
Think Christmas, think Creasy’s!
T Game Tables
T Pool Tables
T Billiard Accessories
T Foosball
T Dome Hockey
T Poker Tables
T Home Style Bars
T Jacuzzi Hot Tubs
T Pianos
T Ping Pong Tables

Heintzman new and used pianos
uprights and grands of all sizes!

 End of Year Clearance on all Jacuzzi hot tubs. 
 Tons of tubs in stock!

See our location in the Brandon 
Shopper’s Mall from now until Christmas

2500 Park Ave, Brandon, MB.
Toll Free: 1-877-241-9580  Phone: 204-729-8827 www.creasys.ca

CREASY HOT TUBS, BILLIARDS & PIANOS

Kevin Weedmark photo

Members of Wawota’s Save Our Beds Committee went to the Legislature 
recently to try to convince the government to overturn Sun Country Health 
Region’s closure of five beds at Wawota’s Deer View Lodge. From left are 
Heather Birnie, Faye Greenbank, Dale Easton, Ron Hall, and Bob Porter. See 
story on page 5.

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
Saskatchewan’ pro-

vincial auditor, Brian 
Atkinson, has slammed 
the Sun Country Health 
Region for its lack of ad-
herence to its own hiring 
policies and inconsistent 
practices.

The provincial audi-
tor’s report, released 
Wednesday, included 
recommendations that 
come out of an exami-
nation of Sun Country’s 
hiring practices.

According to the re-
port, “Officials at Sun 
Country did not always 
document the results 
of interviews, reference 
checks, and criminal re-
cord checks. 

“Nor did they docu-
ment reasons for hiring 
a candidate who did not 
meet the qualifications 
in the selected position 
description.

“Lack of compliance 
with policies for hiring 
management personnel 
could result in inappro-
priate hiring decisions.”

The auditor also sug-
gested that the Sun 
Country Health Region 
needs to establish a re-
location policy to control 
expenses of hiring new 
employees.

According to the audi-
tor’s report, “For diffi-
cult to fill positions, Sun 
Country gives relocation 
incentives to help attract 
new employees to the 
region. However, it does 
not have policies and 
procedures for adminis-
tering such incentives. 

“For instance, it has 
not established policies 
setting out when to of-
fer relocation incentives, 
maximum amounts, or 
the process to disburse 
payments for such in-
centives. Lack of clear 
policies and procedures 
could result in a loss of 
public money.

“In 2008, Sun Country 

agreed to pay a newly 
hired senior employee 
a relocation allowance 
of $15,000 upon the 
production of original 
receipts to support the 
expenses.” 

The report continues 
“The employee used a 
Sun Country purchase 
card to pay for relocation 
expenses and continued 
to do so for nearly two 
years after commencing 
employment. The em-
ployee did not submit 
support for the majority 
of 2009-10 purchase card 
expenses until March 
2010.

“By March 31, 2010, the 
employee had charged 
about $25,000 on the 
purchase card for his re-
location expenses. The 
employee repaid about 
$10,000 representing the 
amount in excess of the 
agreed upon relocation 
expenses. The employee 
has since left Sun Coun-
try’s employment.”

The auditor’s report 
doesn’t name names, 
but Hal Schmidt, who 
resigned over the sum-
mer as vice-president of 
finance for Sun Country, 
had been hired in 2008.

Atkinson told the 
W o r l d - S p e c t a t o r 
Wednesday that Sun 
Country officials never 
discovered the misuse 
of the card—it was his 

office that discovered it 
and brought it to region-
al officials’ attention.

“They handed him 
a credit card and off he 
went. When we went to 
check on it, this is what 
we found.”

The auditor’s report 
includes information on 
another Sun Country 
employee who left the 
province owing the re-
gion more than $15,000. 
In that case, the region 
again did not follow its 
own policies regarding 
reference checks, crimi-
nal record checks, and 
credential verification.

“The employee used 
the purchase card for 
personal travel and ex-
penses totalling $6,080,” 
according to the report. 

“When Sun Country 
became aware of the 
misuse, it cancelled the 
card. Sun Country was 
setting up a repayment 
plan when the employ-
ee resigned, moved to 
another province, and 
claimed bankruptcy.

“The employee owes 
Sun Country this mon-
ey, as well as relocation 
expenses of $7,442 and 
other benefits of $2,066, 
for a total of $15,588 plus 
interest. Sun Country 
has forwarded this ac-
count to collection agen-
cy for collection.

Continued on page 2 ☞

One employee improperly spent $10,000 

Second employee owes region $15,588,
but left province and declared bankruptcy

Region didn’t follow its own policies 
on checking credentials, doing 

criminal background checks

‘Sun Country was having a bit of a bad 
year.’

—Provincial Auditor Brian Atkinson
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Think of us as your Christmas Headquarters!

www.harleydavidsonofyorkton.com

86 Seventh Avenue South, Yorkton SK S3N 3V2 306.783.1999

Regular Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday • 9:30 am - 5:30 pm

Main St. • Moosomin, SK • 306.435.2738

• FASHIONS FOR ALL WOMEN •
THE CHRISTMAS 

COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN!

l S

Starting Monday, 
December 13

Save
25%

off everything 
in the store!

Beat the 

rush the 

week before!

DON’T FORGET - YOU CAN SHOP 
LATE ON THURSDAY NIGHTS!

Doors open until 9:00 p.m. and expect some surprise savings!

Glasser’s TV Service Moosomin, SK • (306) 435-3040

The wait is over. AVATAR on Blu-ray™ 3D.
Included exclusively with Panasonic Viera® 3D TV’s.

SPECIAL OFFER
Purchase any Panasonic 3D TV 
and receive a copy of AVATAR 

on Blu-ray™ 3D.
Offer available while supplies last

☞ Continued from front 
“Furthermore, Sun Coun-

try had no evidence of the 
reference checks when it 
hired this employee in May 
2009. Nor did it obtain a 
criminal record check or 
document evidence of its 
review of the employee’s 
credentials.

“As we stated earlier, Sun 
Country’s policies require 
officials to do so before hir-

ing staff.”
The provincial auditor’s 

report included recommen-
dations in regard to Sun 
Country:

“We recommend that Sun 
Country Regional Health 
Authority follow its poli-
cies and procedures when 
hiring management per-
sonnel.” and

“We recommend that Sun 
Country Regional Health 

Authority establish poli-
cies and procedures for re-
location incentives for new 
hires.”

Atkinson said his office 
took a close look at hiring 
practices in health regions 
because concerns had been 
raised about hiring.

“We thought we should 
look at the hiring practices 
in some of the regional 
health authorities, and we 

chose Regina Qu’Appelle, 
Prairie North, and Sun 
Country to examine.

“We took a look at hir-
ing practices in all three, 
and found all three had ad-
equate policies and proce-
dures. The question is did 
they follow them. Regina-
Qu’Appelle did. Prairie 
North did. Sun Country 
did not.”

He said the discovery 
that procedures were not 
being followed should be 
disconcerting for those en-
trusted with running the 
organization.

“If you’re senior manage-
ment you should be some-
what surprised if your poli-
cies aren’t being followed,” 
he said.

He said the policies are in 
place in Sun Country, but 
management has to ensure 
they are being followed.

“If you have good hiring 
policies, follow them,” he 
said. “You can never pre-
vent all bad things from 
happening—that perfect 
world doesn’t exist—but 
it you have good policies 
and your employees follow 
them these things shouldn’t 
happen as often. Sun Coun-
try was having a bit of a 

bad year.”
Marga Cugnet, Sun 

Country’s acting CEO, said 
the health region has new 
procedures in place to en-
sure hiring policies are fol-
lowed.

“We reviewed the poli-
cies and we made sure ev-
erything is standardized 
and all interviews are docu-
mented. They have a check-
list to follow to ensure that 
everything gets done.”

Cugnet said she doesn’t 
understand how employ-
ees were able to make un-
authorized purchases with 
their credit cards.

“We have a process in 
place,” she said. “You sub-
mit your expenses to your 
supervisor. 

“We did actually do a 
review of that, and if situ-
ations come up where a 
manager has some ques-
tions, they can talk to some-
body else about it.”

Moosomin MLA and 
Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly Don Toth said 
he believes the Sun Coun-
try board should take the 
provincial auditor’s report 
very seriously.

“I would think this 
would be a major concern 

for the board members to 
have Sun Country singled  
out in the report this way,” 
Toth said.

“I think the auditor has 
pointed out the fact that 
there were some definite 
inconsistencies.

“I can only assume that a 
lot of board members didn’t 
know this was going on, but 
having been involved in 
municipal council, I know 
that when serious issues are 
raised you ask questions to 
find out what’s going on. 

“There are no doubt go-
ing to be some questions 
asked about how the board 
has handled things. I be-
lieve board members will 
see this report and will 
be asking some questions 
themselves. 

“I think some Sun Coun-
try board members are 
working hard to represent 
the region well, and I have 
a feeling more and more 
board members will be de-
manding more and more 
information before making 
final decisions.”

Interviews could not be 
arranged with Sun Coun-
try chair Sharon Bauche or  
Health Minister Don Mc-
Morris  by deadline.

Auditor finds problems in Sun Country



December 2010 Plain and Valley 3

To
 c

o
nt

a
c

t P
la

in
 a

nd
 V

a
lle

y:
C

a
ll 

30
6-

43
5-

24
45

  •
  E

m
a

il 
w

o
rld

_s
p

e
c

ta
to

r@
sa

sk
te

l.n
e

t  
• 

 O
r v

isi
t o

ur
 w

e
b

sit
e

 a
t w

w
w

.p
la

in
a

nd
va

lle
y.

c
o

m

www.frigidaire.ca

$599

(204) 748-3331

FINANCING 

$699

$399

SAVE
$1250

on Gallery Stainless Package

November 26 & 27 2010

Kara Kinna photos

Bethlehem Live, the annual live nativity event, was held in Moosomin on Nov. 26 and 27, including hundreds of 
actors and volunteers. At left: a scene from the marketplace. Centre: A group of bandits ready to attack. Right: 
The holy family—Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus.



BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
The clock has started ticking toward the 

2011 provincial election, when voters may 
or may not have a chance to vote on a topic 
so contentious politicians don’t want to 
talk about it.

Premier Brad Wall promised during the 
last election campaign that the contentious 
issue wouldn’t be decided by politicians, 
but would be put to a public vote during 
the next election. Now the government is 
backtracking on that promise and it is un-
clear whether the promised referendum 
will go ahead or not.

The issue that’s so contentious that poli-
ticians are worried about the repercussions 
of even putting it to a public vote isn’t 
abortion or gun rights, health care funding, 
capital punishment or the criminal justice 
system.

This is Saskatchewan, and the issue poli-
ticians don’t want to talk about is Daylight 
Saving Time.

Moosomin MLA and Speaker of the Leg-
islative Assembly Don Toth said the gov-
ernment isn’t sure a referendum is needed, 
since polls consistently show most Sas-
katchewan residents are opposed to chang-
ing to Daylight Saving Time.

“There is discussion of whether it does 
go to a referendum,” Toth told the World-
Spectator last week. “There are a lot of peo-
ple opposed to it from Regina west. Where 
I run into support for a change is on the 
extreme eastern side of the province where 
there are greater dealing with Manitoba. 
Even in my own constituency, in the west-
ern part, there isn’t that same interest.”

He said the fact that there seems to be a 
majority opposed to change, and the cost of 
holding a referendum, may cause the gov-
ernment to drop the plan.

“What it comes down to is the public say-
ing I think we could spend our dollars a lot 
more wisely,” he said.

“Finances are still somewhat tight. If we 
know the majority isn’t there, is it worth 
the time and effort to have a vote?

Toth said he isn’t sure if a vote would 
settle the issue. “I don’t know if you will 
ever come to an end on an issue like this,” 
he said.

I think it’s like politics in this province 

you have a strong feeling in either one di-
rection or the other.”

 While he is rarely hesitant to express 
his views on any issue, Toth didn’t want to 
endorse one side or the other on the DST 
debate. Asked which way he would vote if 
a referedum is held on DST, Toth was silent 
for a moment and then answered “I ‘d have 
to reserve judgement on that.”

While the rest of the world sets its clocks 
ahead in the spring and back in the fall 
to make the summer evenings that much 
longer, Saskatchewan has stuck firmly to 
Central Standard time since the provincial 
government passed the Time Act in 1966. 
Prior to that, municipalities could decide 
the time they operated on, which led to a 
patchwork across the province.

The Moosomin area, being at the far east 
end of the province, sees the sun go down 
earlier than most of Saskatchewan, and 
has a history of lobbying for adoption of 
daylight saving time. In 1986 the town or-
ganized a local referendum on DST, and in 
the fall of 1993 the town council declared 
that Moosomin would ignore the Time Act 
and declare DST locally starting the follow-
ing spring.

The provincial government reacted an-
grily and threatened to withhold all pro-
vincial transfers to the town of Moosomin 
if the plan went ahead. The town eventu-
ally backed down from the plan.

Polls have consistently shown a majority 
of Saskatchewan residents opposed to the 
switch to DST.

Premier Brad Wall had made the promise 
to hold a plebiscite or referendum on DST 
during the final days of the 2007 election 
campaign that made him premier. He said 
the vote would be held in conjunction with 
the next provincial election, which is slated 
for Nov. 7, 2011.

However Municipal Affairs Minister 
Darryl Hickie now says no decision has 
been made whether to actually hold the 
DST vote.

Premier Brad Wall made the promise to 
hold a plebiscite or referendum on DST 
during the final days of the 2007 election 
campaign that made him premier. He said 
the vote would be held in conjunction with 
the next pro-

vincial election, which is slated for Nov. 7, 
2011.

However Municipal Affairs Minister Dar-
ryl Hickie says no decision has been made 
whether to actually hold the DST vote.

“We have a year before the next election. 
I think we’ll be making a more definitive 
statement on that as we go on and do some 
more analysis, some more in-depth polling 
possibly,” Hickie told reporters last week, 
noting that it is a “very divisive” issue in 

the province.
“We don’t want to waste taxpayers’ dol-

lars . . . and it’s one of those things we want 
to make a prudent decision based on what 
we’re hearing from the public as well.”

Since the Time Act came into force, Sas-
katchewan follows one time year round, 
with the exception of some western border 
communities which change their clocks 
ahead in the spring and back in the fall to 
remain consistent with Alberta.
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Rocanville - 306.645.2112  |  Langenburg - 306.743.2332  |  Wynyard - 306-554-3505

Christmas
Savings

SAVE

20%
20% discount 

off all 
Westward 

tools

OPERATING LTD.

BICK’S AUTO
FULLY LICENSED SHOP

CALL (204) 851-0666

DIESELS
2008 RAM 2500 4x4 Quad 85 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29,995
2007 RAM 4x4 Quad 190 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,995
2006 RAM 4x4 Quad Dually 150 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,995
2004 RAM 4x4 Quad Dually 190 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22,995
2003 RAM 4x4 Reg Cab Dually. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,995
2003 Chev 4x4 X-Cab Dually Leather . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,995
1999 RAM 4x4 X-Cab Leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,995
2005 F350 4x4 Super Crew Leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,995

GAS
2008 GMC 2500 X-Cab 4x4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19,995
2006 Chev 1500 X-Cab 4x4 85 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,995
2006 Ford F-150 4x4 X-Cab LB 90 km . . . . . . . . . . . $14,995
2005 RAM 1500 Quad Cab 4x4 90 km. . . . . . . . . . . $14,995
2005 Chev 2500 4x4 Reg Cab 140 km . . . . . . . . . . . $12,995
2005 GMC 2500 X-Cab 4x4 81 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,995
2005 Dakota Quad Cab 4x4 105 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,995
2005 Ford XLT X-Cab 4x4 160 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,995
2005 Ford F250 4x4 Reg Cab 130 km. . . . . . . . . . . . $12,995
2004 RAM 2WD Quad 120 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,995
2004 F150 Super Crew 4x4 Leather 180 km. . . . . . . $11,995
2003 F150 Super Crew 4x4 Leather 170 km. . . . . . . $11,995
2003 RAM Quad 4x4 170 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,995
2000 S10 X-Cab 4x4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
1996 Ranger X-Cab 4x4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
2004 Avalanche 4x4 Leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,995
2005 Avalanche 4x4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,995

CARS
2009 Charger 30 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,995
2006 Cobalt 90 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
2005 Impala 87 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,995
2005 Cavalier 71 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,795
2004 Impala 98 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
2004 Monte Carlo SS S.C. 85 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,995
2002 Sunfire 120 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
2001 Sunfire 110 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
2002 Grand AM 54 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
2002 Grand AM GT 120 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
1997 Mustang GT 150 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
1993 AMC Eagle 120 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,995

SUVS / VANS
2007 Montana SV6 90 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,995
2007 Ford Edge AWD Leather 90 km . . . . . . . . . . . . $21,995
2006 H.H.R. 72 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,995
2004 P.T. Cruiser 90 km . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
1997 Explorer 40 dr. 4x4 150 km. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995

SLEDS / QUADS
2008 350 2WD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,995
2007 Polaris 450 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995
2003 Artic Cat 900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,500

TRAILERS
2007 Keystone Slides 29’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,995
2005 Keystone Slides 32’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,995

Contentious issue may, or may not, be on ballot

FarmsofCanada.com
Alex Morrow Realtor

Phone: (306) 434-8780
Fax: (306) 435-2292

e-mail: amorrow@farmsofcanada.com

Farm & Ranch Real Estate 

Call 306-435-2445
to find out more about 

Plain and Valley
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Call Lane, Terry, Dave or Brad for more information.

EARLY BOOKING SPECIAL
Book your bin for spring delivery at reduced pricing.

Agro Centre
Highway #1, Virden, MB

Phone 748-2843 
or 851-1137

4100 Bushel
$3.26/bushel

Model 210724H

$13,700 plus GST

3500 Bushel
$3.43/bushel

Model 210722H

$11,700 plus GST

Bin, hopper, skid, rocket, and labour included.
Delivery included within 100 kms.

Other sizes available.

H2S Alive
VIRDEN Every Tuesday
REDVERS Every Thursday
WASKADA - January 10

First Aid/CPR - December
VIRDEN - Emergency First Aid Level “C” CPR December 9
VIRDEN - Standard First Aid Level “C” CPR  December 9 & 10
REDVERS  - Emergency First Aid Level “C” CPR December 14
REDVERS  - Standard First Aid Level “C” CPR  December 14 & 15

First Aid/CPR - January
VIRDEN - Emergency First Aid Level “C” CPR January  5
VIRDEN - Standard First Aid Level “C” CPR  January 5 & 6
VIRDEN - Emergency First Aid Level “C” CPR January  11
VIRDEN - Standard First Aid Level “C” CPR  January 11 &12

REDVERS  - Emergency First Aid Level “C” CPR January 24
REDVERS  - Standard First Aid Level “C” CPR January 24 & 25
WASKADA - Emergency First Aid Level “C” CPR January 11
WASKADA - Standard First Aid Level “C” CPR January 11 

GLOBAL GROUND DISTURBANCE LEVEL II - 1 DAY
VIRDEN -  December 13 VIRDEN - January 20
WASKADA - January 13  REDVERS - January 28

CONFINED SPACE ENTRY ( LEVEL I ) - 1 DAY 
VIRDEN - January 26          WASKADA - January 14

CONFINED SPACE ENTRY AND RESCUE - 2 DAY 
VIRDEN  - January 26 & 27

Virden - 204-748-3553
Redvers - 306-452-3391
www.safety-source.ca

Get SAFE for winter. Come see us for all your winter safety gear!

Your locally owned and operated one stop safety shop!!

Upcoming Training

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
Wawota’s Save Our Beds Committee took its 

fight to the Saskatchewan legislature in Novem-
ber.

The committee presented a 1,400 name peti-
tion calling on the government to reopen the three 
long-term care beds and two respite beds at Deer 
View Lodge that were closed in May by the Sun 
Country Health Region.

They ran into a brick wall when Saskatchewan 
Health Minister Don McMorris refused to inter-
vene, and said the authority to close the beds 
resides with the Sun Country Regional Health 
Authority.

While the Health Ministry stepped in over the 
summer and ordered a review of hiring practices 
in Sun Country, the minister said he would not 
intervene on the bed closures.

Then, when it became clear that the health re-
gion had hired a vice-president of finance who 
had been fired from his last job for misrepresent-
ing his credentials and had lent himself $75,000 in 
public funds from an earlier job which he failed to 
repay, the health ministry asked for an explana-
tion from the board, then requested a third-party 
review of hiring practices in Sun Country.

That review led to the firing of the CEO, Cal 
Tant. Health Minister Don McMorris said, how-
ever, that he can’t review every decision made by 
the Sun Country Regional Health Authority, and 
he trusts the board to make the right decisions.

“I certainly understand the concerns from the 
community when they’re losing the three long-
term beds and two respite beds and the impact 
that has on the community and the impact that 
has on seniors. It is a decision of the health region 
and the decision has been made. I’ve questioned 
the health region. Obviously the community has 
questioned the health region. It’s a decision they 
felt they needed to make at this time.”

McMorris pointed out that the Sun Country 
Health Region has one of the highest bed num-

bers per capita in the province, and needed to 
make cuts somewhere.

While one board member who has now resigned 
said the board did not have all the information it 
needed to make the decision about the Wawota 
Beds, and while the NDP health critic Judy Junor 
pointed out that the beds closed in Wawota are 
among 88 beds that have been closed around the 
province in the last six months.

“When you look at the Sun Country Health Re-
gion and the number of beds per capita it’s one 
of the highest in the province, so they’re looking 
at all ways to run their operation as efficiently 
as possible. We have told all health regions . . . 
to look at ways to find efficiencies within their 
system that doesn’t affect patient care directly, 
so I don’t necessarily buy the argument that it’s 
strictly a monetary issue.”

McMorris said he feels for people from Wawota 
who are upset about elderly relatives having to be 
sent to other communities for nursing care.

“I think any of us from rural Saskatchewan 
have faced this,” he said. “I’ve faced it. My father 
living in Fort Qu’Appelle did not get a long-term 
care bed in Fort Qu’Appelle. He was down the 
road and they were going to work hard to get him 
back to that community. That never happened. 
So I understand the impact it has on families. I 
also understand, though, that the health region 
is committed to the facility. They’ve put in about 
$160,000 into repairs into the facility over the last 
three years. Sun Country has fixed the facility up, 
it’s there for the long term.“

The minister said he spoke with Sun Country 
about the bed closures. “On cases like this I have a 
pretty constant conversation with either the CEO 
through the ministry of health or the board chairs 
through myself,” he said. 

“I’ve talked to the board chair herself, Sharon 
Bauche, on this issue and I can say to them ‘are 
you sure this is what you need to do?’ There are 
concerns, obviously. I’ve heard them from the 

community of Wawota which I met with here in 
the building . . . I can question the board. Ulti-
mately, though if I am the one to make the deci-
sion on Wawota or any other facility then we do 
not need health boards.”

The health minister said he understands Wa-
wota’s concerns, but can’t intervene in what is 
the Sun Country Regional Health Authority’s 
decision.“I’ve heard directly from the commu-
nity in a meeting that I had with them here in this 
building. I’ve certainly heard Wawota’s side of it 
and understand it. I don’t have . . . I’m not the one 
that has to weigh all that and make the final deci-
sion. I listened to what they had to say, I talked 
to the CEO, I brought those issues forward to the 
CEO, to the board chair, but ultimately it has to be 
their decision.”

He said overturning the decision would mean 
the health minister is running the entire health 
system across the province.

“I think it’s a better model having the decision 
made by people from the area that understand the 
issues in that area better than me as the minister 
of health.”

He said the issue of people from Wawota trav-
elling on winter roads to see loved ones is a real 
concern but is not unique to Wawota.

“That’s a legitimate concern, but that is a con-
cern that is real for many communities that don’t 
have long-term care facilities that have aged fam-
ily members who have to go to another commu-
nity.”

Asked about why the ministry intervened by 
ordering a review of hiring in the health region, 
but can’t intervene in the bed closures, the minis-
ter responded “when we hear concerns we raise 
them with the board. Whether it’s me talking to 
the board chair or whether it’s the ministry talk-
ing to the CEO or the staff.” He said in the case of 
hiring policy, “procedures probably weren’t fol-
lowed properly as far as we were concerned, we 
raised those concerns, and the board acted.”

Save Our Beds committee chair Dale Easton 
said he was frustrated by the health minister’s re-
sponse. “There are people who are being moved 

to other facilities . . . away from their loved ones, 
their family, the community where they spent 
their whole life because of $110,000 when there is 
a perfectly good building there, it was function-
al, it was practical, the staffing’s not a problem, 
the doctors are not a problem. It just seems like 
it came down to $110,000 and they won’t move 
off that.”

Easton said he hopes the health minister un-
derstands that a large number of people are still 
upset over the bed closures.

“Just the sheer number of people who are up-
set about this. It was obvious from the petition, 
over 1,400 names, and not just from Wawota, from 
surrounding communities. That has to have some 
bearing on this. It’s not just a group of radical 
people wanting to make a noise, it’s lots of people 
and they’re upset by it. And it’s rippling over to 
other communities and it has to be looked at.”

NDP health critic Judy Junor pointed out that 
the beds closed in Wawota are among 88 beds that 
have been closed around the province in the last 
six months. She said she doesn’t understand with 
all the information that has come out about the 
Wawota closures, why the minister hasn’t stepped 
in. “He certainly picks and chooses when to have 
local decisions made locally,” she said. “They 
do appoint the boards, and I’ve been there. The 
boards do not do things that are unpopular with 
the government.” She said the health minister has 
the power to give health boards direction.

“The people in Wawota have demonstrated 
that these beds are necessary to the community. 
I’ve been there. I’ve visited. I’ve heard some of 
the stories. People are suffering. And when you 
see that Broadview is opening beds in the Re-
gina Qu’Appelle Health Region because of the 
overflow from Wawota, then you understand the 
beds are needed there. So I don’t understand the 
decision and I don’t understand why they can’t 
reverse it. For $100,000 it’s not worth it. It’s not 
worth it to that community, it’s not worth it to 
the Regina Qu’Appelle Health Region when they 
have to open beds in Broadview. It’s not worth 
it.”

Health minister says closures board’s decision
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(306) 783-6360 • Flamingo Square Mall • Yorkton, SK

MONDAY • TUESDAY • WEDNESDAY: 9:30 A.M.–5:30 P.M.
THURSDAY: 9:30 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.

FRIDAY: 9:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.
SATURDAY: 9:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Christmas Sale
Selected Winter Fashions

UP TO

Get the perfect Christmas 

outfi t at the perfect price!

Graduation gowns 
arriving daily!

SPRING 2011 AUCTIONS
April 2, 2011 – Wahl Brothers – Emerson, MB – (204) 327-6678

2005 New Holland Steiger Built TJ425 4X4 Tractor 2500  hrs; 1991 Case IH 
Steiger Built 9260 crab steering wheel drive tractor; John Deere 9600 combine 
complete with outback S-2 Auto steer, green lighted annually and after 2010 
harvest

April 8, 2011
Gerald Dyck Farm

Domain, MB – (204) 736-2916
2004 Cat Challenger MT 765 24’’ 
HD, Tracks, Ezee Steer, 3 pth Brackets 
5672 hrs complete dealer serviced at 
5288 hours, SN#01459; 1998 Mac-
Don Premier swather two speed w/7 
bolt hubs and 962 30 ft. 1226 hrs, 
SN#120714; 1992 Mack grain truck 350 mack engine, w/13 speed, w/newer 19 
ft. Midland unibody grain box and pup trailer.

April 9, 2011 – Mervin Dueck Farm – Morris, MB – (204) 746-8893
1993 John Deere 8770 4WD, JD Auto Trac steering 5200 hrs; 1993 John Deere 
9600 wired for JD Auto Trac Steer, 914 pickup head w/belt pickup; 1994 Mac-
Don 960 Draper head 36 ft, pickup reels, new hyd pump; Bourgault  8810 seed-
ing tool 40 ft., 10’’ spacing, single chute, c/w 3195 seed cart

April 11, 2011 – Mike and Maurice Didkowski
Snowfl ake, MB – (204) 822-8329

1984 875 Versatile with 5400 hrs; 1986 Massey 3545 MFD, 3ph. 1000/540 
pto c/w EZ-On 2106 self-leveling loader, joystick; 1976 John Deere 2130 3ph, 
add on, cab c/wJD145 loader; 1989 Versatile 4700 diesel 22 ft. swather; 5 New 
Holland combines TR, 97, 85, ’S 70

April 12, 2011 – David Henderson Farms
Manitou, MB – (204) 242-4060

2005 JD 9860 SP Premium  Combine, 1209 engine hrs, 961 Threshing Hrs; 
JD 615 Belt Pickup; Hopper Topper; JD auto-steer ready; 2001 JD 9400T 
SN#RW9400T9002214, front weight package, 24 speed, 36 in. tracks, 4 spool 
hyd; JD integrated auto-steer with monitor and bubble, 3940 hrs; 2000 JD 
9400T, SN#RW9400T900349, PTO, 24 speed, new 36 inch retred tracks, mud 
defl ector kit, JD integrated auto-steer (no monitor and bubble), 5045 hrs; 2002 
Premier 30 ft SP Swather 2 speed c/w PU reel and platform auger; 1999 JD 
4700 100 ft Booms, 800 gal Stainless Steel tank, 2484 hrs, complete JD inte-
grated auto-steer, model 2600 touch sreen monitor

April 15, 2011 – Henry Toews  Farm – Elma, MB
1983 IHC 5088, triple hyd, 795 Quick tach Allied loader; IHC  Model 4586 
4 WD tractor; 1979 Case 970 Diesel power shift,  3 pth; 1993 Case IH 1688 
Combine, AFX Rotor, super 8 Pickup; Bourgault 40 ft model F-H seeding tool 
w/cart

April  16, 2011 – Ryan and Gail Reichert 
Thornhill, MB – (204) 822-337

1988 JD 2555 open station and 3ph c/w 240 loader; 2006 BobCat #430 Mini 
Hoe 0 Swing c/w Thumb and 2 ft. digging bucket; 2006 BobCat #430 Mini 
Hoe 0 Swing c/w Thumb and 2 ft. digging bucket; 1984 Ford 9000 Cabover 
Highway tractor, 3406 Cat engine; From neighbor Ray White: (204) 822-3387 
1984 JD 4050 3ph, 1000-540 pto, Quad shift, c/w JD 260 front end loader; JD 
2420 Diesel SP Swather 21

April  18, 2011 – Dan & Ed Friesen – Elma, MB

1989 John Deere 4755 MFWD, Power shift, 3 pth, JD Greenlite @ 9178 Hours; 
1981 IH 3588 2x2 with 23.1 x 30 Firestone Tires, add on 3pth; 1980 John Deere 
8820, 212 pickup head; 1975 Versatile 800 4x4 tractor, 18.4 x 38 duals with 
only 300 hrs on overhauled engine; 1982 Gleaner L2 Hydro, pickup and chop-
per; 1989 IH S1900, 466 DT Diesel, 6 speed, 16 ft Box, air brakes 

April 21, 2011 – Ed & Dianne Giesbrecht 
Oakville, MB – (204)-267-2599

1992 Case IH 7110  MFWD, triple hyd, 3Pth, 480/42 band duals w/795 al-
lied loader; 1986 Steiger Bearcat 1000 4 x4, 1000 pto, Cummins L 10 En-
gine, 12 speed power shift; 1998 Case IH 2388 Combine, specialty rotor, 
swath master belt pickup, 30.5 x32 tires,  1674 rotor hrs, 2071 engine hours, 
SN#JJCO999111

April 23, 2011, 10 a.m. – Cantan Farms Ltd.
Owner Wes  Packham – (204) 267-2097

1997 Duetz 9170 mfwd, 1000 pto, triple hyd, 18 speed with 3 seed power shift, 
rock shaft; Duetz 3.7 mfwd, 3pth, cab, air, SN# Model D 77480205, 4697 hrs; 
John Deere 1120 tractor with 3 pth, and 145 JD Loader; 2002 Massey Fer-
guson 8780 Combine, will have 1150 to 1200 hrs after 2010 harvest, 30.5 
x 32 tires, belt pickup, grain dryer, farm fans AB 120, total  958 hours; seven 
hopper grain bins 
Don & Loretta Wood (204) 267-2307 Hobby Farm Auction  immedi-
ately following the Cantan  Farms Auction  1 mile north. 1994 John Deere 6200, 
cab, 18.4 x 30’ rear, 3 pth, dual hyd, with quick tach  640 loader, joy stick, 7 ft. 
bucket and grapple fork,  only 3887 hrs; Simplicity  20 hp; Landlord DLX  Lawn 
tractor with 50” belly mount mower, cruise, diff lock, power steering, 1020 hrs, 
40” rear mount tiller may sell after tractor

Partial listing only. 
See website for complete listing and photos.

WE ARE NOW BOOKING 
SPRING AND SUMMER AUCTIONS

CALL (204) 325-4433

Bill Klassen Auctions Ltd.
www.billklassen.com for complete listing and photos

A Manitoba auction company equipped to conduct all sizes of farm and industrial auctions

BY KARA KINNA
After years of holding 

classes in different locations 
around Moosomin, the 
Southeast Regional College 
celebrated the grand open-
ing of its new permanent 
location on Park Avenue on 
Friday, November 19.

Staff, students, dignitar-
ies and the public were in-
vited to attend the event, 
which included tours of the 
newly renovated building, 
a presentation, ribbon cut-
ting, and cake cutting.

“We’re all under one 
roof, people can find us 
in one location now,” said 
Ken Shackel, Trans-Cana-
da training consultant for 
the college. “There’s just 
more of a feeling of belong-
ing. The electrical students 
were always left alone in a 
separate building, the basic 
education students were in 
their own little world over 
at the high school, but now 
it’s more of a college feel. 
It’s a campus feel.”

Southeast College has 
never had a permanent lo-
cation in Moosomin. For 
years the college has been 
holding its classes in differ-
ent locations around town. 
Many of the classes were 
taught in the high school, 
and the electrician cer-
tificate program was held 
wherever the college could 
find space. Office space for 
the college was rented in 
the provincial building.

The college finally decid-
ed to purchase the former 
Double Scrub car wash on 
Park Avenue in Moosomin 

and turn it into a perma-
nent home.

The new building is 5,782 
square feet and features 
two large classrooms and 
one small classroom, office 
space, a reception area, a 
student lounge, an exam 
room, and a classroom and 
full mock up area for the 
students taking the electri-
cian certificate program or 
other trades programs.

The entire project was 
completed on deadline, and 
the college began teaching 
classes in the building in 
September.

Shackel says the new 
building has made a differ-
ence in how the college can 
offer its courses.

“I think what’s been best 
about it is that we can keep 
the training consistent,” he 
says. “When we were shar-
ing space with the high 
school we had to juggle our 
scheduling for the labs be-
cause we shared space, and 
the same with the electri-
cal program, we had to go 
there after hours. Now it 
still requires some juggling 
and scheduling but you can 
keep that continuity going 
through the program.”

Alvin Nixon has been the 
instructor for the electrician 
certificate program for the 
last five years. He says the 
biggest difference for his 
students is the atmosphere 
a permanent location pro-
vides.

“We had lots of room and 
it was good, but this is go-
ing to be a lot better because 
it’s more of a school or col-

lege atmosphere than what 
we had before,” he said. 
“For the students it gives 
them more of a feeling that 
they are in a post secondary 
type of situation. It’s quite a 
bit better that way.

“As far as the training 
goes, it’s going to be very 
similar. It will probably be 
a little bit better because be-
fore we were in an unheat-
ed shop for certain parts 
of the program, but now 
we have a heated shop for 
pretty much everything.”

Grenfell’s Derek Coderre, 
a student at the college, said 
the building works well for 
the electrical course he is 
taking.

“It’s very easy to get 
around, it’s not huge so 
you’re going to get lost. It’s 
very orientated to what we 
are taking,” he said. “We 
have a shop we are in an 
industrial setting.

“Eventually I would like 
to own my own business 
and this allows me to be 
close to home, to be able to 
go back to school and keep 
costs as low as they can be. 
It allows me to go to school 
in a fairly inexpensive 
way.”

Southeast Regional Col-
lege in Moosomin offers a 
number of courses, includ-
ing basic education, ESL 
classes, an electrical cer-
tificate program, various 
safety programs, computer 
training, different agricul-
ture classes, business and 
entrepreneur training, and 
televised learning through 
SCN.

College officially opens 
new Moosomin campus

WANT NEW

FURNITURE 
FOR THE

Holiday
 Season?

BUSINESS HOURS:
Wednesday - Friday: 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Come see us at our new location!

You Make The Trip. . .We Make The Difference!

Come see us for all your furniture needs!

Dimplex 
Fireplaces

Just pennies 

an hour to run!

Check out 
these beautiful 

fi replaces!

Many styles to choose from!

42” Panasonic 
Plasma TV

JUST $69998
Limited Time & Quantity

Kingsdown 
Mattresses
Priced to sell – 

Get yours today!

All Holiday Decor

BUY ONE GET 
ONE HALF OFF!

Living 
Room Sets

Many in-stock!
Choose from many 

name brands 
including Best, 

Stylus and Ashley

Just in time for your 
holiday guests!

7-Piece 
Dining Sets

STARTING AT

$99998

SAVE THE TAX
No tax on all in-stock furniture 

and home decor during 
the month of December

MENS NITE
Friday, December 17 - 7 p.m.

WE WILL HELP SAVE YOUR
BACON THIS SEASON!
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Located between Whitewood & Wapella

(306) 532-4809
www.highplainsranchsupply.com

OLS SUPPLEMENT TUBS

WE CARRY 
SOME UNIQUE 
FARM TOYS!

• SADDLES
• TACK
• ANIMAL HEALTH  
 PRODUCTS
• ELECTRIC FENCING  
 & MORE!

HYDRAULIC 
WIRE ROLLER

WINTER SPECIAL
Noromectin Pour-on 

(Volume discounts available)

5 Litres 

$6995
$89500

CALL OR E-MAIL US FOR 
OUR NEW CATALOGUE!

 Mandan
 North Dakota D&S AUTO & TRAILER SALES

 24 Hour Hotline 701-471-3376  24 Hour Hotline 701-471-3376 
 

 VERN’S 6’X16’ STOCK TRAILER

 8  1 ⁄ 2 ’ X 20 ’ 
 INTERSTATE 
 ATV/RACE 
 CAR TRAILER

 $ 5,695

 2001 TRAVELONG 24’ GN STOCK
 TRAILER

 HEAVY DUTY 14’ DUMP TRAILER

 $ 5 , 995

 16” 10 Ply radials, 
 3 way gate ramps, 
 scissor lift.
 2 each 7000 lb. 
 axles, power up 
 and down.

 20’ HD FLATBED TRAILER
 Dovetail, Brakes, & Two Axles, Spare Tire Mnt., Square HD 
 Jack, 5,200# Axles

 
 

 Heavy Duty Features Throughout
 Brakes All Wheels

 $ 4 , 295
 7’X16’ V-NOSE INTERSTATE CARGO

 $ 4,463

 Stone guard, 
 ramp door, 
 side door, LED 
 lights, dome 
 lights

 $ 6,500

 3’
 

 9,900
 GVW

 Very Good Condition, 2 Center 
 Gates, 10 Ply Radials, Aero 

 Dynamic Smooth Skin

 $ 2,745

 Ramp door, side 
 door, camper latch, 
 dome lights, roof & 
 side vents, white 
 walls, rear jacks.

Gayleen 
Gurr

Independent Pampered 
Chef Director

Phone: 306-538-4999
www.pamperedchef.biz/gayleengurr

Shop 24/7
Christmas shopping made easy!

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
A group of local inves-

tors has decided to go 
ahead with the first phase 
of an apartment complex 
between Wright Road and 
Henry Street in Moosomin.

The development is be-
ing co-ordinated by Bridge 
Road Developments, which 
has developed similar proj-
ects in similar-sized com-
munities across Manitoba 
and currently has a project 
under construction in Red-
vers.

Twelve local inves-
tors have signed on to the 
Moosomin project, and Bill 
Thorn, head of the inves-

tors group, said the deci-
sion was made to move 
forward with that number.

“We need three more in-
vestors, but we think we 
will find them soon,” he 
said. “There were 12 of us 
sitting there, and we decid-
ed that we can move ahead 
with this, and we’re sure 
the rest of the investors will 
come along.

“We thought that if we 
can get something going 
now, we can have the con-
tractors looking at stuff in 
January.”

Thorn says he is hap-
py with how the project 
has come together to this 

point.
“Overall I’m quite hap-

py with the interest we’ve 
had from investors,” said 
Thorn. “In a short period of 
time, we’ve had 12 people 
come forward and commit 
to the project, and we’ve 
got several more thinking 
about it.”

The current plan is to 
build 24 units in the first 
phase, but the plan may 
be expanded to 30 units if 
enough tenants come for-
ward before ground is bro-
ken in March.

“If we have a really good 
response we could go to 
30,” said Thorn. “We’ll be 

making a final decision 
within the next month.”

The local shareholders 
are hoping people inter-
ested in the project come 
forward soon. Tenants 
who come forward now 
still have a wide choice of 
suites, since the suites are 
assigned on a first-come 
first-served basis.

The initial phase will 
cost $5 million to build. 
The plan is to eventually 
develop three phases.

$5 million project:

Apartment complex 
to move forward

To contact Plain and Valley call 306-435-2445 
or visit us online at www.plainandvalley.com
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OUR TWO LOCATIONS
417 Highway 48 501 Main Street
Montmartre, SK Kipling, SK
Ph. 424-2871 Ph. 736-2255

www.chittronics.com

After Hours call
DON JOHNSON (306) 736-7295 

DENNIS EDWARDS (306) 696-7773
 BLAIR ADAMS (306) 735-7232

CURTIS LANGFORD - Precision Ag Specialist 
306-735-7662

Whitewood, SK. wwww.whitesag.com 306-735-2300

Used Tractors
2006 Valtra T190 $109,500
210hp, fwa, duals, 650/50r42 dual rears, 480/85R30
front duals, front 3pt, 1250 hours
2006 MF 7495 $105,900
175hp, fwa, CVT, front suspension, fully loaded, 1300 hours
2007 MF 7480 $104,900
140hp, fwa, CVT, self level loader, fully equipped, 750 hours
2008 MF 7480 $119,000
140hp, fwa, CVT, self level loader, 350 hours
2003 Agco DT200 $89,000
200hp, fwa, loader, grapple
1989 Deutz Allis 9130 $18,000
135hp, fwa, 18 speed ps
2001 MF 1225 $18,900
24hp, fwa, hydro, loader, mower, snowblower

Used Combines
2008 MF 9790 $249,000
18.4R42 duals, 16.9R26 rears, MAV, swathmaster, 207 hrs, 
warranty to 2011
2004 MF 9790 $161,900
900/65R32, 16.9R26, chopper, chaff spreader, fi eldstar, 
1005 hrs
1999 Case IH 2388 $94,000
Axceller, specialty rotor, chopper, spreaders, rock trap, 
swathmaster pu, 1865 hours
1997 MF 8780 $69,000
chopper, chaff spreader, swathmaster
1997 NH TX66 $64,500
chopper, PU

0% for 2 years

Used Combine Heads
2005 MF 8000 $28,000
30’ fl ex, U2reel fore/aft, poly
1991 MacDon 960 $10,000
25’, pur
1996 NH 973 $12,500
30’ fl ex, pur

Used Swathers
2009 Westward M150 $109,000
35’, pu reel, fore/aft, transport kit, skid shoes, loaded
2007 MF 9435 $94,900
36’, U2, skid shoes, guage wheels, 650 hours
2006 MF 9220 $74,900
30’, U2, guage wheels, skid shoes, 650 hours
2003 Westward 9352 $62,000
30’, pu reel, 1400 hrs
1999 MF 220II $46,500
26’, DS, pu reel, sch drive, 253 hours
1995 Case IH 8820 $19,500
25’, pu reel
1992 CI 722 $12,000
26’, batt reel

0% for 2 years

Used Seeding & Tillage
2009 SEED HAWK 7212/400 Plus $299,000
72’, 12” spacing, liquid kit, 500 bu cart, loading auger,
 full sectional control kit (SCT)
1999 SEED HAWK 357 $72,500
44’, 12” spacing, onboard seed and fertilizer, shedded
2005 SEED HAWK 6412 SOLD
64’, 12” spacing, quick pin, liquid fert kit

Seed Hawk & Morris PreSell Program 
on Now!

Used Sprayers
2001 Brandt QF1000 SOLD
1200 gal, 100’ boom

Used Hay Tools
2001 HESSTON 856A $19,900
5x6, full auto
1999 HESTON 565A $14,900
5x6, auto tie

Used Hay Tools continued
2000 NH 688 $15,500
5x6 baler
1999 Case IH SC416 $12,500
16’, s/s
1996 Case IH 8380 $8,500
16’, s/s rollers
2004 MF 220AH $12,900
16’, s/s rollers
2005 Bale King 3100 SOLD
rh discharge, fi ne cut

Used Compacts L & G
2001 MF 1225 $18,900
24hp, diesel, fwa, hydro, ldr, mower, snowblower

Used Miscellaneous
2005 Bergen 3600 SOLD
header trailer, fl ex bar
ALO $2.500
loader mounts for MF 6200 series
Farm King 1050 $4,800
10” x 50’ swing auger
Universal Harvester $5,000
24’ pur
Degelman $8,000
14’ dozer blade, 4 way, mounts to fi t JD
Spray Air 4370 $13,500
13” x 70’ swing auger, winch

IN STOCK
NOW!

UNDER $160,000

CALL TODAY
FOR MORE

INFORMATION!
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- WORLD CLASS SHOWROOM -
ROCANVILLE, SK • (306) 645-2669 •  WWW.UNIVERSESATELLITE.COM

ARCTIC CAT . . . MORE TO GO ON

warranty on new 2011 Arctic Car Snowmobiles

warranty or up to $1,300 

in rebates on new 2010 

Arctic Cat ATV’s or Prowlers
We also carry a full line 
of Arctic Cat clothing 

and accessories

River Valley Road North, Virden, Manitoba, R0M 2C0  

To all our associates and friends, we wish a happy 
and healthy holiday season fi lled with the joy of 

family and friends. It’s been a pleasure serving you 
this past year and we look forward to serving you 

again soon.

Steiner Safari Pro 8x22 Compact Binoculars
Made in Germany

Now Open Late on Thursdays until 8 p.m.

Sale Price
$139.00

Save 
$30.00 
Now!

See us at the Brandon Gun Show Dec. 11 & 12!!!

Lots of Great 
Stocking Stuffer 
Ideas in Store!

Gift Certifi cates
Available

Manitoba is getting rid of 
its small business tax.

Businesses in the prov-
ince will save more than 
$422 million annually when 
the tax measures are com-
bined with tax cuts previ-
ously announced by the 
government.

Finance Minister Rosann 
Wowchuk credited small 
businesses for their contri-
butions to Manitoba.

She says they invest in 
the economy, grow com-
munities, support families 
and keep Manitoba’s un-
employment rate one of the 
lowest in the country.

When the NDP took of-
fice in 1999, the small busi-
ness tax was at eight per 
cent.

That number has 
dropped over the past de-
cade, sitting more recently 
at one per cent before the 
phase-out was announced 

Wednesday.
The Canadian Federa-

tion of Independent Busi-
ness voiced support for the 
move.

“This is a day to celebrate 
but it doesn’t end here,” 
said spokeswoman Janine 
Carmichael.

“I think the next thing for 
small businesses is really 
on the personal income tax 
side—that’s really an area 
where Manitoba is losing 
some competitiveness.”

The province, however, 
said it does not have cur-
rent plans to change that.

The Canadian Taxpayers 
Association wonders where 
the government will try 
to recoup the $9.5 million 
shortfall it will face by ax-
ing the small business tax.

The government said 
it has not yet determined 
how it will make up for the 
shortfall.

Manitoba 
axes tax

Thick hoar 
frost coats a 
tall spruce 
tree in Moo-
somin. The 
frost made 
the entire 
area look 
b e a u t i -
ful last 
week.
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Many Thanks
There are no words to express our sincere and overwhelming gratitude, appreciation 
and thanks to our communities that came together to help carry and support us and 
our families through this tragedy. We cannot even begin to attempt to individually thank 
everyone who contributed and were involved.

It is an honor to our boys and an unbelievable comfort to our families knowing that we 
are part of an extended community so full of love and support.

We are so very proud and blessed that we live in this community. Riley, Brody, Chad 
and Cody can rest in peace knowing that their families and friends are surrounded by 
love.

In this holiday season it is our hope and wish that you will continue to 
love and support each other and have a Merry Christmas.

With our love and gratitude,
The Grainger, Parker, Taylor 

and Wilson Families



December 2010 Plain and Valley 11

December 29th 
Player Appreciation Free Roll Tournament 

Play begins at 8pm 
Top 10 win free entry into the ND Texas Hold’em Championship 

The 2010 Free Roll Tournament is sponsored by The Landing Bar and Bottle Shop

December 30th & 31st 
Qualifing Round - $100 buy-in (no rebuys) 

Registration begins at 8am 
Play begins at 11am and 3pm both days 

Top 100 players advance to Championship each day (approx.)

January 1st 
First Place Prize, 40,000* 

*Prize Pool paid out to the 100th place.

Tournament will be conducted under the National Tournament Directors  
and World Series of Poker™ Tournament Rules

For motel reservations, tournament information or registration call
The Vegas Motel 

2315 N. Broadway, Minot, ND 58703 
839-3000 

www.thevegasmotel.com
Management reserves the right to cancel or alter any promotions  

at any time, all decision of the management are final.

Previous North Dakota State Champions
2009 Eric Hanson, $37,500 

1,491 entrants
2008 Sam Dickson, $35,000 

1,341 entrants
2007 Sonny Lehman, $30,000 

1,103 entrants
2006 Curtis Langford, $25,000 

667 entrants
2005 Lyle Kirmis, $20,000 

483 entrants
2004 Jeff Nehring, $19,000 

387 entrants

Poker Mania starts De-
cember 29 as over 1,800 
poker players are expected 
to begin arriving in Minot, 
North Dakota for the an-
nual ND Texas Hold’em 
Championship™. The an-
nual tournament, now in its 
seventh year, is held at The 
Vegas Motel of Minot and 
is the largest charity poker 
tournament in the Unit-
ed States. Last year 1,491 
players competed for the 
$115,000 prize pool payout. 
The coveted first prize pay-
out of $37,500 was awarded 
to the new ND state cham-
pion, Eric Hanson from Lis-
bon, North Dakota.

The state poker tourna-
ment held Dec. 29  to Jan. 
1 is hosted by The Vegas 
Motel and Sevens Bar and 
Restaurant. It is now in 
its seventh year and con-
tinues to grow and draw 
national and international 
attention. This year’s total 
prize pool is expected to be 
over $138,000, with $40,000 
awarded to the first place 
player and new state cham-
pion. 

The tournament draws 
a majority of its players 
from across the nation and 
Canada.

“Every year the tourna-
ment draws more players 
from a wider area,” said 
Wendy Rupert, The Vegas 
Motel manager and event 
organizer. “Every year 
since the inception of the 
tournament, it has broken 
attendance records for the 
largest state tournament 
and set a record for having 
the largest charitable poker 
tournament in the United 
States.” 

In addition, Rupert said 
the management team 
for the tournament adds 
new features every year to 
closely mimic the World 

Series of Poker™ events. 
“We want all of our players 
to feel the same excitement 
and energy just as if they 
were playing in a World Se-
ries event, just on a smaller 
scale,” said Rupert.

In previous years, play-
ers have traveled great 
distances to compete in the 
tournament, traveling from 
over 39 different states as 
far away as New Hamp-
shire, Florida, California 
and Alaska. International 
competitors from Norway, 
Germany, Vietnam, Eng-
land and Canada have also 
taken part in past tourna-
ments. This year’s tourna-
ment will be no exception; 
many Canadian players 
have already registered. 
The number of Canadian 
players has steadily in-
creased year after year to 
reach over 200 players in 

the previous tournament.
Rupert said the tourna-

ment was conceived to 
draw tourism and fill a void 
in activities after the holi-
day season. “We wanted to 
create a marquee event for 
the community at the time 
of year when things were 
slow and the rural com-
munity was having some 
down time.”

When the tournament 
was created “poker was a 
growing craze,” said Ru-
pert. “We wanted a fam-
ily event—Dad can play in 
the tournament, Mom can 
catch the after Christmas 
sales, and the kids can en-
joy the motel’s swimming 
pool.” However you may 
see Mom also playing in 
the tournament, since the 
number of women playing 
in the tournament is grow-
ing steadily. Four women 

competed in the first year; 
36 played in 2007, with one 
woman reaching the top 20. 
In 2008 Chastity Askvig of 
Carpio, ND was the first 
woman to finish in the top 
10, walking away with the 
third place paycheque of 
$9,000. In 2009, 164 women 
competed in the tourna-
ment.

One of the exciting rea-
sons players cite for playing 
in the local state champion-
ship tournament is that the 
tournament gives players 
the opportunity to sharpen 
their skills and develop 
the confidence to move on 
to the larger WSOP events 
held annually in Las Vegas. 
Many of the tournament 
players have placed in the 
WSOP of events and taken 
home cash prizes.

The charity tournament 
consists of a $100 buy-in. In 

each of the first two days, 
the top 100 qualifiers ad-
vance to the championship 
round on January 1. Any-
one who does not success-
fully advance on the first 
day may also buy in on day 
two. 

On the final day of play, 
an estimated 200 players 
will compete for the cov-
eted estimated top prize of 
$40,000. The top 100 play-
ers will receive a portion of 
the prize payouts.  All reg-
istered players are invited 
to enjoy a lavish buffet sup-
per at the motel sponsored 
the Sevens Bar and Restau-
rant. “It is a very large buf-
fet, created after the famous 
Las Vegas buffets,” said 
Rupert.

A portion of registra-
tion proceeds is used for 
tournament costs, such as 
trophies, advertising and 

staffing, with the remain-
der being donated for col-
lege scholarships at Minot 
State University.

The Vegas Motel is lo-
cated at 2315 North Broad-
way, across from the Minot 
International Airport.

Pre-registration is recom-
mended, since it guaran-
tees that a player will have 
a spot in the tournament 
and it speeds up registra-
tion on game day, but play-
ers will be accepted up un-
til play begins on the first 
two days.

Texas hold ‘em is now the 
most-played poker game in 
U.S. casinos. Its popular-
ity has been attributed, in 
part, to extensive television 
exposure of hold ‘em tour-
naments. The World Series 
of Poker in Las Vegas cul-
minates with a $10,000 no-
limit hold ‘em main event.

ND poker tournament gets larger every year

Watch the 
January 

P&V
for a 

special 
feature 
on the  

Russell-
Asessippi 

area.

Call
306-435-2445 
to advertise 

in this 
special 
feature



 Plain and Valley December 201012

The Bell Barn dance

510 Broadway Street West

1.306.786.6777
www.paintedhandcasino.ca
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July 8-10, 2011

Kemoca Park

To do:
• Book a 

campsite at 
Kemoca Regional 
ParK: swimming 

pool, full-
service sites, 

tenting. 
Reservations 

start 
Jan. 4, 2011 
424-2040

Three Days of Live Music

Weekend 
Passes 
ONLY $35 
until Dec. 31
$45 - Jan. 1, 20

11

$55 - May 15, 2011

Friday, July 8
7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

(4 acts on Main Stage)

 Saturday, July 9 
11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 

(Hourly performances)

Sunday, July 10 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(6 acts on Main Stage)

www.allfolkedup.ca 

Welcome to our incredible 
Platinum media sponsor 

Plain & Valley
The newspaper that supports 

Southeast communities

• Kidz Stage • Craft Booths
• Beer Gardens • Food Vendors  
Save 35% on tickets before Dec. 31
A three-day weekend pass for adults is now 
only $35. Children pay only $20 for three days 
of kids’ entertainment, crafts and activities, 
with five & under and 85 & over being FREE! 

For tickets:
• (306) 424-2835 or maxie58@sasktel.net
• Mail cheque to ‘Montmartre BET You Can’, 
Box 426, Montmartre, SK, S0G 3M0 
• Buy tickets at Sisters’ Boutique 
(Montmartre); Seed Clothing (3100 13th Ave., 
Regina) & The Fainting Goat Restaurant (2330 
Albert St., Regina)
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Building a home, barn, 
shed or doing renovations?

Using the wrong insulation?

If you or your contractor 
are not using the right 

insulation... 
ask WHY NOT?

Use the WallBAR Insulation System

MORE SAVINGS
Reduce your heating system by 30-40%

No condensation problems
Mice and rodent resistant 
Higher R value per inch

MORE COMFORT
Excellent acoustics - a quieter environment

A draft-free environment
WallBAR in-wall and attic insulations 

MORE SAFETY
Fire resistant

Does not impose a health risk
No “possible cause of cancer” labels

First building product to carry the 
“Environmental Choice” logo

BELIEVE IT!
Weathershield insulation - non-irritating, 

fire retardant, and darn good at stopping 
the heat and cold!

(306) 532-4294   (306) 435-7778

Fast & Efficient - Free Estimates
Contact Ferrel Horn

Wapella, SK

LIFETIME GUARANTEE - DON’T SETTLE FOR SECOND BEST

The WallBAR Insulation system is what you need!

#2 Fifth Ave North

Virden, MB R0M 2C0

(204) 748-3619

1002 North Front St.

Moosomin, SK S0G 3N0
(306) 435-2001

www.extremeglassandsiding.com

Are you thinking of replacing those 
drafty old windows and doors?

WELL NOW IS THE TIME!
Pick your discount on orders placed between

December 1 to December 31, 2010

5% - 10% - 15% or even 20%!
(Discounts exclude labour and materials)

So brave the cold and come in
to pick your discount today!

(Some restrictions may apply.)

OLD MAN WINTER IS NOW HERE 
AND SO ARE WINTER DISCOUNTS 

ON HURON WINDOWS AND DOORS!

BY HELEN SOLMES
The controversial MS Lib-

eration procedure has given 
an Esterhazy man new hope 
that, with time and a phys-
iotherapy regime, he will be 
able to shake some of the de-
bilitating symptoms of mus-
cular sclerosis. 

Myles Hendrick is cau-
tiously optimistic that, now 
that the two collapsed veins 
in his neck have been bal-
looned back into shape and 
now that blood is flowing 
as it should, he will find the 
physical strength to manage 
his disease. It will require 
diligence on his part and a 
45-60-minute a day phys-
iotherapy program, but, as 
he said: “It least I am now 
pointed in the right direc-
tion.”

Every day since his treat-
ment in Costa Rica in Octo-
ber, Myles Hendrick has no-
ticed small but encouraging 
improvements. 

The numbness in his leg 
is gone, the numbness in 
his right hand is 50 per cent 
gone, and he has regained 
bladder control. 

He is no longer dependent 
on a walker. He is standing 
taller, walking with less of 
a gait, and he is back in the 
saddle. Only time will tell 
whether he will be able to 
farm again, but, for now, he 
is back up on the tractor, and 
is actually enjoying be able 
to clear snow from his farm 
yard north of Esterhazy.

Every day since the 
Chronic Cardiospinal Ve-
nous Insufficiency (CCSVI) 
procedure in Costa Rica in 
October, Myles has noticed 
small improvements

For Hendrick, life has al-
ways been a serious of small 
steps toward achieving his 
goals. “I like to have a game 
plan,” he said. “If things 
don’t go right, then I like to 
reassess and move on to Pan 
B.”

In the past three years, 
Myles has had to seriously 
rethink his life plans. In 
January, 2008, he was di-
agnosed with primary pro-
gressive muscular sclerosis 
(MS), the type of MS that 
left him weak, tired, and 
plagued with debilitating 
symptoms and with a prog-
nosis that made the near fu-
ture look bleak.

Primary progressive MS 
is one of two forms of MS, 
the other being relapsing re-
mitting—similar, but differ-
ent in that, unlike relapse re-
mitting MS patients, Myles 
could not count on any relief 
from the numbness in his 
arms and legs, nor from the 
fatigue, bladder problems, 
blurred vision, and loss of 
balance.

Unlike relapsing remit-
ting MS, primary progres-
sive MS offered few, if any, 
breaks from the symptoms. 
They just keep getting 
worse. Myles knew that, 
without some intervention, 
he would be in a wheelchair 
within two years.

Hendrick is 48 years old. 
By his mid-forties, he was 
married, he was farming 
his own land north of Ester-
hazy, he was a partner in a 
contract business, and he 
was an ardent hunter and 
angler. He was enjoying life. 
In 2007, he began feeling 
numbness in his left leg that 

progressed into one arm 
then into the other.

Then came the diagnosis.
So much for Plan A.
When he was diagnosed, 

he rented out his land, and, 
rather than taking an ac-
tive part with his business 
partner in the underground 
grouting operations at Ester-
hazy Mosaic potash mine, 
he relegated himself to of-
fice work.

On Oct. 20, Myles and his 

wife Tracy headed to Costa 
Rica where Myles under-
went a Chronic Cardiospi-
nal Venous Insufficiency 
(CCSVI) procedure to inflate 
the two collapsed veins in 
his neck. Within two days 
of the treatment, he started 
an intensive physiotherapy 
program to teach him a set of 
daily exercises that he could 
do on his own, at home, to 
restore the muscle tone and 
balance that he had lost.

The procedure is a contro-
versial one that the Canadi-
an medical society has yet to 
fully endorse. Yet, more than 
a thousand Canadians have 
travelled to foreign coun-
tries such as Costa Rica. The 
testimonials have been over-
whelmingly positive. “There 
has to be something to this,” 
Myles said. “People are say-
ing that within hours of the 
procedure, they felt warmth 
in their feet. Tracey can tell 
just cold my feet are.

Myles was cautious not to 
set his expectations too high. 
“The results have been more 
than I expected,” he said. “I 
noticed warmth in my feet 
right away. I was actually 
sweating. That was pretty 
neat.

“Some people who were 
confined to a wheelchair 
were able to walk again. It 
can’t be just a placebo effect. 
MS patients can’t will them-
selves to get up and walk 
anymore than they can will 
themselves not to walk.”

However, the full impact 
of the procedure can’t be de-
termined overnight. Anyone 
who has undergone MS Lib-
eration has been told that it 
could take up to six months 
before doctors can fully as-
sess the success of the treat-
ment.

The Costa Rica procedure 
was not be much differ-
ent then routine coronary 
angioplasty procedures 
that have been adminis-
tered worldwide, including 
Canada, for a multitude of 
vascular conditions, accord-
ing to Myles He struggles to 
understand why the contro-
versy. “Somewhere in the 

research, the experts got to 
thinking that MS is a neu-
rological condition, and not 
a vascular condition,” he 
said. “I understand. These 
are smart people who have 
invested a lot of themselves 
in a line of thinking.”

However, the theory that 
MS is a condition brought on 
by collapsed veins can’t be 
ignored, according to Myles. 
The angioplasty treatment of 
collapsed veins has brought 
undeniable relief for many 
MS patients. Its success rate 
is overwhelming. “I also un-
derstand how MS could be a 
vascular problem.” he said. 
“There were times when I 
got moving too quickly. I felt 
faint. My vision was blurred, 
but, if I stopped and settled 
down, I could feel the blood 
flowing again and I was able 
to keep going. Now I can 
walk straighter and further 
and people comment on 
how much better my skin 
color is.”

There were times in 
the past three years when 
Myles has felt that he had 
no options other than to ac-
cept and give in to a life of 
more and more medication, 
more setbacks, and more 
disappointments. He has 
faced enough disappoint-
ments in the past few years 
to know that he can be only 
cautiously hopeful that the 
CCSVI procedure will make 
a difference. As Tracy said, 
“There are no guarantees 
in life, but, if there was any 
hope that Myles could re-
gain some of his strength 
instead of steadily losing 
ground, then we had to 
try.”

MS treatment gives Hendrick hope

Myles Hendrick of Esterhazy reviews the 
literature that he received in preparation for 
a Chronic Cardiospinal Venous Insufficiency 
(CCSVI) procedure that he underwent in Cos-
ta Rica on Oct. 22 to alleviate the debilitating 
symptoms of primary progressive multiple scle-
rosis (MS).
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To contact Plain and Valley,
 call 306-435-2445 or

visit us online at
www.plainandvalley.com

NOBODY!!!
SELLS ROOFING & SIDING CHEAPER.

NOBODY!!!
29 Gauge High Tensile Roofing & Siding 
#1 Coloured (Agway Cndn) .......................... 79¢/ft.2

B-Gr. Coloured.............................................. 70¢/ft.2

B-Gr. Galvanized .......................................... 67¢/ft.2

Multicolored Millends .................................... 55¢/ft.2

#1 Gr. Low Rib Galvalume............................ 74¢/ft.2

SPECIAL CLEARANCE
Discontinued Rib Profile
Unirib B-Gr. Coloured ................................... 65¢/ft.2

18 colours to choose. 12 ft. & 16 ft. lengths available.

Large Selection of trims in stock.
FOUILLARD STEEL SUPPLIES LTD.

ST. LAZARE, MB. 
204.683.2214 or 1.800.510.3303

Daily Snow Conditions 
204-564-2000 | www.asessippi.com

Asessippi 
FAMILY
New Years EveChristmas

Kids Day

OPENS
FRIDAY! 
December 10

Get Amped Saturday, 5 pm

more events - asessippi.com

    December 19
Santa & his Elves 

will be on the slopes 
& in the village with 

presents for the kids. 
Bring your camera!

Squirrel Quad Open 
until 11:45

Midnight Run
Tubing until 11 pm

Kids Games & 
Movies 8 to 11 pm

Steak Night Special

 

FOUILLARD 
IMPLEMENT LTD.

St. Lazare, MB

1-204-683-2221
or 1-204-683-2441

WINTER SPECIALS

ex: 2000 gal FR poly cistern or
septic holding tank with 2 ft.

manway. 

Cash $3,295

750 gal. DB fibreglass pump-out
tank with 2 ft. manway. 

Cash $1,845
Additional manway 

$48.50 per foot

FIBREGLASS, POLY CISTERN  
& SEPTIC TANKS

Please call for 
other sizes

POLY TANKS
FOR HAULING & STORAGE APPLICATIONS

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
On a cold February night, Fleming’s dreams 

went up in smoke.
The community had worked for years to re-

store its vintage grain elevator, the oldest elevator 
on its original site in Canada.

Then, tragically, a few months before it was to 
open as a tourist attraction, the Lake of the Woods 
elevator burned to the ground.

As the elevator burned to the ground on the 
night of Feb. 9 of this year, many thought that 
Fleming’s hopes for the future were razed as 
well. So many in the community had poured 
their heart and soul into fi xing up the elevator, 
many questioned how the close-knit community 
could recover from the loss of the uninsurable 
wooden elevator that had taken so much effort, 
and so much money, to restore.

Half a year later, however, Fleming has a new 
project to rally around.

The community wants to bring a new, old el-
evator to town to fi x up.

Canada’s smallest incorporated town, with 
a population something less than a hundred, is 
raising $75,000 to move the Doonside elevator to 
the site of the former Lake of the Woods elevator, 
along the CP Main Line next to the Trans-Canada 
Highway.

Fleming Mayor Phil Hamm explains.
“Last spring Alex Burke saw me at lodge and 

said ‘you wouldn’t be interested in another eleva-
tor, would you?’ He said ‘well, we’ve got one and 
it’s on our farm.’ 

“They had bought it when it closed. Every-
thing’s working on it, the leg, all the scales and 
everything. Nothing’s corroded like it was on 
ours because of the fertilizer storage. This one 
has a manlift to go up top. It has excellent tin on 
it, and we’ve had it checked out and it’s in really 
good shape.”

The elevator was originally built at Dumas, 
west of Wawota, in 1925 and was moved to Doon-
side in 1962. The Fleming Historical Preservation 
Socieity now plans to move it again. The drive-
through addition will be removed and the eleva-
tor will be moved in two pieces.

Hamm says it will take some volunteer work to 
prepare the elevator to be moved.

“The mover said he could do it for $75,000 as 
long as we got some volunteers and brace it so it’s 
ready for us to move,” said Hamm.

Fleming is getting some support from sur-
rounding municipalities for its elevator project.

The RM of Maryfi eld has promised $10,000 
over fi ve years, the RM of Archie, Manitoba has 
contributed $1,000 and promised another $1,000 
over the next two years, and the RM of Walpo-
le, where the elevator currently sits, has agreed 
to widen the road between the elevator and the 
nearest grid road so the building can be moved, 
and will level the site afterwards.

Dwayne Boon, the farmer whose land the el-
evator is on, wants nothing for the building, other 
than requesting that the site be levelled.

In addition to the elevator, Fleming’s Historical 
Preservation Society has secured a vintage boxcar 
to sit on the siding next to the elevator.

CP Rail had offered a vintage boxcar to Flem-
ing in 2008, but after some staffi ng changes the 
railway could no longer locate the boxcar.

Recently CP notifi ed Fleming they had located 
the boxcar they had been offered in the Ogden 
yards in Calgary, and the rail car should be on the 
siding at Fleming within 30 days.

The exact plans for restoring the elevator aren’t 
fi nalized yet. “It was a Wheat Pool elevator, but 
we would like to put the Lake of the Woods name 
on it,” said Hamm. “It may have Lake of the 
Woods on one side, Wheat Pool on another.”

The fi rst priority for Hamm and the historical 
group is fundraising. “Right now we’re trying 
to raise some money and we’re hoping to raise 
enough money that we can approach one of the 
fi nancial institutions for a loan to get the thing 
moved over,” he said. “The movers could do it in 
December if we can get the money together.”

The historical society is having a silent auction 
and fundraising turkey and ham supper at the 
Fleming Hall on Sunday, Dec. 12.

Hamm is confi dent that tiny Fleming can raise 
the money and bring an elevator back to its sky-
line.

Fleming to get a new, old elevator

Above: The Fleming 
Historical Preservation 
Society plans to move 
this elevator from Doon-
side to Fleming.

Left: The partially 
restored Lake of the 
Woods elevator.

RIght: What was left of 
the elevator on the morn-
ing of Feb. 9.

Support the businesses 

that support your community!

Shop locally this Christmas season!
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MOOSOMIN
A&W
Boomerang’z
Borderland Co-op Marketplace
Borderland Co-op 
C-store/Gas Bar
Borderland Co-op 
Home Centre
Brazen Clothing 
Broadway Stationery
Canalta Hotel 
Celebration Ford
Country Squire
Dollar Store 
Extreme Glass & Siding
Glasser’s TV Service
Kari’s Kloset
Kassie’s Jewelry
Lee’s Carpet
L & W Fun and Fabrics
McNaughton Furniture 

MOOSOMIN
Moosomin Drug Mart
Moosomin Fine Foods
Mullett’s Rona Hardware
Pharmasave
Sharpe’s Soil Services Ltd.
The Red Barn
Westwind Florist & 
Greenhouse
The World-Spectator

MARYFIELD
Borderland Co-op

ROCANVILLE
Rocanville Super Thrifty 
Universe Satellite Sales 
Borderland Co-op Food Store
Borderland Co-op Gas Bar/
Service Centre

WHITE BEAR 
FIRST NATION
Bear Claw Casino

MAJOR SPONSORS

 

Borderland Co-op Moosomin Chamber of Commerce

SHOP LOCAL &

WIN!
Local businesses are working 
together to give away 
a brand new car!
First prize this year is a 

2011 Ford Fiesta 
Four Door Sedan
Second prize is 

$1,000 in Gas from 
Borderland Co-op

ENTER TO WIN AT THESE PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES:

Thank you to these corporate sponsors 
for supporting this project:

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING LOCALLY!

CORPORATE SPONSORS
TSL Industries (Kola, MB.) Cairns Refrigeration
Gord Webster, Scotia McLeod Meyers Norris Penny LLP
VBine Energy Hutch Ambulance Moosomin Inc.
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Mug with 

Custom-Designed 

Photo Insert

$3500

Mug Only

$1500

Customized Stainless Steel Travel Mugs
Insert your own photo, artwork, 

embroidery, scrapbooking, 
rubber stamping, or whatever 

your creativity dictates!

Available from

Dandan Oilik is located 
in the Taklamakan Desert, 
Xinjiang Province, China. 
It has no airport, no roads, 
and no river. To get there 
one has to travel three days 
on the back of a camel, in 
the company of an official 
from the Archaeological In-
stitute of Xinjiang. Dandan 
Oilik is a protected site and 
access is closely guarded. 
No Canadians had ever 
ventured here.

In October, Moosomin 
native Susan Trimble, 
daughter of the late Bill 
Brown, was the first Cana-
dian to set foot into Dan-
dan Oilik.

Accompanied by her 
husband Bill and lifetime 
friend Kathy from Kings-
ton, Ontario, Susan and her 
group circled the Taklama-
kan Desert, first following 
the route of the Northern 
Silk Road to Kashgar, and 
then swinging southeast 
to follow the old Southern 
Silk Road. On the south-
ern route, passing through 
Yengisar and Yarkand, they 
provisioned in Khotan (re-
nowned for its mountain 
and river jade) and then 
went northeast past Kheri-
ya to Darya Boya. Here 
they met with their camel 
train, made up of 25 Bac-
trian camels, and started 
their journey.

The Taklamakan Desert 
is not one of the largest 
deserts in the world, but 
it is one of the deadliest. 
In the local language, the 
name means ‘he who en-
ters does not return’. While 
many deserts are gravel 
and small stones, the Tak-
lamakan is a ‘shifting sand’ 
desert, composed of very 
fine grain sand particles 
which move with the con-
stantly blowing wind. It is 
this movement of envelop-
ing sand dunes that causes 
rivers to dry up and cities 
to disappear.

After three days on cam-
els, averaging about 12 kilo-
metres a day, they reached 
the site of the ancient city. 
Originally populated about 
2500 years ago, it became 
an important centre along 
the oasis trail through the 
desert. The name Dandan 
Oilik means ‘Houses of 
Ivory’. It became a Tibetan 
army outpost about 500 
CE, but the river started to 
dry up shortly thereafter. 
The Muslim invasion of the 
eighth and ninth centuries 
sealed its fate and it was 
abandoned in the ninth 
century.

Originally discovered by 
Sven Hedin in 1895 and ex-
tensively surveyed by Sir 
Aurel Stein in 1905, Dandan 
Oilik remained unknown 

until its re-discovery by 
Christoph Baumer in 1998. 
Since then it has been un-
der the scrutiny and care of 
the Chinese Archaeological 
Institute. Perhaps part of 
the reason that Canadians 
were allowed to visit at this 
time was because this year 
is the 40th Anniversary of 
the establishment of Dip-
lomatic Relations between 
China and Canada.

Over the decades and 
centuries, the sands cover 
parts of the city while the 
winds expose other parts. 
The Chinese archaeologist 
wanted to show the Trim-
bles a cemetery that he had 
helped excavate three years 
ago—but to his surprise, it 

has since been buried un-
der the shifting sands of 
the Taklamakan. 

At another location Su-
san found several Buddhist 
fresco artifacts amongst 
several small rows of wat-
tle-walls. The archaeologist 
indicated that this was a 
newly exposed site, prob-
ably a small shrine. 

He took many measure-
ments and photos of this 
new find—the artifacts 
were packaged, marked, 
and stored for the return 
journey to the Archaeo-
logical Institute. Canadians 
had added to the knowl-
edge about Dandan Oilik.

Being comfortable in the 
desert is as much a frame 

of mind as it is ensuring 
all the things needed are 
brought—because there 
is nothing available, save 
sand and some dried an-
cient wood. With 35C af-
ternoons, the greatest need 
is for water, which can be 
assuaged by bringing to-
matoes and watermelons 
as food supplements. Since 
a basic camel load is about 
100 kgs (220 lbs), the water, 
foods, other supplies and 
support for fifteen people 
(but only nine riding cam-
els) fully necessitates twen-
ty-five ‘ships of the desert’ 
for this group. Happily the 
camels carried tents as 
well!

Being the first Canadi-
ans allowed to visit Dan-
dan Oilik was a great 
honour as well as a voy-
age of discovery. But too 
soon it was time to leave. 
Three days on a camel 
were needed to visit the 
site, but also three days 
would be required to 
return to base camp at 
Darya Boya.

In fact, the return jour-
ney only took two days. 
During the first night of 
the return trip, a wild 
sandstorm (locally called 
a ‘chong buran’) struck 
and the group was 
awake all night trying 
to stop their tents from 

blowing away. In the pro-
cess, the wind blew sand 
into almost every nook and 
cranny of all things and all 
people. Three digital cam-
eras were clogged beyond 
repair. Then, just before 
first light, it started to rain 
(in a desert where it rains 
less than once a year!). 
An hour later the weather 
turned colder and for a 
short time it snowed. The 
decision was taken to push 
on and complete the return 
trip in two not three days.

But what a memorable 
end to a remarkable and 
singular experience

Moosomin native first Canadian to visit ancient city

Susan and her ‘Ship of 
the Desert’ 

Susan, second from left, Kathy fourth from 
left, and Bill, at left in back, at Dandan Oilik for 
the 40th Anniversary of Canada-China Rela-
tions

Left: Accommodations in the mid-
dle of the desert.

Bottom: Large House at Dandan 
Oilik
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Winter Savings

DISCOUNT CENTRE
ST. LAZARE
MANITOBA

204-683-2416

off the list price on 

All Weather Windows

Save
50% 

ST. LAZARE, MB • 1-866-214-2107 • 204-683-2335
fouillardfurniture.com

Remember “You’ve got a friend in the business”

FURNITURE &
APPLIANCES

Christmas Savings Event
Hurry in for Doorcrasher Specials!

5 pce Dinettes Starting at

$479.00 & up

TV Stands starting at$149.00 & up

Sofa & Loveseat in 

Black or Beige Microfi bre 

Great Deal at $899.00 

Palliser Sofa and Loveseat 

100% Leather Reg $2,399.00

Now only $1,999.00

Simmons Beautyrest Double UnitLimited QuantitiesReg $999.00Sale $699.00

7 pce Bedsuite 
Reg $1,239.00  Big Savings at $999.00
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www.virdenmainline.com info@virdenmainline.comDEALER PERMIT #2867

VIRDEN, MB
(204) 748-3811

BIRTLE, MB
(204) 842-33011-866-770-3811

5.3L, V8, Auto, Leather Buckets, A/C/T, 
PW/PL/PS, 18” Alum., Remote Start, Rear 

Park Assist, Power Pedals, 59,000 kms

6.6L Duramax, A/C/T, PW/PL/PS, 40/20/40 
Bench, Keyless Entry, 16” Alum., STW Controls, 
Wiring Provisions, Camper Mirrors, 65,000 kms

6.7L turbo Diesel, Leather Bench, A/C/T, 
PW/PL/PS,  Keyless, A/M Rims & Tires, 

75,000 kms

3.6 L, V6, Auto, 7-Passenger, A/C/T, 
PW/PL, Remote Start, 18” Alum., 

Rear Park Assist, 28,000 kms

6.6L Duramax, Auto, Htd Leather Buckets, A/C/T, 
PW/PL/PS, Remote Start, 17” Alum, Camper 

Mirrors, Skid Plates, Tailgate Pkg, 35,000 kms

1.8 L, 4 Cyl., 5-Speed Manual, A/C/T, 
PW/PL, Keyless Entry, STW Controls, 

CD Player, 15” Alum, 88,000 kms

V6, Loaded, Htd. Leather Buckets, 
Sunroof, Remote Start, 19” Alum., 

Rear Park Assist, 38,400 kms

1.6L, 4 Cyl, Auto, Front Buckets, 
A/C/T, PW/PL,79,100 kms

6.2L, V8, Auto, Loaded, A/C/T, PW/PL/PS, 
Htd Leather Seats, Htd Steering Wheel, 

Remote Start, Navigation, 20” Alum., Rear 
Park Assist, Power Pedals, 67,000 kms

2.8 L, V6, Auto, Htd. Leather Buckets, 
Sunroof, Keyless Entry, A/C/T, PW/PL/PS, 

16” Alum., 66,000 kms

6.0L, V8, Htd. Leather Buckets, 
17” Alum., Sunroof, Remote Start, 

STW Controls, 28,300 kms

4.8L, V8, Auto, 40/20/40 Bench, A/C/T, 
PW/PL, Keyless Entry, 17” Alum., 

Locking Diff, 67,500 kms

3.0L, V6, Auto, Htd Leather Buckets, 
Sunroof, 18” Alum., Bose Stereo, 

Keyless Entry, Power Pedals, 27,000 kms

5 Speed Manual, Front Buckets, A/C/T, 
PW/PL, Alum. Wheels, 5-Passenger, 
CD Player, Step Tubes, 98,300 kms

V6, Auto, Loaded, Htd Leather Buckets, 
A/C/T, PW/PL/PS, Keyless Entry, 

Alloy Wheels, 89,000 kms

3.6L, V6, Auto, Loaded, Htd. Leather Buckets, 
Sunroof, Rear Park Assist, Navigation, 
Remote Start, 19” Alum., 75,000 kms

4.6 L, V8 Northstar, Loaded, A/C/T, PW/PL/PS, 
Htd. & Cooled Buckets, Remote Start, Sunroof, 

17” Alum., Rear Park Assist, 77,800 kms

5.3 L, V8, Auto, Front Bench, A/C/T, 
PW/PL/PS, Convenience Package, 18” 

Chrome Wheels, Remote Start, 12,500 kms

With the purchase 
of a new or used 
vehicle receive 
an entry form to 
win a brand new 

hot tub, or purchase 
an in-stock 2010 

vehicle and receive
2 entry forms!Giveaway

Holiday Hot Tub

NOT EXACT VEHICLE
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CALL US TOLL FREE  1-800-880-4533

PHONE: (306) 435-3313
Moosomin, SK.
www.celebrationford.com

RYAN THORN: (306) 435-9508
LORNE LANGFORD: (306) 435-6046

TYLER THORN: (306) 435-7808

IS YOUR CREDIT DOWN AND OUT? LET OUR CREDIT EXPERTS HELP!

2008 Ford 
F-250 FX4 
Crew Cab

29,900 • $261 Bi-Weekly
2003 Ford 

Taurus 
SEL

LOADED

$7,700 • $93 Bi-Weekly
2007 Ford 
Freestyle 
Ltd. AWD

$18,900 • $159 Bi-Weekly
2008 Ford 

F-350
READY FOR 

WORK!
 

$27,900 • $245 Bi-Weekly
2006 Ford 

F-350 
POWERSTROKE

$29,900 • $250 Bi-Weekly

2007 Ford 
F-150 

XTR 4x4

$19,900 • $175 Bi-Weekly
2007 Ford 

500 Ltd 
AWD

$16,900 • $142 Bi-Weekly
2008 Ford 
F-150 XTR 

Super 
Crew

$26,900 • $236 Bi-Weekly
2010 Ford 

Fuision 
Sport 
AWD

$27,900 • $245 Bi-Weekly
2008 Ford 

Edge
46,000 KMS

PST PAID!

$27,900 • $233 Bi-Weekly

2009 Ford 
Escape 

Ltd. 4 WD

$24,700 • $217 Bi-Weekly
2006 Ford 
Expedition

Eddie 
Bauer

$23,100 • $194 Bi-Weekly
2002 

Chev S-10
GREAT ON GAS!

$7,500
2004 
Chev 

Malibu 
LOCAL TRADE

$8,500 • $101 Bi-Weekly
2009 Ford 

Focus 
FUN TO DRIVE!

$12,900 • $114 Bi-Weekly
2008 Ford 

Ranger
ONLY 

14,000 KMS!

$14,900 • $126 Bi-Weekly
2008 Ford 
F-150 Ltd

$35,900 • $313 Bi-Weekly

2008 Ford 
F-150 XTR 
– PST PAID –

$17,100 • $145 Bi-Weekly
2005 

Dodge 
Ram 

3500 4x4
5.9 L, DIESEL

$22,100 • $195 Bi-Weekly
2008 Ford 

Fusion
40 MPG

LOCAL TRADE

$10,700 • $95 Bi-Weekly
2008 Ford 
Edge AWD

$24,900 • $218 Bi-Weekly
2008 Ford 
F-150 XTR

PST PAID!

$22,900 • $192 Bi-Weekly
2009 Ford 
F-150 XTR 

Super 
Crew

$27,900 • $233 Bi-Weekly
2010 Ford 
Edge Ltd 

AWD

$34,900 • $305 Bi-Weekly

ON A BUDGET?
2003 Grand Prix
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,900
1987 Ford Ranger
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,900
1985 Dodge Ram 100
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,900

2003 Chev Silverado
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,900
2000 Ford Ranger 4x4
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,900


