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BY NICOLE TAYLOR
Borderland Co-op’s new food store in Moosomin 

opened its doors on Thursday, March 13.
The Co-op has been working on the new 30,000-square-

foot grocery store since November of 2023.
Jason Schenn, CEO of Borderland Coop says the new 

grocery store employs around 85 people. The hours of 
operation for the new store will remain the same as the 
current store.

“We are going to start there and see how things prog-
ress, we are just down to the last couple of positions to 

going, we started hiring staff three or four months ago.  
“We still need to operate the old store until Thursday, 

but we also still need people in the new store, so there has 
been a transition plan that we’ve executed through this, 
to slowly build up the staff, get them trained and then get 
to the point where our transition team can come in here 
and start getting the new store ready. The transition team 
has been in here pretty steady, getting everything stocked 
up. Once we are past that point, the rest of the staff will 
move over here.

“It will still be a big shock to them coming in to this 
building from that one. We have done many staff tours to 
help everybody wrap their head around what’s coming, 
but until you are in the new store, it is really hard to get 
a grasp on it.

“We had our substantial completion inspections and 

Saskatchewan Health Authority was out here to do health 
inspections for all the production areas. All areas passed 
well.

“Everybody involved with it has been tremendous. To 
think about how many moving parts there are to every-
thing. We had a bunch of temporary workers that were 
here this week with the goal of moving everything from 
the old store to the new. Once we shut down there on 
Wednesday, everything from the old store had to get over 
here.

“There was a lot going on in a space of a handful of 
days. Tuesday and Wednesday, we were prepping to 
change.

Continued on page 8

New Borderland Co-op food
store in Moosomin now open

Borderland Co-op’s new 
food store in Moosomin 
opened its doors on Thurs-
day, March 13.



 Plain and Valley March 20252

• Stay Connected with SaskTel High-Speed Internet
Whether you’re working, streaming, or gaming, SaskTel’s Internet service keeps you connected with lightning-fast speeds and unbeatable reliability. No 
more buffering—just seamless browsing for your entire family.

• Max TV—Entertainment for Every Taste
With Max TV, experience your favorite shows, movies, and sports like never before. Access a world of entertainment with thousands of on-demand options 
and customizable packages to suit your viewing needs.

• MaxTV Stream—Entertainment On the Go
Take your TV with you! MaxTV Stream lets you watch your favourite shows and sports anytime, anywhere. Whether you’re at home or on the move, MaxTV 
Stream brings the best of TV right to your smartphone, tablet, or streaming device.
Why Choose SaskTel?

• Fast, Reliable Internet for all your needs
• Flexible Max TV Plans with tons of options
• MaxTV Stream for entertainment wherever you are
• Award-Winning Customer Support—we’re here for you!
• Exclusive Saskatchewan Service that’s homegrown and tailored for you.

Special Offer: Get Started Today with Amazing Bundles

Connect to the Best 
with SaskTel!

Saskatchewan’s #1 Choice 
for Fast, Reliable Internet &

Entertainment

Combine SaskTel Internet, Max TV, and MaxTV Stream for even more savings. 
No need to look further—your all-in-one solution is right here in Saskatchewan!

Glasser’s TV Service
Moosomin, SK   |   (306) 435-3040

Glasser’s TV Service
Moosomin, SK   |   (306) 435-3040   |   www.glasserstv.com   |   www.facebook.com/glasserstv

PLEASE CALL FOR A 
CONSULTATION

306-435-3040

WE DO SECURITY INSTALLS FOR

HOME FARM COMMERCIAL



BY KARA KINNA
South East Cornerstone School Division has applied to 

the Ministry of Education for $3.5 million in capital up-
grades to McNaughton High School.

The application is one of two minor capital projects that 
the school division has put forth this year. The other is for 
upgrades at Estevan Comprehensive School. If approved, 
the upgrades at McNaughton High would include the 
addition of air conditioning in some parts of the school, 

to the library, roof repairs, and updates to create acces-
sible washrooms.                           

“Every year the board gets to determine which schools 
will be forwarded to the ministry for a minor capital proj-
ect,” says Keith Keating, the South East Cornserstone 
School Division Director of Education. “We can submit 
two minor capital projects per year. There are 28 school 
divisions we are competing against to get those upgrades 
in place.

“The last two years we’ve put in a similar application 
for McNaughton. This year we’ve got McNaughton and 
ECS that we’ve submitted for. We’ve really been focused 
on our larger schools that haven’t had a complete up-
grade in a number of years. Those projects are anything 
in the $1 million to $10 million dollar range. We have 
been working with PMR (preventative maintenance and 
renewal) dollars to try and update our schools. The Home 
Ec lab at McNaughton last year is one example. We are 
trying to do bits and pieces across the school division in 
some of our schools, but we just don’t  have the preventa-
tive maintenance renewal dollars to do large scale proj-
ects like that.”

Keating says there are only so many provincial dol-
lars to go around and the ministry determines each year 

which projects are approved.
“I believe they set an amount every year in the provin-

cial budget to determine how much they will spend on 
minor capital projects,” he says. “It would be similar to 
their major capital projects—they have some stipulations 

on the pieces that need to be put in place in order to be 
successful on a major capital project, but there are only so 
many dollars to go around so only so many of those get 
approved each year.    

                                                      Continued on page 7
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2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS

Amy K. Hudacek  REALTOR®SERVING SE SK
WHERE POTASH, WHEAT

AND OIL MEET
Call/Text 306-740-6100

    amyk.inrealestate      amykhudy@icloud.com

SCAN

FOR OVER 55
LISTINGS IN SE SK!

WATERFRONT LOTS, 
FARM LAND, 
ACREAGES & 

TOWN HOUSES

here

School Division applying for $3.5 million 
capital upgrade to McNaughton High School

McNaughton High School 
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August Long Weekend 2025 • Moosomin Regional Park

Fireworks shows on Saturday, August 2nd and Sunday, August 3rd

Market   •   Food trucks: Smoothie ‘n Cool Tea, Mexican King, Perras Boys
Moose Creek general store will be open late!

Bands: Saturday - Route 605; Sunday - The Sean Taylor Band (headliner for the weekend)
For more information or to book a spot in the market call Kyle Jeannot at 306-434-9112

8:1C

Fireworks Competition is BACK!

Campground bookings for the 
2025 season are now open!

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Moosomin airport has played a sig-

While a temporary lighting system still 

he said of the temporary generator-driven 
lights that were installed at the airport last 

a nighttime event transporting a patient to 

two types, depending on the needs of the pa-

the hospital has them prepared, and they’re 

then they have to get transported to the hos-

Continued on page 37

The Moosomin airport expansion has opened the region to air ambu-
lance fl ights from Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

Moosomin airport 
playing crucial

role in air ambulance 
transfers

Eagle Ridge Dog Sleds
10 am - 4 pm
$20/ride

5 AND UNDER FREE

Sleigh Rides
1-4 pm

$10/ride
5 AND UNDER FREE

Hot Dogs & 
Hot Chocolate

$5

PLEASE BRING CASH
As we dont have tap

Fishing Derby
11 am - 2 pm

Registration starts 
at 10 am

One Hole: $20
Two Holes: $30

Moosomin Regional ParkMoosomin Regional Park
LLOCATEDOCATED ATAT THETHE M MARINAARINA AREAAREA

SATURDAY SATURDAY 
MARCH 15MARCH 15THTH
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3360 3360 
TICKETS SOLD

$$100100EACH

3 FOR
$$250250

e-transfer

MultiplexLang@outlook.com
please include your name, phone number and email

Call 1-306-743-5177
with credit card

Draw Date April  5, 2025 
6:00 p.m. Langenburg Community Centre
Langenburg Multiplex Fundraising Committee

For Tickets

Lottery License # LR24-0131

TRUCK & GOLF CART PACKAGE
2025 FORD F -150 Tremor

supplied by Ford Motors, Langenburg
2024 Tempo Club Car Golf Cart w rear seat option

supplied by J.M. Choptuik

TRUCK & GOLF CART PACKAGE
2025 GMC SIERRA 1500 Denali

supplied by Paragon Sales, Langenburg, SK
2024 Tempo Club Car Golf Cart w rear seat option 

supplied by J.M. Choptuik

$8,880

$108,351
$114,394.50

3rd PRIZE

1st PRIZE

2nd PRIZE2024 SKI-DOO Backcountry
supplied by FFun Motor Sports Inc 

Yorkton,SK
$19,627.07

2nd PRIZE

2024 Outlander XT 850
supplied by FFun Motor Sports Inc 

Yorkton,SK
$19,103.17

2025 20' Car Hauler 
Aluminum Rims
supplied by Remus Ag Ltd

oR oR

oR

oR

$$100,000100,000
CASHCASH

$$16,00016,000
CASHCASH

$$8,0008,000
CASHCASH

Prizes may not be exactly as shown in pictures.

DON’T MISS OUT!
With a main ticket purchase add on a

50/50 Ticket
$20 each or 3 for $50

Draw Date: April 5, 2025 @ 6 PM
Langenburg Community Centre

10,677 Tickets Sold

MAXIMUM PRIZE $89,000
MUST have main ticket to purchase 50/50 add on

Lottery License # LR24-0131

oR

Moosomin hosting regional 
drama festival in April

Moosomin will get the 
chance to host a regional 
drama festival. 

“We are very excited,” 
said Sherrie Meredith. “It’s 
on April 11 and 12th, and 
we haven’t had a drama 
festival in this region since 
2019.”

The regional festivals see 
different schools bringing 
a one-act play to perform 
before an adjudicator back-
stage plus a front of house 
adjudicator. A rubric to 
evaluate each performance 
is used. There’s even an 
awards banquet to follow 
with everyone focussed on 
who will be named Best 
Overall.

“But really, it’s just a 
chance to share your plays 
with other schools and 
with other teenagers,” 
Meredith explained. “Af-
ter the sessions of plays, 
then they go into work-
shop with the adjudicator, 
and then we work things 
through.”

There’s even an awards 
banquet to follow with ev-
eryone focussed on who 
will be named Best Over-
all.

“At the award ban-
quet, there’s a number of 
awards, kind of like the 
Oscars,” Meredith said. 
“There’s a Best Overall—
that’s the most coveted 
award, because the win-
ner of the Best Overall will 
then go and represent the 
region at Provincial Drama 
Festival in May.”

There’s also Best Techni-
cal Production, Best Visual 
Production, acting and 

crew awards. 
Across the province, 

there are 11 regions each 
hosting drama festivals 

of April, then the Provin-
cial Drama Festival from 
May 8-10 in Moose Jaw.

With Friday night and 
Saturday afternoon ses-
sions at the Moosomin 
Community Theatre, the 
public is welcome to at-
tend and enjoy all the ac-
tion. On Friday, April 11, 
the doors open at 5:45 pm 
with the McNaughton 
High students performing 
The Mysterious Case of the 
Mysterious Case (directed 
by Meredith and Tannis 
Schwean). Indian Head 
High School is next with 
their play The Visitors, and 

Yorkton Regional High 
School wraps up the eve-
ning with their play 4 am.

On Saturday, April 12, 
the doors open at 12:45 pm 
with the McNaughton stu-
dents bringing their play 

Bock and Hanna Konow-
alchuk) to the stage. Ro-
canville School closes the 
festival with The Price.

As for the workshops 
and award ceremonies for 
the Region 1 Drama Fes-
tival, they will be held at 
McNaughton High School 
in the gym.

There’s also room for 
camaraderie, and an exam-
ple of this is in the social 
evening that usually hap-
pens when a centre hosts a 
regional festival.

From left Aubrey Sidoryk, Kane Dodd, and 
Owen Lantz practicing a play on Friday for the 

regional drama festival.
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Beautiful Victoria, Seattle with  
Mariners vs Blue Jays game

May 2nd - 14th, 2025 

Alaska Yukon Motorcoach with  
7 Day Alaskan Cruise
June 12th - 29th, 2025

2025 Churchill  
Belugas, Polar Bears & More

August 24th - 30th, 2025

Maritimes/Newfoundland
 September 13th- October 4th, 2025

October 13th - 30th, 2025

All tours are professionally Hosted & include most 
gratuities for the Hosts, Driver and Local Expert Guides.     

https://lobsticktravel.squarespace.com         
Come live your dreams with us!

Lobstick Travel & ToursLobstick Travel & Tours
Call 306-763-7417 or 1-800-665-0171 Toll Free

Email us at: dbayda@lobsticktravel.com or
 info@lobsticktravel.com

25032DS4

Southeast College announced last week it is its Moosomin 
campus to the shock and disappointment of some in the com-
munity. The college cited lack of enrollment and cost as the rea-
son for closing the Moosomin campus.

The college was down to offering only one program in Moo-
somin—the electrical program—and said the campus was large-
ly vacant and there was no reason to continue with a campus in 
Moosomin.

This shocked a lot of people since Moosomin is such a busy 
town. We have an abundance of trades. We have an abundance 
of ag implement and service businesses. We have the world’s 
largest potash mine down the road, and the second largest just 
down the road from that. We have energy such as wind, natural 
gas and oil. We have a massive manufacturing plant nearby (Va-
derstad). We are a regional health care centre with a very busy 
hospital, nursing home, long term care, and a medical clinic 
with more doctors  per capita than any other community. So the 
college’s assertion that they couldn’t make a campus work in 
Moosomin simply didn’t make sense.

Looking at the list of courses being offered elsewhere by the 
college, it’s easy to see that the Southeast College failed Moo-
somin.

In Estevan, Weyburn and Assiniboia for 2025-26 they are of-
fering a bachelor of science in nursing, a business diploma in 

heavy equipment and truck and transport technician, heavy 
equipment operator, industrial mechanic, mental health and 

-
neering technician, practical nursing, primary care paramedic, 
welding, and pesticide applicator.

It’s hard to imagine why all of those courses wouldn’t work in 
Moosomin, which is the third largest community behind Wey-
burn and Estevan in the college’s service area, and has the larg-
est drawing area in the region.

But over the years, the college has seemed more and more de-

that you don’t offer—or you end up with an empty building.
I remember when the Moosomin campus was set up. The 

college had an abundance of programming running out of the 
-

software programs, to general interest courses such as how to 
use Photoshop or brush up on your computer literacy skills. 
The college had dedicated Moosomin campus staff in place, and 
prided itself on matching graduates up with local employers. I 
attended many events at the campus over the years, and they 
were proud of what they offered and had accomplished.

began to offer less and less in Moosomin, despite continuing to 
offer a full slate of programming in other communities, until it 
was down to just one course in Moosomin. And with almost 
no classes being offered, they made the assertion that no one 
wanted programming in Moosomin.

I know for a fact that this is not true. Not only have various 
businesses, the town, the economic development committee, 
and the chamber of commerce tried to work with the college 
to bring courses to Moosomin over the years, the college never 
followed through. But courses are being offered by other groups 
in Moosomin, and they are successful. Moosomin currently has 

a successful residency program for doctors—a shining example 
of how health care training works in Moosomin. We are the only 
community our size in Canada where you can complete your 
residency in Family Medicine. So obviously we can offer ad-
vanced education. We also have a new Visual Arts Centre that 

Age Friendly Moosomin which has offered courses like tech-

trades people are either bringing in people on their own to offer 
courses to their staff, or sending their staff away to take training 
due to a lack of available courses being offered in Moosomin. 
Some businesses have tried very hard to get the college to offer 
courses in Moosomin to no avail.

Just last week I had a high school student who is graduating 
this spring tell me that many of her classmates wish they could 
take Sask Polytechnic courses in Moosomin—the very courses 
that Southeast College is tasked with offering and is offering in 
other communities. And I spoke with a local tradesperson who 
said he used to use the college for courses like First Aid, and fall 
arrest. I have also been told that many of the health care courses 
being offered elsewhere see a large number of Moosomin people 
driving to other locations take them. Why not, then, offer those 
courses in Moosomin, which is a major health care centre?

I’m not sure where things went wrong and what changed 
with Southeast College over the years, but it seems that the col-

regional service centre and needs to be treated as such. In fact, 
Moosomin has more people within a 100 km radius than Este-
van does, yet was down to one course when Estevan has nine 
planned.

Secondly, it’s clear that the college needs to start some pretty 
intense engagement in our area to see what’s needed and how 
they can make those courses work so that they can start serving 
the Moosomin area the way it should be served.

There is potential for college education in Moosomin, and the 
area deserves Southeast College to try to provide that education.

Southeast College could capitalize
on opportunities in Moosomin

Kara Kinna

Rocanville hosting Seattle Kraken watch
party to cheer on Jessica Campbell March 22

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
Jessica Campbell grew up in Rocanville and is now the assistant coach of the National 

Andrea Logan, the Rec Director for the town of Rocanville, says the community is ex-
cited for Jessica’s accomplishments and is hosting a watch party to show their support. 

“Jessica is an inspiration to the community of Rocanville,” she says. “Rocanville is 
not a very big community and so when we see somebody who has made something of 
themselves become accomplished, it is an inspiration because I think sometimes maybe 
people in smaller communities forget there are big opportunities for them as well, and 
in the hockey world for young girls to see that there is great opportunity for them to go 
far.”

Logan says the community has taken a huge interest in following Jessica’s career.
“Watching the Kraken versus Winnipeg in Winnipeg, there were so many people from 

an interest in the Seattle Kraken because of Jessica.”

Stellar career
Campbell has had a stellar career in hockey. 
She led Canada’s national under-18 team to a gold medal at the 2010 IIHF Women’s 

U18 World Championship. She was team captain, led all players in scoring, and scored 

the game-winning goal in overtime of the gold medal game against the United States. 
She was named Most Valuable Player by the tournament directorate and was selected as 
a top-three player for Canada by the coaches.

After retiring from the Canadian national team in 2017, Campbell began coaching.
In 2021, she was an assistant coach for the Nürnberg Ice Tigers, and also served as an 

assistant coach for the German national team at the men’s world championship. She was 

In July 2022, she was hired as assistant coach of the Coachella Valley Firebirds, the top 

woman to be employed on a full-time basis as a behind-the-bench coach in the AHL.
Continued on page 15 
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Reach 30,000 households when you advertise in Plain & Valley!
Call 306-435-2445
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Continued from page 5
“We are looking at about a $3.5 million dollar up-

grade for McNaughton School. That would allow us to 

electrical systems, an upgrade to the library, air condi-
tioning, roof replacements—we would replace a num-
ber of sections of the roof and there has been a little 
bit of work done on that already—and some washroom 
upgrades to improve accessibility.”

The upgrades would also include some air condition-
ing in hotter parts of the school.

“We would likely be going with DX air conditioning 
units. It’s too cost prohibitive to try and get all the duct-
ing and stuff in for two storeys. We would likely focus 
on the second level and it would be rooftop systems,” 
says Andy Dobson, manager of facilities and trans-
portation for  South East Cornerstone School Division. 
“They would be individual air conditioning units on 
top of the building. It would be air conditioning for the 
building, but they would be slated for individual units 
on top of the roof. We would likely concentrate it on 
any computer labs and areas like that, and heat rises, so 
we would be concentrating on the second level.”

Keating says a community consultation held in early 
2024 was helpful in establishing priorities for upgrades 
at the high school.

“When we had that community consultation, some 
of the plans we had in terms of upgrades and updates 

-

cal upgrades would allow us to do other work in that 
school which we’re looking at—things like updates to 
the second Practical Applied Arts area. It would allow 
for some of those pieces to actually happen.

“We are looking at the library itself—currently it 

paint—and then there would be the air conditioning, 
and then the roof replacement of a number of differ-
ent sections. That’s a piece that we’ve upgraded over 
the years on different schools, trying to stay up to date 
with the roof sections and this would really allow us 
to have that to be completely sealed. For the wash-

our school division those are pieces that have to be ad-
dressed especially with some of the new legislations 
around accessibility, in terms of making sure we have 
washrooms that are accessible to people with disabili-
ties.” 

Keating says the upgrades are important and he 
hopes the application is successful, as McNaughton has 

“Across the province there’s aging infrastructure in 
school buildings and hospitals and there has been a lot 
of money put into those, so we’re trying to focus on the 

yet to be able to upgrade it to a place where the school 
will be good for a period of time,” he says. “So is it 

essential but I would say it’s very important in terms 
of maintenance of buildings across our school division 

and making sure we are addressing the needs that are 
in those individual schools so that it lasts for our kids 
well in the future. 

“McNaughton itself hasn’t had an upgrade in quite 
a period of time other than the individual pieces we 
do through our preventative maintenance and renew-
al, like the roof pieces we’ve been able to do and the 
upgrades to the Home Ec lab. There are preventative 
maintenance and renewal dollars that come from the 
provincial government in our budget each year, and 
that allows us to do some small upgrades to schools 
over time, but a larger upgrade like this really depends 
on those provincial dollars. 

“From 2013 to 2023 there was about a million dol-
lars spent on McNaughton for some of those smaller 
upgrades that we have managed to do. It’s been a long 
time since there’s been a lot of provincial dollars put 
into McNaughton school.

“The application is for the 2026-27 school year and 
they would announce it at provincial budget time 
wether or not that applications been approved.”

the life of McNaughton school by about 10-15 years.
“Right now the building is structurally sound and 

the school is in pretty reasonable shape in terms of 
what you look at across the province, but it hasn’t had a 
complete upgrade in a lot of years so I think this would 

amount—I’m guessing for at least a couple of decades 

School Division applying for $3.5 million 
capital upgrade to McNaughton High School
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3 BEDROOMS

APARTMENT
RENTALS
MOOSOMIN SASKATCHEWAN

ADDRESS - 1401 SOUTH FRONT STREET

FEATURES:

2 BATHROOMS

KITCHEN

PRIVATE BALCONY

RESERVED PARKING

LIVING ROOM
PEN

HOUSE
WEDNESDAY
10AM-2PM

CONTACT US

AAPPAAP RRTTMMTT EEMM NNEE ADDRESS 1401 SOUTHTT FRFF ONT STRTT EEEE TADDRESS - 1401 SOUTHTT FRFF ONT STRTT EEEE TNNTTAAPPAAPPP RRTTMMTTT EEMMM NNEEE
RREENNEEEE TTAATTTT LLSS
MMOOOOSSOOMMIINN SSAASSKKAAKKKK TTCCHHEEWWAAWWWW NN

AAPPAAPP RRTTMMTTTT EEM NNEENNTTNNTT

PPEENNEE
WW YY
11 MM
WW

PPPPPPEENNEEE
UUSSEE

WWEEWWW DDEEE NNEENN SSDDAADDDD YY
1100AA0000 MM--22PPMM

PP
OO

WWEEWW DDEE NN
PP

HHOO

CONTATT CT US

Continued from front
“We reduced inventory in the old build-

ing with the idea that we don’t really want 
to take too much across.  So those last two 
days on Tuesday and Wednesday there 
was some discounting going on while 
supplies lasted.

“We pretty much used every square 
foot of the former parking lot for this new 
building. There is a lot of new production 
in here, more space and more opportunity 
to really expand. With the enhanced  pro-
duction space we are going to be able to 
expand on various items that we are going 
to be able to bring in.

“One of the biggest additions is the 
homestyle fried chicken. That is a new 
program for us in Moosomin. We have it 
in our Grenfell, Broadview and Kipling C-
stores, and it has been tremendously suc-
cessful. We get a lot of commentary from 
people who are traveling up and down the 
highway that say ‘we need that in Mooso-
min,’ so we added it to this store as well.

“A soup and a curry station will be on 
the north-end of the store as well.

“Every section is going to have new 
product. We have a lot more immigrants 
that are in town, so they have their taste of 
home that they like as well. I think there’s 
about 4,000 new products, which gives us 
more variety within each product line.

 “The biggest things in this store that are 
expanding are the fresh departments. We 
are really growing our floral side of the 
store too,” said Schenn.

“We are fortunate in our stores that 
there is a huge effort to support Canadian, 
and specifically Western Canadian prod-
ucts. We really try to have as much of it as 
possible in here. A lot of our shelves that 
you are going to see as you go through the 
store have the Canadian maple leaf on the 
electronic tags, which makes it a little bit 
easier to identify the Canadian products.

“We have shelf tags that will educate 
the shoppers about hyper-local prod-
uct—items that are Saskatchewan-made, 
Canadian-made, or even locally-made. 
We are going to be stocking some of TJ’s 
Pizza’s products, and that is right here in 
our community. Those are great things we 

can do to educate people while shopping.
“People want to look for Canadian 

made products. It is a little bit tricky with 
Canadian made vs produced in Canada. 
Produced in Canada is 98 per cent Cana-
dian content, and made in Canada is at 
least 51 per cent. Some of those products 
that are made in Canada may not be 100 
per cent protected from the tariffs. The ac-
tual product may not be tariffed, but the 
ingredients moving back and forth may be 
tariffed. 

“There is a lot of uncertainty and ques-
tion around what this is all actually going 
to mean for the price of food products. 
With the current environment, we proba-
bly built this store at the exact right time,” 
says Schenn.

The original budget for the store was 
about $18.3 million, but the project came 
in under-budget at $17.3 million. 

“We came in under budget on this, so 
we are really happy with the work of the 

contractors and the sub-trades. Everybody 
was focused on the same things through-
out this project and delivering a fantastic 
end-building. We were really happy here 
without the extra $700,000 to $800,000 
in capital expenditures. It’s good for the 
members, it is their money at the end of 
the day,” says Schenn.

The store has also added four self-check-
out lanes, along with four cash registers, 
for a total of eight checkout lanes. 

“That gives everybody the choice,” says 
Schenn. “If you want to just grab and go 
and you don’t want to stand in line, you 
can. Some people like to chat with the ca-
shiers, it is part of their experience, and we 
want to encourage that too.”

The store is still doing delivery and 
online shopping. A booth for customers 
to try samples of different product in the 
store will also be available to try. 

“The food samples got de-railed with 
Covid-19, but it is starting to come back 

now. It is a great way to try new products 
because you don’t know what you like un-
til you try it.” 

Schenn says the plan is to demolish the 
old store as quickly as possibly. Equip-
ment from the old store is up for auction 
on McDougall Auctioneers. 

“The auction is open, I think there is a 
viewing day on the 17th,  and I believe the 
auction closes at the end of the 18th. From 
the 19th to the 25th, auction buyers have 
their chance to come in and get their stuff 
out. In the meantime, we are going to be 
decommissioning the things that we are 
going to save from the old store. There is 
some good equipment in there we wanted 
to save because it still  has 10-15 years and 
is relatively new.

“Then the remediation guys come in and 
as soon as that is done, the trackhoes come 
in and start taking that part down. As 
soon as that is done we should hopefully 
have warm enough weather to start doing 
the groundwork for the parking lot. It will 
be all about the weather. If the weather al-
lows us to do the work, then we will be 
doing great. Ideally, it would be super 
great if we had everything gone and done 
by the end of April. There is always going 
to be growing pains and things like that, 
that happen with a new store, but this has 
been a really good project. To be where we 
are, it is a really good position. We have 
time to get used to the new store before 
the summer rush hits,” says Schenn.

“This store has been probably seven 
years in the making. All the iterations and 
drawings that we’ve gone through, we 
have been working on this from the plan-
ning stages for so, so long. Covid-19  and 
other struggles along the way have held 
things back, but being a medical, agricul-
ture, mining, and oil hub for the surround-
ing area,  those are all things that make 
this community resilient. We have a much 
larger footprint than just the community. 
Regionally, we are still a strong area in the 
province, and it is great for everybody that 
lives here,” says Schenn, 

“It’s exciting and terrifying all at the 
same time. Hopefully the members love it 
and support local and keep us going.”

New Moosomin food store opens March 13

One of the aisles in the new food store, which opens this Thursday.
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GET READY FOR THE

YOU NEED IT, WE’VE GOT IT!

BALL
SEASON

GLOVES, BATS, APPAREL
(SOCKS, BELTS, BAGS, PANTS, BATTING GLOVES)

CLEATS, COACHING ACCESSORIES, 
UMPIRE ACCESSORIES

CATCHER SETS, BASES AND BALLS 15% OFF
ALL CLEATS

EXPIRES APRIL 15/25

MOOSOMIN SPORTS EXCELLENCE

PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR 15% OFF THE CLEATS 

LIM
IT

ED

TIM
E O

FFER!

903 South Front Street
Moosomin, SK   •  306-435-1777
moosominse@gmail.com

Hours:
Monday to Friday: 10 am - 6 pm
Saturday:  9 am - 4 pm
Closed Sundays

BY NICOLE TAYLOR
On Feb. 24, the government of Saskatchewan an-

nounced $6.5 million in funding for Ronald McDonald 
Charities of Saskatchewan. In collaboration with Ronald 
McDonald House Charities, the funding will go towards 
building Regina’s first ever Ronald McDonald House, 
serving families in Southern Saskatchewan.

The new facility will be built on the corner of Scarth 

Street and 15th Avenue, keeping the facility centrally 
located and close to the Regina General Hospital. A sod 
turning was held at that location on Monday along with 
the announcement.

A number of local families in the Moosomin region 
have used Ronald McDonald House and support the 
charity, including Summer Heide, who held an online 
auction as a fundraiser for the charity in February after 

her daughter had surgery for stomach cancer, and Chris 
MacPherson, who donated two bred heifers in a auction 
recently to raise money for the charity after his family 
used a Ronald McDonald House in Edmonton when his 
daughter was born.

Moosomin-Montmartre MLA Kevin Weedmark was 
the Master of Ceremonies for the announcement.

Continued on page 39

Province announces $6.5 million for
Ronald McDonald House in Regina

The sod turning 
for Ronald McDon-
ald House in Regina. 
From left are Minis-
ter of Rural and Re-
mote Health Lori Carr, 
RMHC ambassadors 
Tricia Slobodian and 
Craig Slobodian, CEO 
of Ronald McDonald 
House Charities Sas-
katchewan Tammy 
Forrester, Co-chair of 
the Fundraising Cam-
paign Craig Lothian, 
and Saskatchewan 
Minister of Health Jer-
emy Cockrill.
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SEASON

COMMUNITY
RSO

REGINA SYMPHONY CHAMBER PLAYERS
Featuring the

This performance is made possible through support provided by
The G. Murray & Edna Forbes Foundation.

PROGRAMMEPROGRAMME

W.A. Mozart - Overture to W.A. Mozart - Overture to 
Così fan tutte (5min)Così fan tutte (5min)

W.A. Mozart - Symphony W.A. Mozart - Symphony 
#36 in C Major (28min)#36 in C Major (28min)

 I - Adagio - Allegro spiritoso I - Adagio - Allegro spiritoso
 II - Un Poco Adagio II - Un Poco Adagio
 III - Menuetto III - Menuetto
 IV - Finale: Presto IV - Finale: Presto

Erik Satie, orch. Francis Erik Satie, orch. Francis 
Poulenc - Gnossienne No. 3 Poulenc - Gnossienne No. 3 

(3min)(3min)

George Bizet, arr. Jonathan George Bizet, arr. Jonathan 
Ward - Petite Suite (Jeux Ward - Petite Suite (Jeux 

d’enfants) (12min)d’enfants) (12min)

 I - Marche (Trompette et   I - Marche (Trompette et 
 tambour) tambour)
 II - Berceuse (La poupée) II - Berceuse (La poupée)
 III - Impromptu (La toupie) III - Impromptu (La toupie)
 IV - Duo (Petit mari, petite   IV - Duo (Petit mari, petite 
 femme) femme)
 V - Galop (La bal) V - Galop (La bal)

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (arr. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (arr. 
Yoon Jae Lee) - Selections Yoon Jae Lee) - Selections 
from The Nutcracker Suite, from The Nutcracker Suite, 

Op. 71a (23min)Op. 71a (23min)

 I - Ouverture miniature I - Ouverture miniature
 II - Marche II - Marche
 III - Danse russe: Trépak III - Danse russe: Trépak
 IV - Danse arabe IV - Danse arabe
 V - Danse chinoise V - Danse chinoise
 VI - Danse des Mirlitons VI - Danse des Mirlitons
 VII - Valse des fleurs VII - Valse des fleurs

Adult $35 | Student $25 | Child $15 ( 5 & under )Adult $35 | Student $25 | Child $15 ( 5 & under )     

Sunday, March 30th 2025 at 3:00pm
MARYFIELD AUDITORIUMMARYFIELD AUDITORIUM

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE GOING TO HELP WITH THE ONGOING ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE GOING TO HELP WITH THE ONGOING 
MAINTENANCE OF OUR BUILDINGMAINTENANCE OF OUR BUILDING

TICKETSTICKETS
Text: 306-646-7421 or email maryfieldauditorium@gmail.comText: 306-646-7421 or email maryfieldauditorium@gmail.com

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE GOING TO HELP WITH THE ONGOING ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE GOING TO HELP WITH THE ONGOING 
MAINTENANCE OF OUR BUILDINGMAINTENANCE OF OUR BUILDING

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM

INITIATIVE REPORTER
Back in December, the 

they knew what they were 

Maryfi eld RSO show rebooked for March 30

The Regina Symphony Orchestra Chamber Players will perform at the Maryfi eld Auditorium.

HOLY ROCK

MARJORIE’S DAUGHTERS AND FRIENDS
INVITES YOU TO ATTEND

COME OUT FOR AN AFTERNOON OF MUSIC, MERRIMENT AND MORE
ALL IN SUPPORT OF THE HUNTINGTON SOCIETY OF CANADA!

MOOSOMIN CONVENTION CENTRE

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CONEXUS CREDIT UNION IN MOOSOMIN AND WAWOTA
OR BY CONTACTING BARBARA AT 306-575-9498 OR MARION AT 306 577-9511

TICKETS $30 EACH

SUNDAY
MAY 4, 2025 

SHOWTIME
2 PM 

DOORS OPEN
1:30 PM 

The Sisters of the Holy Rock 

have been described as 

“Talented and teasing, 
serious and silly, 

faithful and frolicking, 
holy and hilarious!”

BORDERLAND
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Love to Shop L CAL

Moosomin, SK
(Next to the Canalta Hotel) (306) 435-3266

Home of The Burger Family® and 
world-famous ice cold root beer!

OPEN
7 am - 10 pm

7 days a 
week

300 FRONTAGE ROAD, VIRDEN, MB300 FRONTAGE ROAD, VIRDEN, MB

204-748-3396204-748-3396

GEAR UP FOR FROSTY FUN!
ENTER THE WIN YOUR WHEELS CONTEST FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A VOUCHER WORTH UP TO $85,000 TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OR LEASE 

OF A 2025/2026 CHRYSLER, JEEP® OR RAM VEHICLE.

CARS   |   TRUCKS   |   ENGINES   |   TRANSMISSIONS   |   HORSE TRAILERS 

AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   SCANS 

WHEEL ALIGNMENTS   |   BOATS   |   TIRE REPAIRS & SALES   |   SAFETY INSPECTIONS

 306-435-1717  OR  306-435-1716              MOOSOMIN, SK

TOWING & REPAIRS

KARI’S KLOSET
FASHIONS FOR ALL WOMEN

karisklosetonline.com
Main St. • Moosomin, SK • 306.435.2738
Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Shop with Kari  on her FRIDAY LIVE  every 
week at 9:30 AM FRIDAYS on her

 FACBOOK page

903 South Front Street
Moosomin, SK
306-435-1777
moosominse@gmail.com

Hours:
Monday to Friday:

10am-6pm
Saturday:

10 am-5pm
Closed Sundays

204-845-2428
203 Richhill Ave E

204-845-2145
103 Richhill Ave E

Western Manitoba’s 
Leading IT  
Solutions   
Provider!
info@3ctech.ca

302 King Street East • Virden, MB • 204-851-6800

FUEL  |  FOOD  |  LIQUOR  |  HOME CENTER  |  AGRO 

B O R D E R L A N D C O - O P . C R S

FEEDING, FUELING, FUNDING, BUILDING

Y    UR COMMUNITY

Borderland
Moosomin | Rocanville | Whitewood | Maryfield | Broadview | Grenfell | Kipling

“We Want To Satisfy You”

est. 1946

1102 PARK AVE.  |  MOOSOMIN, SK
306-435-3367

BRADLEYGM.COM

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

www.celebrationford.com

1.800.880.4533
306.435.3313   |   Moosomin, SK   |   Fax 306.435.3631

Love to Shop

L CAL

Do you love shopping local?
Tell us why and have a chance to 

WIN $50
from EACH of these participating retailers!
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Searching for the BEST  
prices for furniture? 

Today's Enterprises carries  
Ashley, Palliser, Minhas & El Ran Furniture. 

Beautyrest & Serta Mattresses . 
 

Check out our huge selection of toys!

FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS

27 Railway Ave.   |   Redvers, SK   |   306-452-6309 
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

FURNITURE & ELECTRONICS

Love to Shop

L CAL
Do you love shopping local?

Tell us why and have a chance to 

WIN $50
from EACH of these 

participating 
retailers!

Enter with every purchase
OR SEND YOUR ENTRIES TO 

lovelocal@world-spectator.com 
OR VISIT 

https://www.world-spectator.com/
lovetoshoplocal/

ENTRY FORM

Name: 

Address: 

Phone:

 WHY DO YOU LOVE TO SHOP LOCAL

Return form to The World-Spectator offi ce or mail to Box 250, Moosomin, SK, S0G 3N0
or e-mail to lovelocal@world-spectator.com

Balfour Drugs
KIPLING, SK 

306-736-2242
BUSINESS HOURS:

MONDAY – FRIDAY: 6 A.M. – 6 P.M.

SATURDAY: 8 A.M. – 4 P.M.

PHARMACY HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY(CLOSED  SATURDAY)

9 A.M. – 6 P.M.

ENTIRE STORE CLOSED ON SUNDAY

290 Frontage Road West
Virden, MB

204-748-6500

 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

1004 North Front St. Moosomin, SK  306-435-2949

Before You Hit The Road... 

COME AND SEE US FOR ALL YOUR TIRE NEEDS!

24 Hour Service

FARM TIRES“Let our family
help your family”

414 Main Street   |   Esterhazy, SK 

306-746-2022

• Passport Photos now available
• Fishing licenses, tackle & bait 

• Support Your Local Businesses

Glasser’s 
TV SERVICE

Moosomin, SK 

(306) 435-3040 
 www.glasserstv.com 

www.facebook.com/glasserstv 
Monday - Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

346 King Street 
Virden, MB 

204-748-3331

In-Store Sales &  
Best Pricing all the time!

Gift Cards Available

www.kullbergs.ca
Find us on Facebook

STORE HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. • CLOSED SUNDAYS
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 200 KMS (MANITOBA ONLY)  •  SK DELIVERY OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Wellness &  
Mobility Centre

Your Locally Owned Hometown Pharmacy

Moosomin, SK 

306-435-3345
Moosomin, SK 

306-435-4330
pharmasave.com/moosomin

SEW CREATIVE  
& INTERIORS

Moosomin, SK 

306-435-2518
See us for all of your sewing and decorating needs, 

custom draperies and a complete line of  
Hunter Douglas Window Fashions! 

Tristar Foods 
306-745-3905

Open 5 a.m. - 11 p.m.
HWY #22 & East Drive Esterhazy, Sk TM

560 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE, VIRDEN | VIRDENAG.CA | (204) 748-4469

422 MAIN STREET  •  ESTERHAZY, SK  •  306-745-2525

ERIN’S I.D.A. 
PHARMACY

BUSINESS HOURS
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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Love to Shop L CAL

210 NORTH SERVICE RD (Inside Mazergroup), MOOSOMIN, SK S0G 3N0 Phone: (306) 435-3753

When you’re in need of replacement 
auto parts, tools, or accessories for 
your vehicle, NAPA Auto Parts is the 
place to go!

• Steering & Suspension
• Motor Oil & Fluids
• Chemicals
• Brakes
• Filters

• Batteries
• Car Care
• Tools & Equipment
• Windsheild Wipers
• Lighting

Mon-Fri: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 8:00am - 12:00pm  Sun: CLOSED

2 B ROADWA Y S T , R E D V E R S S K

C L O T H I N G , G I F TWA R E & MOR E

silverlotusboutique.ca

BOU T I Q U E

silverlotusboutique.ca

Moosomin, SK • 306-435-3906
Hardwood • Laminate • Tile • Carpet • Linoleum • Vinyl

We do Kitchen Craft Cabinets

Highway #13   •   Carlyle, SK 

306.453.2928
www.moosemountainleisure.comMoose Mountain Leisure Ltd.

HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY - FRIDAY 

8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

ESTERHAZY, SK  •  MOOSOMIN, SK  
306-269-8463

Support local and invest in your health!  We are 
your community gym  - open 24/7, with expert 

coaching to help you reach your goals 

express F O O D
M A R K E T
E X P R E S S����������	
���
�����������

���������	
�������
����	���
���
�������������������� ������!"#������ �$�%�

SALES/SERVICE 
1.877.868.9871

info@esterhazyford.com 

HWY 22 & 80  |  ESTERHAZY, SK 
Monday - Friday: 8 am. - 6 p.m. 

Saturday: 8 am. - 4:30 p.m.

815 Broadway Ave.
Moosomin, SK

306-435-2154

FURNITURE • BEDDING • appliancesFURNITURE • BEDDING • APPLIANCES • CABINETRY

The

Painted Edge
Much more than just a paint store!

• Benjamin Moore paint and supplies
• Graber window coverings
• Home Décor & Giftware
• Fusion Mineral paint dealer

435 Main St. Esterhazy, SK • 306-745-3626

STORE 
HOURS: 

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

306-435-2445 • world-spectator.com

Saskatchewan’s most 
award winning weekly

newspaper 

SUPPORT SMALL COMMUNITIES – SHOP LOCAL!

298-6TH AVE. SOUTH  |  VIRDEN, MB  |  204-748-2011

BUSINESS HOURS: Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.    Sunday: CLOSED

Love to Shop

L CAL
Do you love shopping local?

Tell us why and have a chance to 

WIN $50
from EACH of these participating retailers!



Continued from page 6
Last year, Campbell was hired to be 

the assistant coach for the Seattle Kraken, 
-

hind the bench in NHL history. She made 
her debut as assistant coach during the 
team’s regular season opener in October.

Highway sign in the works 
for Jessica

The town painted a mural of a quote in 
honour of Jessica at the rink and is plan-
ning to unveil a highway sign for the com-
munity later this month. 

“We painted a quote, ‘You can, and you 
will’ from Jessica on our rink wall at the 
skating rink and then we are going to do 
this watch party, and then we have also 
ordered a ‘Home of Jessica Campbell’ sign 
for the community, and it should be show-
ing up soon. Hopefully, if the sign shows 
up in time, we will be unveiling it at our 
watch party on March 22,” says Logan.

“The sign is going to be displayed out-
side of Rocanville, so you will see it when 
you are coming into Rocanville. The sign 
is in the process of being made and as long 
as it is here in time, we will be unveiling it 
at the watch party so we will just show it 
and then there will be another day or time 
that it will be put up for the town.”

Watch Party
at Community Hall

Logan explains the watch party the 
community is hosting at the Nutrien Com-
munity Hall on Saturday, March 22.

“The watch party is a family-friendly 
event. We are not charging a door fee, we 
just want to encourage as many people to 

come as we can. So, no door fee, there will 
be a cash bar and there will also be lots of 
food. We are doing it potluck-style because 
we just thought that would be kind of fun 
for people to bring their favorite appetizer 

to share. 
“There will be a penny ar-

cade and a 50/50 and we will have the 
game streaming up on the big screens at 
the hall. It will be kind of a simple event, 
but I think fun and enjoyable and a great 
way for the community to come together, 
cheer on Jess and the Kraken, or the Oilers, 
whichever you choose. 

“We tried to pick a date that wouldn’t 
maybe be as busy. During the winter 
months everyone gets so busy running 
to hockey tournaments and games so we 
thought maybe toward the end of March 
would be a little less busy for families and 
I do believe there are lots of Oilers fans in 
Rocanville, so then we thought that would 
be a game to interest people to come out 
to.

“It is great to let Jessica know that the 
community is proud of her and that we 
recognize that this is a big accomplish-
ment and that we support her and her 
journey. It is also great to bring the com-
munity together and do something as a 
community and the watch party kind of 
checks all those boxes,” Logan said. 

Logan says the community has been 
planning the watch party for the past 
month and they have had lots of feedback 
from the community so far. 

“The Rocanville Economic Development 
Organization has taken on the role of plan-
ning the watch party. We have been work-
ing on it for about a month now and getting 
it out to the community. We have had lots 
of good feedback so far. It is going to be a 
simple event, but a fun one.”

An inspiration to younger
kids of Rocanville

Logan says she hopes the watch party 
will remind the younger kids in the com-
munity that they can accomplish amaz-
ing things too. “It is just a reminder to the 
young kids in our community that there 
are big opportunities for them as well. If 
they really want to do something, they 
can. They are just as capable of achieving 
their dreams. They can have these amaz-
ing things happen for them as well.”
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25031PK0 
25031PK1

www.mcmillanmotorproducts.net

Tim 
Dew

timdew.mmp@gmail.com

306.736.8624

Craig
Pister

pister.mmp@gmail.com

306.736.7305

HWY #48   |   KIPLING SK   |   306-736-2518
SATURDAY SALES HOURS: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Mai 
Mangalus
mmp.bdc@gmail.com

833-845-0465

Jessica Campbell in her role as assistant coach of the 

NHL’s Seattle Kraken.

Rocanville hosting Seattle Kraken watch
party to cheer on Jessica Campbell March 22
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Legacy Inn
& Heritage Community Living

800 ENNIS AVE.  |  GRENFELL, SK

Contact: Manager Josh Hassler 
management@legacyinngrenfell.com

Hotel Reservations: 1-639-683-0107https://legacyinngrenfell.com/

Legacy Inn 
is a perfect 
location for 
meetings, 
banquets

 and events!
Come and check out our 

beautiful apartments.
We are almost full!

1400 North Broadway, Minot, North Dakota
701-838-1400

www.hampton.com

Enjoy comfort, convenience and an ideal location in Minot, ND
– located near the Minot Airport and Minot State University

Friendly service, clean rooms, comfortable surroundings,
every time. If you’re not satisfied, we don’t expect

you to pay. That’s our commitment and your guarantee.
That’s 100% Hampton.®

For reservations call 1-800-HAMPTON

Room charge only. U.S. Funds.

25%
OFFC

O
U
PO
N

1400 North Broadway, Minot, ND
701-838-1400

1400 North Broadway, Minot, North Dakota
701-838-1400

www.hampton.com

Enjoy comfort, convenience and an ideal location in Minot, ND
– located near the Minot Airport and Minot State University

Friendly service, clean rooms, comfortable surroundings,
every time. If you’re not satisfied, we don’t expect

you to pay. That’s our commitment and your guarantee.
That’s 100% Hampton.®

For reservations call 1-800-HAMPTON

Room charge only. U.S. Funds.

25%
OFFC

O
U
PO
N

1400 North Broadway, Minot, ND
701-838-1400

www.hampton.com

Subject to availability. Must mention ad at time of booking and present this coupon at check in. 
Not valid with groups, special events or other discounts. Offer expires June 1, 2024.
Subject to availability. Must mention ad at time of booking and present this coupon at check in. 
Not valid with groups, special events or other discounts. Offer expires May 31, 2025.

Saskatchewan Music Awards
Teagan Littlechief wins Contemporary 

Artist of the Year

BY NICOLE TAYLOR
Teagan Littlechief is a country rock art-

ist from White Bear First Nation, who was 
awarded Contemporary Artist of the Year 
at the Saskatchewan Music Awards (SMA) 
on March 2.

Since winning Yorkton’s GX94 Star 
Search at age 15, Teagan Littlechief has 
been on the rise. She won Indigenous Art-
ist of the Year at the 2022 and 2023 SCMA 

Awards, sang O Canada at the Grey Cup 
in 2022, and was a part of the national cast 
of TeleMiracle 48 in 2024. On June 22 of 
last year, she won Indigenous Artist of the 
Year and Female Artist of the Year at the 
SCMAs.

“This is my second year ever being in 

award, it is exciting and exhilarating. I am 
thrilled!” said Littlechief. “Professionally, 

It boosts my momentum that I am current-
ly in right now.

“I have been into music my whole life,” 
says Littlechief, “I got into music lessons 
at a very young age and the ball just kept 
rolling. I performed as much as I could.”

Littlechief has faced challenges, over-
coming addictions and domestic abuse.  

“Addictions got a hold of me, and I had 
to take a break from music. I took a few 
hiatuses from music, but I always ended 
up coming back to it,” said Littlechief.

Littlechief uses her platform to not only 
entertain, but inspire others through moti-
vational speaking. She shares her personal 
story, offering hope to those facing similar 
struggles. 

“The thing I like about music is it’s al-

what will help a person through hard 
times,” says Littlechief. “A lot of the origi-
nals I record and perform are about uplift-
ings. The songs are about going through 
hard times and being able to come through 
to the light.” 

Littlechief hopes to use her voice to 
leave a lasting impact on others. 

“There was a time when Indigenous 
people were never recognized, and I think 

that the more that our people are getting 
that recognition, the more it helps our up-
and-comers in the music industry to take 
that next step into whatever it may be. It 
shows them a pathway of ‘okay maybe I 
can ask this person how did you do it?’ 
That’s the thing I love about Indigenous 
artists, we are always willing to give back 
the information we have, and what we 
have learned over the years. 

“When I heard I had won Contemporary 
Artist Of The Year, it showed me that my 
music is not just one genre. I have always 
been a rocker, since I was little. When I was 
13, I had to get into country music. Back in 
2001, I entered GX94. My song to get into 
the audition was “Sweet Child O’ Mine” 
by Guns N’ Roses, it was a rock song. The 
judges said we want her in the competi-
tion, but she has to sing country. My mom 
was a single parent, and she had already 
put so much into my music. The winner 
would get to record two songs, and they 
would get a mini-tour of wherever GX94 
would go. That is what pushed me into 
country music. It seems like country is one 
of the biggest genres in the world.”

Continued on page 19
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SATURDAY 
APRIL 5TH

PRE SALE TICKETS ONLY & MUST

BE PURCHASED BY APRIL 1ST

NUTRIEN ROCANVILLE COMMUNITY HALL
TICKETS INCLUDE PULLED PORK DINNER BY BUD’S BBQ

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM ANY FIRE DEPARTMENT MEMBER OR CALL OWEN WILSON 306-435-9596

SILENT AUCTION PRIZES UP FOR GRABS!

DOORS OPEN
5:30 PM

DINNER
7 PM

SHOW STARTS
8:30 PM

NO
MINORS

TICKET

$50

NIGHT WITHNIGHT WITH
BIG DADDY TAZZBIG DADDY TAZZ

ROCANVILLE FIRE DEPT.

THIRTYGRANDGRAND
IN YOUR HAND

Purchase a home with our LOW 3.89% residential 

mortgage rate and get a chance to WIN $30,000.
*Some conditions apply, visit sunrisecu.mb.ca for details.

Saskatchewan Music Awards 
Jess Moskaluke wins Single of the Year, 

Country Artist of the Year

BY KARA KINNA
Jess Moskaluke of Rocanville received the award for Single of the Year for her song 

“Go Get Er” and was named Country Artist of the Year at the Saskatchewan Music 
Awards on March 2.

“Go Get Er is basically about being comfortable with who you are in a relationship 
and knowing that if the person you’re in a relationship with isn’t right for you, that’s 

who you are,” says Moskaluke.
Moskaluke says she was also thrilled to be nominated for Country Artist of the Year.

doing a bigger marketing piece this year because everyone seems to know about it,” 

When asked how Saskatchewan inspires her music, Moskaluke says that’s a tough 
question to answer.

in every song, wether it’s blatantly obvious or not.”

coming soon.
“

“Life for Me,” and hopefully we will be releasing more music later this year, but again 

will have more information very soon. We are very behind the scenes right now with 
the work.”

Was she surprised to win two awards at the SMA’s?

of the year on my behalf, which is very sweet.”



BY KARA KINNA
A herd dispersal auction has brought in 

$14,500 for Ronald McDonald House after 
Chris MacPherson donated the proceeds 
of two bred heifers that were sold, with 
one of those heifers being bought and then 
donated back to be auctioned off again.

The sale was held at Whitewood Live-

purchased by Karl Johnston, a local farm-
er from Langbank, it was donated back 
for re-auction and purchased by Mannle 
Farms and Whitewood Auction Service. 
The second heifer was purchased by Levi 
Jamieson farms of Moosomin.

Chris MacPherson says it was inspiring 
to see how much money was raised by 
the two heifers, especially after his fam-
ily had to use Ronald McDonald House in 
Edmonton when his daughter was born.

“My youngest daughter Adaline, at 
our 20-week ultrasound, we found out 
that she had a heart defect, DiGeorge 
Syndrome, that’s what caused the heart 
defect. She was born in Edmonton, and 
when we were in the hospital, at 10 days 
old, she had to have life saving heart 
surgery,” says MacPherson. “I always 
thought Ronald McDonald house was a 
good charity, and we have had friends 
and family that used it, but when you get 

the good that place does for families who 
have children in the hospital, it was just 
amazing.”

“When we were in Edmonton, we knew 
we had a safe place to stay, a quiet place. 
You get up to have breakfast in the morn-
ing before going back to the hospital, and 
you might be sitting with another par-
ent, and you talk about what you’re going 
through. It’s almost like you’re having a 
coffee, having a meal, but you’re also hav-
ing a group therapy session with other 
parents who know what you’re going 
through. 

“I remember in Edmonton, going back 
and forth from the hospital, you’re maybe 
not eating the greatest. I remember one of 
the Italian restaurants brought food, and 
we ate like kings. You didn’t starve, it was 

MacPherson says he has always wanted 
to donate bred heifers for charity.

“After we got through that, it was actu-
ally my neighbor, Scott Mannle, he had a 
bred heifer sale, and they started out the 
sale with a donation heifer, and that was 
my inspiration,” he says. “That was kind 
of my ‘if I ever can do that, I will’ moment. 
And I was actually going to start donating 
a heifer every year to Scott’s bred heifer 
sale, but Scott quit doing the bred heifer 
sale. But that was my light bulb, that’s my 
way I can give back.”

He says it was a wonderful feeling see-
ing his heifers go for so much.

“I was very pleased. I thought with the 
two heifers, we should be able to donate 
$8,000 at least, but when one got donated 
back, we ended raising $14,500. It was like 
wow, what a great feeling.

“It truly showed me how the ag com-
munity rallies together for a good cause, 
how the ag community can give back. I 
saw that when we were going through 
it too— neighbours coming to help com-
bine. Adeline had a second heart surgery 
and my one neighbour, he knew I had to 
be in Edmonton for the 21st of September 
for the surgery with Addie, he came over 
to help combine for a few days and he left 

be there for that surgery. 
“It just reminded me of how great the 

ag community can be. When they can 
step up, they do.

“The herd dispersal was a heartbreak-
ing moment for me, but in that heart-
breaking moment, to open it with do-
nating the heifers, it kind of took the 
heartbreak away and lightened it up.

“I’m not actually done donating yet. We 
have a cull cow that didn’t go. We are go-
ing to have her butchered and we are do-
nating the hamburger to the Moosomin 
Food Share.”

MacPherson says one of the best things 
about Ronald McDonald house is know-
ing you aren’t alone.

“We were happy to give back. We have 

and we know other families in the area 
that have used it. I know Summer and 
Nick, their daughter is going through 
a health battle, and there is a guy from 
Whitewood I know, his daughter, and 
I’ve known other people who have used 

it, and ourselves, we’ve used it. Adaline 
has a future surgery in her books, so we 
might not be done using it ourselves.

sitting there having breakfast, you are 
thinking to yourself, ‘why me? Why is 

this happening to my child?’ Then a four-
year-old girl runs by your table with a 
bald head, and it’s like a light switch—a 
light just goes off that it’s not just me go-
ing through it, there are a lot of people go-
ing through it.”
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Virden Eyecare Centre 
Dr. David Cochrane   |   Dr. Julie Paradine 

170 NELSON STREET WEST    VIRDEN, MB 

204-748-1094

• CONCRETE WORK • • OPTOMETRY • • ACCOUNTING •

prairiestrong.ca 

ESTERHAZY OFFICE 
420 Main Street
306-745-6611

ADVERTISE
YOUR 

BUSINESS 
HERE!

306-435-2445

• CUSTOM PRINTING •

The Kids Wanna 

20 22
Monday, February 21, (Family Day Holiday – Welwyn Rin

The Welwyn Kids’ 
Bonspiel is Back!

• All school kids aged 10 - 18• Sign up individually or as a • No previous experience nee• Everyone guaranteed a priz

$15/CURL
Call/text Ch

FEATURED

APPETIZERS

Make sure it’s The World-Spectator!

306-435-2445

LAWN MAINTENANCE INVOICE

CUSTOMER ACCOUNT NO.

TELEPHONE NO.

INVOICE DATE

ACCOUNTS TYPE

 RESIDENTIAL  REGULAR

 COMMERCIAL  1-TIME

FREQUENCY KEY

ANNUALLY = AN

3 MONTHS = 3M

BIMONTHLY = BI

6 MONTHS = 6M

MONTHLY = MO

WEEKLY = WK

PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION WITH YOUR PAYMENT

 WORK DONE FREQUENCY DESCRIPTION/MATERIALS USED UNIT AMOUNT

HOGARTH’S LAWN & GARDEN

GST #861648004 RT0001

Box 812, 1118 Main Street

MOOSOMIN, SASKATCHEWAN   S0G 3N0

Tel: (306) 435-2647     Cell: (306) 435-9689

To ____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

TERMS: NET 30 DAYS - 2% INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED

HWY #48 • P.O. BOX 760 • KIPLING SK • S0G 2S0

Cell: 306-631-4369

Work: 306-736-2518

Fax: 306-736-2476

SALES CONSULTANT

kristoff.mmp@gmail.com

CHEVROLET – BUICK – GMC

www.mcmillanmotorproducts.net

 908 Park Ave.

306-435-3723

BUFFET EVERY DAY! 

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

pizza menu

All pizza’s include 1 Litre Pop

 

SMALL 
MEDIUM LARGE  EXTRA-LARGE

HOUSE SPECIAL 
13.95 19.95 28.95 38.95

(pepperoni, ham, onion, green pepper)

HAWAIIAN 

12.95 18.95 25.95 33.95

PEPPERONI 

12.95 18.95 25.95 33.95

VEGETARIAN PIZZA 
13.95 19.95 28.95 38.95

(tomato, green pepper, onion, mushroom)

CANADIAN PIZZA 
13.95 19.95 27.95 35.95

(ham, pepperoni, mushroom)

pizza combos

PIZZA COMBO MEAL A   

45.95
Medium Pizza

Chicken Wings

Pizza Nuggets

Caesar Salad

1 Litre Pop

ZZA COMBO MEAL B 
Call today for a custom quote!

Hearing & Wellness  
by Porch Light

Hearing Testing
Consultations

Hearing Protection
Assistive Listening Devices

220 Broadway Ave.   |    Moosomin, SK    |    S0G 3N0

306-435-2500
Fax: 306-435-2503 12:3c

• HEARING SERVICES •

REGIONALREGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL
 CUSTOM PRINTER!

What can we print for you today?
306-435-2445

Floors • Driveways
Steps • Patios 

Bin Foundations

www.concreterestore.ca

marty@concreterestore.ca
306-645-2777 (OFFICE)

306-435-0900 (CELL)

REPAIR 
RESTORATION  

SEALING

25032DS5

$14,500 donated to Ronald McDonald House 
Proceeds of two heifers at MacPherson herd dispersal donated
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Wawota, SK • 306-739-2500

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
SATURDAY 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

50 LB MEAT 
PACKAGE-$250

• 10 Lb Box of Patties
• 10 Lb Box of Pork Chops
• 10 Lb of Ground Beef
• 10 Lb Sausage
• 10 Lb Bacon

For more info, contact:
306-745-6450
400 Main Street Esterhazy
hrblock.ca 

Split pension 
income with your 
spouse and save.
Pension income splitting can reduce taxes 
you and your spouse owe. If you qualify, 
our Tax Experts can help you make the most 
of the pension income tax credit so you can 
keep more of your money.

E.R.P.
Pro Hardware

Tool King

Generators

12,000

in stock

$1,050.00

Edged Slab Bundles

$469.00
2

nd
 Cut Slab Bundles

$389.00

Benjamin Moore regal select paint 

$69.99
/gallon

plus 0.80 enviro

Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8am- 5pm, Saturday 8am - Noon
Phone: 306-452-3393  •  Text: 306-840-8234

Email: erphardware@hotmail.com
#7-13 Highway, Redvers, SK

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Recently, Trade and Export Develop-

ment Minister and Melville-Saltcoats MLA 
Warren Kaeding led a delegation to Viet-
nam and Singapore to build on Saskatch-
ewan’s trade relationships. 

“Ag commodities are generally our big 
products there,” he said. “Fertilizer—es-
pecially when it comes to Vietnam—with 
potash and then working on the labour 
mobility side of things—can we help sup-
port each other’s ability to train localized 
staff in highly-skilled jobs and then make 
them mobile and be able to move back and 
forth between countries.”

Provincial exports to the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations totalled $1.5 bil-
lion in 2024, with $130.6 million of that 
going to Vietnam and $10.3 million to Sin-
gapore.

“It’s just always good to diversify your 
markets, and ultimately, we all are spend-
ing a fair bit of time out in front of whoev-
er will listen to the story of what we’ve got 
to offer in Saskatchewan,” Kaeding said.

Kaeding says the audience is listening to 
what he is saying, as proven at the Cana-
da-in-Asia conference in Singapore.

and focal point of where trade is in Cana-
da, and then we certainly got the opportu-
nity to talk a number of times throughout 
the conference about the opportunities in 
Saskatchewan,” said Kaeding, who was 
one of the speakers at the three-day event. 
“At one time, we were speaking to up to 
750 people in Singapore, and they’re all 
from the ASEAN region. So that’s the key 
countries in that ASEAN region that we 
wanted to reach out to.” 

Ties with Vietnam also extend to the 
workforce as Saskatchewan is facing a 

huge gap of skilled workers that the Asian 
nation can provide. Back in 2010, the prov-
ince signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Vietnamese government 
focussed on immigration, education, and 
entrepreneurship.

“What they’re looking for is those 
shared opportunities where they can have 
their high-level educated people working 
in our institutions and getting a diverse 
background in whatever area of exper-
tise,” Kaeding said. “Ultimately, after part-
ly done their career, they end up in Viet-
nam. While we were there in Vietnam, we 
met Saskatchewan-educated professors, 
people with PhDs that were running the 
Vietnamese colleges, that were involved 
in high-level jobs at the various ministries 
and even in their private sector.” 

Kaeding foresees future interest from the 
ASEAN region in Saskatchewan, resulting 
in visits from dignitaries to this province 
during the summer and fall months.

“One area that we certainly got into 
with Vietnam was our level of expertise 
in the nuclear industry, with the number 
of research facilities we’ve got,” he said. 
“The other one was carbon capture, and 

-
plemented here in Saskatchewan. We have 
a pile of depth of knowledge now in our 
research institutions, they wanted to know 
far more about that.”

Other topics of interest were the rare 
earth and critical minerals found in Sas-
katchewan, plus the continued work of the 
Saskatchewan Research Council. 

“I fully expect we’re going to have a 
number of tours this summer and this fall 
from different trade ministries, different 
ministries within Vietnam, and certainly 
different companies out of that Singa-
pore/ASEAN region that are all going 

to come out and look at the research and 
the development work that we’ve done 
through all of these different institutions,” 
Kaeding said.

Filling skilled labour positions in the 
trade sectors is crucial right now as Kaed-
ing pointed to a huge shortage in the near 
future.

“Every trade is short right now,” he 
said. “We can absolutely grow our own—
we will, and we do—but we’re not going 
to have enough.”

By 2030, there will be an estimated 
120,000 new job opportunities in Saskatch-
ewan.

through attrition, meaning we’ve got an 
aging workforce, but 40 per cent are go-
ing to be brand new jobs that we’re going 
to create here,” explained Kaeding. “So 
120,000 new job opportunities by 2030— 
that’s not that far from now.”

-

“Everyone’s so afraid that we’re going 
to reduce or remove people from posi-
tions,” Kaeding said. “We do not have 

so we’re also going to need to support AI, 
just to automate some of the things that 
are maybe very redundant, that we don’t 

He gave an example of how in places 
such as Indonesia and Malaysia, automa-
tion in the palm oil harvest has proven 
quite successful.

“I thought, ‘how can you possibly use 
high end technology there?’ Well, again, 

harvest, but also in trying to create more 

huge palm trees, monitoring the harvest 
time of all those palm kernels, and they 
will either manage to get them picked the 
day that they’re ready, and if they’re not 

or three days later, or they validate when 
they anticipate they’re going to be ready 
by using AI, and then they’ll go back and 
harvest them the day they’re ready. Just 

Malaysia are now using in their palm oil 
harvest.”

Kaeding confident after ASEAN trade mission

Minister of Trade and Export De-
velopment, and Melville-Saltcoats 

MLA Warren Kaeding.

Saskatchewan Music Awards
Teagan Littlechief wins Contemporary 

Artist of the Year
Continued from page 16

Littlechief says her favourite genres to write and per-
form are rock and country rock. “I’ve always tried to 
blend the two genres of rock and country together. Over 
time, I tried to mix in a little bit of pop. My music has 
been evolving and I  just started realizing that my per-
sonal song writing is taking a different turn into multiple 
genres. It is like a blanket of different genres.”

With over 11 singles and one album, Littlechief has seen 
her music reach new heights, topping Indigenous Music 
Charts. Her most successful singles include “Need You 
To Go,” “Scar On My Heart,” and “Every Child Matters.” 

“I can never just pick one highlight of my career,” said 
Littlechief. “One of the biggest moments would be getting 
signed with Black Mountain Music & Media. My man-
ager has totally got the ball rolling, and I have been able 
to perform in places that I have never imagined.

“I got to attend an Indigenous Song Camp in Toronto 
just this past fall,”said Littlechief. “I got to perform on the 

time ever last year. There are so many things. Performing 
at the Grey Cup was another highlight.”

Littlechief says she has more projects and collabora-
tions on the horizon.

“I have a few new projects going on. I have been telling 
people that once I get the go-ahead to announce, it will be 
on my music pages. 

“Making music, being invited to places, and breaking 
ground for not just myself, but my community, inspires 
me to keep going,” says Littlechief. “I want to  show the 
people in my community, that they can do this too. It is 
hard, but you stick through it. You are going to face so 
many obstacles in the music industry, you just have to be 
able to brush them off, go ahead and keep doing it.”

See Plain & Valley online any time
at www.plainandvalley.com
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Get started at 
fusioncu.com

Investment solutions for 
where you want to go.

Your future 
starts now.

∙ Registered Savings  

∙ Term Deposits  

∙ Wealth Management

Moosomin entering national
Communities in Bloom competition

BY KARA KINNA
The town of Moosomin has decided to enter the nation-

al Communities in Bloom competition in 2025.
This year the town will join forces with the RM of Moo-

somin, Pipestone Hills Golf Club, and Moosomin Region-
al Park for the national competition.

“The RM is on board to go with us this year. So there are 
the four pillars,” Rec Director Mike Schwean told Mooso-
min Town Council last week. “There’s the town, the re-
gional park, Pipestone Golf Club and the RM. They are all 
committed to going to nationals.”

“The community is excited about that. There have been 
lots of people talking about that,” said Mayor Murray Gray.

Council passed a motion to approve the town competing 
at the national level.

In 2024, after competing at the provincial level, Mooso-

-
pion in its population category. The town also received 
a special mention for Commitment to Cultural Heritage 
Preservation.

The town also earned an Environmental Action Award, 
with the judges making special note of the community-
wide clean-up that Moosomin holds each year.

Moosomin also picked up an honour for Trees and Ur-
ban Forestry, relating to work on the town’s urban forest 
and highlighting the Labyrinth in particular,.

The judges evaluate communities on a number of fac-
tors, including community appearance, environmental ac-
tion, heritage conservation, tree management, landscape 

-
petition, Moosomin scored 827 out of 1,000 points, for an 

83 per cent bloom rating.
Moosomin decided to re-enter Communities in Bloom 

after a long hiatus in 2023, and joined forces with the Moo-
somin Regional Park and Pipestone Hills Golf Club to 
compete at the provincial level. This year the RM is a new 
addition for the national competition.

At the national level, Moosomin will compete against 
other communities with a population of up to 5,000 people.

The national awards will be held in Stratford, Ontario 
from October 16-19.

The town is in the process of preparing for the 2025 
competition. Anyone who like to sit on the Communi-
ties in Bloom planning committee can email Angela at  
a.thorntownofmoosomin@sasktel.net or phone 306-435-
3622.

The Communities in Bloom judges on Moo-
somin Lake, left, at the Cenotaph, center, and 
at the Moosomin Visual Arts Centre, right, dur-
ing last year’s judging.
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Carnduff Gymnastics Club hosts
fun meet to kick Off competition season

The Carnduff Gymnastics Club hosted its annual Fun 
Meet on March 1, providing young gymnasts with a valu-
able opportunity to display their skills and prepare for the 
upcoming competition season.

The full-day event brought together 81 athletes from 
southeast Saskatchewan, representing three clubs: Carn-
duff Gymnastics Club (Carnduff), Ross Gym & Fit (Moo-
somin), and Moose Mountain Jumpers Gymnastics Club 
(Carlyle). Each of these clubs runs both recreational and 
competitive programs, ensuring that gymnasts of all skill 
levels can develop their abilities.

The meet welcomed 46 recreational gymnasts and 
35 competitive gymnasts. While recreational athletes 
demonstrated their skills in a non-competitive setting, 
competitive gymnasts had the chance to perform their 
routines in front of an audience—an important step in 

-

Unlike traditional meets, the Fun Meet does not involve 
judging or scoring. Instead, it serves as a showcase event 
where athletes can gain experience performing in front of 
a crowd, helping them prepare for the pressures of com-
petition.

This season, competitive gymnasts from Carnduff Gym-
nastics Club will have the opportunity to travel to meets 
in Regina, Moose Jaw, Humboldt, and Grand Forks. The 
club has athletes competing in the Xcel program in three 
levels: Bronze, Silver and Gold.

Organizers were pleased with how the event unfolded 
and were happy to see such a large turnout of spectators 
supporting the athletes. The Fun Meet continues to be a 
highly anticipated event for young gymnasts, coaches, 
and families, and helps promote a love for the sport while 

-
sphere.

The Carnduff Gymnastics Club extends heartfelt grati-
tude to the sponsors whose support made this event pos-
sible, including Carnduff Co-op, Carnduff Bowl, Spen-
cer’s, Earl’s General Store, Carnduff Drug Mart, Integrity 
Oil Field Hauling, B&B Oil Field Hauling, Bandit Oil Field 
Hauling, and Flying M.

Gymnasts from Carnduff, 
Moosomin area and Carlyle 
area at the fun meet in Carn-
duff.
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204-855-2669 • Oak Lake, MB, 
kreutzermetalsltd@gmail.com

Scrap Metal Wanted
Put money in your wallet with a Spring clean-up of scrap!!

• Farm Scrap
• Junk Cars 
• Copper • Brass 
• Aluminum • Lead • Batteries
• Catalytic Convertors Onsite pick up 

available

Call today to book!Call today to book!

22:tfc

REGIONALREGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Kyle Ryan Denture Clinic
W E S T M A N ’ S  P R E M I E R  D E N T U R E  C L I N I C

Celebrating 15 years in Brandon

Unit D – 541 8th Street, Brandon, MB  | www.brandondentures.com

204-728-4435
Kyle Ryan

LD, DD Denturist

Spreading Smiles 
throughout  
Manitoba

FULL SERVICE DENTURE CL INIC

• DENTURIST • • LAW •

Serving the Estevan, Carlyle and Moosomin Areas

 306-634-6334    bridgeslaw.ca

Specializing in:
• Residential and 

Commercial 
Real Estate

• Business Law
• Oil and Gas

• Wills and Estates
3:3c

• REAL ESTATE •

204-741-0347
204-483-0592

 trueheatfc@gmail.comTRUEHEAT
FIRE & CHIMNEY

FIREPLACE SALES
& INSTALLATION

WETT CERTIFIED
SOURIS, MB

Licensed Plumbers & Gas Fitters
Heating & Air Conditioning

171-7th Ave. N. – Virden, MB

204-748-1788
info@pphmb.com

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
Rocanville’s Amiyah Spencer is heading to univer-

sity in Newfoundland this fall, where she will play 
volleyball with the Memorial University Sea-Hawks. 
She will be joining the team as a middle blocker while 
pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree at Memorial.

Spencer helped lead Rocanville School to a high 
school provincial bronze medal in volleyball in 2022 
and a silver medal in 2023. She has also made waves in 
swimming, medaling at the Saskatchewan Swimming 
Provincials in both 2023 and 2024.

Spencer says she is very excited to graduate from 
Rocanville School this June and begin her move to the 
East Coast.

“I am from Rocanville and in grade 12. Volleyball and 
school are my two big priorities in my life, so going to 
university and play volleyball were the two things I 
wanted to do and so I am going to take Sciences and 
Medicine,” she said.

is kind of sad to know we will all be leaving and going 
our separate ways after high school, but it is exciting to 
know everyone is going to be doing their own thing.

“I’m going to Memorial University in Newfound-
land. The main campus is in St. John’s. They offer ev-
erything I want to take. I am going to start with my 

ond year I am going to declare my major in biological 

chemistry and then minor in Human Biosciences. So, I 

“I am really excited to be away, I have never really 
been that far away from home before, but I will just be 
so busy that I won’t even think about being homesick. 
Everybody in the family is super excited to go with me 
out there to drop me off at the beginning of the semester 
which is super exciting. So, they will get to stay out there 
a bit for pre-season and then I will be on my own which 
is exciting and scary at the same time. I will be living in 

Love for volleyball
Spencer says after COVID she was excited to be ac-

tive and joined club volleyball in Virden.

winter of 2022 and the spring of 2023 and that was my 

then since then I have been in love with the sport.
“It was really out of COVID I wanted something 

to do. I was never a kid who wanted to sit down. I 
just wanted to be active and so when it came up that 
I could go play club volleyball in Virden, I knew in-
stantly I wanted to, and I fell in love with it. I like the 
competitiveness, the team aspect, the coaching was 
amazing, and I just had to keep going.”

Spencer says volleyball holds a special place in her 
life.

“It means absolutely everything,” she says. “I have 
met so many amazing people and I have learned so 
much about the sport and about myself, and it has cre-
ated so many opportunities to travel and keep doing 
what I love to do.”

Spencer says her family is beyond supportive of her 
decision to move to Newfoundland for school.

“It is honestly such an honour. I never saw myself 
moving away from home to play at a higher level of 
volleyball. I always wanted to, but never really thought 
I would get there, but my coaches have just been amaz-
ing—pushing me to be the best athlete I can be. So, they 
were all super pumped when I got the opportunity to 
go play and it has really been thanks to them and my 
parents that I got this amazing opportunity. I am just 
so excited to keep doing what I love to do.” 

She says the school reached out before signing her 
contract to play USports volleyball in November. 

“The coach of Memorial reached out on my social 
media page because my Instagram is a lot of my high-
lights in volleyball and so they reached out and we had 
set up a meeting and the minute our online meeting 

ended I was like ‘I have to go there!’ I knew I really 
wanted to go, so we kept in contact. Then, end of No-
vember, early December I had signed to go there.”

Being part of a team
Spencer says she loves the competitiveness and team 

aspects of sports.
“I just love to do it. I love to compete and be on a 

team, and always having a goal to be the best I can be 
and be at the top level while also being connected with 
my teammates. 

Excited for next steps
Spencer says she is excited to move away and ex-

plore a new part of the country.
“I couldn’t even pick one thing I am most excited for. 

I am excited to be on my own and starting something 
completely new. Just starting that high level of school, 
playing volleyball, and meeting so many new people 
is so exciting. I am also excited to explore the island—I 
have been on the Prairies for so long, it will be so dif-
ferent. I can’t wait to see a new environment.

“I couldn’t even cap my excitement level. Every day 
that I think about it I just think ‘Oh my gosh, I can’t be-
lieve I get to do this!’ I am beyond excited.”had set up 
a meeting and the minute our online meeting ended 
I was like ‘I have to go there!’ I knew I really wanted 
to go so we kept in contact. Then, end of November, 
early December I had signed to go there.”

Rocanville’s Amiyah Spencer to play
volleyball for Memorial University Sea-Hawks 
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Virden:

210 Frontage Road
Virden, MB

 (204) 748-2060
WWW.VIRDENREC.COM

210 Frontage Road
Virden, MB

 (204) 748-2060
WWW.VIRDENREC.COM

NO PAYMENTS FOR 
90 DAYS OAC

LARGEST SELECTION OF
USED RVS AVAILABLE NOW!

WWW.FOURSEASONSSALES.COM | 1-888-934-4444
SHOP ONLINE OR CALL

WWW.FOURSEASONSSALES.COM | 1-888-934-4444
SHOP ONLINE OR CALL

1 River Valley Road, North 
Virden, MB
wolverinesupplies.com 
204-748-2454

PROTECT YOUR HEARING WITH AXIL! 
CUTTING-EDGE PROTECTION, ULTIMATE PERFORMANCE. 

AVAILABLE NOW AT WOLVERINE SUPPLIES. 
STAY SHARP, SHOOT SAFE. ORDER TODAY!

What can we print?What can we print?
Just about everything!Just about everything!

We’re your local print shop! Give us a call for a quote:
714 Main Street, Moosomin, SK  •  306-435-2445

• Posters
• Business cards
• Invoice books

• Brochures
• Booklets 
• NCR forms

• Programs
• Envelopes

• Calendars
• Invitations
• Gift cards

Custom Printing

• Coroplast signs
• Metal Signs
• Vinyl banners

• Rubber & Self Inking stamps
• Personal & Business cheques
• Custom logo design by our talented graphic designers

Logo & Sign Design   |    Stamps & Cheques

RM of Walpole

No.92
RANCH
WHITEWOOD, SK
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Call us to be directed to a 
HUB near you!
306-665-8877

Or visit us online!
www.quotewithhub.com

Insurance advisors 
you can count on
year round!

Spring is right around 
the corner; let’s make 
sure you’re prepared.
We designed our farm policies to 
meet the unique needs of each 
farm – making sure farmers, their 
families, and their operations 
can stay safe and protected. All 
our farm policies also include 
coverage for the home, 
property, and personal liability.

What’s covered?
FarmLite™ Policy 
This policy is designed to protect customers 
who have minimal farming activity, or where 
farming is a secondary or hobby aspect to 
their rural lifestyle.

FarmGen™ Policy
This policy is designed to protect smaller, 
family-farm style operations of less than 
1,500 acres and where at least half of the 
farmer’s income is generated from farming.

We offer farmers the opportunity to 
customize their insurance to fit their 
individual needs.

Your Story is Ours to Protect.Ready for tomorrow.

Talk to a HUB insurance broker to find out if 
FarmLite™ or FarmGen™ are best for you.

Moosomin  |  Broadview  |  Kipling  |  Montmartre  |  
Qu’Appelle  |  Indian Head  |  Emerald Park  |  Pilot 
Butte  |  Lemberg  |  Lipton  |  Kelliher  |  Estevan  |  
Langenburg  |  Esterhazy  |  Kamsack  |  Grenfell

HUBxRRM World Spectator ad - March 2025.indd   2 3/7/2025   3:33:44 PM
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A R C A D E  -  R A G E  R O O M  -  B I R T H D AY  PA R T I E S
POOL TABLE | FOOSBALL | AIR HOCKEY | PING PONG | PS5 & XBOX1

OPENING HOURS: Monday - Friday 4 pm - 9 pm
Saturday - 11am - 10pm
Sunday - 11am - 10 pm

TEEN
SPACE

The.Hide.Out@hotmail.com • 1011 South Front Street • 306-879-0572

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A total of 4,239 burgers were sold during Burger Week 
from Feb. 17-28, making it the biggest burger week ever, 
with more than 1,400 burger sold than last year.

During Burger Week participating restaurants in and 
around Moosomin create their own unique burger mas-
terpieces for people to try and vote on.

somin Chamber of Commerce. Another big change was 
extending the week to 12 days from a week.

Jarrod Slugoski is the Owner at Cork & Bone Bistro, 
home this year to the BuddiMac—a simple burger with 

“I make my own burger patties and burger sauce,” he 
explained. “I wanted to come up with a reasonable and 

vours of burgers that we’ve eaten before, so we just called 
BuddiMac.”

Over the 10 days Cork & Bone Bistro was open dur-
ing the promotion, 600 BuddiMacs were enjoyed by pa-
trons, and it’s easy to see why. The homemade burger 
was topped with real cheddar cheese, bread and butter 
pickles, house burger sauce and lettuce for a delicious 
combination.

“The Moosomin area just likes a really good burger, and 
it’s a fun promotion,” Slugoski said. “We’ve been doing 
it for a few years now, so people actually look forward 
to it.” 

He also feels having Burger Week coincide with the 
Family Week break was helpful, noticing a decent amount 
of take-out orders.

When asked if he’d consider participating in Burger 
Week next year, the answer was easy for Slugoski.

“Oh, 100 per cent—I love this promotion,” he said. “It’s 
great, it gets people out. I had a lot of new people come in 
and check my place out because of it.” 

agrees. They sold 200 of their signature Arlington burg-
ers, described as “a hearty homemade burger smothered 
in sautéed onions and mushrooms topped with smoked 

bacon with cheddar and mozzarella cheese.”

said. “We had a lot of compliments, I was pretty happy 
with it.”

By chance, the promotion also happened while Sas-
katchewan comedy sensation Quick Dick McDick was in 
town for two sold-out shows. McDick even stayed at the 
Arlington, not only dining on the special burger, but also 
giving a shout-out on social media through a special Eye 

“Brendan and his crew at the Arlington Hotel were 
some of the best hosts I’ve ever had. Combined with the 

that made this an amazing trip,” said McDick. 
The visiting comedian was also quite excited to discov-

er the hotel had a steak pit as well.

good, he’s a good character!”
He’s already looking forward to next year, looking to 

attract more folks from out Virden and Redvers way to 
visit the Arlington.

The Red Barn is probably the most busy place during 
burger week, and the restaurant’s General Manager Me-

12-day promotion. Famous for their generous portions, 
this year’s offering did not disappoint.

“We called it the Nine Yards because it literally had the 
whole nine yards,” she explained. An in-house beef patty 
with smoked pork then topped with bacon accounts for 
the meats, then there’s the toppings: crispy jalapeños, 
cheddar cheese, lettuce, tomato, chipotle mayo and pick-
les.

“Hence the whole nine yards burger, obviously,” Grif-

Another interesting aspect of Burger Week is that it 
serves as a gauge for how popular a creation might actu-
ally be.

proved popular with guests. “The burger was essentially 
just a regular burger, but we did do a nice lemon com-

Owner Sandra Garrett. “We picked it to be something 

that was maintainable for us. Since we’re not actually a 
burger place, we were not really set up to sell burgers, so 
we wanted something that was easy, that people would 
maybe want to eat more than once, and that wasn’t too 
much.”

With the Lemon Butter Swiss burger, Garrett sought to 
establish a triad of simple, delicious, and affordable. “I 
would rather spend $10 on a burger and eat it a couple 
of times than spend $20 on a burger and eat at one time,” 
she said.

The strategy worked as 300 of the special burgers found 
their way onto customer’s plates. 

“So that burger actually eventually made it to the menu. 
This one might possibly as well, just because the com-
ments were very positive on our burger.” 

It also seemed to span generations; popular with all 

ticed an uptick during Burger Week - a time when sales 
would otherwise be traditionally slower.

“I wouldn't say the busiest week, because into the sum-

helps the sales, obviously, because it’s a slower time of 
the year.”

Borrowing a catchphrase from John Cleese, the Nutrien 
Sportsplex offered “something completely different” with 

happy dance.”

Town of Moosomin said sales were decent for the pizza 
burger, with 137 sold over Burger Week. In comparison, 
the two weeks previous noted 22 burgers sold - illustrat-
ing the draw of the special promotion.

“We have our regular golf nights and whatnot at the 

the burger,” she said. 
This year’s offering was inspired by the new kitchen 

staff at the Sportsplex.
Continued on Page 30 

Over 4,200 burgers sold during Burger Week
Biggest burger week ever with more than 1,400 burgers sold than last year

The Windsor Classic Burger, left, Cork & Bone’s BuddiMac, centre, and Red Barn’s 9 Yards Burger, right, were voted as the top three burgers 
during Burger Week this year.
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386 Broadway East, Yorkton, Saskatchewan, S3N 2X3
Phone : 306-783-9461

www.haasnissan.com

INTRODUCING THE ALL NEW
2025 NISSAN ARMADA

Introducing the all new  

2025 Nissan  
Murano

386 Broadway East, Yorkton, Saskatchewan, S3N 2X3
Phone : 306-783-9461

www.haasnissan.com
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&
BULL SALE

Whitewood Livestock Sales, Whitewood, SK
27 Yearlings • 19 Two-Year Olds • Full French • French Influenced • Purebred

STEPHEN 
CHAROLAIS

BAR H 
CHAROLAIS

MARCH 21, 2025 
FRIDAY • 1:00 PM 

OFFERING 46 
CHAROLAIS BULLS

STEPHEN CHAROLAIS
Kelly Stephen • 306-435-7383 

Moosomin, SK  • kellyandpam@rfnow.com

BAR-H CHAROLAIS
Kevin & Donna Haylock & Family • 306-697-8771
Grenfell, SK  • grenlock@sasktel.net

SCF LANDYN 751L
FULL FRENCH • HERDBULL ALERT!
SCF HEMI 590H X SCF JUMBA 159Z

BARH RANGER 7M
DOUBLE POLLED • HEIFER BULL ALERT! 70 LB BW, TOP 2% CE & BW
LT AUTHORITY 7229 PLD X SUNRISE SUNBURST 21Y

Sale  Manager

306-536-4261 Catalogues and videos online at bylivestock.com

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM

INITIATIVE REPORTER
Given the state of trade 

between North American 
countries, enhancing outer 
markets is more important 
than ever. Provincial Ag-
riculture Minister Daryl 
Harrison was busy doing 
just that recently, leading a 
trade mission to the United 
Arab Emirates and India 
from Feb. 11 to 19. 

Both nations are impor-
tant export markets for 
Saskatchewan with the 
province being the largest 
supplier of lentils and dry 
peas to those countries last 
year. Saskatchewan made 
up 70 per cent of UAE’s 
lentil imports and 54 per 
cent of dry pea imports, 
while in India, 46 per cent 
of their lentil imports came 
from Saskatchewan and 43 
per cent of their dry pea im-
ports. 

“It’s significant there,” 
Harrison said when asked 
about the UAE market. 
“We had a chance to tour 
their one port—DP World, 
a very efficient port—
they’re set up in Dubai as 
being a hub for that part of 
the world. They’re three to 
four hours by ship to get to 
India, and they can get over 
to China, across to Saudi 
Arabia, they have set them-
selves up in that position. 
So if we can get our prod-
ucts in to the UAE, they will 
act as that ‘hub and spoke,’ 
so to speak.”

Part of the trip to India 
included attending The 
Pulses Conclave 2025 in 
New Delhi, which Harrison 
compared to “their Cana-
dian Western Agribition.”

“It’s a tremendous 
event,” he said, adding that 
his delegation also took 
in the Gulfood Exhibition 
2025 event in Dubai.

“It’s very good to touch 
base there and connect 
with some of our trading 
partners, our trade offices 
in New Delhi and Dubai. 
They’ve got great relation-
ships on a day-to-day basis 
there, and it’s just great to 
have that face-to-face with 
our trading partners.”

Gulfood alone draws 
5,500 exhibitors from 129 
countries, making it a good 
place to embark on some 
high-level networking.

So what’s the big deal 
about Saskatchewan any-
way? According to Har-
rison, it all comes down to 
quality.

“They regard our prod-
ucts as being the highest 
quality in the world,” he 
explained. “It’s all about 
value—what they can buy 
at what price. It’s being 
there to not make the deal, 
but telling the Saskatch-
ewan story.”

Given recent actions by 
the United States govern-
ment to impose 25 per cent 
tariffs on some products 
from Canada–then tem-
porarily waiving tariffs on 
others just two days after 
the auspicious March 4 
date—strengthening ties 

with other markets is a 
good idea says Harrison.

“The U.S. is and remains 
our biggest trading part-
ner, and just by geography, 
they will continue to do 
so,” Harrison said. “We’re 
pretty interdependent on 
trade with one another, but 
any time we can grow an 
existing market or find a 
new one, it’s beneficial for 
us because we are a net ex-
porter.”

With a small popula-
tion, large geography, and 
the ability to produce, Sas-
katchewan has 160 coun-
tries around the world to 

deal with. 
“It’s reassuring for me to 

see the tremendous job our 
trade offices do in main-
taining those relationships 
and it’s key for purchasers 
over there to find out what 
we have and how they can 
get it, and a system in navi-
gating that route to source 
our pulses.”

Saskatchewan has nine 
international trade offices, 
with those countries being 
China, Germany, Indian, 
Japan, Mexico, Singapore, 
UAE, the United Kingdom, 
and Vietnam.

Saskatchewan Ag Minister and Cannington 
MLA Daryl Harrison.

Harrison travels to 
India, UAE on ag 

trade mission

PROUDLY PRESENTED TO YOU BY
BLAIR ATHOL FARMS HAROLDSON’S 

POLLED HEREFORDS
GLENLEES FARM

Duncan & Val Lees
306-577-9703

Jeff & Grace Lees
306-577-1375

blairatholfarms.com

Chad Wilson
306-577-1256

haroldsons.com

Corey & Tasha Lees
306-577-9971

George & Annette Lees
306-577-5578
glenlees.com

SSALEE MMAANNAGGEEDD BYY  Chris: 306-220-5006   Ben: 519-374-3335   Shane: 403-363-9973   Levi: 204-851-4515

VIEEEWW TTTHE CATTAALOOGUUE ONLINE ATV WWWWWW.BBUUYYAAGRRO..CCCOMM
SALE IS BROADCAST LIVE ON DLMS

Wilson Lees

Largest
ASSEMBLING THE

OFFERING OF POLLED HEREFORD

B U L L S  I N  CA N A DA

APRIL 4, 2025 1:00 PM
RIGHT CROSS RANCH SALE BARN KISBEY, SK

3% Volume Discount on 2 bulls   I   5% Volume Discount on 3 or more bulls

VVAALLUUEE AADDDDEEDD BBUULLLL SSAALLEE

20th Annual
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MAXIMIZE YOUR PROFITS
WITH CONSISTENT SEED DEPTH

SEE THE DIFFERENCE

WWW.ROTOMUDSCRAPERS.COM   (204)825-7655

WITH SCRAPERSWITH SCRAPERSWITHOUT SCRAPERSWITHOUT SCRAPERS

SAME DAYSAME DAY
SAME SOILSAME SOIL
SAME FIELDSAME FIELD
SAME MOISTURESAME MOISTURE

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Water is a widely debated issue in rural 

Saskatchewan, especially when it comes to 
who can divert it where and when. Recent-
ly, the Water Security Agency released their 
Agricultural Water Stewardship Policy 
and a $1 million-dollar commitment over 
the next three years devoted to ongoing re-
search and monitoring as a way to ensure 
long-term outcomes in their plan are met.

“We started work on this in 2019 with 
doing a bunch of demonstration and re-
search projects, and then over the last two 
years have been when we’re really actively 
engaging with the various different stake-
holders and communities involved,” said 
Krystal Tendler, Executive Director of Agri-
culture Water Management with the WSA.

“We engaged with 80 stakeholders, but 
beyond that, everyone in the province has 
some sort of connection to water—whether 

whether you just drink some water out of 
the tap or you’re a farmer—you have some 
sort of connection, you have some sort 
of interest. Our job was trying to balance 
all those interests and create that science-
based policy.”

Coming up with the policy has not been 
an easy task, and Tendler says the end 
product will not totally please all stake-
holders.

“For some, they would like to see a more 
restrictive policy that went—maybe some 
would say—as far as banning drainage, 
where some would say, ‘I don’t want to see 
any more rules in place. I want to be able 
to manage water on my farm’,” Tendler 
explained. “Those are the two ends of the 
spectrum, and we found a policy that kind 
of landed in the middle. I think for the ma-
jority of folks, the middle ground is the 

right spot to be.”
Saskatchewan producers are the caretak-

ers of over 40 per cent of farmland across 
Canada with some 4.6 million acres of wet-
lands also in their stewardship. The WSA 
policy provides a guide to how many wet-
lands on agricultural land can be drained 
and how many need to be retained, man-
aging the province’s water and agri-en-
vironmental priorities, water quality and 
quantity, wildlife habitat, and soil health. 

“Our role is to ensure drainage is being 
done responsibly and managing any of 
those downstream impacts,” Tendler said. 
“We have a suite of different mitigation 
tools and policies in place, and this par-
ticular policy, the stewardship policy, com-
pletes that suite to make sure that we have 
the right tools to manage those impacts.”

In total, there are over 16.3 million acres 
of wetlands in Saskatchewan with around 
10 per cent of agricultural land being cov-
ered. These wetlands can be of various 

-
rated land seeing water stand long enough 
to promote wetland or aquatic processes. 
This includes rivers, lakes, potholes, peat-
lands, and even areas that usually dry up 
over the course of a growing season. 

“The policy applies to any agricultural 
drainage works, so typically, those are be-
ing done by farmers,” Tendler said. “There 
is some works that RMs are advancing that 
kind of fall into that category if it’s outside 
of their actual municipal developments, 
but typically they are farmer-led projects 
that it’s most relevant to.”

to drain a wetland is to contact the WSA.
“We have an agriculture water manage-

ment program, and we would work them 
through that,” Tendler explained. “A lot of 
it’s about making sure we have a good de-

sign project, where you want the water to 

downstream, what are we going to do to 
prevent erosion, and making sure that any 
downstream landowners are involved in a 

part of that process.”
Where this new policy comes into play 

is ensuring at least some of those wetlands 
remain on the landscape.

Continued on page 30 

WSA releases Ag Water Stewardship Policy
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With SHA officials, my colleague Martensville-Blairmore MLA Jamie 
Martens, and Mennonite Nursing Home administrator Mark Hildebrandt.

Every week is a learning experience in my roles as 
Moosomin-Montmartre MLA and Legislative Secretary 
to the Minister of Health, and every week is a whole set 
of new experiences. Last week took me from Rosthern, 
north of Saskatoon, to Weyburn.

Here’s a brief rundown of how it went last week:

Monday
Monday started off in Saskatoon. In my role as Legis-

lative Secretary to the Minister of Health, I visited Men-
nonite Nursing Home in Rosthern, north of Saskatoon. I 
was accompanied by my colleague Jamie Martens, MLA 
for Martensville-Blairmore. 

The NDP critic for seniors had requested a tour, so I 
was there to answer questions on behalf of the govern-

well to answer questions.
It was an interesting tour and I learned a lot.
I raced from Rosthern to Saskatoon, because I had an 

early afternoon meeting with the Prairie Valley School 
Board, and I joined the meeting from the Saskatoon cabi-

It was wonderful to hear the viewpoints and priorities 
of the Prairie Valley trustees. I respect the work that they 
do in overseeing education in their areas.

After that meeting I headed to Regina for a late after-
noon meeting.

Tuesday
On Tuesday, Health Minister Jeremy Cockrill and I 

toured the STARS base in Regina. I learned a lot and en-
joyed getting to sit in the cockpit of the helicopter and 
learn about the controls, and learn how to intubate a 
patient in the simulation lab. I had no idea the technol-
ogy involved in a simple procedure like that, so it was 
another learning experience.

It was great to chat with Darcy McKay from Mooso-
min and the rest of the STARS crew. It’s always interest-
ing to note how often our region of the province comes 
up in discussions of all sorts with provincial groups.

For instance, a few days earlier, in meetings with 
Economic Development Regina, Chris Lane mentioned 
the partnership between Regina and Moosomin on de-
veloping an energy and agriculture corridor, and men-

tioned that Moosomin had been invited to join Regina 
on a trade mission to Denver.

It happens often enough that some of my colleagues 
ask how it is that our region seems to punch above its 
weight.

While on the STARS tour, a lot was made about the 
leadership the Moosomin Fire Department showed 

STARS, even being willing to travel a large distance to 
help with STARS landing and refuelling.

Then at the conclusion of the tour we were talking 

STARS try to give back and I said “Some of you may 
remember a patient named Jillian Easton.” “I was at her 

Jillian, from Rocanville, was helped by STARS a few 
years back, and at her wedding last year, asked guests 
to donate to STARS instead of buying gifts. She is well 
known among the STARS staff.

It was a great visit to the STARS base and it was great 
to meet the amazing people who run the organization. 

I know that people across our constituency under-
stand the importance of STARS and value the organiza-
tion’s contributions to our province.

Following the STARS tour I raced to the Legislature 
for a meeting of the Committee on the Economy.

This is a committee where we review every decision 
item going to Cabinet that has any economic impact, we 
hash it out, and we forward a recommendation to cabi-

net. It’s fascinating to see the work of government from 
the viewpoint of this committee.

Wednesday
On Wednesday I met a few constituents at the Con-

Co-op’s new 30,000-square-foot food store in Moosomin 
with Borderland GM Jason Schenn. It’s an amazing store 
and will be a big improvement for Borderland when it 
opens this week. I also took part in a caucus meeting on 
the subject of tariffs on Wednesday. Our government has 
worked hard on the tariff issue, and in response to U.S. 
tariffs removed American alcohol from Saskatchewan li-
quor stores and limited government procurement from 
American companies.

Thursday 
Thursday I was in Regina for a series of meetings and 

had a meeting with a constituent who had raised some 
issues that needed to be addressed.

One of the most rewarding aspects of this job is being 
able to move things forward tor constituents who are 
facing issues with the bureaucracy, and helping resolve 
issues.

Friday
Friday I was in Weyburn to meet with the Southeast 

Cornerstone School Board. I understand the important 
role school boards play in our education system. I un-
derstand the commitment of school trustees to serve 
their communities and the education system, and I ap-
preciate all those willing to serve in this important role. I 
always appreciate every opportunity I have to meet and 
exchange views with local school boards.

Then it was back to Moosomin Friday and then to Re-
gina for the Evening in Greece Gala for the Hospitals 
of Regina Foundation Saturday night, then off to Saska-
toon again Sunday for the start of this week, with a se-
ries of meetings with Saskatoon stakeholders Monday, 
followed by SARM Tuesday and Wednesday.

Moosomin.

Report from the
Legislature
KEVIN WEEDMARK

MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre

From Rosthern to Weyburn last week

At left, the Mennonite 
Nursing Home in Rosth-
ern. 

Right and below, 
scenes from our visit to 
the STARS base in Re-
gina.

With STARS officials including Darcy McKay from Moosomin, and 
Health Minister Jeremy Cockrill at the STARS base in Regina.
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ONLINE SALE:

March 20 - 21, 2025
Wawota, SK

306-577-9141
www.gbtangus.com

Offering 28 
Forage Developed 
2-Year-Old Bulls

A full service lumber and hardware 
outlet serving residential,  

agricultural, commercial, and  
industrial needs.

We Carry:
• Prime Cut Windbreak Boards
• JM Insulation
• Kohltech Windows

204-556-2672

BELOW FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING!!
STRUCTURAL STEEL DEALER

NOW SELLING SCREW PILES
& BIN ANCHORS

FFOUILLARDOUILLARD S STEELTEEL
SSUPPLIESUPPLIES L LTD.TD.

Ask us about Fuel Allowance

www.fouillardsteel.com
ST. LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303

#1 Grade Colored
$1.15/sq. ft.

B+ Grade Colored
$1.05 /sq. ft.

B Grade Colored
95¢ /sq. ft.

B Grade Galvalume
91¢ /sq. ft.

Multi Colored 
Mill Ends

69¢ /sq. ft.
Call us now for best selection

of lengths & colors!

Pre-Finished OSB Siding
4x6 3/8" = $18/sheet
4x9 3/8" = $39/sheet
4x8 7/16"= $36/sheet

B Grade Shake Siding
$3.95/each

PVC White/interlocking 
interior liner

$1.55/sq. ft.

7/8" Corrugated 
24 ga

$1 /sq. ft.

Continued from page 25
“She went with using pizza sauce, mozzarella and some 

pepperoni, like a pizza-style burger,” explained Thorn. 
Over in Rocanville, Burger Week was bittersweet for 

one business. The Blueberry Kitchen sold 451 Dill Pickle 
burgers, which was up from last year. What made this 
burger stand out was the homemade potato dill bun, two 
smash patties covered in mozzarella cheese topped  with 
homemade dill pickle chips, a handful of sliced pickles, 
lettuce, tomato, and some homemade dill pickle ranch 
sauce. Oh, and a pickle juice brined chicken wing on top!

“I spent my nights making homemade dill pickle buns 
every night to start for the next day,” explained Owner 
Racquel Cozens. “Fresh, soft buns makes a difference.”

Sales of the Dill Pickle burger were excellent, but as the 
week ended, tragedy struck the business.

“Our timing was perfect, because Sunday morning, we 
lost our business,” Cozens said.

On the morning of Sunday, March 2, a water line break 

“It wasn't even the water line coming to our building, it 
was the town's main line going right down Main Street,” 

circle broke out. So the force of the water just pushed right 
through into the front corner of our building, through the 
foundation.”

Town crews were able to isolate the leak and repair the 
damaged pipe, but water to the 100 block of Ellice Street 
was shut off, and a precautionary drinking water advi-
sory for the immediate area put in place.

“At least we made a through Burger Week,” Cozens 
said. “Thank goodness Burger Week was amazing, it was 
a nice little boost before it all came to an end.”

Out Fleming way, patrons of the Fleming Windsor Bar 
& Grill enjoyed the Windsor Classic burger.

“We sold right close to 500 of our Burger Week special,” 

because of Burger Week, and had a nice increase in sales. 
Not everyone had the special so we also sold a lot of other 
burgers, steak etc.”

She felt that the extra days this year allowed people to 
visit more places than usual. 

“The extra days are what made it a success for us I 
think,” Dingman explained. “Last year, there simply 
wasn't enough time for everyone to try all the burgers 
so the out of town ones got left behind. It was great this 
year!”

So what makes the Windsor Classic so….well, classic?

“The Windsor Classic is our take on the Big Mac,” said 
Dingman. “What sets it apart is that our buns are made 
fresh in-house every night and our burger was ground 
and made into burgers every morning. The patties were 
always fresh and never frozen. Our in house sauce was 
made to taste like the "Mac" sauce and everyone said we 
did a fantastic job of it!”

Overall, Dingman says the colder days did slow things 
down a bit, “but all in all, I think that the support we re-
ceived was fabulous!”

Back to Rocanville, where we discovered how to lure in 
golfers during the off-season. The Rocanville Town and 
Country Golf Club served up 380 Maple BBQ Chicken 

Bell says took some time to develop.
“We had a lot of positive feedback on it,” she said. “We 

spent quite a bit of time different recipes, different sauces, 

taste the best.
This mouth-watering morsel includes maple BBQ sauce 

and garlic aioli, provolone cheese, bacon, pickles, lettuce, 
tomato, all on a crispy chicken burger between in-house 

on the regular menu, Bell was on the fence.
“A lot of people requesting that,” she said. “So because 

-
ing. I’m not saying we won't offer it, but we're still think-
ing about it. We've thought of doing it for specials rather 
than having it on the menu all the time, but we're still 
considering it.”

As others had pointed out, Bell agrees that the extended 

-
eryone isn't available all the time, so having that longer 
time frame, we saw more people from Moosomin and 
surrounding areas.”

The Moosomin Dairy Queen was another business who 
had an excellent year for sales, topping the 600-burger 
mark with their Bacon Two Cheese Deluxe. This offering 
is a cheeseburger topped with Applewood smoked bacon, 
tomato, onion, lettuce, pickles, ketchup and mayo. What 
really made this year’s burger unique was a size for every 
appetite, available in single, double, and triple patty. 

A new face to the Burger Week adventure is Skout 
Brewing Co., who offered a trio of sliders made with “a 
savoury blend of beef, pork, and our Lights Out Porter 
beer.” The sliders were served on a handmade pretzel bun 

with lettuce, Applewood smoked cheddar, crispy onions, 
and a side of creamy beer cheese sauce for dipping.

“We don't have a full kitchen set up over at the brew-
ery, we just have a partial so we weren't able to produce 

happen,” explained Aaron Grandguillot, owner of Skout 
Brewing. “My wife made the buns homemade, I made the 
burgers using a recipe we make at home, we put it to-
gether, and it turned out pretty well, I think!”

Patrons agreed, as 250 orders of sliders were made 
through the week and nearly doubled typical weekly 
sales numbers. 

to our menu full time because of the extra effort we had 
to put in to make it work,” Grandguillot admitted. “But 

-
sion to our menu, knowing that people like the burgers. It 
was a lot of fun, but also I was happy when the week was 
over because it was a lot of work!”

The long days would not dissuade Grandguillot from 
participating next year.

participate again, because I expected February to be kind 
of a quiet month, especially with the bitter cold,” Grand-
guillot explained. “But like I said, for that two weeks, we 
actually did above average during the week and pretty 

us through with what traditionally would be a tough 
month.”

The promotion also brought some new faces out to 
Skout Brewing, hopefully translating into more regular 
customers.

“We don't typically offer a burger, but now we have a 
bit of data to show if we ever did renovate our kitchen 
and we're able to do it on a more permanent basis, it 
seems like we've got enough customers who'd be inter-
ested in what we make that it could work,” Grandguillot 
said. “It's an interesting test case, at the very least.”

Ultimately, the the bragging rights for this year’s tasti-
est burger was decided by the people through a vote, 
with the top restaurant winning a prize as well. Receiv-
ing the most votes this year was the Fleming Windsor 
Bar & Grill, followed by the Cork & Bon Bistro, and the 
Red Barn rounding out the 
top three.

Over 4,200 burgers sold during Burger Week
Biggest burger week ever with more than 1,400 burgers sold than last year

WSA releases Ag Water Stewardship Policy
Continued from page 28

“There’s room to V-ditch, 
absolutely, but let’s keep 
some wetlands in place,” 
said Tendler, who added 
that producers are in fa-
vour of keeping those wet-
land acres. “We actually 
just completed a wetland 
inventory for the major-
ity of the province, and 
it’s been really interesting 
to see the results of that. 
We’ve found that 86 per 
cent of wetlands in Sas-
katchewan right now are 
undrained. I think it re-
ally speaks to the role that 
Saskatchewan producers 
have played. They’re the 
caretaker of the major-
ity of those wetlands, and 
they’re choosing to keep 
them and be the stewards 
of them.”

Continued 
maintenance

Another large compo-
nent of the policy is sus-
taining those wetlands for 
future generations, which 
is where the ‘research and 
monitoring’ portion comes 
into play. 

“We’ve established 10 
indicators that we’re going 
to be tracking over the next 
number of years that will 
help us understand how 
the policy is being imple-
mented and whether it’s 
effective in achieving what 
it set out to do,” Tendler 
said.

Some factors that will be 
taken into account include 
the number of wetlands 
staying on the landscape, 
water quality, habitat, and 

compliance with condi-
tions of approvals.

“Some of that $1 million 
will help support that type 
of monitoring,” Tendler 

towards more of a forward-
looking approach. There’s 
still things we don’t know 
about drainage and agri-
culture water management 
in the Saskatchewan con-
text. In other jurisdictions, 
they’ve been doing this 
for 100 years; in Saskatch-
ewan, we’re really just, I’d 
say, at the start of what 
could happen.”

Through continued re-
search, the WSA seeks to 
answer questions of how 
to better manage wa-
ter quality, what can be 
learned from the econom-
ics of drainage, and how to 
advance projects in a way 
that improves a commu-
nity-level outcome. The 

research will be uniquely 

done in partnership with 
stakeholders and land-
owners.

One challenge has been 
coming up with a docu-
ment that integrates quite 
different situations across 
the province. 

“That was one of our 
key focuses in design-
ing this particular policy 
was, how do you design 
a policy that can kind of 
consider those regional 
differences?” Tendler said. 
“We don’t want a ‘one size 

something that’s tailored 
to each particular area of 
the province. The policy 

-
ible by those regions.”

Through this regional 
approach, a baseline wet-
lands retention goal of 40 
per cent (and up to 60 per 

cent where required) was 
set to protect important 
water sources.

The policy came into ef-
fect on Jan. 30 for all proj-

ects that have yet to enter 
the drainage approval pro-
cess. After Jan. 1, 2026, all 
projects will be required to 
retain wetlands.
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Brimners Maverick 21M
Feb 15, 2024 // BW 81 lb // WW 750 lb

SPARROWS HENDRICKS 278K X SPARROWS ELDORADO 361L
CE: 11.7 // BW -4.2 // WW 49 // YW 101 // M 10

Brimners Major 23M
Feb 2, 2024 // BW 100 lb // 900 lb WW // Homo Polled

CEDARLEA HILTON 240H X BAR J TROJAN 68X
CE: 4.3 // BW: -0.1 // WW: 61 // YW: 109 // Milk: 28

Homo polled, stout, clean made with that length of body 
and haircoat you are looking for in your next herdbull. 

Brimners Maestro 34M 
Feb 17, 2024 // 90 lb BW // 780 lb WW // Homo Polled

SPARROWS HENDRICKS 278K X SOS GAME OF THRONES 98D
CE: 10.6 // BW: -2.5// WW: 49 // YW: 97 // Milk: 16

Heavy haired, high performing Hendricks son with a 
negative BW EPD. 

Brimners Maguire 111M 

A
 Sam

ple of the 10 P
urebred 

C
harolais H

eifers Selling

Mar 2, 2024 • 85 lb BW • 720 lb WW • Hetero Polled
C2 JOSE 10J X HTA BATMAN 836F

CE: 11.2 // BW: -3.1 // WW: 56 // YW: 102 // Milk: 26 
Herd bull alert! This March born bull has a balanced 
set of EPDs, is loose made, masculine and demands 

attention.  

Sale Managed By:
Jon: 306-807-8424

Brimner Cattle Co
Kelly, Tracy, William & Wyatt Brimner

Kelly: 306-577-7689
William: 306-575-7697

Brimner Cattle Co. Ltd.

Online Bidding Available

Brimners Mufasa 62M

Feb 23, 2024 • 90 lb BW • 780 lb WW • Homo Polled
SPARROWS HENDRICKS 278K X SOS GAME OF THRONES 98D

CE: 12.1 // BW: -3.3 // WW: 47 // YW: 96 // Milk: 17 
End of February Hendricks son with a negative BW 

EPD, modest 90 lb birthweight and lots of hair.

Brimners Mind Bender 61M

Feb 23, 2024 • 95 lb BW • 930 lb WW • Homo Polled
CEDARLEA HILTON 204H X PLEASANTDAWN INFUSION413A

CE: 4.5 // BW: -0.3 // WW: 66 // YW: 117 // Milk: 33 
Negative birthweight, stout, masculine herd bull with 

lots of hair and performance.

GBR Destiny 169M 

Mar 14, 2024 // Polled
CEDARLEA HILTON 204H X HTA TANDEM 535C

CE: 2.4 // BW:0.4 // WW: 55 // YW: 107 // Milk: 21 
Right from the top of the replacement heifer pen and 
a sample of the quality it consists of! This heifer is a 
deep, long bodied, smooth made, attractive Hilton 

daughter. 

This Sale is Worth the Wait!
Stop in to tour the bull pen!
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Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave • Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

*Offer available March 1, 2025-June 30, 2025. Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing 

and rebates in CAD dollars. Additional fees including, but not limited to, taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through 

DLL or Sheffield using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customcts must take delivery prior to the end of the 

program period. Some customers will not quality. Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prier purchases are not eligible. Offer valid 

only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only. 

6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CX10, CX20, DK10, D20, NS and NX model K001 tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 

2016-June 30, 2025. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. 2025 Kioti Tractor Company 

Division of Daedong CANADA, Inc.

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK/Virden, MB  •  306-434-6909

CONTACT MATT OR JEFF  AT
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision 
Farming Displays

Autosteer 
Systems

Application
Control Systems
And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

Air Seeder and Sprayer Upgrades

Air Seeder and Sprayer UpgradesAir Seeder and Sprayer Upgrades
Technology upgrades available for air seeders include: blockage and 

fl ow monitoring kits, full liquid and NH3 dis-
tribution and sectional control kits, ISOBUS 
product control upgrade kits, HD camera sys-
tems, implement guidance and more!

Technology upgrades available for sprayers 
include: boom recirculation kits, PWM noz-
zle control systems, automatic boom height 
control systems, camera VR and spot spray 
systems, upgraded sprayer tips, guidance and 
steering upgrades and more!

Canada’s Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Law-
rence MacAulay and Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister 
Daryl Harrison have announced continued funding and 
commitment through the 2025 Crop Insurance Program, 
administered by the Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Cor-
poration (SCIC). 

“Our business risk management programs are a pro-

their operation," MacAulay said. "Our government is 
pleased to partner with Saskatchewan to make sure pro-
ducers have access to the support they need, when they 
need it.”

“SCIC’s Business Risk Management programs remain 
strong and are here for Saskatchewan producers when 
they have challenging times," Harrison said. "The Crop 
Insurance Program offers producers the security they 
need, no matter what 2025 may have in store. I encourage 
all Saskatchewan producers to take a proactive approach 

-
erage and costs within the program to further mitigate 
their risks.”

SCIC’s existing suite of Business Risk Management 
programs continues to demonstrate support for Saskatch-
ewan producers. Over the last four years, the Crop Insur-
ance Program paid approximately $7 billion in claims, 

continues to be a sound program, with premiums set to 
ensure the long-term sustainability of the program. A 
combination of Crop Insurance premium and govern-
ment funds, along with private reinsurance, is in place to 
ensure the program remains stable. Funds are managed 
to build premium reserves in good production years, in 

-
lenging ones. Premiums are cost-shared 60 per cent by 
federal and provincial governments and 40 per cent by 
producers.

Administration costs are fully funded by federal and 
provincial governments. 

Trusted and relevant partnerships ensure the Crop In-
surance Program remains innovative and responsive for 
Saskatchewan producers. SCIC collaborates regularly 
with industry groups to support farmers and ranchers, 

assisting with overall direction of policy and program 
offerings. Work continues developing future opportuni-
ties to enhance support for the livestock sector. SCIC is 
evaluating new remote sensing technologies to measure 
soil moisture and plant growth, to evaluate potential im-
provements to forage and pasture insurance. This focus 
will ensure forage insurance is relevant and accessible for 
Saskatchewan livestock producers.

“We appreciate the continued focus and work on for-
age insurance,” Saskatchewan Cattle Association (SCA) 
Chair Chad Ross said. “We are directly involved with the 
National Forage Working Group. Throughout the 2025 

producer feedback and understanding is critical in pro-
gram design and acceptance.”

“This continued work on forage insurance has poten-

tial to improve the program for livestock producers,” Sas-
katchewan Stock Grower’s Association (SSGA) President 
Jeff Yorga said. “We look forward to our ongoing involve-
ment at the national level, to ensure Saskatchewan pro-
ducers have access to a variety of insurance options. We 
are hopeful, continued work throughout 2025, will bring 
it all together as another viable positive outcome for risk 
management programming.”

March 31, 2025, is the deadline for Saskatchewan pro-
ducers to apply, reinstate or cancel their Crop Insurance 
contract. Producers must select their insured crops and 
coverage levels or make additional changes by this date. 

changes or options will remain the same as the previous 
year. 

Continued on page 34 

Governments announce continued commitment 
through 2025 Crop Insurance Program
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Inspect and bid on a huge selection of farm equipment, trucks, real estate 
and more at upcoming unreserved auctions.

Our wide selection of farm equipment can help you spring into #plant25

For complete listings, scan the QR code below to 
see our Spring Auction Guide, or download it at 

rbauction.com/farming

The Right 
Gear for 
Your 
Growth

Cow-BoysCow-Boys

MarchMarch

ConsignorsConsignors

ANGUS

BULL SALE

19
2PM TAYLOR AUCTIONS
MELITA, MANITOBA

LIVE ONLINE AUCTION THROUGH DLMS
SALES CONSULTANT CASTLEROCK MARKETING

Tyler and Rheanne Dekeyser
306-840-7701
Redvers, SK

Tony & Jody Dekeyser
204-264-0270
Medora, MB
email: ramrod@xplornet.ca

Jeff & Nancy Fraser
204-522-5964
Melita, MB

Dustin and Kyla Finkle 
306-840-7188
Redvers, SK

RAMROD WEST

RAMROD CATTLE CO.

FRASER FARMS

DUSTY HOLLOW ANGUS

Governments announce 
continued commitment 

through 2025 
Crop Insurance Program

Continued from page 33
Every growing season is unpredictable. Producers are encouraged to plan and update 

their coverage yearly, based on the needs of their operation. A suite of Business Risk 
Management Programs offers options to help producers navigate uncertainties, mitigate 
risk and secure the future of their operation. In addition to Crop Insurance, producers 
can consider AgriStability, Livestock Price Insurance and the Wildlife Damage Compen-

1-888-935-0000 or visit: scic.ca.
Crop Insurance is a federal-provincial-producer cost-shared program that helps pro-

ducers manage production and quality losses. Support for the program is provided by 
the governments of Canada and Saskatchewan under the Sustainable Canadian Agricul-
tural Partnership (Sustainable CAP).
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BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM

INITIATIVE REPORTER
A name familiar to many 

in Saskatchewan agricul-
ture has been appointed 
to the Senate of Canada. 
Todd Lewis was one of 
three newly appointed in-

vacancies at the house. The 
Governor General, Her Ex-
cellency the Right Honour-
able Mary Simon, appoint-
ed Lewis along with retired 

Martine Hébert from Que-
bec.

“Congratulations to Mr. 

Mr. Lewis on their appoint-
ment as Parliament’s new-
est independent senators,” 
said Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau when the appoint-
ment occurred on February 
7. “Their broad range of 
experience will be a great 

tinue to be strong voices 
for their communities.”

There have been 93 Sen-
ate appointments under 
the Trudeau government.

peers is to examine and re-
vise legislation, investigate 
national issues, and repre-
sent the interests of their 
respective regions.

Long-time volunteer
Lewis is a fourth-genera-

tion producer on the family 
farm (established in 1904) 
located near the hamlet of 

Along with his wife Terry, 
brother Rod, and nephew 

grain operation thriving.
A long-time advocate in 

the province’s agriculture 
industry, Lewis is currently 

the Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture and a member 
of the Canadian National 
Railway Agricultural Ad-
visory Council. Added to 
that, Lewis is a past-pres-
ent of the Agricultural 
Producers Association of 

Saskatchewan, and served 
on many committees in-
cluding the Saskatchewan 
Chamber of Commerce 
Environment Committee, 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada’s Crop Logistics 

Grains Research Founda-
tion, and the Provincial 
Water Advisory Group. 

“We’re pretty excited and 

proud when we heard that 

Prybylski, APAS president. 

reputation at APAS and the 
CFA, good for Saskatche-
wan, but it’s good for Can-

an incredible individual 
with and incredible mind 
in recognizing issues and 
how they affect everything, 
every aspect around it.”

Prybylski sees Lewis’ ap-
pointment to Senate as an 
opportunity to “implement 
some change for the better-
ment of everybody.”

“Anytime we can repre-
sent producers, it’s only a 

the province as a whole,” 
he said.

At the more local level, 
Lewis has been on council 

more than 20 years, cur-

Reeve.
The World-Spectator in-

terviewed Lewis last week:

How does a Saskatch-
ewan farmer become ap-
pointed to the Senate of 
Canada?

Continued on page 40 

Ag advocate Todd Lewis appointed to senate

Todd Lewis was appointed to the senate on Feb. 7.
Michelle Belle photo
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It’s Valentine’s Day as I write this particular column 
and it is, apparently, bitterly cold on the Saskatchewan/
Manitoba prairies. Just how many days in February can 
it continually and consecutively be cold? Apparently a 
lot!

I have to be upfront though. I have escaped the cold 
for a handful of weeks and I can’t say I am missing any 
of that nasty weather at all and despite the feelings on 
‘either side of the fence,’ (as in Canadian/American bor-
der), we are surrounded by U.S. neighbours more inter-
ested in making us feel at home than anything else, no 
political puns of any kind intended.

As it was, earlier this afternoon, I was happily brows-
ing the aisles of my favourite southern craft store when 
I became part (teeny-tiny part) of a certain gentleman’s 
Valentine’s surprise planning moment (and to be clear, 
not my gentleman). As I browsed along, I looked at wall 
décor, material (for my granddaughter who has taken 
up sewing), the craft supplies, the outdoor décor and 
on and on. When I paused near a particular wall sign 
and contemplated whether it would work in my laun-
dry room, a fellow at least 25 years my junior asked me 
which tea-lights (battery-operated) he should get and 
then he explained: “The house will be totally darkened 
when my wife gets home tonight,” he explained. “I will 
have little candles all the way down the hallway with 

concluded.
Hubby had joined me by this time just as I suggested 

the package of white lights, all 18 of them, was a better 
choice (in my mind) than the eight off-white colored tea 
lights. I am pretty sure hubby was thinking this fellow 
was really going above and beyond – except for the fake 
rose petals. He may even have been thinking, ‘wow, why 
didn’t I think of that?’ although I doubt it, lol. Just may-
be, he may have wondered why the ‘younger’ fellow 
was asking someone so old as I. Let’s hope hubby had 
better sense than to think that.

As it was, the fellow headed off down the aisle, quickly 

check out. Hubby and I continued our ‘wall sign’ search 
which would take the better part of an hour because I 
am seriously slow at making decisions, something that I 
never ever did that day. An hour later as we searched for 
fabric for our granddaughter, Kamryn, particularly the 
kind that would make great wheat bags, hubby says out 
of the blue, “Don’t you think buying even one real rose 
and spreading real rose petals down the hall would be 
better than fake ones?” he asks me. Uh-huh! Told you! 
Kudos to the man who had no idea he would become 
part of the beginning of an ag column. 

Though we have left the farm far behind, some 2,000 
miles behind in fact, hubby is still keeping in touch with 
the folks at the inland terminal and checking to see if any 
of his targets triggered. He has our oldest granddaugh-
ter check bins temps and there is seldom a day that goes 

by that he isn’t thinking, planning or wondering about 
something on the farm, one that is no doubt buried un-
der two or three feet of snow. In January, hubby took to 
cleaning wheat in our garage, claiming my workbench 
in the garage in order to give the young gal with the sew-

venture. I was pretty proud of her for setting that little 
sewing machine up the day after Christmas and sewing 
up a storm. 

Seeing Kamryn at her little sewing machine remind-
ed me that I tried sewing. Once. My heart wasn’t in it 

was forced (okay, maybe that makes it sound like abuse 
which it really wasn’t) to take crocheting, cooking and 
sewing classes. All I ever wanted was to take carpentry 
but, no, they said. Sewing will be so much more fun they 
said. Long story short, I got an amazing 99% on the dress 
“I” sewed one weekend at home, thanks to my seam-
stress mom who sewed the project while I worked out-
doors with the cattle.

As I work on this column, I am really missing seeing 
the grands competing in their sport of choice, hockey, 

-
ing spending time with the kids in general. And missing 
4-H speeches and dance recital once again. Our noon 
hours here in Palm Springs are pretty quiet in compari-
son to home where we make lunch for the kids and their 
friends who come over from school. One thing is sure, 
we are really looking forward to resuming those lunch 
hours when we get back home. Maybe we’ll hear some 

Although we have missed lots of winter activities with 
the kids, we were able to enjoy an afternoon or two of 
tobogganing before we left and we did start day one of 
our holiday just over the border watching our youngest 
grandson (11) play hockey. We told his parents not to tell 

-
nitely just that! Hayden didn’t notice us in the stands 

what seemed like a dance to the music before puck-drop. 
“Coach Dad might have some words for him after the 
game,” said our daughter, shaking her head. We loved it 
all, including the expressive way he moved to the beat of 
the music on. We shared in his excitement later when he 
received the MVP award. 

Later, as Hayden joined his team for supper and we 
sat with his parents away from the group but in the 
same restaurant, our son-in-law predicted exactly what 
and how Hayden would order supper. “He’ll ask for 
fries, but extra crispy,” said Hayden’s dad. “Then he’ll 
ask for Pepsi to drink and they’ll say, ‘Coke okay?’ and 
he’ll say, ‘No, just bring me a chocolate milk if you don’t 
have Pepsi.” A little later, Hayden came over to our table 
to say he had ordered his supper. “What did you order 
for supper,” his dad asked. “Fries, but extra crispy,” was 
the answer. Score one for dad! “Did you order Pepsi?” 
his dad continued. “Yeah, but they only have Coke so I 
ordered chocolate milk.” Ahhh, score 2 for Dad. Hayden 
returned to his team’s tables and our son-in-law gri-
maced, saying, “He is such a Beutler.” It has a lot to do 
with the Pepsi thing. Us Beutlers aren’t so particular 
about our fries.

It’s really interesting when you are enjoying 27C days 
as opposed to let’s say, hauling grain in the minus 30’s 
or feeding or calving cows in the minus 40’s. We watch 
the weather at home of course because what farmer 
wouldn’t when he is away from the farm, right? One 
cold Saskatchewan Saturday morning, (as I lounged on 
my patio, loving the 22C morning where I am staying), 
I once again reminded one of the twins (13) to watch his 
previously frostbitten cheek if he was going to spend 
any amount of time outdoors. “Oh Grandma, it won’t 
freeze in the curling rink!” was the response from the 
young man of few words. As it was, the twins and their 
team won bronze in 4-H curling and we were so proud! 
Meanwhile, it’s back to the life on the farm for them after 
a busy weekend of curling. Too bad the forecast for the 
week off from school didn’t look more promising.

One of the things I did before I left home was to make 
sure to double pay all my bills to cover the time I would 
be away. Needless to say I was a bit surprised to get an 
email from Sk Tel Mobility saying I needed to pay my 

then I checked my bank account where it was apparent I 
had paid either the landline phone bill twice or the mo-
bility bill twice and one of them, not at all. I made a quick 
call and since it was the $50/month landline bill I had 
waaaay overpaid as opposed to the more costly mobility 
bill, I asked if they would transfer the money over to the 
mobility account. ‘No can do,’ was the response. “Okay 
then,” I said, “just refund the large amount I paid on the 
landline account and I will pay the mobility online.” ‘No 
can do,’ was the response, ‘we don’t do refunds.’

                                                        Continued on page 40 

Just how long can a February cold stretch last?



March 2025 Plain and Valley 37

February 2023 • Volume 15 Number 2

Plain and Valley is published by McKay Publications 
Ltd., Box 250, 714 Main Street, Moosomin SK S0G 
3N0.

Plain and Valley is delivered to post office boxes 
across Southeast Saskatchewan and southwest Mani-
toba.

Canada Post Customer Number 2116693.
Canada Post Contract Number 40011909.

Canada Post employees: As a community newspa-

per, Plain and Valley can be delivered into all post of-

fice boxes, not just those that have opted to receive 

flyers in the Consumers’ Choice program.

Contact us
At Plain and Valley, we want to hear from you! Email 

world_spectator@sasktel.net, call (306) 435-2445, fax 
(306) 435-3969, or write to us at Box 250, Moosomin, 
Sask, S0G 3N0.

Advertising options
Plain and Valley reaches households across southeast 

Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba. We also offer 
classified and display advertising in the weekly World-
Spectator, career and classified advertising across Sas-
katchewan, and blanket classified advertising across 
Canada.

Printing services
From business cards and brochures to hockey pro-

grams and event programs, to vinyl banners, coroplast 
signs and ACM signs, we can print it all!

Deadlines
Deadline for the Plain and Valley is 5 p.m. Wednesday 

for the following week’s issue.

Online access
All issues of Plain and Valley are available online at 

www.plainandvalley.com 

Kevin Weedmark Publisher • Kara Kinna Editor
Margaret Iturralde Administrative and Editorial Assistant • Nicole Taylor • Shellie Silverthorn Sales and Community Reporter

Jacqui Harrison • Olha Volokh • Neethu Thomas Design and Layout
Ashley Bochek • Ryan Kiedrowski • Shayna Zubko • Ed James • Donna Beutler Reporters

Kelsey Selby • Ed James • Angela Ulrich Reporters
Joey Light • Student employee

Continued from Page 4
Prior to the Moosomin airport being an option, planes 

would land in Virden—meaning longer service times.
“The plane would land, the personnel would get off into 

the ambulance, they would drive to Moosomin, take charge 
of the patient, stabilize them, and then drive back to Vird-
en,” St. Onge said.

Another huge factor in transporting patients is weather 
conditions, and the day that the two planes landed in Moo-
somin, road conditions were poor through many parts of 
southern Saskatchewan. The blowing snow did not affect 
the airport runway, which was by design as St. Onge point-
ed out. Moosomin is a 13/31 runway, which is the direction 
in which planes land—130º and 310º on a compass dial—or 
southeast and northwest.

“The wind just blows straight down that runway, so 

do on the highways,” he said. “So on that particular day, 
despite the highways being bad, our runway was actually 
pretty darn good. It was just the lay of the land.”

A huge help in maintaining the runway has been the use 
of a tractor and skid steer—part of a recent donation from 
Rocky Mountain Equipment.

“Now we’ve got the tractor with a front-mounted snow 
blower on it, and we’re able to push the snow back a tre-
mendous way, and the drifts are not building up anymore,” 
St. Onge said.

When seconds count
When it comes to medical transfers, every minute is of vi-

tal importance. St. Onge used the example of an emergency 
medical transfer by ground ambulance to Saskatoon from 
Moosomin, which also requires the presence of a physician.

“One doctor has to go with that ambulance all the way 
there and then come back, and they’re out of the commu-
nity for about 12 hours,” he said.

While a ground trip from Moosomin to Saskatoon can 
take 4.5 hours, by air the time is 50 minutes.

“I have no doubt that we already have saved lives,” 
-

cause you got a sore arm, right? You’re leaving because 
you are critical.”

Future plans
Last September, an electrical tender went out for the 

installation of lighting at the airport. Despite being ex-
tended twice, by Nov. 7, 2024, a suitable offer could not 
be obtained. Quotes that did come in were over $1 mil-
lion, which was too high.

“They would have eaten up every dollar we had and 
more just to put in lights, so we said no, and we’re going 
to re-evaluate what we need and how to do it,” St. Onge 
said, adding that the temporary lighting that currently 
serves the airport cost around $10,000. 

Beyond a permanent lighting solution, a terminal 
building, and a hangar building to accommodate indoor 
patient transfers is something St. Onge says “would be 
heaven to have right now.”

“The other night, the windchill would have been -40ºC 
when that air ambulance came in out of Winnipeg at one 
in the morning,” he said. “The wind was howling, there 
was an extreme cold weather warning out there, and all 
of these people are on the apron transferring somebody 
from a ground ambulance to an air ambulance, so you 
have to cover them because the IV lines freeze.”

A building that could allow transfer of patients in a 
warm environment protected from the elements may be 
further into future planning, but also an extremely im-
portant goal.

Dreaming even further
St. Onge estimates logging 30 hours a week working 

on the project, which increased rapidly since paving the 
runway last year.

“Initially, all we had is one job to do, we needed to 
haul gravel,” he said. “Once we’ve done that, then we 
needed to clear off some dirt. And once we’ve done that, 
we needed to make a runway. As soon as the pavement 
went down, now it turned into 100 things—we’ve got 
to get lights up, we’ve got to get electricity, and we’ve 
got to get some buildings put up. We’ve got to paint the 
lines on the runway. All of a sudden, it went from a lin-
ear fashion and just exploded into 100 things that need 
doing!”

The added workload is a pleasant burden the commit-
tee is pleased to have as it equates to more growth. In see-
ing the initial fruits of their labours come to fruition, it’s 
easy to dream about what the future may hold and the 
possibilities the airport can offer. One example St. Onge 
described was how a business in Estevan was able to hot-
shot a needed part for their inventory from their location 
in Moosomin via air, the whole round trip taking around 
two hours.

“From the business side and from the medical side, all 

of those possibilities are there now,” St. Onge said.
-

nancial commitments from more than 50 entities includ-
ing the provincial government, Nutrien, local municipal-
ities, the business community, and private individuals. 
Last summer, the 5,000x75’ paved runway plus taxiway 
and apron were completed. Fixed wing air ambulances 
began landing in Moosomin in July, 2024, initially only 
during daylight hours, then advancing to 24-hours in 
October.

Moosomin airport playing crucial
role in air ambulance transfers
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Continued from page 9
“I am proud to be Master of Ceremonies 

for this event,” Weedmark said. “I know just 
how important Ronald McDonald House 
Charities is to Saskatchewan. I have spoken 
to so many people in rural Saskatchewan 
who have benefited from Ronald McDonald 
House in Saskatoon and every one of them 
speaks so highly of what it meant to stay in 
a home-like atmosphere with other families 
going through the same thing and offering 
support.

“I know the Ronald McDonald House in 
Regina will make a difference as well.

“So many who have benefitted from Ron-
ald McDonald House want to give back. 
Just in the last couple of weeks, I have seen 
two people from my area give back for the 
support they received at Ronald McDonald 
House. Chris MacPherson of Wapella had 
a herd dispersal sale and donated the pro-
ceeds of two heifers to Ronald McDonald 
House Charities, and raised $14,500, and 
right now Summer Heide of Moosomin has 
an online auction going on that has brought 
in $4,500 so far.

“That shows just how important Ronald 
McDonald House Charities is to Saskatch-
ewan, when you see that kind of support.”

“I am absolutely thrilled that Saskatch-
ewan families will now have the option of 
staying at a Ronald McDonald House when 
they come to Regina seeking medical care 
for their children,” said Saskatchewan’s 
Minister of Health, Jeremy Cockrill at the 
announcement.

“During a very stressful time in their 
lives, families will know that they can rely 
on the Ronald McDonald House. They can 
count on an affordable place where they feel 
welcomed and cared for while their child 
is undergoing medical treatments. In Janu-
ary, I was able to tour the Ronald McDonald 
House in Saskatoon, and I so appreciate the 
great work they are doing, their fundrais-
ing efforts so far, and their commitment to 
improving the health and well-being of chil-
dren.”

The Jim Pattison Children’s Hospital 
in Saskatoon is the hub for paediatric and 
maternal care in Saskatchewan, and Regina 
General Hospital is also a focus point for 
highly specialized maternal and children’s 
programming in the province.

“A Ronald McDonald House in Regina 
will make a huge difference to families with 
sick kids who need to travel for treatment,” 
said Cockrill. “Parents and grandparents 
know how important it is to be there for 
your children when they are going through 
something incredibly difficult. That’s really 
what this is all about, families being able 
to be together when facing challenges. The 
Ronald McDonald House in Saskatoon has 
enabled that for so many families already. 
We all have stories of people we know in 
our own communities who have stayed at 
a Ronald McDonald House. This expansion 
is going to amplify the amount of stories 
like that, where we can make sure families 
are together. Thank you Ronald McDonald 
House Charities for your work already, and 
the work that you are going to do here in 
Regina, we look forward to being a part of 
that.”

“What a truly historic moment in time,” 
said CEO of Ronald McDonald House Char-
ities (RMHC) of Saskatchewan, Tammy For-
rester. “Ronald McDonald House Regina 
has been imagined now for three decades, 
and here we stand today on the cusp of 
making this reality.

“Communication dates back to 1995, 
when conversations first began about a 
Regina house. Then, over the decades in 
between, other factors, changes, and de-
velopments hijacked those intentions. A 
provincial children’s hospital for Saskatoon 
was announced. Expansion to the Saskatoon 
house was imperative that we would be able 
to support the provincial children’s hospi-
tal. A family room space to enhance the 
services in the Prince Albert Victoria Hos-
pital was then announced, then there was 
a slow build back of services after a world-
wide pandemic, but long-term vision, and 
sightlines have persisted, and we are now 
perfectly timed and situated for the Regina 
house to become a reality.”

Forrester says this donation is the first 
from the province of Saskatchewan to Ron-
ald McDonald House Charities Saskatch-
ewan.

“In the year of Ronald McDonald House 
Charities Saskatchewan’s 40th anniversary, 

we are able to celebrate this growth and ex-
pansion into Regina to serve families in the 
south. Today we celebrate this monumental 
investment from the province of Saskatch-
ewan who are joining forces with the com-
munity, to make this house a reality. We are 
truly and sincerely grateful,” said Forrester.

The investment into the capital build in 
Regina will provide support to another 824 
families each year in a 20-room house that 
will be located close to the Regina hospital, 
near to the Wascana Rehabilitation Centre. 
Families traveling from southern Saskatch-
ewan, and other parts of the province to Re-
gina for medical care can stay at the house 
where they will receive wrap-around family 
centred care, which includes accommoda-
tion, meals, family programs and emotional 
support. The design includes 20 bedrooms, 
a children’s playroom, outdoor play space 
and communal kitchen.

“RMHC is lifting the financial burden 
that families carry when dealing with a sick 
child and saving families millions of dol-
lars in out-of-pocket expenses each year. 
This is a true investment into family centred 
care, where families have a  place to stay 
together, and share the burdens they carry 
with others in similar circumstances,” said 
Forrester. “Where healing happens around 
a dining room table, over a hot cup of coffee 
and a homemade meal, through quiet con-
versation, and a safe environment families 
call home.

“It’s unimaginable for a family to leave a 
child in the hospital and be that far away. 
Staying in the house, that’s just going to be 
blocks from the Regina General Hospital, al-
leviates that pressure. If something were to 

happen in the middle of the night, you are 
just blocks away from your child. It allevi-
ates that mental burden, but it also alleviates 
that financial burden. That financial burden 
is absolutely debilitating for many families.”

Forrester said one family from Kamsack, 
Sask. has been staying at the  Saskatoon 
house for 421 nights. “There is not anyone in 
Saskatchewan who can put up hotel rooms 
and dining out and parking passes and the 
burden of a 421 night stay so that your child 
can receive proper access to healthcare. This 
is what the Regina house is going to do. It’s 
going to alleviate that for our southern Sas-
katchewan families. 

“This investment into the Regina house 
will provide better access to care for all Sas-
katchewan families. We express deep grati-
tude today for a community of support and 
this historic investment from the province of 
Saskatchewan.”

The government’s commitment has 
brought RMHC to within over 80 per cent 
of their fundraising goal for the new Ronald 
McDonald House in Regina.

“We are not quite there yet, and we as a 
community can get it across the finish line,” 
said Forrester. “As we celebrate this pro-
vincial gift, I also ask you to consider how 
you too can invest in supporting families 
in a difficult situation they never thought 
they would be in. By supporting this house 
project in Regina, you will be supporting 
a friend, a family member, someone from 
your community, a neighbour. You are in-
vited to take the journey with us, we still 
have a few miles to go.”

“I want to thank everyone here. I want 

to thank the province of Saskatchewan for 
this historic donation,” said Craig Lothian, 
co-chair of RMHC Saskatchewan fundrais-
ing campaign, who credits part of the cam-
paign’s success to the good fortune his fami-
ly has had in the Saskatchewan oil industry. 
Lothian is from Carlyle, and his family has 
donated $1 million to RMHC for the new 
house in Regina.

“I think it’s a message worth repeating 
because I’d like to think the 400,000-gross-a-
day of oil production in Saskatchewan had 
a big part, or at least some part in the gov-
ernment’s ability to give $6.5 million dollars 
to this program. It’s certainly the reason 
why we were able to write a million dollar 
cheque to this program,” said Lothian. 

“Without that industry, we wouldn’t be 
here today, and I don’t know if the govern-
ment would be making this announcement. 
I think it’s really important for this particu-
lar house because the people who are going 
to use this aren’t living in Regina. It’s the 
people that are in Estevan, Carlyle, Mooso-
min—communities in southern Saskatch-
ewan. Many of those are oil communities.

“We need to remember that it’s our in-
dustry, our economy that allows the private 
sector to make these donations. Especially 
at this particular time, the oil industry has 
been under attack for about eight years fed-
erally now. Everyone needs to remember 
that the industry is important, it’s these soft 
things that we do for the community, and 
I know that the Jim Pattinson Children’s 
Hospital, the donors that gave more than a 
million dollars to that facility were directly 
related to the oil industry. I’m taking a small 
bow on behalf of the people in the Saskatch-
ewan oil industry today, this is a fantastic 
project.”

“Our family experienced the power of the 
Ronald McDonald House first-hand,” said 
Craig Slobodian, a parent of a child who 
used Ronald McDonald House. “In 2017, 
me, my wife Tricia, and our two daughters 
were living a regular kind of life. Kids had 
activities and school, balancing work and 
family. This changed dramatically when 
our youngest child at age 13 was diagnosed 
with brain cancer. There was a tumour on 
her pituitary gland. We were able to com-
plete chemo in Regina. It was tough, but 
out daughter was tougher, and all together 
we completed the step. Next was radiation. 
Paediatric radiation is only offered in Sas-
katoon, so for seven weeks our family was 
split up. We finished radiation, and we are 
very happy to share that as of next month, 
we are seven years with no active disease.

“When we were living in Saskatoon, our 
family experienced the power of Ronald 
McDonald House. From the moment we 
walked in the door, we could feel the love. 
The love of the staff, the families, and, most 
importantly, the love that grows between 
the children.”

 The Saskatoon Ronald McDonald House 
is a 34-room house within walking distance 
from Saskatoon’s Royal University Hos-
pital, cancer clinic, and Jim Pattison Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Families from communi-
ties outside of Saskatoon who have a child 
receiving medical treatment are eligible to 
stay at the house for $10 per day. 

“Some families are there for days, weeks, 
months, some stay for over a year. Walk-
ing into Ronald McDonald house feels like 
a warm hug, it feels like home. It does not 
make the journey easy, but it does make it 
easier,” says Slobodian.

“Kids get involved in many different ac-
tivities at the house. You would see kids 
smiling, laughing, developing friendships, 
they were being kids. Our daughter never 
looked forward to her next procedure, treat-
ment, or test, but she always looked forward 
to Ronald McDonald House.”

Slobodian said that the Ronald McDon-
ald House comforts families with a taste of 
home. “The house gives families access to 
an incredible kitchen. It avoids the cost of 
eating out every day, it helps us stay healthy 
and focus on the journey ahead. Hotels have 
their place, but the sterile feel of a hotel does 
not help your mental health while you’re on 
your journey. The house helps you stay in 
a positive state of mind and this helps you 
fight your battle. Some families must quit 
their jobs while their children are receiving 
extended medical care. RMH relieves both 
the mental and financial pressure. We will 
always be grateful for Ronald McDonald 
House for all you have done for our family.”

Above from left: Fundraising 
campaign co-chair Craig Lothian, 
RMHC Saskatchewan CEO Tam-
my Forrester, RMHC ambassa-
dors Craig and Tricia Slobodian, 
and Saskatchewan Minister of 
Health Jeremy Cockrill. 

Right: Moosomin-Montmartre 
MLA Kevin Weedmark was master 
of ceremonies for the event where 
the announcement was made.

Province announces $6.5 million for
Ronald McDonald House in Regina

The sod turning for the new Regina location.
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Continued from page 35
Well, I’ve asked myself that a few times. 

All the time in my advocacy for agricul-
ture, I always try to be non-partisan and 
also respectful, and make the hard argu-
ments, but at the same time, don’t make 
them personal and do what was best for 
Saskatchewan agriculture, and Canadian 
agriculture as well. That has resonated 
with folks, and I certainly wasn’t expect-
ing this appointment to the Senate, but it 
is very much appreciated. It sure is a great 
opportunity and a real challenge going 
forward.

What will your new job entail? 
Just to get my feet wet in it now. I have 

appeared before Senate committees in the 
past on various bills, so it will be inter-
esting on the other side of the table. The 
Senate is a place where a lot of research 
gets done, the true house of “sober second 
thought.” When bills come through, it’s a 

to get their point across, about how a bill 
will affect their lives. I’m sure there’s go-
ing to be a big learning curve over the next 

out the true nuances of everything at the 
Senate. But so far so good, and I’m really 
quite looking forward to getting involved 
with what happens at the Senate.

There’s six senators from Saskatchewan, 
and I look forward to working with them. 
Senate is a very welcoming place, a num-
ber of senators have reached out and cer-
tainly the transition team they have there 

timer like me to get involved. Last week, 
I was in the in Ottawa for the FCC Farm-
ing for the Future event. I got a chance on 
Tuesday afternoon to go and get my secu-
rity clearance and tour the Senate and all 
those kind of things, and there will be ori-
entation next week. You get involved pret-
ty quickly, and it’s a very interesting time 
to be involved, of course, with anything 
in Ottawa with everything that’s going on 
with the upcoming election, and the Lib-
eral leadership, and certainly everything 
that’s going on internationally, with the 
tariffs and all those kind of things.

How important is it to have an agricul-
tural voice in the Senate? Are there many 
farmers sitting around that table?

As far as active farmers, Mary Robinson 
from Prince Edward Island—she has been 
in the Senate for a year. Senator Robert 
Black had an agriculture background in 
his career before the Senate, and he’s from 
Ontario. But from Western Canada, as far 
as a straight ag voice, it’s been a few years. 

I look forward to not only looking out 
for Saskatchewan producers, but West-

ern Canadian producers and agriculture 
in general across the country. It certainly 
is an interesting time and it’s nice to see 
some ag folks at the Senate because we’re 
so much a part of the overall economy, and 
for it to be recognized as a position in the 
Senate is really an honour and really an 
opportunity.

A lot of people just don’t realize the ac-
tivity that does happen, where our food 
comes from and how we produce it, and 
how good a job we do producing it. Not 
only good quality food, but the buzzword 
is always ‘sustainable agriculture,’ but re-
ally, in Saskatchewan, that’s what we do. 
In a lot of ways, over the number of years 
that I’ve farmed, the overall soil health 
and carbon management and all the buzz-
words that they talk about—well, that’s 
what Saskatchewan producers and ranch-
ers have been doing for the last number of 
decades. We really lead the world in it, so 
that viewpoint and information should be 

of the policy that comes out of Ottawa.

How much time will you be spending 
in Ottawa?

You don’t have to jump in right away, 
as far as moving to Ottawa or all that kind 
of thing. Very few of the senators do actu-
ally live in Ottawa, they have temporary 
accommodation. So that will be a learning 
curve as well. I’m fortunate, I wouldn’t 
have been able to spend so much time with 
APAS and the CFA if I didn’t have lots of 
support—my brother Rod and nephew 
Brendan, the work they do on the farm has 
certainly given me time to pursue some of 
these other things. That will certainly con-
tinue, and I hope to still be involved in the 
farm, but there will be less time at certain 
times of year, that’s for sure.

pointment?
A couple years ago, there was a call 

for applications, and you apply to an in-
dependent committee. There were some 
openings coming up with senators retir-
ing, it’s mandatory retirement at 75. I put 
the application in and never really heard 
anything about it.

Then about a month or so ago, I got a 
phone call from a gentleman if I was still 
interested in the application. I said I was, 
and really never thought much else of it. 
Then quite quickly, there was an inter-
view process with the Independent Senate 
Board, one thing led to another, and there 
was an interview over a Zoom call.

points you and I received a phone call 
from the prime minister at home, which is 
certainly something that doesn’t happen 

every day! I was asked if I would accept 
the position, and I said I would. Before 
the announcement is made, the Governor 
General signs off on it and then the Prime 
Minister announces it. There will be a 
swearing in ceremony that happens on the 

sitting. It’s a ceremonial part of a welcom-
ing to the Senate from the other senators, 
but it’s something that is kind of up in the 
air right now with the Liberal leadership 
that’s going on and who knows if the new 
prime minister will call an election right 
away, or they’ll come back for a couple 
days in March. It’s all part of the very in-
teresting times that we’re getting involved 
in. There’s lots of things to be determined 
for sure.

Do you think this will put the Hamlet 
of Gray on the map?

Gray has already been on the map many 
times! The Senate, when you do your of-

the RM of Lajord No. 128, which I’ve been 
a councillor there for 20 years, they see 
it recognized. But it would have been re-
ally neat to see ‘Todd Lewis of Gray, Sas-
katchewan!’ Lots of good curlers came out 
of Gray, lots of interesting people. It’s an 
honor and really humbling. I had so many 
calls, so many people congratulate me, 
and people in the agriculture industry and 
people involved with APAS, lots of old 
acquaintances. It’s a long way from Gray, 
Saskatchewan to Ottawa, that’s for sure!

Ag advocate Todd Lewis appointed to senate

Todd Lewis speaking at an event.

Continued from page 36
By this point, I was somewhat frustrat-

ed you might say. I went ahead and paid 
double my mobility bill online, knowing 
my landline was going to be all paid up 
for the rest of the year. After all, there 
could be worse things in life. Three days 
later, I received a text from Sk Tel Mobil-
ity saying it is important that I read my 
emails because this was their second time 
contacting me about my overdue mobili-
ty bill. Grrrrrrr. My second phone call to 
Sk Tel was met with. “So your landline 
account has a $500 credit and your mo-
bility bill has a $50 credit. The mobility 
bill shows payment received yesterday,” 
the gentleman told me. My one and only 
question was, “So why can’t you refund 
my landline overpayment to me?” And 
behold! The answer was, “No problem 
at all, ma’am. You will receive the refund 
cheque in about two weeks.” Frustration 
alleviated …. Though why I got two dif-

One of the things we love, love, love to 
do when we go south is to, with any luck 
at all, take in some concerts or comedy 
shows. We missed Leanne Morgan (co-
median) last year by a day but the year 
before saw one of the world’s top three 
tenor singers, David Phelps as well as the 
Blackwood Quartet. One year in Maui, we 
saw a poster in Lahaina saying Bill Eng-
val was going to be there the next night. 

Woo-hoo! We were so excited and really 
enjoyed the laugh-all-night-long evening.

One morning in Palm Springs, we 

ad for none other than Bill Engval in just a 
couple days’ time. What?! How did I not 
know before now, I wondered, just be-
fore booking our tickets. This will be one 
of the highlights of our vacation, I know. 
Maybe he will even bring Jeff Foxworthy 
along with him! Here’s your sign!!

As I close off (with the huge patio doors 
wide open long after sunset while the 
cold remains relentless at home), I am re-
minded that no matter where I am at any 
given moment, my heart still belongs to 
my home and my friends and family back 
home. And my cats of course. Hubby’s 
heart, generally speaking, belongs to the 
farm lol. He laughed when I told him that 
today. I get that he has so much invested 
in our agriculture operation and that he 
carries the load so I don’t fault him for 
having ‘the farm’ right up there at the top 
of his thoughts. Here’s to all our readers 
and friends in the ag industry who too are 
invested in this industry and who are al-
ways striving to make it one of the best 
businesses to be in. May you be able to 
say at the end of every day, “This is where 
I wanna be and what I wanna do!” Hap-
py farming, friends! Stay warm! The cold 
will break one of these days.

Just how long can a 
February cold stretch last?

SouthWest Bull Sale31
st

Saturday, April 12, 2025
Complimentary Beef on a Bun @ 12pm

@ Batho Farms Ltd.

Featuring:

Stop in for a visit anytime to view the bulls!

Annual

Video Sale starting @ 1pm

Red and Black Angus

Development Centre

3 3/4 miles south of Oak Lake, MB
on Lansdowne Road

View the sale catalogue online 
@ www.buyagro.com

Watch the videos 
@ www.southwestbulldevelopmentcentre.com

Albert: 204-748-7640      
Levi: 204-851-4515
Jay: 204-851-6134
Bob: 204-823-1693

Dylan: 204-245-0185      
Gerry: 204-741-0070
Ben: 204-741-0783
Johnny: 204-741-1177
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More laughs,
less lag.
With speeds up to 50 Mbps!

Everyone in your home can enjoy less buffering and 

less lag. So, whether you’re a gamer or a binge watcher, 

your interruptions won’t come from your Internet.

That means:

• Downloading games and movies with speeds up to 

50 Mbps*.

• Streaming movies and videos with unlimited usage 

and no overage fees.

• Watching on any device, anywhere in your home, 

with free in-home Wi-Fi.

sasktel.com/internet

*50 Mpbs download and 10 Mpbs upload speed available with interNET Extended 50. For availability, visit sasktel.com/availability.

For availability, visit sasktel.com/availability.

FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309

BY BETHANY LIPKA
BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE ANALYST WITH FCC

Canadian agriculture has been a driv-
ing force in global agricultural productiv-
ity growth for decades, thanks to plant 
science innovations. A recent report offers 
insights into the value that plant science 
innovations have had for Canada’s agri-
culture sector and the greater Canadian 
economy. 
Economic benefits of
plant science innovations

The value added of plant science inno-
vations in Canada has been substantial. In 
their report, Regulatory Impact Alterna-
tives Strategies (RIAS) estimates the fol-
lowing pre-farm, on-farm, and post-farm 

-
tions in 2023.
Pre-farm, crop protection and modern 

plant breeding sectors contributed over 
$3.5 billion in GDP and more than 23,000 
jobs to the Canadian economy.
On-farm, crop science innovations sup-

ported $14.6 billion dollars in farmgate 
revenues.
Post-farm, these innovations added 

$2.5 billion to Canadian wholesale trade 
GDP and generated close to 19,000 whole-
sale jobs. They contributed an estimated 
$9.1 billion in inputs to key domestic in-
dustries downstream of crop production – 
like grain and oilseed milling, and animal 
production. And they had a substantial 
impact on Canada’s trade position, gen-
erating an estimated $6.4 billion in export 
value (approximately 30% of Canada’s 
net agriculture product trade balance that 
year).

-
ed from plant science innovations through 
lower food costs. In the absence of plant 
science innovations, Canadian consum-
ers would be paying a much higher price 
for their food: at least 25% more than they 
pay now, and perhaps as much as 65% 
over the average food bill of a consumer. 
This would have devastating impacts on 

food security and nutritional outcomes 
for Canadian households.

More innovation is
needed to meet
productivity goals

In recent years, productivity growth in 
Canadian agriculture has stagnated, rais-
ing concerns about our ability to maintain 
our leadership position within the global 
food system, and to meet future challeng-
es and rising food demand. Crop produc-
tivity growth peaked in the 2000s, with an 
average annual growth rate of 2.9% in that 
decade. Since then, average annual crop 
productivity growth has been on the de-
cline. The status quo would lead to a de-
cline not recorded since the 1980s.

Rekindling productivity growth to peak 
levels seen in the past will contribute sig-

-
portunity for Canada’s agriculture sector. 
Plant science innovations have played a 
pivotal role in driving past productivity 

Canadian crop production. If we want to 
seize this opportunity, we need to boost 
the momentum of plant science innova-
tion. Here are some key recommenda-
tions.

• Foster an inviting business environ-
ment to innovations

economic growth objectives
• Make innovation, productivity, and 

competitiveness a top priority
Looking ahead, the potential for future 

growth in Canada’s crop production sec-
tor is immense. By developing and em-
bracing new plant science innovations, 
and fostering a culture of continuous 
improvement, we can enhance produc-
tivity, sustain economic growth, and en-
sure food security for future generations. 
Together we can cultivate a future where 
Canadian agriculture thrives as a beacon 
of innovation and productivity within the 
global food system.

Cultivating prosperity: 
How plant science innovations are

driving Canada’s agricultural success

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF 
Emerald Park & Indian Head 

3 GREAT PLAINS INDUSTRIAL DR. 
EMERALD PARK, SK 

www.mandoconstruction.ca

EST. 1979 WITH THE SAME OWNERS AT YOUR SIDE.

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE BASEMENT PACKAGE QUOTE!
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$5100
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

0%    48
UP TO

UP TO

UTILITY TRACTORS

90-115 HPHX
SERIES

Financing* Months
0%    48UP TO

KIOTI.comKIOTI.comKIOTI.comKIOTI.com

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave 

Rocanville, SK
306.645.2669

receive an additional $3000 in bonus cash  

Cash Program Ends April 30, 2025

KIOTI.comKIOTI.comKIOTI.comKIOTI.com

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave 

Rocanville, SK
306.645.2669

Purchase a HX Series KIOTI tractor and
receive an additional $3000 in bonus cash** 

Cash Program Ends April 30, 2025

$5100
Cash Back* (T-L-B )

UP TO

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag

Now offering: 

CUSTOM SEEDINGCUSTOM SEEDING
& CORN PLANTING& CORN PLANTING
ALSO AVAILABLE:
• Custom Spraying
• Custom Haying
• Custom Swathing
• Custom Combining
• Dribble Band Fertilizing

Plus more! Plus more! Please inquire!Please inquire!

The Saskatchewan Wheat Development Commission 
(Sask Wheat) has committed $6.5 million to support the 
establishment of the Saskatchewan Wheat Development 
Commission Applied Genomics and Pre-breeding Chair at 
the University of Saskatchewan (USask).

The new research chair will design and deploy cutting-
edge technologies and strategies to assess genetic diversity 
for delivery into new crop varieties, with a primary focus 
on wheat.  

“We are grateful for the Saskatchewan Wheat Develop-
ment Commission’s support in advancing crop research,” 
said Dr. Angela Bedard-Haughn (PhD), dean of the College 
of Agriculture and Bioresources at USask. “This new chair 
will bolster USask’s leadership in the development of pro-
ductive, climate-smart varieties that support a sustainable 
food production system.” 

The chair will focus on applying genomics to pre-breed-
ing activities and bridge the gap between discovery re-
search, exploration of gene banks, genomics and breeding. 
This research is necessary to connect crop wild relatives 
and commercial varieties. The goal is to translate gene 
discovery into better adapted varieties for Saskatchewan 
climates and agronomic pressures therefore providing pro-

-
ity for their operations. 

“The University of Saskatchewan’s Crop Development 

Centre is home to some of the best researchers and breed-
ers in the world. This directed funding for a chair position 
is an investment by wheat growers into our future to de-
velop improved wheat varieties for Saskatchewan,” said 
Jake Leguee, board chair with Sask Wheat, a farmer-fund-
ed commission that supports public-sector research and 
wheat breeding in Saskatchewan and Western Canada. 

The new chair will expand and complement the current 
breeding and training capacity of the Crop Development 
Centre (CDC) at USask by developing a comprehensive 
applied genomics and pre-breeding program in wheat and 
other cereal crops, helping to alleviate bottlenecks that can 
exist at the pre-breeding stage.  

Applying a combination of genomics techniques and 
data science methods to large collections of available 
germplasm—the genetic material of a plant—the chair will 
provide expertise to support the selection of traits valuable 
in resistance to diseases, pests, heat stress, and drought 

tolerance to support climate resiliency and increasing pre-
breeding pathology support at the CDC. 

“We greatly appreciate the Saskatchewan Wheat Devel-
opment Commission for supporting this new position at 
the CDC,” said Dr. Curtis Pozniak (PhD), director of the 
CDC and USask wheat breeder. “We are proud of the im-

-
omy and the future of agriculture. This investment will al-
low us to expand our expertise so that we can continue 
to deliver on our mission to develop new seed varieties 

world.” 
Expected to be appointed later this year, the chair will 

hold a faculty position in the College of Agriculture and 
Bioresources at USask within the CDC and Department 
of Plant Sciences, providing mentorship and supervision 
of graduate students and post-doctoral fellows in their re-
search and studies.

New USask crop research chair 
receives Sask Wheat support



March 2025 Plain and Valley 43

TICKETS ON SALE

TICKETS FOR THE

GET YOUR TICKETS HERE:

www.royalmanitobawinterfair.com

MANITOBA HYDRO
COMPLIMENTARY KIDS TICKET

MARCH 31 - APRIL 5, 2025

MANITOBA HYDRO
COMPLIMENTARY KIDS TICKET

Follow us on Facebook
For more info go to taylor.canbid.com 

or call us at 204-522-6396

TAYLOR AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENT SALE

Saturday, April 19th

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION

FOR GMA FARMS

Wednesday, April 23rd 10 am

SPRING CONSIGNMENT SALE

Saturday, April 26th at 11 am

ESTATE FARM EQUIPMENT & 

TOOL AUCTION

Wednesday, April 30th at 10 am

REAL ESTATE AUCTION FOR HERB & MARINE DELL

Saturday, May 3rd at 12 noon

The Ministry of Agriculture has amend-
ed the Crown land grazing lease rate for-
mula, effective for 2025.

The revisions to the grazing formula will 
offer relief to producers renting Crown 
land and contribute to affordability and 
stability for the livestock sector in the face 
of rising production costs. Amending the 
rental formula provides a transparent and 
straightforward calculation for producers 
to understand while increasing the stabil-
ity and predictability of the annual rental 
rate.

“We have listened to feedback from 
producers and, as a result, these changes 
will contribute to the further growth of the 
province’s livestock sector,” Agriculture 
Minister Daryl Harrison said. “Addition-
ally, this new formula provides a fair and 
transparent pricing structure for produc-
ers and a fair return for a public asset back 
to Saskatchewan taxpayers.”

“We have been requesting changes to 
the formula for a while and are pleased 

where the province has landed,” Saskatch-
ewan Cattle Association Past Chair Keith 
Day said. “The 20 per cent ceiling on fee 
increase will help producers and commu-
nity pastures better plan for any possible 
changes to the rates.”

In 2024, the ministry conducted con-
sultations with livestock producers and 
industry associations to determine what 
changes to the grazing formula would 
provide more predictability for producers. 
As a result, the ministry has introduced an 
amended formula that uses price averag-
ing of cattle marketed between October 

years, as opposed to the previous formula 
based on fall cattle prices from the previ-
ous year. 

The ministry also introduced a 20 per 
cent cap on annual rental rate increases. 
These changes ensure rates are less vul-

more stability to help producers budget 
for the coming year.

Grazing lease rate
formula amended to

support livestock
producers

See Plain & Valley online any time at www.plainandvalley.com
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Guy Wall
(306) 435-0215

Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

Michael
Vantomme

(306) 608-6808

www.celebrationford.com • 1-800-880-4533 • 306-435-3313 • MOOSOMIN, SK  

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

2022 Ford F-150 Lariat

STOCK# 
5P079

$60,900 - $235/WK OAC
33,000 KMS

5.0L V8 - Htd / Cld Seats

2022 Nissan Sentra S

STOCK# 
5S015A

$24,900 - $100/WK OAC
57,000 KMS

Collision Warning - Htd Seats

2013 Ford F-150 XLT

STOCK# 
4T225B

$26,900 - $227/WK OAC  
95,000 KMS

5.0L V8 - Low Kms

2015 GMC Sierra 1500 SLE

STOCK# 
5T031A

$30,900 - $260/WK OAC
147,000 KMS

5.3L V8 - SiriusXM

2022 Ford Explorer Limited

STOCK# 
4T220A

$55,900 - $216/WK OAC
24,000 KMS

Low kms - Htd Steering Wheel

2021 Ford F-150 Limited

STOCK# 
4T231A

$63,900 - $270/WK OAC
78,000 KMS

Wireless Chg Pad - Unique Lthr Interior

2022 Ford F-350

STOCK# 
5P066

$59,900 - $231/WK OAC
29,000 KMS

6.2L V8 -  Ready for work

2019 Ford F-150 XLT

STOCK# 
4T160A

$40,900 - $175/WK OAC
74,000 KMS

Local Trade - 5.0L V8

2018 Ford Edge Titanium

STOCK# 
5S010B

$25,900 - $127/WK OAC
147,000 KMS

Navigation - Htd Seats

2019 Ford Edge Titanium

STOCK# 
4S151A

$33,900 - $146/WK OAC
52,000 KMS

Navigation - Panoramic Roof

2018 Ford Explorer Sport

STOCK# 
5S029A

$35,900 - $173/WK OAC 
101,000 KMS

Moonroof - Sport Blk Wheels

2022 FORD F150

STOCK# 
4T024A

$46,900 - $185/WK OAC
126,000 KMS

Tremor 3.5L Ecoboost

2022 Ford Escape SE

STOCK# 
5T028A

$32,900 - $130/WK OAC
71,000 KMS

Remote Start - Htd Seats

2023 Ford F-150 Lariat

STOCK# 
5T044A

$64,900 - $249/WK OAC
34,000 KMS

Navigation - Local Trade

Do you have the Luck of the Irish?
GUARANTEED PRIZE WITH EACH QUALIFIED VEHICLE  PURCHASE

EXPIRES - MARCH 31, 2025

FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS

FURNITURE & 
ELECTRONICS

27 Railway Ave.   |   Redvers, SK   |   306-452-6309

Financing
Available

April 12 - 17

S P R I NG
FURNITURESale


