zoe, the very reason I don’t go in the chicken
house. That rooster is crazy. I did, however, go into the
chicken house with my camera the other day (as sug-
gested by my husband who had been in there earlier).
And there, sitting up in the rafters of the little chicken
coop was an owl. I at first thought it was a plastic owl,
placed up there by the twins for whatever reason. That
was until it flew out through the door I was standing in.
Whew! Nearly took me out but a quick move on my part
meant only his wings brushed my shoulder. That was a
close brusﬁ with feathers, let me tell you!

The month of January is not only a darker, drearier,
colder (usually), windier month, it is also the month of
trying to ﬁnis%il up year-end books, in my case for our
farm and for my graphic arts design business. I should
clarify. Technically January is the month. Sometimes it
ends up being more March-ish.

This past year, between hip surgery recovery and Vov-
id-19 and consequently its time-producing effect, I have
proudly been able to say, every month, “My farm books
are up to date!” And so, around the first of January, with

the Christmas tree already taken down and the decora-
tions all neatly stored away, I continued working on the
books, determined to surprise my accountant with a Feb-
ruary 15 appointment as opposed to an April 15 one. He
was going to be amazed!

It just so happened, however, that as I was making my
December entries the power flickered for a nanosecond
and I had to reboot my computer. My old, old computer
that has one thing left on it-the old, used-since-forever
accounting program on which my farm books have been
stored forever. Not backed up, not that it mattered be-
cause did the power surge fry my computer? Nope, it is
just fine! You should see my accounting program tﬂough.
Beep, beep, beep, Quickbooks has encountered a fatal er-
ror. Fatal? Seriously I say to myself, fatal?

A call to my tech guy nets me: “No, Donna, I don't
think the laying on of hands is going to restore your pro-
gram to you.” Okay, so that's not quite what he said, but
you get my point. And he was right. No amount of rest
seems to aid in the recovery of this program.

“You know,” I said to my husband, “it’s time for us to
step into the next century and purchase an online sub-
scription to do our farm books on. The monthly cost isn’t
exorbitant,” I say as I cringe (not loving that everlast-
ing monthly charge to my credit card). My old program
probably cost me a hundred bucks total and has served
me well for some 20 years.

Being that doing up the books and filing income tax
isn’t exactly optional, I hit the “purchase now” button,
knowing I was going to hate setting up a new program.
And Tam. Not only that but I was really itching for a Peﬁ-
si, though I have pretty much renounced it totally for the
past year. And every time I open that new QB program
1 want to reach for an ice-cold, sweet, caffeine-filled can.
It's a good thing I draw the line at driving two blocks to
the store to get one.

This Covid-19 lockdown business has caused us to be
creative, not in a how-can-I-get-away-with-something
manner, but in how can we connect in outdoor ways
with a couple of others, at a distance, around a fire. It's
not ideal but it is what it is and though I hate everything
about it, I am willing also to do my part to the best of my
ability to help keep my family and my community safe.

As the calves are now coming, though not in great
numbers since the herd has been downsized, I am eter-
nally grateful that I am not living in a high-rise apart-
ment in some big city because it's pretty sweet for me to
be able to hop in my half-ton and head out to the farm or
the tobogganing hill or the creek and enjoy watching the
newborn calves or the kids on the hill or whatever the
day may bring. Here’s hoping y’all are making the best
of this cﬁallenging time in our lives. Until next time, keep
doing what you do best and enjoying every blessing that
comes your way!

LAND

FOR LEASE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders to lease the property situate in the
R.M. OF PIPESTONE and described below will be received by:
Meighen Haddad LLP « 110 11th Street ¢ Brandon, MB « R7A 4J4
Attention: Warren G. Barber, Q.C.

TOTAL ACRES
as shown on Municipal Assessment:

PROPERTY:
E % 32-8-26 WPM

FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders for the property situate in the
R.M. OF PIPESTONE and described below will be received by:
Meighen Haddad LLP < 110 11th Street « Brandon, MB ¢ R7A 4J4
Attention: Warren G. Barber, Q.C.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:
1.

Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the

Visit Plain & Valley online any time at
. plainandvalley.com

Parcel l SE ¥4 36-8-26 WPM 160.00 This property is immediately adjacent to Hwy #83 and comprises 315.75 acres
Parcel 2: E %2 26-8-26 WPM 307.42 based on Municipal Assessment records.

Parcel 3: SW % 26-8-26 WPM 160.00

Parcel 4: SE Vi 27-8-26 WPM 160.00 CONDITIONS OF TENDER:

Parcel 5: E % 22-8-26 WPM 239.76 1. Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the

property and not on the above or any other particulars or representations
made by or on behalf of the Sellers.

Tenders must be received on or before 2:00 p.m. on Monday, March 1, 2021.
Each tender must be accompanied by a $5,000.00 deposit cheque payable
to Meighen, Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unacceptable bids will be

The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agree-

In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must be paid
on March 15, 2021 (the closing date) or evidence provided that the purchase
funds will be available under conditions acceptable to the Seller. If the bal-
ance of the accepted tender is not paid within the set time limit the deposit
paid may be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for full payment

All mines and minerals will be reserved from any transfer.
Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing
January 1st, 2021.
For further information or an appointment to view,
contact: Giovanni Colangelo at (204) 851-2101.

gl Meighen Haddad
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property and not on the above or any other particulars or representations g
made by or on behalf of the Sellers. .
2. Tenders must be received on or before 2:00 p.m. on Monday, March 1, 2021. refunded
3. Tenders may be submitted to lease one or more parcels. 4. Highest O'r any tender not necessarily accepted
4. The party whose tender is accepted will be required to enter into a written . :
Lease Agreement to be prepared by the solicitors for Graycan Inc., a copy of TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
which is available by contacting Warren G. Barber, Q.C. at wbarber@mhlaw. 1
ca. Interested parties are encouraged to obtain a copy of the Lease prior to ment covering terms and conditions of sale.
submitting a tender. 2.
5. Entry onto the land will not be authorized until the Lease Agreement is
executed.
6. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
For further information or an appointment to view, contact:
Giovanni Colangelo at (204) 851-2101. 3.
_ ¥ o are made following acceptance of tender.
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Ag researchers awarded funding

v Continued from page 22
Crop research
to increase efficiency

Two of USask researcher Dr. Kristin Bett's
projects received over $1.4 million in fund-
ing through Saskatchewan’s Agriculture
Development Fund (ADF) with both fo-
cused on examining crops and learning
more about their traits to develop differing
varieties.

“The big one is called EVOLVES (Value
of Lentil Variation for Ecosystem Survival),
it's a lentil Genome Canada grant that we
received just over a year ago and this is the
provincial contribution to that larger $7.5
million project that we're running. It’s a fol-
lowup to a previous Genome Canada proj-
ect we had that ADF also co-funded, and so
the new one has got a genomic component,
but what’s more interesting to the general
public is that the genomic part of it all has to
do with quality traits.

“The idea being that we need to stay
ahead—there’s a whole issue in Kazakstan
where they're basically pilfering our genet-
ics and then selling to our customers at a
lower price because they’re closer.”

To get away from that, the idea of being in
a position to stay ahead of them with qual-
ity genetics, but also start to look more at
instead of bulk shipping focusing more on
value added aspects. Can we develop the
genetic know-how to very quickly and nim-
bly put together packages of genes in a vari-
ety that would give you the right size, shape,
colour, B vitamin profile, protein content—
there’s a whole range of different traits that
we're interested in look at the underlying
genetics for.”

With the project studying lentils, Bett says
they want to get a better understanding of
the crop’s makeup so they’re able to know
earlier how it will develop and what type of
quality it will be, therefore making the pro-
cess more efficient.

“The overall goal is to look at phenotyp-
ing and genotyping,” she said. Phenotyping
is looking at different characteristics of a di-
verse set of lines. So we're looking at that,
but we also have the underlying genotypic
information.

“We're sequencing genomes so that we

know all the genes that are in these and the
idea is that we hope to take the phenotype
and using fancy math you can put the two
together and try to identify the region of the
genome that contain genes that are control-
ling those traits. For instance, in lentils you
can have yellow or red on the inside and
that’s a single gene—we’ve known that for-
ever—but can we figure out what is is that
controls that genetically?

“It’s not super critical, but what it will do
is then allow us to figure out how to get red-
der lentils because the pasta industry wants
them to be super dark red, they don’t want
the yellow/orange, they only want red. So
can we figure out how to get really red len-
tils?

“Plant breeding is a long process, but if
we can shorten the time frame to developing
varieties that have the traits that the buyers
are interested in—one way would be using
molecular markers and the actual genotype
rather just what it looks like to be a little bit
quicker.

“We can screen material early on and get
rid of the stuff that will be garbage. Basically
our whole game is to throw away the bad
stuff—the sooner you can throw away the
bad stuff, the better because you're not wast-
ing any other resources on it and then you
can focus your efforts on the ones that are
good and then maybe you can segregate for
other traits you don’t know about and then
you can pick from amongst those. Efficiency
is the whole goal—we want to increase the
efficiency and effectiveness of the breeding

prsl)_iram.”

e government funding was vital to
moving the lentil project forward and Bett
couldn’t be happier.

“If we hadn’t gotten this then not only
would we have been out that amount of
money, but we’d actually be out twice as
much because with Genome Canada you
have to find 50 per cent of the funding,” she
said. “We would have been out basicall
$1.6 million, not just the $800,000 for this
Eroject. So it’s a big deal, you don’t know

ow much dancing went on the day we
found out about it!”

With the bean project funding, Betts is
hoping through research they’ll be able to
breed crop varieties that are ﬁjgher quality

PROPERTY:

FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders for the property described below will be received by:

Meighen Haddad LLP « P.O. Box 397 ¢ Melita Manitoba « ROM 1LO
Attention: Karen Beauchamp

and without the funding the project never
would have gone forward.

“Our other project has to do with breed-
ing,” she said. “We actually had three of
them come to our department—bean breed-
ing, pea breeding, and chickpea breeding.
We used to be funded up front by Sask Pulse
Growers and in exchange they would get
royalty-free varieties and there’s biologi-
cal reason as to why it was set up that way
20-plus years ago. But that model isn’t as ef-
fective nowadays and there’s more encour-
agement to have other players involved so
we're switching to a model where the va-

rieties will be royalty barring possibly, de-
pending on who's partnering with us in the
future.

“What we need is transition funding in
order to get onto a new model and I think in
all cases 75 per cent is ADF funding and the
rest of the 25 per cent in my case is coming
from Sask Pulse Growers. I would have had
to shut the breeding program down without
the funding. We don’t have incoming funds
at the moment because everything was
royalty-free before—we do get some from
international sales, but not enough to run
the program so it was important to get this.”

PARCEL THREE:
SE VY4 4-2-25 WPM
5 well sites

PARCEL FOUR:
SW ¥4 4-2-25 WPM
6 well sites

PARCEL FIVE:
NW ¥, 4-2-25 WPM
9 well sites

Municipality of Grassland

PARCEL ONE:

NW ¥, 9-6-23 WPM

This parcel includes:

+ 159.08 acres

* 4 x42,000 bu flat bottom bins

* 2x 25,000 bu hopper bottom bins

* 4 x6,500 bu hopper bottom bins
ABOVE BINS ALL WITH AERATION

* 1x6,500 bu flat bottom bin

* 1x5,000 bu flat bottom bin

+ 1 x4,350 bu flat bottom bin

* 54’ x 200’ shop with heated cement
floor, new lighting system (installed
May/20), three phase 600 volt
power, municipal water, natural gas
service to the yard site

154.09 acres

140.41 acres

157.35 acres

CONDITIONS OF TENDER

FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders to purchase the property in the Municipalities of
BRENDA-WASKADA and GRASSLAND and described below will be received by:
Meighen Haddad LLP « P.O.Box 485 + Deloraine, MB « ROM OMO
Attention: Warren G. Barber, Q.C.

Municipality of Brenda-Waskada

PARCEL ONE: PARCEL SIX:

SW % 16-2-24 WPM  160.00 acres  NE % 4-2-25 WPM 157.23 acres
PARCEL TWO: 7 well sites

NW %4 3-2-25 WPM 157.28 acres  PARCEL SEVEN:

6 well sites SE ¥ 9-2-25 WPM 156.66 acres

5 well sites
PARCEL EIGHT:
SW ¥ 9-2-25 WPM
10 well sites
PARCEL NINE:
NE ¥4 9-2-25 WPM
6 well sites

156.83 acres

160.00 acres

PARCEL TWO:
NE %2 9-6-23 WPM

PARCEL THREE:
SW ¥, 9-6-23 WPM
PARCEL FOUR:

SE ¥4 9-6-23 WPM
PARCEL FIVE:

SW % 20-5-23 WPM
PARCEL SIX:

NW ¥4 20-5-23 WPM
PARCEL SEVEN:
NW ¥4 30-5-23 WPM

PARCEL EIGHT:
SW % 30-5-23 WPM

143.21 acres

160.00 acres

156.93 acres

157.70 acres

160.00 acres

158.17 acres

158.51 acres

NE ¥ 6-3-25 WPM exc all mines and minerals
SE ¥4 7-3-25 WPM exc all mines and minerals
The two quarter sections are sold together as one package.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:

Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the
property and not on the above or any other particulars or representations

Tenders must be received on or before 5:00 p.m. on February 22, 2021.
Each tender must be accompanied by a $5,000.00 deposit cheque payable
to Meighen Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unaccepted bids will be

1.
made by or on behalf of the Seller.
2.
3.
refunded.
4.

Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agree-

The closing date of the sale shall be April 1, 2021 on which date the
Vendors shall provide a registerable Transfer of title to the Purchaser and the
Purchaser shall pay the balance of the accepted tender. If the balance of the
accepted tender is not paid within the set time limit or acceptable arrange-
ments for payment have not been made, the deposit paid may be forfeited as

Possession is not authorized until April 1, 2021 and acceptable arrange-

1.
ment covering terms and conditions of sale.
2.
liquidated damages and not as a penalty.
3.
ments for full payments are made following acceptance of tender.
4. All mines and minerals will be reserved from any Transfer.
5. Land is in the Torren’s Title system.
6.

Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing
January 1, 2021

For further information contact Henry Dickinson (204) 522-2408

gl Meighen Haddad

L A F TR T

1. Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the

property and not on any representations made by or on behalf of the Seller.

2. Tenders must be received on or before noon on February 16, 2021.

3. Each tender must be accompanied by a $5,000.00 deposit cheque payable
to Meighen Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unacceptable bids will be
refunded.

4. Tenders may be submitted on one or more parcels.

5. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

6. Acreages shown are taken from the most recent Provincial Tax Assessment
records and are believed but not guaranteed to be accurate.

7. Properties in the Municipality of Brenda-Waskada will be sold subject to all
existing encumbrances registered with respect to surface leases, easements
and rights-of-way relating to oil production and transportation.

8.

All properties will be sold subject to existing caveats and instruments protect-
ing easements or rights of way for public utilities or services.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agree-

1.
ment covering terms and conditions of sale.

2. In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must be paid
within 30 days of notification of acceptance of tender (the closing date) or
evidence provided that the purchaser funds will be available under condi-
tions acceptable to the Seller. If the balance of the accepted tender is not
paid within the set time limit the deposit paid may be forfeited as liquidated
damages and not as a penalty.

3. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for full payment
are made following acceptance of tender.

4. All mines and minerals will be reserved from any transfer.

5.

Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing
January 1st, 2021.

For further information, particulars of Surface Lease revenues, or an
appointment to view, contact: Murray Temple at (204) 522.6597.

W8l Meighen Haddad |

T. AW FITRM




26

Plain and Valley

February 2021

Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan
invest $9.8 million into crop research

w Continued from page 23
The Canadian Agricultural Partnership will focus on
three key areas:

¢ Growing trade and expanding markets ($297 million)-
Providing core industry services, such as timely market
information and sector expertise to help improve the sec-
tor’s competitiveness, growth and adaptability. Advanc-
ing and defending international trade interests, as well as
improving market development and market access activi-
ties to address emerging needs of the sector, and of small
and medium enterprises (SME). This will help expand
markets and trading opportunities for the sector.

* Innovative and sustainable growth of the sector ($690
million)- Enhancing the competitiveness of the sector
through research, science and innovation, and adoption
of innovative products and practices, with an emphasis
on the environment and clean growth. The Government
will help support the resiliency and sustainability of the
sector, helping farmers adapt to climate change, conserve
water and soil resources, and grow their businesses sus-
tainably to meet increasing global food demand.

® Supporting diversity and a dynamic, evolving sector
($166.5 million)- Strengthening the sector by better re-
flecting the diversity of Canadian communities, enhanc-
ing collaboration across different jurisdictions through a
new Regional Collaborative Partnerships Program, secur-
ing and supporting public trust in the sector, and improv-
ing client services.

The three key areas include $686.5 million over five
years in federal programs and $467 million of federally
funded activities that benefit producers and processors
and address priorities identified by the agricultural sector
during consultations in the development of the plan.

The process of awarding fundin%1 from the ADF is
through an application process with the Ministry of Agri-
culture and from there they decide what best fits the pa-
rameters of what they want to see in crop research.

“The Agriculture Development Fund awards funding
on a competitive basis,” said a spokesperson for the Min-
istry of Agriculture. “We review aﬁplications and select
1?lrojects most relevant to Saskatchewan agriculture to

elp producers remain competitive. Through the Agri-
culture Development Fund, crop producers benefit from
new knowledge and discoveries into disease resistance,
herbicide resistance, increased yields, new varieties, im-
provements in value-added processing and much more.

Varying conditions across
the province according to
initial runoff report

This year’s projects will expand the growth potential of
the industry by exploring topics such as value-added pro-
cessing, variety improvement, improved crop yields and
reducing production risks.

“We have a set research budget each year, and take into
consideration research commitments from previous years
as well as the budget available for new work to benefit the
sector,” they said.

“All submitted research applications are reviewed by
members of the Agriculture Development Fund Advisory
Committee, which makes a recommendation to the Min-
ister. The committee is made up of producers and leaders
in the agriculture industry.

We select research projects that align with the minis-
try’s strategic goals to increase production, farm cash re-
ceipts, value-added production and agricultural exports.
We also consider industry needs and which projects will
have the greatest impact for producers. Co-funding from
industry partners illustrates the extent to which the min-
istry collaborates with industry to provide funding for
projects of strategic importance.”

Projects funded by the ADF are focussed on all aspects
of crop research with an emphasis on improving the ef-
ficiency and quality of products produced in Saskatch-
ewan.

“The funding we provide for research addresses short,
medium and long-term needs of the agriculture indus-
try,” they said. “We're focused on projects that explore
new ideas and will have the biggest impact on the indus-
try. For example, a project at tﬁe University of Saskatch-
ewan will gather soil fertility data from cropping lands
using near-infrared mapping technologies already avail-
able, with the goal of predicting crop yields. Another ex-
ample is a project that explores how to enhance the value
of lentil variations for ecosystem survival. This work aims
to improve visual, nutritional and processing qualities of
lentils using the latest genomics and molecular resources
which will lead Canada to
capture emerging market
opportunities.” N o
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The Water Security Agency (WSA) has
released the preliminary spring runoff
outlook for 2021, showing most of south-
ern Saskatchewan with below to well be-
low normal snowmelt runoff potential
and the northern areas looking at normal
to above normal potential.

Much of the southern areas of Saskatch-
ewan eXﬁerienced very dry conditions
through the summer and into fall last year.
The snowpack is generally below to near
normal to date. An area covering Prince
Albert, Saskatoon, Melfort and dipping as
far south as Maple Creek and Val Marie is
projected to have a below normal runoff,
while an area covering Moose Jaw, Regina,
Weyburn and Estevan is looking at a well
below normal runoff.

The far north, encompassing the areas
of Uranium City, Stony Rapids and Cluff
Lake, saw extreme wet conditions car-
rying through the fall. This area also ex-

perienced historically high lake and river
levels through summer 2020. There are
indications that the snowpack is near nor-
mal, though data is limited. An above nor-
mal runoff is forecast.

Areas of central and northern Sas-
katchewan including Kindersley, Lloyd-
minster, Meadow Lake and Nipawin are
currently expected to experience a near
normal runoff. While fall conditions were
near to slightly drier than normal, a near
to above normal winter snowfall season
to date, including a heavy snowfall in
early November, have been compensat-
ing factors. The far southwest corner of
the province, from Cypress Hills to the
US border, is also expected to experience
a near normal runoff.

The spring runoff outlook could change
as there is potentially another 8-10 weeks
of winter remaining. The first spring run-
off forecast will be issued early in March.

85¢/sq. ft.

B Grade Galvanized
79¢/sq. ft.
Multi Coloured Mill Ends
49¢/sq. ft.
Call us now for
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of lengths & colors!
ASK US ABOUT FUEL ALLOWANCE
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ST.LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303

www.fouillardsteel.com

ment,” they said. “The ministry has a research budget of
$32.9 million in 2020-21, a $1 million increase from 2019-
20, to support development in these areas.

“It is invested according to the ministry’s research pri-
orities which include support for: research and develop-
ment institutions, research scientists, research and devel-
opment projects, and commercialization and technology
transfer.

“Investments in research help make Saskatchewan
producers more profitable and more productive while in-
creasing the competitiveness of our industry,” they said.
“Ultimately, research will help our producers meet the
Saskatchewan Growth Plan objectives of increasing crop
production to 45 million tonnes, increasing agriculture
exports to $20 billion and increasing value-added rev-
enue to $10 billion.”

Heartland

Livestock Services

Box 340 « Virden, Manitoba < Tel: 204-748-2809
Fax: 204-748-3478 « E-mail hls.virde|

SPRING 2021
SALE SCHEDULE
- FEBRUARY 2021 -

115 CLOSED Louis Riel Day

i 17 Wednesday Regular Feeder Sale 9am.
119 Friday Bred Cow Sale 11:30 am.
i 22 Monday Butcher Sale 9a.m.
124 Wednesday Presort Feeder Sale 10a.m

H

|
: - MARCH 2021 - i
i 1 Monday Butcher Sale 9am. :
' 3 Wednesday  Presort Feeder Sale 10a.m !
i 4 Thursday Sheep/Goat Sale Noon i
! 8 Monday Butcher Sale 9am !
9 Tuesday Bonchuk Simmental Bull Sale H
510 Wednesday ~ Regular Feeder Sale 9am. E
112 Friday Bred Cow Sale 11:30am. &
515 Monday Butcher Sale 9am. E
117 Wednesday  Presort Feeder Sale 10am. |
522 Monday Butcher Sale 9am. E
124 Wednesday  Regular Feeder Sale 9am. H
529 Monday Butcher Sale 9am. E
:_31 Wednesday  Presort Feeder Sale 10a.m :

Monday Butcher Sales

Delivery accepted 12 noon until 8 p.m. Sunday.

Presort Sales
Please consign your calves ahead of time.
Delivery accepted until 5 p.m. the day before the sale

Bred Cow Sales

Please consign your cows ahead of time.
Delivery accepted until 2 p.m. the day before the sale.

Regular Cow Sales
Delivery accepted Tuesday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday delivery between noon and 8 p.m. for Monday Butcher Sales.
Sale dates and times are subject to change.

STARTING MAY 5TH, REGULAR
FEEDER/BUTCHER SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY.

For any marketing information or questions regarding our
feeder finance program or online auction contact:

Robin Hill, Manager 204-851-5465
Ken Day 204-748-7713
Kolton McIntosh 204-280-0359

SK DEALERS LICENSE: 171306 | MB DEALERS LICENSE: 1317

Reach 28,000 households in Southeast Saskatchewan & Southwest Manitoba

Next issue: March 12
Deadline: March 3

Call 306-435-2445

www.plainandvalley.com

Covering SOUIhéust So;katchewun and Southwest Manitoba
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The Canadian Cowboys Association is prepping and planning as if there will be rodeos in the spring and summer of 2021, even if they're scaled back.

Rodeo organizers remain hopeful as they plan
for spring and summer events across Canada

BY RoB PauL

LoOCAL JOURNALISM

INITIATIVE REPORTER
Most years across Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan, Al-
berta, and British Colum-
bia, the spring and summer
are filled with rodeo events
over the weekend. In 2020,
rodeos all across Canada
were cancelled due to Co-

vid-19.
For the first time in over
100 years, the Calgary

Stampede was cancelled as
a result of the pandemic,
but for the time being it’s
set to take place in 2021.
Along with the Stampede,
other rodeos could be back
this year too.

The Canadian Cowboys
Association is Canada’s
largest semi-pro and
rodeo association and has
been around since 1963,
promoting rodeos—it con-
sists of 900 members. It
sanctions events across
Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta, and British Colum-
bia—including seven major
events and five optional,
novice, and junior events
per year—and draws over
850,000 spectators from the
Western U.S., Mexico, Aus-

tralia, New Zealand, and
all over Canada.

In 2020, it had to cancel
its entire slate of events—
the Canadian Cowboys
Association sanctions over
50 rodeo events in prairie
communities. Every fall it
hosts its Championship Fi-
nals in Swift Current and
has thousands of specta-
tors.

The unknowns around
what comes next with the
pandemic and provincial
guidelines will mean noth-
ing is set in stone, but the
Canadian Cowboys As-
sociation is preparing as if
there will be a season and
remains hopeful events can
run, even if they’re at a less-
er extent.

“We're being hopeful
that rodeos will happen
this year and what we're
looking at is if rodeos will
be able to run as outdoor
events with spectators,”
said Lenora Bells of the Ca-
nadian Cowboys Associa-
tion. “With the rodeos that
are indoors, we're looking
at the possibility of switch-
ing them to outdoors so
that they can have specta-
tors.

Yorkton Auction Centre
Planning on selling
some Equipment or
having a Farm Auction?
Need an appraisal on assets?
Give our Sales Manager a call today!

DUGOUT REBATE

Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program (FRWIP)
Government of Saskatchewan

The new Saskatchewan Dugout Rebate Program details have
been announced. Please find the link to the program information
and application forms below. The program continues to offer
rebates of 50% of the project cost, up to $50,000.00, for eligible
applicants. Deadline for this program is December 31, 2022.

BUSH CLEARING IS ALSO AVAILABLE.
Call 306-529-2697 for more details and pricing.

CORE

INDUSTRIAL SERVICES LP.

“This is all of course only
if the Covid-19 guidelines
will allow us to hold these
outdoors. We're being cau-
tiously optimistic. We've
been in touch with our
rodeo  communities—we
have about 50 of them—
and we've been communi-
cating with the committees
that are in charge of the ro-
deo events.

“About half of them have
gotten back to us that they
plan to go ahead with an
outdoor venue as long as
they can have at least 100
spectators and they’re hop-
ing that the government
and the health authority

will look into increasing
that. We're just hoping that
there will be more flexibil-
ity for the outdoor events.

“Right now the decision
for the seven months is
coming from the health au-
thority hopefully before the
end of February and we'll
go from there. I know that
the communities, and even
us as an association, are
looking at our partnerships
and sponsorsﬁips in an-
ticipation of rodeos going
ahead and we're also plan-
ning to go ahead witﬁ the
finals in October in Swift
Current.”

The importance of rodeo

events across communi-
ties in the prairies cannot
be underestimated, they
help the local economy by
driving more business into
town.

Bells says they’re work-
ing to ensure all communi-
ties are able to host some
sort of event as long as
the guidelines allow and
they’re ready to adjust ven-
ues and shift dates if need
be.

“Our board has met a
couple times already over
this and we just continue
to plan for having rodeos,”
she said.

“It would be great to

have all of them happen.
We have two that happen
in April that are indoors
and they’re looking at just
rescheduling to a different
date later in the summer.

“So there might be some
rescheduling ~ happening
too so the communities
can have rodeos and some
kind of festival to gather
the community together.
They're definitely big for
these  communities—our
subcontractors, our judges,
our pickup men, our sec-
retaries, everybody is just
chomping at the bit to get
out there.”

Continued on Page 30 =
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Chamber CEO weighs in on small
business support in Saskatchewan

BY SPENCER KemP
LocAL JouRNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Government of Saskatchewan has expanded its
small business support programs across the province to
give businesses additional time to apply and access the
funding that has been made available. These different
programs are each intended to help a different aspect of
small businesses that have been hit due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce CEO Scott
McLellan explained that these programs provide a great
opportunity for businesses to recuperate some of their
lost funds due to COVID-19.

He explained that the program can supply businesses
with up to $5,000 to help make up for lost funds.

“I think they’re very important. While it impacts some
businesses differently, the grants dollars are real money.
$5,000 is a big number and for many companies it’s the
difference between them being able to payroll and pay
their bills this month as opposed to last month.” McLel-
lan said.

Despite these programs being made available to busi-
nesses across Saskatchewan, McLellan noted that many
businesses have not taken the opportunity to apply for
funding.

The programs can all be applied for online and help as-
sist small businesses with lost funds and proper training
on both a provincial and federal scale.

“Each of the Federal and Provincial programs have dif-
ferent uptake levels but we're doing everything we can in
the Chamber network to promote the program opportu-
nities that are out there. We're strongly encouraging ev-
ery single business, even if they think they’re doing okay
right now, this is still a very volatile market. If you're
eligible we encourage you to get the money and take full
advantage.”

Three programs that have been available by the Gov-
ernment of Saskatchewan have had their application
deadlines pushed back to help give additional time for
businesses to apply.

“The bottom line is that it’s still out there for those who
still need it. It's great news,” McLellan explained. “For
those that have been able to take advantage of the gov-
ernment funding, it means that there’s a bit of pressure
they can relax from.”

One program that McLellan pointed out was the Re-
Open Saskatchewan Training Subsidy (RSTS) that helped
cover costs of training staff for new business activities
such as curbside pick-up, delivery, and most importantly
online retailing.

McLellan says that the adaptation to online retailing is
incredibly important as many people are now doing their
shopping online from their computer or phones. This
change means that businesses need to adapt to continue
to thrive.

“We're absolutely promoting the move to digital be-
cause if businesses don’t, they’re really going to be chal-
lenged in the future.”

The RSTS program helps to cover the costs of training,
which does include training in how to create and oper-
ate an online website for their business. Since the fund-
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Industrial
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MANITOBA: 204-281-3394
SASKATCHEWAN: 306-898-3216
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ing covers this, McLellan strongly encourages small busi-
nesses to seek training and begin creating a website to be
accessed by customers.

“It doesn’t mean you need to have an Amazon-like
website right away, but it does mean you have got to pro-
mote, you have to have a presence. When somebody goes
onto their phone or their laptop, you have to be easy to
find and your product better be easy to connect with, oth-
erwise they will go to Amazon because it’s easier.”

McLellan encourages business owners to seek out web
developers near them and take courses to learn how to set
up and operate their sites.

“Whether you're a Bobcat guy or a retail store, you've
got to be able to tell the world here I am.”

The RSTS program reimburses employers 100 per
cent of the employee training costs up to a maximum of
$10,000, which can include courses on operating an online
store.

With the various support programs at both the federal
and provincial levels, McLellan says that all businesses
should take the time to apply, even if they are unsure if
theyre eligible for them.

“Too many businesses are literally just looking at their
feet in front of them going one foot in front of the other.”
McLellan said. “This gives them a bit of latitude to say ‘T
can put this extra money away now and I can look up and
start planning a little”.”

Even if businesses are busy, McLellan suggests having
someone look into the programs and application process.

“I know many businesses are so busy working the front
counter that it's hard to get the time to look at these pro-
grams, but find the person in accounting, your accoun-
tants, or someone in the store who can look at it,” McLel-
lan concluded. “If we don’t do it, the government will
simply roll it back.”

AVAILABLE AT WENTWORTH AG.

IALEGEND

®

[ALEGEND

Vented Top Lid -
Opening size of 26 3/4"

Legend Air System
(Blue duct not present for
Fertilizer Bins)

Air Intake

Rack & Pinion Slide
Gate Assembly B

= =

|

BINS

View Glass

Additional Air
Intake Hole

Bottom Manway

|
=
= e
| 1] Ladder with
| Safety Grip

- T o
TR

Movable Hand Crank

UIPMENT AND FEATURES:

Fertilizer bins feature 2 part epoxy paint
Interior coating

All bins include a sandblasted prep.and topcoat
with 2 part epoxy paint

35 Degree Roof and 40 Degree Hopper Cone
Ladder with safety grip step

Rack and Pinion bottom gate with adjustable
hand crank

+ Vented Roof Lid

+ Mounted on a 21" wide skid foundation for
unmatched strength and stability

Adjustable rack & pinion slide gate assembly.
Includes adjustable leg/slide gate handle
Slidegate Clearance to ground: 32 3/8" with
skid, 28" with no skid

Legend Air System built into the structure of bin

WA Wentworth Ag.

i

www.grainequipment.com

Hwy. 3 W, Winkler, MB R6W 4A7
Call/Text: 204-817-9009

Follow Us On Social Media

yOoo




February 2021

Plain and Valley

29

Moosomin-area farmer moves to corn grazing

BY RoB PauL
LocAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Moosomin area cattle farmer
Trevor Green has taken an un-
orthodox approach to raising his
cattle. Rather than rely on the
usual feed like hay or silage he’s
been corn grazing with his cattle.

“We basically got into corn
grazing to eliminate using ma-
chinery and fuel every day,”
said Green. “Machinery and fuel
are two of the biggest expenses
on a cattle farm and cattle have
got feet and teeth and they can
go find their own feed.

“With corn grazing, you ba-
sically sow it in the spring and
then it grows all year long and
once it drys down you turn the
cattle to it—we’re grazing about
78 cattle in there and they're
getting about 0.6 of an acre for
about a three or four day stretch.

“On the fourth day we feed
them a little bit of hay, they have
hay in the morning and that af-
ternoon I let them into the new
paddock again.

“It cuts down on having to
start a tractor every day and us-
ing fuel, the cattle are in great
shape and it takes a little bit
more mineral and stuff—we
use a good mineral program
through  Moosomin. There’s
no cleaning cost, the cattle are
pooping and peeing out in the
field that I need the nutrients in
to grow corn for next year again.
The cattle go to the feed instead
of us going to bring the feed to
the cattle all of the time.”

Three major factors that have
led Green towards corn grazing
are its efficiency, the amount it
saves on costs, and that less land
is needed to raise more cattle
on corn. It was a transition he’d
looked into before moving for-
ward with it, but he’s happy he
did.
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Moosomin area farmer Trevor Green has been corn grazing his cattle this winter as

an alternative option that helps save money on fuel.

“It gives the ability to grow a
lot of tonnes on a small amount
of acres,” he said. “As land
gets more and more expensive,
we have to look at whether we
should buy more land or utilize
what we have better by growing

WENTWORTH AG ON-FARM
GRAIN STORAGE & HANDLING

VA

Wentworth Ag.
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more tonnes by acre. It's a 12-
acre field and we're feeding 78
cows for roughly 100 days and if
I was growing hay on that then
I might have 30 days worth of
feed on that 12 acres.”

One thing that has really stood

0

Hwy. 3 W, Winkler, MB R6W 4A7

Call/Text: 204-819-4272
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out to Green with corn grazing is
the drastic difference in fuel use.
With corn grazing, tractor use is
far less frequent and he’s using
hundreds of litres less of diesel
fuel than average this winter.
“Some guys use straw, some

use silage, or hay bales,” he
said. “Unless you're bail graz-
ing—which we’re  probably
going to start doing here in a
week—you're starting a trac-
tor every daﬁ and taking that
feed out to the cows. If you're
feeding silage, you're generally
starting two tractors—you’ve
got a mixer wagon and a loader
tractor—and it’s a lot of fuel.

“So far this winter I've used
about roughly 60 litres of die-
sel fuel, guy could be upwards
of 300 or 400 litres on 78 to 100
cows. With that tractor running
every day feeding bales and
then you've got cleaning costs
come spring and summer, it
adds up.”

After looking into corn graz-
ing for some time, Green decid-
ed it was something he would
like to try out. An unintended
positive impact to come out of
moving to corn grazing was eas-
ily being able to involve his fam-
ily in helping out when he needs
ahand.

“I took a little bit of it when
I went to college, the Western
Beef Development Centre is a
huge resource for trying dif-
ferent stuff,” he said. “They’ve
been doing it up there and a
couple years ago we thought
we should just try it and see it
how it works. It's nice because if
I'm not available or I'm helping
a neighbour or something, my
wife Cindy can come home from
work and her and the kids with
the quad can go move the fence.
Some people can be intimidated
by a tractor and she can fire up
the quad and grab the kids and
they can go help. They can move
the fence in like 20 minutes and
the cattle are good for another
three days. It's good for the
whole family, the kids get to be
involved!

Continued on page 32 =

SAFE & DRY WITH GSI
THE STRONGER BIN

Wentworth Ag Providing High
Quality Products Since 2003

* GSI Flat Bottom Bins

+ GSI Grain Dryers

+ Remote Dryer Monitoring

* Dryer Service and
Inspection Programs

+ Towers & Catwalks

* Bucket Elevators

+ Dura-Lok Floors

+ Air Systems

+ OPI Grain Monitoring

Wentworth Ag can help
make your farming
operation more efficient.
Please call today to talk
to our educated staff to
find the grain storage
and handling solution
for your farm.
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Rodeo organizers remain hopeful
as they plan for spring and
summer events across Canada

v Continued from Page 27

Bells thinks it’s impor-
tant for the Canadian Cow-
boys Association to try and
do something this = year
if they’re able to because
even if it’s a smaller rodeo,
it’s better than nothing and
people haven’t been able to
look forward to local events
in a long time. She says
some communities have
even begun prepping for
their yearly rodeo as they
remain hopeful the spring
and summer will bring a
safer atmosphere.

“Some of the communi-
ties are already selling, not
tickets to the rodeo, but
they’re having fundrais-
ers,” she said. “Some of the
communities are doing that
where you can buy a raffle
ticket and win something.
I know some communi-

girl and cowboy members,
subcontractors, etc.—and
this can keep everybody up
to date. So we encourage
eve! 1zl/body to keep an eye
on that and continue to be
optimistic that even if it's at
a smaller scale, we can still
plan on something happen-
ing. Everﬁbody is ready to
get together, but in a safe
way so that’s what we're
figuring out.”

It's not an easy task for

el restrictions and numbers
for gatherings will look like
for each province.

Still, Bells doesn’t think
it would do any good to
wait around to hear what
they might be able to do in
the coming months, they’d
rather plan and ensure if
they can do something
then they will. She says for
those in the rodeo commu-
nity, communication is key
as they move forward and
encourages people to sta
posted for updates throug
their social media channels.

“What we're doing is
planning like we're having
a season so the planning
process is happening,” she
said.

“For the dates of the ro-
deos, we'll be going from
last season’s dates—which
now would be the 2019
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LESS IS MORE

ties are starting to do that. the Canadian Cowboys dates—we’ll be posting
We're keeping in touch Association to plan rodeos those again on our website
with the communities and and guide communities so people can see where the
we have social media to in four different provinces rodeos might be happen-
keep up with. through this because of the  ing. If people want to look

“We encourage all our unknownsahead. There’sa at that previous schedule,
communities and members  few months until the sea- they can judge where and
to follow our social me- son begins, but there’s no when rodeos might be hap-
dia—wehave over 600 cow-  way of knowing what trav-  pening.”

PowerRich provides a total crop fertilizer,
giving your crops all the nutrients they need
in order to achieve maximum growth, health
and yield,without adding the extra salts

of conventional fertilizers.

Our low salt high quality fertilizers offer the
sustainable option more and more producers

are turning to as their choice for high
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performing crop nutrition with
a reduced carbon footprint.
LOCAL AGENT: NEIL BOMBOIR
306.745.7580 | neil@powerrich.com

Guy Shepherd
I ' J B Farm Boy Realty Corp.
arm O y Moosomin SK. 306-434-8857

guy@farmboyrealty.com

Phone: 306.891.9375

Montmartre, baskatchewan

Email: kleinsamantha@hotmail.com

1-866-249-4697 e www.drrobertkitchen.ca

REALTY

farmboyrealty.com

SOME FACTS TO CONSIDER IF
YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING

Based on MLS Sales Data from July 2015 to January 2021 for Farm Boy
Realty’s Core area of South East Sask (consisting of 26 RM’s)

Farm Boy Realty results:
37% of listed sales (55 out of 148)
and 51% of total acres listed sold

(46,778 out of 92,413)

57% of dollar value sold
($76.7 million vs $57.7 million for all others)

Farm Boy Listed land sold for an average of
$1641 per acre on all land -
more than $376 per acre over all other sales

There were 15 land sales over $2 million
11 were Farm Boy Listed sales!

If you are thinking of selling,
you need to call Farm Boy Realty!
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COVID-19 and its impact on producers

BY SPENCER KEMP
LocAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Producers in Saskatch-
ewan have felt the impact
of COVID-19 daily in their
workplace, with reduced
capacity at processing
plants and the constantly
shifting health orders that
sometimes limit produc-
er’s ability to work.

President of the Agri-
cultural Producers Asso-
ciation of Saskatchewan
(APAS), Todd Lewis, ex-
plained the biggest concern
was during the start of CO-
VID-19 when the first cases
were reported in Saskatch-
ewan.

“It's been a real mixed
bag,” Lewis explained.
“When it started, there was
lots of concern, of course,
even when it came to get-
ting parts from the dealer-
ship and whatnot.”

While some producers
felt the blow of reduced ca-
pacity in processing plants,
grain producers found a
silver lining in the pan-
demic.

“Some positive parts
for the grain industry was
train transportation. There
was extra capacity because
other commodities were
not being shipped,” Lewis
explained. “We really have
had that record shipping
and record service from
the rail companies over the
past year.”

Due to the lack of prod-
uct needing to be shipped
from other operations, ag-
riculture producers were
able to ship more product
faster to meet the higher
demand that has been felt
across Canada over the
past year.

Agricultural  producers
are feeling the impacts of
empty containers, how-

ever. While they have not
seen as many layoffs due
to capacity changes, they
have noted an alarming
amount of empty contain-
ers.

“I think another thing

we’re seeing now more and
more is probably transpor-
tation issues with contain-

rs,” Lewis said. “There’s
a real shortage of contain-
ers in North America right
now.”

While it’s not a cause of
panic for Lewis, he says it
is something they need to
keep their eye on.

But on the other hand,
livestock producers have
certainly felt the impacts of
constantly evolving public
health order as processing
plants have had to reduce
capacity and even shut
down.

Due to the constantly
changing public health or-
ders that are in effect, some
plants have had to close
while others are only per-
mitted to operate at a lim-
ited capacity.

“Certainly there were is-
sues with plant closures,
the processing plants in
Alberta closed and that af-
fected the prices producers
were getting. There’s been
volatility in the livestock
market, in pork, and in
beef. I think those produc-
ers have been affected the
most negatively as well.”

While the public health
measures that have been
put in effect are commend-
ed by Lewis, he expressed
some concern over their
impact on producers.

“I think the protocols
they put in place were ef-
fective, but in the pork
industry there were clo-
sures in Brandon,” Lewis
explained. “It's an ongo-
ing issue and hopefully
we're not going to see full
closures or whatever, but
it does hurt the capacity at
certain times.”

Lewis added that the
ongoing  pandemic s
something that producers
need to adapt to, and even
though there have been ad-
vancements with the vari-
ous COVID-19 vaccines,
they still need to do what
they can to stay safe.

“It's something that’s not

A. Pethick Farm
& Custom’Ag

Now offering:

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Custom Spraying
Custom Haying
Custom Swathing

306.434.9998

apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

going to go away until we
get the vaccinations and
everybody is covered off
and we can wait and see
if we have any more clo-
sures.”

Rural internet was an-
other topic that caught
Lewis’ attention. With
many people working
from home, Lewis notes
the poor connectivity in ru-
ral areas. He explained that
it is something that has al-
ways been known but has
since only been amplified
due to more people work-
ing from home.

“It really shows the is-
sues around rural internet
activity. Kids are trying to
learn from home and there
are university students
who would rather take on-
line courses, some of them
haven’t been able to stay at
home and have to move to
larger centers to have good
internet just to take their
courses,” Lewis explained.
“We knew the service was
poor in much of rural Sas-
katchewan and it’s really
been proven with some of
the issues we’ve seen here
with rural connectivity.”

Lewis adds that there
have been efforts made to
help remedy the poor con-
nection in rural internet,
and now with the pan-
demic having many work-
ing from home or school-
ing from home, additional

efforts are needing to be
made

Isolation has also been
an ongoing issue in agri-
culture as well. It is some-
thing that has only since
been amplified due to the
ongoing pandemic.

Producers have been hit
hard by isolation, being
unable to even visit their
neighbor due to COVID-19
concerns has begun to take
its toll on many in the in-

FLAX: CDC Glas

SPRING WHEAT: AAC Brandon,
AAC Alida VB, AAC Leroy VB

WINTER WHEAT: Moats, AAC Wildfire
OATS: ORe3542M

dustry.

“Agriculture has always
been an industry where
isolation has always been
an issue. It is an issue with-
out question, and it's been
a long winter for many
parents who have had their
kids at home.”

Lewis also said that with
many rinks closed to the
public and producers being
unable to attend conven-
tions and fairs, it has been

BIG DOG SEEDS INC.

OXBOW, SK

PEAS: CDC Spectrum, CDC Forest
LENTILS: CDC Impulse CL, CDC Simmie CL

CONVENTIONAL SOYBEANS: (Non GMO, not glyphosate
tolerant) AAC Edward, OAC Prudence, Siberia

a rough winter all across
the board. The inability to
take part in these events
has taken a toll on many in
the province. He says that
producers who are feeling
the toll of the winter and
pandemic should seek the

appropriate help.
Producers who are feel-
ing stress and anxiety

brought on by any reason
can call the Farm Stress
Line at 1-800-667-4442

gdog.farm@sasktel.net | 306.483.2963
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Trevor Green has found on top of the costs he saves on fuel by corn

grazing his cattle, he's been able to get his family more involved on the
farm with helping him out when he needs it.

Moosomin-area farmer
moves to corn grazing

w Continued from page 29
“My son is six years old
and he can go help move
the fence, well what can
you do if you're choring
with the tractor? He can
ride in the cab and do noth-
inﬁ. So it kind of gets the
whole family involved and
Ilike it that way, getting ev-
erybody to contribute a bit.
Even in the deep snow, the
leaves and the cobs are so
high on the corn—there’s
places out there right now
where the snow is over two
feet and the cows can just
plow right through it and
go find the cobs and the leaves. It doesn’t
seem to bother them and it's cattle’s natu-
ral instinct to go out and graze. If they can
graze on the corn—I'm a Union Forage reﬁ
now so we're going to put some swatl
grazing in—then next year our idea is we
can graze the cattle for 10 or 11 months of
the year and there will only be a month
where we actually take bail to them.”
Green plans on corn grazing again next
year too while exploring swath grazing
which will help extend the grazing pe-
riod and continue to reduce the cost and
time for harvesting forage and cut down

on machinery use for handling feed and
manure.

“The swath grazing will have a bunch
of different varieties in it (Goliath forage
rape, Hunter leaf turnip, green globe tur-
nip, millet, forage peas),” he said. “Then
with the corn they’ll go graze it and our
cows this year will be done in a few days,
but next year hopefully we'll go right into
the middle of February with corn grazing.
It's just a different way of doing things
and the margins are pretty tight on a cattle
farm and everythinﬁ we can do to save
money is money in the bank.”

It shouldn’t be about killing an industry.
It should be about killing emissions.

IDRYRobert]Kitchen]MP)
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