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Kipling’s paralympic champion Gil Dash 
says winning gold an amazing experience

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
Gil Dash of Kipling won gold in wheelchair 

curling at the Paralympics in Milano-Cortina 
this past March. 

He says the experience was unlike any-
thing he has experienced ever before. He 
says the gold medal game was overwhelm-
ing with cheers for Team Canada with 3,000 
people watching.

“We got to the Olympic village on March 4 
we went into town that evening and toured 
around. We didn’t have much time through-
out the event. With wheelchair curling the 
days are long, exhausting, and it’s hard to get 
rest. We had games in the morning and eve-
ning and then late at night myself, my coach, 

I’d get home an hour or so later than the rest 
of the team. The para-alpine and para-snow-
board had fewer events and so they would 
come watch our games and do other activi-
ties in the village whereas we didn’t have a 
lot of down-time to go to other events, which 
was something I really wanted to do, but 
there just wasn’t enough time.

“We started practicing as soon as we got 
there, and the venue was amazing. The nicest 
one I’ve seen. We were told there were close 

venue had a lot of people for all of the games. 

most 99 per cent people cheering for Canada. 
The only ones cheering for China were the 
athletes from China. It was so loud. One of 
the biggest thrilling things for me was an 
hour before that game—I was in the hallway 
outside the locker room downstairs and the 
fans were starting to get let in and 15 minutes 
before gametime the amount of noise with 
‘Go Canada Go’ chants gave me goosebumps 
and my hair stood up on my arms. That was 
such an awesome feeling.”

ada in the middle of the week against Latvia.
“There were a lot of strong feelings,” said 

game. We had a chance. It’s so hard to win 
at that level when there are so many good 
teams. Little tiny things can make all the dif-
ference. We did so much mental training as 

game. Trusting the process and trusting your teammates 
and coaches was a huge thing for us. You can’t think about 
winning the gold medal it’s about how we are going to 
make the next shot, how can I help my teammate with 
the next shot, and strategy. I was listed as alternate. I had 
played two full games during the week and matched rocks 

game I played was halfway through the week we were 
playing Latvia, and my spouse, Angela, wasn’t supposed 
to get there until supper time and she got there halfway 
through the game so that was such a nice surprise and mo-
ment, seeing her in the crowd.”

First Canadian Paralympic
team to sweep competition

be undefeated throughout the games.
“We had played China earlier in the week 

and won. We beat all of the teams during the 

pics to ever go undefeated so that was a big 
milestone for us. There are 10 teams there 
and you have to qualify for the Paralympics 
over the previous three years. You had to get 
enough points to go, other than the host team. 
We were there in the mixed fours discipline. 
There were mixed doubles at the Paralympics 
going on at the same time. It is so narrowed 
down so it is hard to make the Paralympics. I 
skipped the previous year at worlds in Scot-
land in 2025 where we won bronze, and the 
year before that in 2024 I played second and 
we got silver, and the year before in 2023 I 
played second as well and got silver. Then, 
we got gold at the Paralympics.”

He says the atmosphere was unbelievable 
with support for Team Canada all over the 
world.

“The volunteers at the Paralympics came 
from all over the world and paid their way to 
get there. It was extremely expensive to stay 
there, and they paid for their own meals and 
were just amazing. These volunteers worked 
all hours of the Paralympics and were great. 
The fans in the curling rink all week long 
were loud and lots of them and the venue 
was amazing, topnotch. When we won, the 
number of fans we had cheering for us was 
unreal. The team leader of Scotland said to us 
‘It is not only that you deserve to win because 
you have the best team but also you guys 
were the nicest people to play at the games’ 
and I thought that was really good to hear. 
The fans were just amazing as well as the 
para-alpine skiers, snowboarders, and Cana-

in Cortina that came to watch and support 
us were so great and we were just so excited 
that game. It was posted on CBC there were 

game in Canada. The support from all of the 
people from Canada was crazy good and all 
of the support from Southeast Saskatchewan 
was amazing. I used to live in Wolseley and 

in Regina when I was leaving which was so cool and so 
many from Kipling helping me and supporting me it is 
just a great feeling.”

Continued on page 4 

Gil Dash with his gold medal.
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Glasser’s TV Service
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Most models of wood stoves

Dura VentDura Vent Chimneys
for wood and gas

appliances
Contact Glasser’s TV Service 

for pricing

PLEASE CALL FOR A 
CONSULTATION

306-435-3040

WE DO SECURITY INSTALLS FOR

HOME FARM COMMERCIAL

Blaze King wood stoves & 
Duravent chimneys

Already have a wood stove?Already have a wood stove?
Who professionally cleans your chimney?

Sweeps, Installer and Inspector.

Call for an appointment today!
*Many insurance companies require WETT 
Inspections before you can get insurance
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BOSS IS AWAY BLOWOUT SALE

2025 CHEV TRAX LT

CLEAROUT: $27,899

2026 CHEVROLET BLAZER RS AWD

SALE: $58,494

2026 GMC CANYON

$59,683

2026 BUICK ENCORE GX AVENIER AWD

$44,503

2026 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT LEATHER AWD

SALE: $59,483

2025 BUICK ENVISTA SPORT TOURING

CLEAROUT: $31,294

2026 BUICK ENVISION AVENIER AWD

SALE: $55,412

2026 CHEV CUSTOM TRAIL BOSS

$72,000

2026 CHEV EQUINOX LT AWD

SALE: $41,917

2026 GMC ACADIA AWD ELEVATION 

“BLACK EDITION”
CLEAROUT: $65,970

2026 GMC SIERRA SLE 2500 HD

SALE: $82,000

MSRP $30,598
-$2,699

MSRP $60,494
-$2,000 MSRP $60,983

-$1,500

MSRP $33,993
-$2,699

MSRP $57,413
-$2,000

MSRP $74,963
-$2,963

MSRP $75,313
-$2,813

MSRP $43,417
-$1,500

MSRP $69,303
-$3,333

MSRP $88,833
-$4,000 GM
-$2,833 Dealership

25173

26124

26073

26123

26069 26010

25074

26038

26095 26097 26140

26091
Stock #

Stock #

Stock #

Stock #

Stock # Stock #

Stock #

Stock #

Stock # Stock # Stock #

Stock #

$235/BW @ 0%

$386/BW @ 4.79%

$261/BW @ 0% $280/BW @ 3.99% $267/BW @ 3.99%

429/BW @ 0%

464/BW @ 0% 466/BW @ 0%

FOR 60 MONTHS

FOR 84 MONTHS

FOR 84 MONTHSFOR 60 MONTHS

FOR 60 MONTHS

FOR 72 MONTHS FOR 72 MONTHS

FOR 84 MONTHS

OR OR
+tax

+tax

+tax

+tax

+tax

+tax

+tax

+tax +tax

SALE: SALE:

+tax

+tax

+tax

OR ORCash: $66,000 Cash: $66,500

2026 GMC SIERRA PRO CREW Z7X OFFROAD

$72,500
-$6,000 GM Discount -$6,000 GM Discount

www.summit-memorials.com    306-698-2557 | 800-667-8962

2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
Kody Wolf and Jalisa Miller have opened 

a new business on Main Street in Mooso-
min. The two sisters are excited to offer a 
new, unique small business to the commu-
nity and area.

“Grace and Gather is a retail space fo-
cusing on women’s clothing, home goods, 
stationery and party goods, and  our up-
stairs will be a rental space that will ac-
commodate small event gatherings, pop-
up events, photography studio space, etc,” 
Wolf explained.

Wolf has past experience working in re-
tail and was interested in opening her own 
retail business. “I have been in and out of 
retail for much of my teenage and adult 
life, and when we saw this building for 
sale, we saw an opportunity to bring some-
thing unique to the community and build 
a space that feels intentional and warm.” 

Behind the name
Miller says their mom was the inspira-

tion behind the businesses name. 
“Grace is our mother’s middle name, so 

we knew from the start that we wanted to 
include her in some capacity,” she says. 
“She was our inspiration from the start. 
As well as seeing ‘grace’ as warmth and 
intention while ‘gather’ is bringing people 
together.”

Miller explains Wolf brought the idea to 
her about the opportunity last December. 
“It was really Kody’s idea starting it. She 
has always been involved in retail and I 
think it was time she felt like doing some-

thing on her own, so the retail idea came 
from Kody, and then I got involved to help 
with the business side of things and help-
ing get it set up. I feel like some people 
think going into business with your sister 
isn’t a good idea, but we get along well, 
and we are just excited to do this together. 

Kody has her areas of expertise and I have 
mine. It has been going really well.”

Planning started
in December

Wolf explains they started looking at 

buildings in town last December and be-
gan renovating shortly after. 

“We started looking at the building last 
August and we went through the motions 
for a few months going back-and-forth 
looking at it and deciding if it was some-
thing we wanted to do. We purchased the 
building in December, and we’ve been 
renovating it, starting as soon as we pur-
chased it, since the second half of Decem-
ber.”

She adds, “We saw an opportunity to 
bring something unique to the commu-

intentional. We love how fast Moosomin 
is growing, and the community has been 
so supportive, and it really has an uplift-
ing culture when it comes to small busi-
nesses.”

Open for business
Grace and Gather, located on Main Street 

beside New Sky Nail Salon, held their 
grand opening on March 28. The event in-
cludes drinks and snacks to celebrate the 
new business.

“We are located right beside the nail 
salon, it was the building that used to be 
Brazen,” says Wolf. “We looked at a few 
different locations in town and we kept 
coming back to this one because it really is 
the perfect location. We are right on Main 
Street and in a busy area, so we will be able 
to attract a lot of people here and that is 
important obviously for any business.

Continued on page 10

Grace & Gather opens on Main Street in Moosomin

Kody Wolf, Sayla Grace Wolf, and Jalisa Miller inside Grace and Gather.
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Beginning-to-end interior

design to transform your

house into your dream home.

Now with a full tile and 

sarah.feltz@handpickedinteriors.ca

306-740-9869

1 Kennedy Drive, Esterhazy, SK

www.handpickedinteriors.ca

handpickedinteriorsltd

handpickedinteriors

Continued from front
Grew up at the rink

Dash says his childhood was mostly spent at the rink in 
Kipling. “I am from Kipling, and I was at the rink all the 
time with curling and hockey. It was the same facility. I also 

-
-

dy hosted one, all the towns around had one and sometimes 

still follow me today which I think is really cool. I grew up 
at the rink and after high school I didn’t do a lot of curling 

wheelchair curling after my accident when I was ski-jump-

-

hospital then a plane came from Victoria and took me to the 

wheelchair curling was part of the Paralympics and that was 

-

you to a camp and then they pick the team. The team at the 
-

Future goals
-

ing at the Paralympics again. 
-
-
-

-

-

“I plan to continue wheelchair curling. I am going to try 

lot of hard work and takes so much away from family time 

Moosomin Connection

-
els.

-

Dreams take hard work 

dedication.

work hard if you want to accomplish goals and dreams you 
-
-

Dash says winning gold an amazing experience

Above: Gil Dash receiving his gold medal. 
Above right: Gil and his teammates at the 

Olympics with their gold medals.
Right: Gil Dash with Moosomin-Montmartre 

MLA Kevin Weedmark at the Legislature after 
winning gold. 
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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM TO STAY UP TO DATE WITH SPECIAL EVENTS AND CHANGES!
UNIVERSE SATELLITE AQUATIC CENTRE UNIVERSE_SATELLITE_AQUATIC

 We are booking birthday parties 
and private rentals

UNIVERSE
SATELLITE

Aquatic Centre
Home of the Rocanville Tiger Sharks

818 FRANCIS AVE. | ROCANVILLE, SK.  |  1-639-477-9763

CURRENT 
POOL SCHEDULE

Karen Ireland’s fam-
ily standing in front of  
the spot where she 
was found deceased 
in 2022, just east and 
slightly north of the 
South East Integrated 
Care Centre.

From left are Kar-
en’s first cousin Tracy 
Stevens, Karen’s sis-
ter Ruth Desjarlais, 
Karen’s daughter-in-
law Jacklyn Ireland, 
Karen’s granddaugh-
ter Aynzley Ireland, 
and Karen’s sister 
Kerri-Ann Ireland.

Family of Karen Ireland hopes
 inquest leads to long-term changes

BY KARA KINNA
A public inquest into the death of Karen Ireland was 

held in Moosomin the week of March 30, and Karen’s 
family says it has led to a sense of closure and they hope 
the inquest is a catalyst for change.

Fifty-year-old Karen Ireland was taken to the Mooso-
min Southeast Integrated Care Centre under the Mental 
Health Services Act by the RCMP on November 22, 2022.

Karen’s sister Ruth Desjarlais says Karen had bipolar 
disorder and they called the RCMP to have her taken into 
the hospital after they noticed Karen acting erratically. 

Ruth says Karen had a long history of mental illness, and 
had been in and out of the hospital for many years due to 
her mental illness.

Karen was admitted and spent the night at the hospital. 
At some point the next morning, Karen left the hospi-

tal. She was last seen sitting in the front foyer at approxi-

her room or outside, and contacted the RCMP. Her family 

on a frozen slough approximately 270 meters northeast of 
the hospital at 2:30 pm that same day.

After her death, Karen’s family pushed for an inquest. 

time that Karen has left the hospital in Moosomin, and 
even though the inquest only focused on what happened 
that day, it was a relief to see the inquest taking place.

“It’s refreshing to hear the facts—things that we didn’t 
know. There are things that we did know, but it’s those 
missing pieces to the puzzle that everyone is connecting, 
and that has been a really refreshing feeling for me,” she 
said as the inquest was underway.”

Continued on page 7



BY NICOLE TAYLOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The town of Moosomin has exceeded its target of 43 
new housing units under the federal housing accelerator 
program. Under the incentive program, the town has seen 
44 units approved for construction, including two 12-unit 
apartment buildings and two sixplex apartment buildings.

When combined with the addition of Cobblestone 

levels of assisted living, the town of Moosomin has seen 
the addition of 86 new housing units since 2023.

The town of Moosomin was approved for $992,000 in 
funding from the Federal Government’s Housing Ac-
celerator Fund in February of 2024 to build more homes 
and apartments in Moosomin. After receiving the grant, 
Moosomin town council made the decision to pay $30,000 

and $8,000 for every additional door in multi-unit hous-
ing such as apartments and condos.

The announcement led to national attention for the 

At the March 25 council meeting, council made a mo-
tion to wrap up the $30,000 incentive program, except 
for properties under the “multi unit other” category. As 
per the HAF stipulations, the town still needs to build six 

unit properties that have a shared space such as a lobby. 

$8,000 per additional door on up to six units under this 
category, with the building permit needing to be taken 
out by March 31, 2027.

Mayor Murray Gray says he’s happy with how the in-
centive program worked for the town.

“I’m very happy with the fact that we’ve added the 43 
doors in that short a period of time,” says Gray. “We also 
had some really good promotion of our community with 
the media attention that it got, both provincially and na-
tionally, which gave us some name recognition in terms of 
everybody talking about the growth of Moosomin. It has 
been really good, and we certainly have no regrets.

“I hope that as the growth continues, we can somehow 
keep the momentum going, whether it’s with another 
program, or whether it’s just with continuing to promote 
the community. That’s up for discussion. This program 
to date has been good. We need to keep it going in or-
der to ensure that we add the six doors of multi-unit that 
we need, and then we’ll regroup and make a plan from 
there.”

-
somin?

“When we try to attract new businesses and new resi-
dents, without having somewhere for them to live, you 
can’t grow, so I think it’s important,” says Gray. “I also 

-
ability because of supply and demand. The more doors 
we add, then hopefully there’s less pressure on the rental 

going forward. It’s a balancing act, for sure, but I think it’s 

order to add housing. I can’t think of a downside to it.”

 Plain and Valley April 20266
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Two 12-unit 
apartment 

build-
ings were 
completed 
by Keller 
Develop-

ments under 
the housing 
accelerator 
program.

Moosomin exceeds target
under housing incentive program
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1/4 Mile South of Wawota on Grid #603 

• RETAIL SALES• RETAIL SALES
• CUSTOM SLAUGHTER & PROCESSING• CUSTOM SLAUGHTER & PROCESSING

• W ILD GAME PROCESSING• W ILD GAME PROCESSING

1-306-739-2500      
Emergency 

1-306-434-7125

A full service lumber and hardware 
outlet serving residential,  

agricultural, commercial, and  
industrial needs.

We Carry:
• Calf Shelters
• Shop Material Packages
• Certainteed & Rockwool Insulation

204-556-2672

NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll 
for the R.M. of Browning No. 34 for the year 2026 
has been prepared and is open for inspection 

from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the 
following days: Monday to Friday, April 3 to May 
4, 2026.

The 
Municipalities Act has been passed and the 

assessment or potential appeal may contact the 
assessor at:

R.M. of Browning No. 34 
Box 40, Lampman, SK  S0C 1N0  

the Board of Revision:
Nicolle Hoskins,  

Western Municipal Consulting Ltd., 
Box 149, Meota, SK S0M 1X0 

R.M. OF BROWNING No. 34

Continued from page 5
“In a community as small as Moosomin, 

there is a lot of gossip and a lot of hearsay, 
and you don’t know if what you’re hear-
ing is actually true. And when you’re sit-
ting there listening to the testimonies, and 

some of the things that we’ve actually 
heard are true, it shocks you. Three years 
ago, we didn’t know if we should actually 

through community members, because 
we have received multiple messages and 
emails from community members. When 

true, it’s kind of refreshing. I’m not going 
to go into detail on some of the things that 
were said, but it’s just a good feeling. You 
feel like there’s progress being made.”

Ruth says there have already been some 
small changes made at the facility in Moo-
somin after the death of her sister, but it’s 
systemic change that the family really 
wants to see.

“We really want to see things change in 
the system entirely,” she says.

“In Canada, there was a legal challenge, 
and it brought about change in Indigenous 
communities, and it’s called Jordan’s Prin-

from Regina who was in Moosomin 
last week with her family at the inquest. 
“There were jurisdictional gaps between 
the province and the federal government 
in dealing with children’s needs, Indig-
enous children on the reserve. That court 
case took place, and we now have Jordan’s 
Principle. We would like something like 
this to happen in this case, and we’re pro-
posing that it be called Karen’s Principle 
so that those jurisdictional gaps no longer 
happen, and people don’t fall through the 
cracks and people don’t die because there 
were gaps between two institutions. 

“You have the health institution, and 
they have a jurisdiction, and it stops at 
the property line, and then you have the 
RCMP,  and their jurisdiction takes over 

the two, she fell through the cracks be-
cause of their jurisdictional protocol.

“It is clear that those gaps need to be 

what we’re proposing, that something like 
this comes out of this, and if there could be 
that change made for people who are suf-

fering from mental health and addictions 
so that this never happens again. It’s the 
least we can do.

“There’s a gap, and both are aware that 
there’s a gap. It’s not about blame—none 
of this is about blame. But it’s pretty clear 
that the hospital did, in their opinion, ev-
erything that they were obligated to do. 
The RCMP are saying the same thing, that 
they did everything that they were obli-
gated to do, and that they followed their 
own protocol. And in the end, the result 
was tragic, and in fact, it was the family 
who found her footprints and led the po-
lice to her, and that to me is appalling.

“I think that this was a cascade of fail-
ures.”

cousin who found Karen’s footprints and 

thought she was located.
Ruth said it felt good to see the inquest 

taking place last week.
“We requested it in 2022 so it feels amaz-

ing. Karen did not deserve that. At the core 
of our hearts, we feel that she deserves an-
swers.

“But more importantly, in my heart, peo-
ple are out here every day struggling with 
mental illness, and we have to go through 
this in order for change to take place. And 
as hard as it is for us, there are people out 
there since Karen passed away who have 
reached out to me and have asked me, 
‘What can we do to help our loved one 

problem with that—that families are try-
ing to help and guide other families going 
through it, and that’s wrong. We need re-
sources. We need support. We need people 
in our community. We need to be coming 
together and really working towards help-

down to. We need to help the people that 
are not well.”

“We feel that we needed to get the an-
swers under oath,” adds Tracy. “People 
are under oath, and we needed the truth 
and we needed it all in one place. The in-
dividuals who are responsible have to be 
accountable and have to be truthful and 
we have to let the public know what actu-
ally happened. This is the one place where 
we’re getting all the facts all at the same 
time, which is good. This is something that 
the family had to ask for. There were no 
resources provided to the family to deal 
with this. And in order to get to the bottom 
of what happened to their sister, they had 
to push to get an inquest in order to get the 
answer, which they did.

“I’m grateful that this is happening 
because it’s going to bring some closure 
to the family, and it will also bring some 
change for everybody else.”

“It has given us closure that you can 
even describe. The facts are so important 
for us to get closure, and we now know 
exactly what happened,” says Ruth.

-
ting everything as truthful as we hoped 
it could be,” says Ruth’s sister Kerri-Ann 
Ireland. “As it went on, the solutions that 
we may be able to put in place became evi-
dent—things as far as protocol for a code 
yellow, protocol for missing persons, to 

hospital and branch out from there, then 
go with the family and co-operate with the 
family.”

The inquest wrapped up on April 2, 
with recommendations following.

Recommendations
The jury gave the following recommen-

dations following the inquest:

Saskatchewan Health Authority
• Exterior cameras at all entrances to 

hospital, and covering all main access 
roads and parking lots, within reason.

• 24-hour security personnel to monitor 
screens, with daily checks for camera date 
and time accuracy. 

existing procedures for emergency codes. 
-

view. 
• If possible, provide at least one regis-

tered psychiatric nurse within an area in 
rural regions, with the ability to travel be-
tween hospitals. 

RCMP
• All personnel should have body cam-

eras, and all police vehicles should have 
dash cameras and GPS recording of ve-
hicle travel. (May already be in place.)

• All personnel should take very de-
scriptive notes of ALL instances while on 
duty, to ensure accuracy of report paper-
work. 

• Implement mandatory annual inten-
sive training for handling mental health 
cases, and supply a manual for all person-
nel to have on hand while on duty.

• Implement a detailed transfer form 
for detainees under the Mental health Act 
when transferring from RCMP custody to 
hospital care, including reason for transfer 
and description of behavior. 

• Implement an interprovincial transfer 
program for RCMP members to ensure 
a full understanding of new jurisdiction 
laws and bylaws.

• Implement search and rescue policy, 
ensuring all police searches include both 
foot and vehicle searches of the immediate 
area, and contacting additional resources, 

-
ments and/or other relevant services, 
promptly. 

• All phone calls within the detachment 
-

sure accuracy of reports.
• File jot notes from DSA calls for a 

minimum time period to ensure record ac-
curacy.

A photo of Karen Ireland
provided by her family.

Family of Karen Ireland hopes
 inquest leads to long-term changes

Karen Ireland family makes
 statement, recommendations

following inquest
BY KARA KINNA

After the inquest into Karen Ireland’s death last week, 
her family released a statement with their own recom-
mendations.

“We, the family of Karen Joy Ireland, requested this 
Coroner’s Inquest to get answers about the circumstances 
surrounding her tragic death,” reads the statement.

“We are grateful for this opportunity to learn the facts.
“After four days of testimony, we have made our own 

recommendations.”
The family’s recommendations include:
• Security cameras
• Monitor cameras
• A security guard at the hospital
• The use of a guard bracelet
• RCMP Report Sheet
• Infrared drones

• A psychaitrist on site
• Immediate isolation for mental health crisis patients 

until proper evaluation

• Contacting local media quicker when a person at risk 
goes missing

search
• Having phone calls recoreded
• Reporting a person at risk vs a missing person
“We want to thank the following: Saskatchewan Coro-

Kovach, Coroner’s Council, Robin Ritter, Family Liason 
Consultant, Jo White, Community Coroner for Grenfell, 
BreAnn Zorn,” the family concluded in the statement.

“Thank you to Lorne Frape for his support and services.
“A special thank you to the jury members for their com-

mitment and contribution to this important matter.”
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HEADQUARTERS!

WE ARE YOUR
SPRING HOME-SEASON

Kaycan Soffit, Fascia,
and Siding

KWP Siding
Clearance sale $2.80 sq ft

Mercier Hardwood Floors

New display of Mohawk 
water resistant laminate 

flooring

All Weather windows
In stock and custom orders

Full line of Valspar
paint products

All-Fab building
components

Multiple different
insulation products

Makita power tools

Good selection of
premium lumber

products

W
e C

arr
y

DISCOUNT CENTRE
ST. LAZARE, MANITOBA

204-683-2416
fouillarddiscount@outlook.com

701-852-2201

1515 - 22nd Ave SW
Minot, ND | 58701

www.motel6.com/en/home/
motels.nd.minot.3615.html

Welcome Canadians!
We invite you to stay at the perfect location 

for all your shopping needs!

Indoor Pool/Hot Tub
100% Non-Smoking
Standard & Studio Rooms 
Available
Fitness Centre
Located next to Applebee’s 
and Dakota Square Mall

Ocean Man First Nation breaks
ground on new daycare

BY STEPHANIE ZOER

For several years Ocean Man First Nation (OMFN) has 
been working on plans for a new daycare, and the day 

emony. The event began indoors at the school.
Chief Ernest Standingready welcomed everyone to the 

bers of OMFN. He opened the ceremony in a Nakoda 

to go,” said Standingready. “When they get older, they 

OMFN. 

event. She is excited for OMFN to see this project begin.

Chris Sheepskin is the senator for OMFN. “This gives 

be completed in six months with a proposed completion 

Chief Standingready thanked everyone for all they 
have done to get this important project going.

tions people,” he said.
He asked everyone to stay for the feast that they had 

in attendance for the occasion.

Dignitaries from Ocean Man First Nation, CCR Construction, and the school during the groundbreaking for the new daycare on Ocean Man. 
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RUBBERSTONE
• Cover your ugly concrete with Sierrastone

Rubberstone on driveways, sidewalks,
basements, decks, garages - 5 year warranty.

POLYASPARTIC EPOXY FLAKE in garages and
basements.
BRICK
walls, outdoor kitchens.
VIPEQ THERMAL CORK SHIELD - interior and 
exterior commercial and residential buildings - 15 
years warranty. Goes over tin, wood, brick, stucco, 
and siding.

• 
grinding.

• Industrial and residential hedge trimming.
• Farm yard wind row restoration.
• 
• 
• 
• Deck building.
• Skidsteer work.
• Auger holes (4’’ to 24’’-13’’ deep)
•  (commercial & 

residential)

PHONE BILL 
at (306) 577- 1643

BY STEPHANIE ZOER

It was a whirl wind time in Arcola when 
64 teams, family and friends joined for the 
64-team bonspiel. The event took place 
from March 25-29 at the Arcola Prairie 
Place complex starting with games on the 
Wednesday night.

This event took a year and a half to or-
ganize with many volunteers, and Warren 
Neuman, the chairman of the event, said it 
was an overwhelming success.

The event was named in memory of 
Cody Grimes. His brother Micky Grimes 

sponsor of the event. Cody was diagnosed 
with autoimmune hepatitis in 2000. He was 
able to manage the condition with medica-
tion and lifestyle changes until 2019. His 
condition progressed and led to cirrhosis, 
and hardening and scarring of the liver.

-
plant, but through further testing it was 
discovered that he had a blood clot and in-
ternal bleeding which would not allow for 
the transplant to happen. Through surgery 

internal bleeding. Cody passed away to 

further complications on January 27, 2023.

out a week prior to the bonspiel to get the 
arena and curling rink in top shape for the 
bonspiel. It takes several steps beginning 

-
ting white paint in the water for the sur-
face, routering the circles and having them 

to ensure its purity as this creates an ice 
surface that is harder and non-slip. Jason 
stayed throughout the ordeal to keep the 
ice in top condition.

Friday night there was the opening cer-
emonies, and the ceremony began with a 
bag piper escorting the speakers in with 
Lucas Hislop as the emcee. He welcomed 
everyone and introduced each person as 
they came to speak. The singing of the na-

Nister, followed by the mayor of Arcola 

Tessier also welcomed everyone to the 
town. “It is great to see communities com-
ing together through curling,” he said. 
“This event would not be possible without 
the help of volunteers and committees, and 

we want to thank all the teams for joining.”

He spoke about the history of the curling 
rink. “The volunteers have gone above and 
beyond to make this event what it is.” He 
wanted everyone to have a good time and 
enjoy the event. He said it was an honour to 
hold the event in memory of Cody Grimes.

hand to speak. He congratulated Arcola on 
the 125 years of curling. “It shows dedica-
tion and support from the community,” he 
said. “This curling club has a rich history, 
and it is great to see everyone having fun in 
honour of Cody.”

widow of Cody. Through a great deal of 
emotions, she thanked everyone. “This is 
such a great way to remember his legacy, as 
he loved his community. He loved car rac-
ing, the Blue Jays ball team, and the strate-
gy of curling. He would be so proud of this 
special event in his memory.”

Everyone returned to the hall for a meal 
prepared by volunteers, which served a full 
house. Every evening a home cooked full 
course meal was served and each time the 
hall was packed. People raved about the 
meals and said the food was excellent. Fri-
day night the Leftovers came to entertain 

from Moosomin called Old Habits. 
Neuman said the event was an over-

whelming success and they raised a sub-
stantial amount of money from the event. 
He is thankful to all the volunteers who 
spent hours at the event, giving up their 
personal time to help out. “It was long days 

At the live auction, the Town of Arcola 
purchased the commemorative curling 
broom that displayed the anniversary on it. 
This broom was signed by the A division 
winners and will be hung in the arena for 
all to see.

125th anniversary bonspiel in memory of 
Cody Grimes was an overwhelming success

The Arcola arena was turned into a curling rink allowing ten teams to 
play at once.        Stephanie Zoer photo

The Leftovers from Oxbow was the entertainment after the banquet. 
They kept the crowd on the dance floor.      

Stephanie Zoer photo



Continued from Page 3
“We post on Instagram with updates 

as our main social media. We do have 
a Facebook page, but our following is 
quite a bit larger on Instagram, so that is 
where we are posting most of our infor-
mation.”

Interest in rental space
Miller says they have had interest in 

the rental space already.
“We’ve actually had quite a bit of in-

terest already for that. Initially they have 
been messaging on Facebook or Insta-
gram, but as we start to advertise that 
more, it will be just a phone call or text. 
When our website goes live, there will be 
a booking directly on the website.”

Background in business
Wolf explains her experience in retail, 

which includes working at the clothing 

store Kari’s Kloset in Moosomin.
“Throughout my teenage years I 

I worked at Hillberg and Berk for three 
years in their retail space both online and 
in-store, and I worked at Kari’s Kloset 
and worked on her website with her, so 
it is something I have done for quite a 
few years now as a side-hustle. When we 
saw this opportunity, I thought it could 
be something I wanted to do.”

Miller adds, “I don’t really have a busi-
ness background, but I have worked at 
the mine for almost 15 years now and I’ve 
been involved in a lot of project manage-
ment settings, but starting a small busi-

for me.”

What to expect
at Grace and Gather

Wolf explains the uniqueness the new 

“I think the inventory and products we 

town. There is already such good shop-
ping in the community and we wanted 
to make sure we were bringing in some-

brands as anyone else, so shoppers can 

“There will be clothing, but also a lot 
of giftware and fun crafts. With no Dollar 
Store in town, we saw that as an opportu-
nity to bring in unique and more elevated 

“The vibe is a very calm, relaxed, and 
curated environment.

from other stores in town, and I think it 
is really unique that we have the rental 
space upstairs,” adds Miller.

“There aren’t a lot of rental spaces in 
town for small events, and also aestheti-
cally pleasing ones, so it is nice to have 
that option in town. We hope people 
come to our space and use it.”

 Plain and Valley April  202610

Upcoming Safety Training
In Whitewood

southeastcollege.org

REGISTER NOW
1-866-999-7372

www.southeastcollege.org

⊲ Ground Disturbance
May 25, 2026 | 8:30AM - 5:00PM | $175 + Taxes

⊲ Intermediate First Aid Recertification
May 26, 2026 | 8:30AM - 5:00PM | $175 + Taxes

⊲ Intermediate First Aid
May 27-28, 2026 | 8:30AM - 5:00PM | $200 + Taxes

⊲ Confined Space
May 29, 2026 | 8:30AM - 5:00PM | $250 + Taxes

Spring Ag News.indd   1 2026-03-11   1:54:16 PM

Grace & Gather opens on Main Street in Moosomin
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Love to Shop L CAL

UNIVERSE UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE SATELLITE 

SALESSALES

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

520 Railway Ave, Rocanville, SK

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

306.645.2669 

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

www.universesatellite.com

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES
������������	��
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UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

UNIVERSE 
SATELLITE 

SALES

204-748-1775
VISIT US ONLINE: www.virdenford.ca

Facebook: Virden Ford Sales Ltd. | Instagram: Virdenford
173 KING STREET EAST, VIRDEN, MANITOBA, R0M 2C0

290 Frontage Road West

Virden, MB

204-748-6500

“We Want To Satisfy You”

est. 1946

1102 PARK AVE.  |  MOOSOMIN, SK
306-435-3367

BRADLEYGM.COM

EVERYTHING FIREARMS & OUTDOORS

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
VIRDEN, MB

SHOP ONLINE 24/7
WOLVERINESUPPLIES.COM

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY

One of the 

LARGEST
flooring warehouses on the prairies!

ST. LAZARE, MB (204) 683-2293  •  FOUILLARDCARPETS.COM

Hours of Operation: Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Closed Noon - 1 for lunch)  

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. •  (MANITOBA TIME)

Searching for the BEST  
prices for furniture? 

Today's Enterprises carries  
Ashley, Palliser, Minhas & El Ran Furniture. 

Beautyrest & Serta Mattresses . 
 

Check out our huge selection of toys!

FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS

27 Railway Ave.   |   Redvers, SK   |   306-452-6309 
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

FURNITURE & ELECTRONICS

Glasser’s 
TV SERVICE

Moosomin, SK 

(306) 435-3040 
 www.glasserstv.com 

www.facebook.com/glasserstv 
Monday - Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Love to Shop

L CAL

Do you love shopping local?
Tell us why and have a chance to 

WIN $50
from EACH of these participating retailers!

Western Manitoba’s 
Leading IT  
Solutions   
Provider!
info@3ctech.ca

302 King Street East • Virden, MB • 204-851-6800

210 NORTH SERVICE RD (Inside Mazergroup), MOOSOMIN, SK S0G 3N0 Phone: (306) 435-3753

When you’re in need of replacement 
auto parts, tools, or accessories for 
your vehicle, NAPA Auto Parts is the 
place to go!

• Steering & Suspension
• Motor Oil & Fluids
• Chemicals
• Brakes
• Filters

• Batteries
• Car Care
• Tools & Equipment
• Windsheild Wipers
• Lighting

Mon-Fri: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 8:00am - 12:00pm  Sun: CLOSED

306-435-2445 • world-spectator.com

Saskatchewan’s most 
award winning weekly

newspaper 



Plain and Valley April  202612 April  2026 13Plain and Valley

Love to Shop

L CAL
Do you love shopping local?

Tell us why and have a chance to 

WIN $50
from EACH of these 

participating 
retailers!

Enter with every purchase
OR SEND YOUR ENTRIES TO 

lovelocal@world-spectator.com 
OR VISIT 

https://www.world-spectator.com/
lovetoshoplocal/

ENTRY FORM

Name: 

Address: 

Phone:

 WHY DO YOU LOVE TO SHOP LOCAL

Return form to The World-Spectator offi ce or mail to Box 250, Moosomin, SK, S0G 3N0
or e-mail to lovelocal@world-spectator.com

Balfour Drugs
KIPLING, SK 

306-736-2242
BUSINESS HOURS:

MONDAY – FRIDAY: 6 A.M. – 6 P.M.

SATURDAY: 8 A.M. – 4 P.M.

PHARMACY HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY(CLOSED  SATURDAY)

9 A.M. – 6 P.M.

ENTIRE STORE CLOSED ON SUNDAY

1004 North Front St. Moosomin, SK  306-435-2949

Before You Hit The Road... 

COME AND SEE US FOR ALL YOUR TIRE NEEDS!

24 Hour Service

FARM TIRES“Let our family
help your family”

346 King Street 
Virden, MB 

204-748-3331

In-Store Sales &  
Best Pricing all the time!

Gift Cards Available

www.kullbergs.ca
Find us on Facebook

STORE HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. • CLOSED SUNDAYS
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 200 KMS (MANITOBA ONLY)  •  SK DELIVERY OPTIONS AVAILABLE

SEW CREATIVE  
& INTERIORS

Moosomin, SK 

306-435-2518
See us for all of your sewing and decorating needs, 

custom draperies and a complete line of  
Hunter Douglas Window Fashions! 

FUEL  |  FOOD  |  LIQUOR  |  HOME CENTER  |  AGRO 

B O R D E R L A N D C O - O P . C R S

FEEDING, FUELING, FUNDING, BUILDING

Y    UR COMMUNITY

Borderland
Moosomin | Rocanville | Whitewood | Maryfield | Broadview | Grenfell | Kipling

CARLYLE  •  ESTEVAN  •  WEYBURN
michaelscoffeeshop.com

FRESH ROASTED | FRESH BAKED
FRESH BREWED

422 MAIN STREET  •  ESTERHAZY, SK  •  306-745-2525

ERIN’S I.D.A. 
PHARMACY

BUSINESS HOURS
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

CARS   |   TRUCKS   |   ENGINES   |   TRANSMISSIONS   |   HORSE TRAILERS 

AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   SCANS 

WHEEL ALIGNMENTS   |   BOATS   |   TIRE REPAIRS & SALES   |   SAFETY INSPECTIONS

   306-435-1717  OR  306-435-1716              MOOSOMIN, SK

TOWING & REPAIRS

KARI’S KLOSET
FASHIONS FOR ALL WOMEN

karisklosetonline.com
Main St. • Moosomin, SK • 306.435.2738
Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Shop with Kari  on her FRIDAY LIVE  every 
week at 9:30 AM FRIDAYS on her

 FACBOOK page

204-845-2428
203 Richhill Ave E

204-845-2145
103 Richhill Ave E

ESTERHAZY, SK
306-745-2272

604 MAIN ST, ESTERHAZY, SK
OPEN 8:30 AM - 9 PM

604 MAIN ST, ESTERHAZY, SK
OPEN 8:30 AM - 9 PM

KARI’S 
PHARMACY

306-435-1820 
709 Main Street, Moosomin, SK
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:30pm

Love to Shop

L CAL

Do you love shopping local?
Tell us why and have a chance to 

WIN $50
from EACH of these participating retailers!
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Love to Shop L CAL

815 Broadway Ave.
Moosomin, SK

306-435-2154

FURNITURE • BEDDING • appliancesFURNITURE • BEDDING • APPLIANCES • CABINETRY

McAuley, MB  |  204-722-2199  |  Find us on Facebook!

Tristar Foods 
306-745-3905

Open 5 a.m. - 11 p.m.
HWY #22 & East Drive Esterhazy, Sk TM

SAPARA’S DRUG MART
306-745-6662 | ESTERHAZY, SK

MONDAY-SATURDAY: 9:00AM - 5:30PM

WORKWEARWORKWEAR
FOOTWEARFOOTWEAR

SAFETY ACCESSORIESSAFETY ACCESSORIES
for men and women

Built on exceptional customer service.

208 Main Street  |  Carlyle, SK
moosemountainww@gmail.com 

306-435-5000

DISCOUNT CENTRE
St. Lazare, MB  |  fdsales@mymts.net

204-683-2416
For all your building needs!

Windows & Doors

Soffit & Fascia

Flooring & So Much More

306-739-2551
Monday-Saturday

11am - 9pm
Closed Sundays

417 Railway Ave, Wawota

306-453-0223
106 Main St. | Carlyle, SK

Call or message us on 
Facebook

L P
LEGACY PHARMACIES INC.

Rocanville, SK • 306-645-2633

Moosomin

Moosomin, SK•306-435-3345 

Redvers

Redvers, SK • 306-452-3313

Kipling

Kipling, SK • 306-736-2810

Wellness & 
Mobility Centre

Moosomin, SK•306-435-4330

202 Main St.,  Carlyle, SK | 306-453-2025
Follow us         

on select home furnishing

M
ar

ch
 is

WHITEWOOD DAIRY QUEEN
1206 HWY #1 • 306-735-2365
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Daryl Harrison
Member of the Legislative Assembly
Cannington Constituency

1-833-670-4400
306-443-4400
CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net

220 Centre Street / P.O. Box 130 / Alida, SK / S0C 0B0

Yes, This is an 
Awkward Photo

No, Your Mortgage Won’t Be.

sunrisecu.mb.ca

From awkward to approved. 
Some conditions apply; visit sunrisecu.mb.ca for details. 

Carolyn Arndt
Branch Manager

The Moosomin Family Practice Centre is part
of the Patient Medical Home Program.

Dr. Ross Kerhhoff and Dr. Schalk van der Merwe and a few of their 
colleagues at the Moosomin Family Practice Centre

Six new health care providers coming to Moosomin 
Province adds positions to support physicians as part of Patient Medical Home program

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
The provincial government announced six new posi-

tions for medical professionals in Moosomin to support 
the Moosomin Family Practice Centre. Positions are being 
added across the province as part of the Patient Medical 
Home initiative. 

variety of health care services to patients within a clinic, 
making the clinic the patient’s medical home for a variety 
fo health care services.. 

-
ing for new hires will aid support the local physicians and 

provide more care services to patients. 

he says. “There is a growing emphasis on primary health 
care networks and team-based care, so the family practice 
is working closely with the SHA to develop this Patient 
Medical Home to enhance the health care services in our 
region.

“The Patient Medical Home project has 10 pillars that are 
necessary for its success, many of which the practice has 
been able to do over the years in providing comprehensive 
health care services in Moosomin and our clinics as well as 
key care services at the Southeast Integrated Care Centre. 

The foundations are in place, and in order to meet these 
deliverables on this Patient Medical Home—improving 
functions, ongoing development and to enhance the com-
prehensive services already provided by the Moosomin 
Family Practice—the SHA is hiring additional health care 
providers, including registered nurses, dietician, pharma-
cist, and social workers to support and work directly with 
the providers at the family practice and primary health 
care clinic at the Southeast Integrated Care Centre. Essen-
tially, they are employees that are going to be working with 

Continued on page 18
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CHRIS UNTEREINER
Realtor® 

(306) 510-2110
chrisuntereiner@coldwellbanker.ca

1450 Hamilton Street
Regina, SK | S4R 8R3

MLS: SK031842
1,040 sqft
4 bed / 2 bath + den
Lakefront @ Crooked Lake

MLS: SK022496
2,772 sqft
3 bed / 2 bath
Lakefront @ Crooked Lake

132 WHITETAIL ROAD

$349,900

244 MOOSE ROAD

$724,900

LAKEFRONT PROPERTIES AT CROOKED LAKE

Looking to buy or sell?

www.cornucopiagardens.ca
Call/Text 306-434-8400  |  info@cornucopiagardens.ca  

2 miles south of Rocanville on #8 Highway

Cornucopia Country GroceryCornucopia Country Grocery
OPEN YEAR 

ROUND
November - April 

Tue-Sat 9AM-5:30PM

OUR OWN FRESH 
VEGETABLES

Eggs, Cheese, Butter, 
Ice Cream, Honey,

Flour, Frozen Meats.

FRESH BAKING EVERY 
FRIDAY AT NOON

CORNUCOPIA GREENHOUSE & GARDEN CENTRE
Baskets, Basket Stuffers, Bedding Plants, Herbs, Vegetable Plants, Climbing Vines, Baskets, Basket Stuffers, Bedding Plants, Herbs, Vegetable Plants, Climbing Vines, 

Houseplants, Succulents, Perennials, Garden Seeds, Soil, Fertilizer, PotsHouseplants, Succulents, Perennials, Garden Seeds, Soil, Fertilizer, Pots

GREENHOUSE HOURS Mon - Fri: Mon - Fri: 9 AM - 7 PM   9 AM - 7 PM   Sat: Sat: 9 AM 9 AM  - 6 PM - 6 PM 

It’s OUR 21st Season 2005-2026

April 24 & 25, 2026, from 9 AM till 6 PM
FREE Coffee & Goodies for our Spring Opening 

HOMEMADE 
HOT LUNCH

EVERY FR IDAYEVERY FR IDAY 
AT 11:30 AT 11:30 

YEAR ROUND!
Coffee, Tea, LemonCoffee, Tea, Lemonade

CORNUCOPIA TREE NURSERIES
Ornamental & Fruit Trees & Shrubs. Many new varieties! Ornamental & Fruit Trees & Shrubs. Many new varieties! 

Visit www.cornucopiatrees.caVisit www.cornucopiatrees.ca

BY STEPHANIE ZOER

The Arcola Prairie Place 
Complex hall was alive 
with conversation, laugh-
ter, and the unmistak-
able sense of community 
spirit as the Moose Moun-
tain Wildlife Federation 
(MMWF) hosted its annual 
banquet and live auction. 
It all took place on April 
4, and it was an evening 
dedicated to conservation 
and commitment to the 
outdoors.

For 22 years the branch, 
which includes Arcola, 
Carlyle, Kisbey, Lamp-
man, Manor, Stoughton, 
and surrounding areas, 
has sponsored events 

families, youth camps and 
placing new docks. This is 
only to name a few that the 
MMWF supports.

The 240 attendees were 
welcomed by vice-presi-
dent emcee Devin Brown. 
He has done this duty for 

Without delay he had Pres-
ident Paul Dellaleau come 
forward and say grace be-
fore people were treated 
to a hearty meal prepared 
and served by Wier’s Ca-
tering. 

On each table, a cast iron 
moose, deer or elk was 
placed. Brown decided on 
the animal who was going 

-
fet-style meal went quickly 
and smoothly giving ev-
eryone the opportunity 
to go for seconds if they 

wished. 
It was going to be a busy 

evening, as they had 43 
items for the live auction, 
nearly 50 items for the si-
lent auction, and over 60 

Throughout the evening 
people would check to 
see if anyone had outbid 
them on the silent auction. 
This is often a time when 
friends compete against 
each other, driving the bid 
higher.

Ty Culter from Mooso-
min was the auctioneer. Ty 
was the Rookie of the Year 
Auctioneer in 2024, and he 
kept the crowd bidding 
with his quick response to 
bids, driving the price as 
high as he could to bring 
in funds for MMWF.

Each year they have 
a mystery item. No one 
knows what is inside the 

Brown ensures that it is a 
worthwhile prize to bid on. 

This year the mystery item 
brought in over $2,500. In-
side was an E-bike, gun, 

with numerous other small 
items. Another item was 
a two-person waterfowl 
hunt. This item brought in 
$2,000.

The fun did not end 
there. Each year they have 
a ping pong ball auction. 
Last year’s winner gets a 
buy, and 11 balls are sold. 
This alone brought in over 

$5,000. The object is to 
have your ping pong ball 
to be the last one drawn 
from the bucket. The win-
ner had a choice of select 

draws are held by MMWF 
until all paperwork is pro-
cessed.

Once all items are auc-

begin to gather their items 
and go home, while others 
remain to socialize a little 

longer. The MMWF said 
that this event is not possi-
ble without the help of the 
membership volunteer-
ing their time and skills to 
make the fundraiser suc-
cessful. Many thanks go 
out to the businesses and 
community people that 
donate to this cause. With-
out them there would be 
no event. They are grate-
ful for all the support they 
have received over the 
years. 

Live auction enjoyed at Moose 
Mountain Wildlife Federation banquet

It takes a lot of volunteers to make an event 
work and Caitlin Murphy, a Grade 8 student from 
Carlyle, helped with displaying items that were up 
for auction. 

Stephanie Zoer photo

From left to right, Devin Brown was the emcee for the evening, while 
Ty Cutler took care of the live auction at the Moose Mountain Wildlife 
Federation banquet and auction. 

Stephanie Zoer photo
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Find the perfect gift at The Gallery!
Sherbrooke St.  Downtown Wolseley, SK

 By appointment: 306-901-8991 or 306-698-7704
Open: Tuesday - Friday 

11 am - 4 pm or by appointment

Showcasing the work of local artists, 
crafters, designers & authors

a place to find gifts...

‘We’ll Meet Again’ being performed May 1-3
Celebrating 100 years of Legion

and 40 years of theatre in Carlyle

It is the hope of the Carlyle Legion and the Cornerstone Theatre that the 
theatre is filled when they perform their play “We’ll meet Again.” 

Stephanie Zoer photo

BY STEPHANIE ZOER

Across Canada, Royal 
Canadian Legions will cel-
ebrate 100 years of service 
this year. For a full century, 
the Royal Canadian Legion 
has been the cornerstone of 
support for veterans, their 
families, and communities 
nationwide. Established in 
the aftermath of war, the 
Legion was built on the 
promise that those who 
served would never be for-
gotten, and that commit-
ment has never wavered.

Over the decades, Le-
gion branches have be-
come much more than a 
meeting places. They are 
hubs of remembrance, 
where ceremonies on Re-
membrance Day bring 
generations together with 

-
tude. They are also places 
of camaraderie, where sto-
ries are shared, friendships 
are formed, and support is 

need the most.

In Carlyle it is not only 
the 100th anniversary of 
the Legion, but the 40th 
anniversary of the Corner-
stone Theatre and together 
they are planning an unfor-
gettable event. While the 
Legion preserves history, 
the Cornerstone Theatre 
has spent the last 40 years 
creating it, on stage, under 
lights, and in the hearts of 
their audience.

Doug Waldner and 
Dianne Twietmeyer are 
members of both and they, 
along with the board, plan 
to put on the play that was 

1986 called “We’ll meet 
Again.”

performed in 1986, fol-
lowed by another one in 
1995 and 2010. On May 1, 
2 and 3 the musical will 
take place once again. It 
is based in a pub in Eng-
land during the Second 
World War. Pianist Wendy 
Rounce and Lori Brown 

will be on a dark stage 
and begin playing, while 
ghosts of the past become 
present.

Shannon Klatt, David 
Slykhuis, Joan McDon-
ald, and Paul and Dianne 
Twietmeyer were origi-

Lane Easton, Chris Koshi, 
Ashton Lisitza, Jesse Twi-
etmeyer, Emma Boutin, 
Lauri Noble Briner, Megan 
McCauley, Sophie Turk, 
and Jadah Walbaum have 
joined the cast to bring the 
musical back to life. Doug 
Waldner will make sure 
the sound and lighting is 
taken care of. Rehearsals 
began several weeks ago.

There will be a great deal 
of singing in the produc-
tion with many songs from 
the ‘50s and ‘60s. Waldner 
and Twietmeyer feel it is 
a great way to reminisce 
about the past through 
the music that was played 
during those days.

will take place on May 1. 
On May 2 it will be a din-
ner and theatre, and it will 
all take place at the Carlyle 

Memorial Hall. The dinner 
will be prepared by Legion 
members. Sunday, May 3, 
it will be a matinee show. 

Tickets are available for all 
the shows.

The theatre will donate 
10 per cent of the fund-

raiser to the Carlyle Food 
Bank. The rest will go 
towards equipment up-
grades at the theatre.

Digging through the archives, old programs 
and posters were found of the three perfor-
mances that have taken place over the years. 

Dianne Twietmeyer photo
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Virden Eyecare Centre 
Dr. David Cochrane   |   Dr. Julie Paradine 

170 NELSON STREET WEST    VIRDEN, MB 

204-748-1094
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306-435-2445www.concreterestore.ca
marty@concreterestore.ca • 306-435-0900 (cell)
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BY KARA KINNA
Enbridge Pipelines is planning to submit 

a proposal later this year that would see its 
existing Line 26 from Cromer, Manitoba to 
the U.S. border reverse its south-to-north 

Canadian light crude oil to the U.S.

barrels per day of light crude oil from facili-
ties in the U.S. to the Cromer, Manitoba facil-
ity.

The proposal suggests deactivating an 
existing 12-inch pipeline from the Steelman 
pump station to the U.S. border, and con-
structing a new 24-inch pipeline segment 
to replace the existing 12-inch pipeline so 
that oil can be transported southwest from 
Cromer to Steelman, then south from Steel-
man to the U.S.

A new pump station would also be con-
structed at Alida, between Steelman and 
Cromer, as part of the proposal. A new pump 
station would also be located within the ex-
isting Cromer terminal, and there would 

Steelman pump station.
Enbridge says the project could assist in 

lowering and stabilizing energy prices and 
improving energy security.

“The Line 26 optimization project is part of 
Enbridge’s broader Mainline Optimization 
Phase 2 project, which if approved, would 

liquids pipeline system. This follows Main-
line Optimization Phase 1, which Enbridge is 
currently working on implementing and will 

Spectator.
“Combined, these two projects will ad-

-
kets in North America.

“In Canada, this could enable production 

shippers with options to ship their products 

they can get the best price for their commod-
ity, resulting in economic growth and pros-
perity for Canadians as well as additional 
revenue through taxation and royalty pay-
ments that can be used to pay for healthcare, 
education and critical infrastructure.

“Both the market and governments on 
both sides of the border have indicated that 
more needs to be done to grow the economy 
and meet increasing energy demand. This 
project could help achieve both of those ob-
jectives.

Additionally, the Enbridge Mainline is reg-
-

portioned nine out of 12 months). That fore-
casted growth, plus lack of transportation 
availability, is a strong indicator this project 
is needed.

contracts on the Mainline system and the 
Line 26 optimization project will be consid-
ered part of the Mainline service; however, 
Enbridge will be expanding the Flanagan 
South pipeline system in conjunction with 
the Mainline Optimization Phase 2 and will 

-
line system.

“Production from Southeast Saskatchewan 
and Southwest Manitoba is able to access the 
Mainline system today at Cromer and will 
be able to access this capacity. Mainline Op-
timization Phase 2 will add an incremental 

will move on the Line 26 optimization proj-

Enbridge says, because this is not a green-
-

frastructure, they don’t anticipate as many 
hurdles to getting the project approved.

“Many of the permitting risks and require-
-

ect don’t apply here as this project involves 
optimizing Enbridge’s existing pipeline net-
work and using joint ventures with other 

“By optimizing existing pipeline systems 
and leveraging our established right-of-way, 

-
pacity additions with lower community and 
environmental impacts and lesser permitting 

-

south?

Mainline expansion (MLO1) in Q4 last year, 

says Enbridge.

Optimization Phase 2 (which includes Line 
-

rels per day of transportation capacity to the 

-
ers on how we may support their production 

-

-
ment decision on the Line 26 optimization 

Work on proposal
full speed ahead

Jesse Semko, a spokesperson with En-
bridge, says work on the Line 26 Optimiza-
tion proposal is full-speed ahead with the 
hopes of seeing the project approved.

our shippers to make sure they like the idea 
-

ing those conversations. At the same time, 
we started engagement with Indigenous 
groups, communities and landowners to in-
form them of what we are thinking and to 
see if they have any concerns or comments.

-

and then based on that, we decide if we go 

make that decision around the middle of this 

“There are a whole bunch of factors at 
-

pany, and so we talk to shippers all the time, 
and they tell us if their needs are being met 
or if they want more capacity. And they have 
certainly expressed an interest in having 
more capacity, more opportunity to trans-
port energy.

“Line 26 comes out of the main line at 
Cromer. The main line system is a network 
of several pipelines, and there are no con-
tracts on it. Basically every month, shippers 
come to us and say ‘next month we’d like to 
transport X amount of heavy crude or light 
oil.’ And when those requests exceed its ca-

pacity to transport, it’s called being appor-
tioned, and the system is regularly appor-
tioned. It basically means it regularly doesn’t 
have space to transport more capacity. The 
demands to transport exceed its availability. 
That shows to us that the market is interested 
and wants more transportation capacity.

A shift in public opinion
“The other thing is that there has been a 

shift in public opinion with governments on 
both sides of the border recently, and they 

-
ko. “So by transporting more Canadian en-
ergy to the U.S.—and Canada has the high-
est regulatory and environmental standards 
when it comes to producing this energy—we 
can do a few things. First of all by transport-
ing more, we generate more revenue locally. 
So there are more jobs involved, more roy-
alty payments, more taxation. That’s all rev-
enue that can then go to local governments 
to help pay for things that Canadians want—
like help to pay for roads, hospitals, critical 

“At the same time, by producing more 
energy, you can also stabilize or drive down 
energy prices just because the demand stays 
the same, and you add more energy and it 
helps to keep prices low. So that’s the other 
element.

“Both governments, on both sides of the 
border have expressed an interest in devel-
oping more energy products to increase eco-
nomic prosperity help to increase energy se-

“So you have all those things—the com-
mercial side and the government side, and 
the public side, and those all kind of have 
converged and that has led us to look at our 
system and what work we can do to opti-
mize it to allow for more energy to be trans-

Talking to shippers
Semko says Enbridge is in the process of 

talking to shippers about using the pipeline’s 
capacity to ship to the U.S.

talking to shippers and asking if they are in-

says.
He says there would be an opportunity for 

shippers from Southeast Saskatchewan and 

Southwest Manitoba to use some of that ca-
pacity.

“Yes, absolutely. The way it works, Cromer 
is kind of like a hub and crude light oil and 

-
monton and Hardisty down to Cromer. But 
there are also feeder lines that come into 

feeder lines throughout Manitoba and Sas-
katchewan that feed into Cromer as well, 
and they could use the Line 26 optimization 
to ship south and enable access to producers 
in Alberta, Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

month, any shipper in any of those prov-
inces can put up their hand and say, ‘Hey, 
next month, I need this much transportation 
capacity,’ and so they have access to the sys-

Project uses
existing network

Semko says because this project would in-
volve using Enbridge’s existing pipeline net-
work and will mostly take place on Enbridge 
property, the company anticipates minimal 
hurdles.

“I know that there are a lot of things that 
need to be ironed out with the Canadian 
regulatory system and things that the federal 
government is talking about to increase en-
ergy development. A lot of those problems in 
theory shouldn’t be present with this project 
because it’s using existing infrastructure.

which is often using existing infrastructure 
and you’re just making tweaks or optimi-
zations to it. So because this is an existing 
pipeline, and we’re just optimizing it by re-

pipe, replacing it with a larger pipe and add-
ing pumping capacity to it, it shouldn’t en-
counter as many of the problems that could 
slow its development from happening like a 

“That’s one of the advantages of having 
infrastructure like this is you can work to op-
timize it and make it transport more energy.

Indigenous groups, communities, and land-
owners. Those conversations, along with 
conversations from our customers, this ear-
ly stage development work is really, really 

bunch of feedback that we can use to make 
this project even better. And so if we do that, 
and do that work well, hoping that there 
shouldn’t be any problems, it should go rela-

Early stages
Semko says it’s too early to know how 

many people would be employed if the proj-
ect moves ahead.

way it works when it comes to project devel-
opment is you start with the initial develop-
ment stage, which we’re doing right now, 

-
sion, which happens mid year, and when we 
know we have a project and are going ahead, 
usually at that point we undertake some-

do a big study saying based on all the work 
that we’ve agreed to do to make this proj-
ect happen, how many workers would we 
need? How long would we need them for? 

-
timated to contribute to the local economy? 

-
munities from hotels to the food services? 

-

“Once we know if we’re doing this or not, 
mid year, and we commission that study, 
we’d have all that information. But right 
now we just don’t know. It’s a little too early 

In the public interest
-

terest, and it could assist in lowering and sta-
bilizing energy prices, and improving energy 

“It’s still early in the stages of develop-
ment, but we’re interested in hearing from 
Indigenous groups, communities and land-
owners, and through those conversations 
and feedback, we’re hoping we can come up 

This diagram shows where the existing Line 26 would be deactivated 
and a proposed, larger pipeline would be built south of the Steelman 
pumping station so that oil could flow north to south into the U.S. from 
the Cromer terminal.

Enbridge proposing Line 26 optimization project 
to transport oil from Cromer to the U.S.
Pipeline project would export 250,000 barrels per day
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With Foundation board members and staff of Broadview Hospital.

With Elizabeth and Katherine Gagne
at the Garden Club in Wolseley.

With staff who toured us through the Indian Head 
Hospital.

Visit Plain & Valley online
at www.plainandvalley.com

With staff who toured us through the Golden Prairie Home at Indian Head.At the Indian Head Regional Health Clinic.

With Grenfell Mayor Mark Steininger, Lori Carr and
Grenfell Health Foundation members.

The new long-term care facility under construction at Grenfell.
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www.mcmillanmotorproducts.net

Tim 
Dew

timdew.mmp@gmail.com

306.736.8624

Craig
Pister

pister.mmp@gmail.com

306.736.7305

HWY #48   |   KIPLING SK   |   306-736-2518
SATURDAY SALES HOURS: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Mai 
Mangalus
mmp.bdc@gmail.com

833-845-0465

Last week was a week focused on health care for me, 
both in my riding, and around the province. It was a busy 
and fulfilling week!

Mobile Breast Cancer
Screening unit in the region

The mobile Breast Cancer Screening unit has been in 
southeast Saskatchewan since the beginning of the year 
and will remain in the region for the next couple of 
months. It has been in Moosomin at the Canalta Hotel 
since March 30 and will be there until April 24.

While there is a waiting list for Moosomin, there are 
still lots of appointments in Broadview and Grenfell.

The unit will be in Broadview at Broadview Centennial 
Lodge April 27–May 8, in Grenfell at the Grenfell Curling 
Club May 11–22, and in Fort Qu’Appelle at the All Na-
tions’ Healing Hospital May 25–June 12.

Call 1-855-584-8228 to make an appointment.

Provincial Revenue Sharing Grant
On Tuesday, I presented a cheque to the Town of Moo-

somin for $892,990 representing their provincial revenue 
sharing grant for 2026—and I threw in $10 to make it an 
even $893,000! Revenue sharing is up eight per cent to its 
highest level ever. I made the cheque presentation at the 
Moosomin Chamber of Commerce meeting Tuesday.

I also presented a cheque for revenue sharing to the 
Town if Indian Head on Thursday in the amount of 
$613,000.

Second mobile mammography unit
I was happy to be there last Wednesday morning as a 

second custom-designed mobile mammography unit was 
unveiled in Regina. 

What will this mean for our area? It means the mobile 
mammography unit will be in local communities every 
year rather than every second year.

The new unit will begin visiting Saskatchewan commu-
nities this week. 

With two mobile units in operation, screening capac-
ity will grow and bring lifesaving breast health screening 
services closer to home for more women. With the second 
unit, rural communities will see visits by mammogra-
phy units every year, rather than every second year. Each 
mobile unit is projected to screen approximately 6,000 to 
7,500 patients each year. 

The second unit, which features a state-of-the-art digi-
tal mammography machine and new furnishings, follows 
the recent launch of the first enhanced mobile mammog-
raphy unit in January 2026.  

“Expanding access to vital breast health services con-
tinues to be a priority for our government,” Health Min-
ister Jeremy Cockrill said. “We are putting patients first 
by ensuring Saskatchewan women have timely access to 
screening mammograms closer to home. I would like to 
thank the Cancer Foundation of Saskatchewan and its 
generous donors for making this second mobile unit a 
reality.”

The two mammography units will visit 42 rural and 
northern communities each year. 

“We are deeply grateful to our leadership donors—Mo-
saic, Orano and MNP—whose generous support set the 
stage for this campaign’s success,” Cancer Foundation 
of Saskatchewan CEO Nora Yeates said. “I also want to 
extend a heartfelt thank-you to Knight Cares and philan-
thropist Kevin Knight for stepping forward with more 
than half a million dollars to complete this campaign. 

“Together, your collective commitment to expanding 
breast cancer screening will make a meaningful difference 
in the lives of women and families throughout Saskatch-
ewan,” Yeates said.

Breast cancer is the most frequently diagnosed cancer 
among Canadian women and the second leading cause of 
cancer death. One in eight women in Canada will develop 
breast cancer in their lifetime. 

The mobile units are equipped with digital mammog-
raphy machines which offer screening mammograms, 
which are low-dose X-rays of the breast tissue that detect 
signs of cancer early. Approximately 75 per cent of breast 
cancers diagnosed through screening are early stage. Ear-
lier detection allows for more treatment options and sup-
ports better health outcomes for women. 

The Saskatchewan Cancer Agency and Saskatchewan 
Health Authority work together to deliver this mobile 

mammography program. 
“The addition of a second new Mobile Mammography 

Unit ensures that even more women in Saskatchewan will 
have access to consistent, timely screening mammograms 
in rural, remote and northern communities through the 
BreastCheck program,” Saskatchewan Cancer Agency 
President and Chief Executive Officer Deb Bulych said. 
“Putting another unit on the road is an important step 
towards giving women the best possible chance at early 
detection and successful treatment.” 

Saskatchewan recently began lowering the age for 
breast screening without a doctor’s referral as an im-
portant step in cancer prevention. As of January 2, 2026, 
women aged 43 years and older are eligible for screening.

Most healthy women, with no breast symptoms, should 
have a screening mammogram every two years. Screen-
ing mammograms are for women 43 and older who do 
not have lumps, discharge, skin changes, breast implants, 
are not in active follow up for breast cancer and have been 
breast cancer-free for five years. 

“The addition of a second mobile mammography unit 
means improved access to breast screening closer to 
home for people across rural, remote and northern Sas-
katchewan,” CEO of the Saskatchewan Health Authority 
Andrew Will said. “Together with our partners, we are 
expanding the reach of BreastCheck and increasing our 
mobile screening capacity, supporting earlier detection 
and better outcomes. We are grateful to the Saskatchewan 
Cancer Foundation and its donors for their generosity in 
helping make this expansion possible.”

To find a breast screening location near you and sched-
ule a screening mammogram, visit the Saskatchewan 
Cancer Agency’s BreastCheck program online at saskcan-
cer.ca/breastcheck or call toll-free at 1-855-584-8228.

Tour across Moosomin-Montmartre
Thursday, April 9 was an incredibly busy day as I 

toured across Moosomin-Montmartre with Rural and Re-
mote Health Minister Lori Carr.

The day-long tour was initiated when the town of In-
dian Head asked me to focus on health care at the May-
or’s luncheon. Because of their request, I invited Rural 
and Remote Health Minister Lori Carr to join me, and we 
arranged to tour the hospital, long-term care home and 
medical clinic in Indian Head that day.

To fill out the day, we also arranged to tour the Broad-
view Hospital and meet with the Broadview Health 
Foundation, as they had requested a visit, and we visited 
the site of the new long-term care facility at Grenfell and 
met with the health foundation there.

In Broadview I have met with the local foundation on 
a couple of previous visits. On Thursday, we discussed 
physician recruitment and we discussed several options 
to pursue. The ER is now open 24 hours a day with the 
help of virtual physicians. You will see the “H” signs put 
up on the highway shortly. 

In Grenfell the long-term care home has been under 
construction since mid-2025. The 2025 budget included 
$10 million for the Grenfell project. I have had several 
meetings with he Grenfell foundation since being elected 
in the fall of 2024. The community had difficulty with the 
20 per cent share. I brought Minister Carr out to hear their 
concerns, and the Premier also agreed to meet with them. 
This year’s budget includes $23.4 million for the project 
and the reduction of the local share to 10 per cent. 

At the meeting Thursday we discussed the progress of 
the project and steps we can take to help in Grenfell’s lo-
cal fundraising initiative.

Indian Head invited me to their Mayor’s luncheon and 
asked me to address health care concerns. I brought the 

Minister of Rural and Remote Health with me and toured 
all the local facilities so we can get a full picture. Their ER, 
like Moosomin and Broadview, is open 24 hours a day. 

I announced at the lunch that we have a new doctor 
slated to come to Indian Head in July through the SIPPA 
program, and we have strengthened SIPPA with some 
important changes. We expect these changes will result 
in more SIPPA docs remaining for the full three years of 
their contract. We also discussed the process for future 
capital replacement. 

It was great to be able to tour the local facilities. Every 
time I tour a health care facility, I am impressed by the 
professionalism and dedication of our health care work-
ers. Indian Head is obviously a very busy hospital serving 
a wide area, and it was good to see the facility for myself 
and understand the challenges and the opportunities the 
staff see in that location.

Reach out
Feel free to call me at 306-435-4005 or email office@kev-

inweedmark.ca

Myself and Minister Lori Carr presented a cheque 
to Indian Head Mayor Steven Cole last week for the 

provincial revenue sharing grant that Indian Head will be 
receiving in 2026.

Report from the
Legislature
KEVIN WEEDMARK

MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre

A week focused on health care

Todd Mintz donated his photography to brighten up the 
mobile mammography unit. I had met Todd and a few 
other Regina folks on a trip to London in February.
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On March 27, members 
of Kahkewistahaw First 
Nation gathered to wel-
come a new bison herd to 
the land, marking a step 
toward food security and 
sovereignty. The project 
has been several years in 
the making.

Chief Evan Taypotat 
said the idea began during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“This obviously started 
when Covid hit us in 2020. 
We didn’t have any meat, 
self-sustenance. Not long 
after, in 2022, we started 
talking about making this 

are high maintenance, they 
take a little bit of TLC to 
look after them. So we got 
everything in place. We 
didn’t rush things,” said 
Taypotat.

“It doesn’t happen over-
night. It’s a lot of planning, 
four years.

“In 2024 we found a herd 
we liked and found people 
in the province willing to 
work with us. In 2025, we 
said, let’s get them out 
there,” he said. “Four years 
to get here, and I couldn’t 
be happier to be chief to-
day.”

The event included 
drumming, singing and a 
ceremony led by Chief and 
elders.

The herd currently in-
cludes 16 female bison, 
with plans to expand.

“We’ve got 16 female 

already pregnant. We’re 
adding a male in the fall, 
and we’re just hoping that 
every year they can repro-

duce. You’ve got to make 
sure it stays as clean as 
possible so that you get a 

said.
Taypotat said the return 

of the bison is part of a 
broader push toward self-

“For us, it’s a good day 
today. It was important to 
us that we make those little 
steps towards sovereignty, 
and this is one of those 
days,” he said.

The herd is currently lo-
cated on land purchased 
from a local elk farmer, 
where the animals are 

being introduced before 
eventually roaming more 
freely.

“Ideally, this would have 
been on our First Nation, 
but the way this elk ranch 
was set up before, it’s per-
fect for them right now. 
They’re going to open this 
up, let them get acclimated 
to the land and where the 
water sources are. Once 

going to let them roam this 
land here,” he said.

“In a perfect world, this 
would be on the First Na-
tion, but we’ll get there. 
This is a small step,” he 

said.
The land continues to be 

used for community gath-
erings and cultural pro-
gramming.

“We bought this land 
from a local farmer a few 
years back, and it’s a good 
place for us. We have a 
band member that lives 
in the house. We come out 
here and do a culture camp 
every year,” he said.

“This land, our ances-
tors lived on this land. If 
you walk around, you can 

things like that,” he said.
“I see it as a good place 

for our people to be and 

“Two hundred years 

land freely. When treaty 
was signed in 1874, they 
say there were only 300 

We’ve got 16 of our own 
right here, right now,” he 
said.

“This herd is going to 
grow. We see other First 
Nations that started this in 
the early 2000s, and their 

herd is now 300. Ideally, 
that’s where we’re going to 
be in my lifetime,” he said.

“If there ever is another 
pandemic, we want to be 
able to feed our people,” 
he said.

“Everything I’ve learned 

need lots of land to stay 
healthy to run, to roam,” 
he said.

“The songs they were 
singing today were wel-

is your home, we will look 
after you.’ We want to let 

with them. We’re together, 
and it’s going to be a good 
relationship,” he said.

involved multiple depart-
ments and community 
members.

“The whole team pulled 
together to make today 
happen. This wasn’t a chief 
and council thing. This 
was a lands department 
thing,” he said.

The herd will also sup-
port local food programs 
and education.

“We’ll probably take a 
few every year and feed 
the elders and the youth at 
the school,” he said.

“Our school has a really 
good land-based program, 
teaching our kids how to 
hunt, how to skin, how to 
eat, how to quarter ani-
mals. It’s getting back to 
the way things were,” he 
said.

He said the initiative is 
also tied to reclaiming cul-
ture and identity.

Continued on page 23
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SALE PRICING!

STOCK #B1949

STOCK #B1999

STOCK #B2000

STOCK #B1995

STOCK #B2004

STOCK #B1991

STOCK #B1980
2023 HARRIS HCX190 CW CRUISER

19 FT PONTOON 60 HP MERCURY

GREY

SALE PRICE!

SALE PRICE!

SALE PRICE!

SALE PRICE!

SALE PRICE!

SALE PRICE!

SALE PRICE!

REGULAR $56,900

REGULAR $68,250

REGULAR $90,999

REGULAR $67,650

REGULAR $88,900

REGULAR $95,200

REGULAR $91,500

2023 HARRIS HCX210 CW CRUISER

21 FT PONTOON 90 HP MERCURY

BLUE

2024 HARRIS HCX210 SL CRUISER

21 FT TRITOON 150 HP MERCURY

BLACK/RED

2024 HARRIS HCX210 SL CRUISER

21 FT TRITOON 150 HP MERCURY

WHITE/BLUE

2024 HARRIS HCX210 FISH CRUISE

21 FT PONTOON 60 HP MERCURY

BLACK

2024 HARRIS HCX230 SL CRUISER

23 FT TRITOON 150 HP MERCURY

GREY/RED

STOCK #B2005
2024 HARRIS HCX230 FISH CRUISE

23 FT PONTOON 115 HP MERCURY

RED/GRAY

REGULAR $80,250

SALE PRICE!

2024 HARRIS HCX230 CW CRUISER

23 FT PONTOON 115 HP MERCURY

GREY

2025 HARRIS HCX230 FISH CRUISE

23 FT PONTOON 115 HP MERCURY

BLACK/RED

STOCK #B2008 REGULAR $86,500

SALE PRICE!

SALE PRICING!

210 Frontage Road
Virden, MB

 (204) 748-2060
WWW.VIRDENREC.COM

GEAR UP AND GET OUT THERE! 
Find everything you see here 

and MORE on our website:
WWW.WOLVERINESUPPLIES.COM

Virden, MB
#1 River Valley Road North#1 River Valley Road North
sales@wolverinesupplies.com // 204-748-2454 // www.wolverinesupplies.comsales@wolverinesupplies.com // 204-748-2454 // www.wolverinesupplies.com

New bison herd welcomed on Kahkewistahaw

Members of Kahkewistahaw First Nation drumming during the welcome ceremony for the bison.



Continued from page 22
“With residential schools, we weren’t 

supposed to have any of this. It was sup-
posed to take the Indian out of the Indian. 
We’re getting the Indian back in the Indian 
right now. Today is a really good step,” he 
said.

Looking ahead, Taypotat said the work 
toward sovereignty is ongoing.

“If I was to measure sovereignty on a 
scale of one to 50, we’re at 20 right now. 
Another 30 steps to reach that full point, 
our own doctors, our own elders home, 
our own police, our own ambulance, our 
own hockey rink,” he said.

“This is a small step, but it’s a step we 
needed to take to feed our people,” he 
said.

“Everything we do is about trying to 
achieve sovereignty. We want to live long, 
meaningful lives, just like the surround-
ing communities. We want to make that 
on our homelands too,” he said.

Council member Corey Alexson said the 

to identity and culture.
“Coming back to who we are as First 

Peoples, as First Nations families, and 
who we were traditionally, we know that 

source of livelihood,” Alexson said. “They 
kept us fed, they kept us warm, and basi-
cally led our steps, the places where we set 

to our safekeeping.

kept us alive and kept us well. And then 
just the connection. We see all our genera-

tions here today with Kahkewistahâw and 
our relatives. It shows the importance of 
who we are as Indian people and keeping 

Alexson said being part of council dur-
ing this time has been meaningful.

“It’s been awesome. It really strengthens 
my spirit and my heart. Having our long-
time serving Chief Louis with us today 

his vision and his teachings, and passing 
that forward for us to continue on.

“It’s not just economically. It’s who we 
are as people, remembering who we are 
and who we’re always going to be.

“I know it made the elders happy, but 
when you really pay attention to our little 
ones, they’re going to be the ones who 
take over. Teaching them young the im-
portance of who we are as Indian people, 
they’re learning by watching. Having 
them participate in the ceremony, they feel 
welcome, they feel a part, and they feel 
safe. They’ll respect that.

“I see the importance of schools across 
Saskatchewan widening their teaching 
and recognizing First Nations within Can-
ada. It comes back to good people that will 
make us stronger in who we are, because 
we’re all related, we’re all family. It’s about 
bridging that relationship and making all 
of us stronger.

“We’re always community-driven,” said 
Alexson. “We’re always strategically plan-
ning, not just at our table, but involving 
our administration and the community. 
You see how well represented they are to-
day—keeping them involved and a part of 

all our projects in all capacities.
“Coming back to who Kahkewistahâw 

is, in the Cree language, speaking of that 
visionary, Chief Kahkewistahâw was the 

-
ing that vision and never letting it fade or 
slow down, just keeping that focus and 
leaning on one another as a community. 

“Seven generations from now are go-

starting here. That’s the exciting part. 
When we’re doing the planning and doing 
things like this, I want to be able to smile 
and have those young people acknowl-
edge us and say thank you for supporting 
where we are today. 

“The teachings that were given to us 
aren’t for us to hold onto, they’re to give 
away, especially to our young people. So it 
will be good. It is good.”

April  2026 Plain and Valley 23

The herd of 16 female bison roam around their new home.

SERVING SE SK
WHERE POTASH, WHEAT AND OIL MEET

Amy K. Hudacek  REALTOR®

Call/Text 306-740-6100
    amyk.inrealestate      amykhudy@icloud.com

FOR LISTINGS ACROSS THE 
EASTERN HALF OF 
SASKATCHEWAN!

Holars Haven Acreage
Spy Hill RM No. 152, SK

MLS®# SK012055
5 Bedrooms   |   4 Bathrooms

2087 sq ft

NOW $758,888

Brewer Road Acreage
Cana RM No. 214, SK

MLS®# SK032386
3 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms

2240 sq ft

NOW $625,000

Silverside Acreage
Fertile Belt RM No. 183, SK

MLS®# SK032072
6 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms

2420 sq ft

NOW $599,000

SCAN

SO

here

306-435-2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net 
www.world-spectator.com  

Call today for a quote on  
your commercial print items!

POSTERS • TICKETS 
BUSINESS CARDS & SO MUCH MORE!

• CUSTOM PRINTING •

REGIONALREGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Kyle Ryan Denture Clinic
W E S T M A N ’ S  P R E M I E R  D E N T U R E  C L I N I C

Celebrating 15 years in Brandon

Unit D – 541 8th Street, Brandon, MB  | www.brandondentures.com

204-728-4435
Kyle Ryan

LD, DD Denturist

Spreading Smiles 
throughout  
Manitoba

FULL SERVICE DENTURE CL INIC

• DENTURIST •

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE PLACE YOUR AD IN THE 
PLAIN & VALLEY BUSINESS PLAIN & VALLEY BUSINESS 

DIRECTORY TODAY!DIRECTORY TODAY!
Call 306-435-2445 or email 

world_spectator@sasktel.net

Serving Carlyle and area
Neil Redpath  Kurt Ardon  Sandy Dalziel  Kara Schiestel

306-453-2400
redpathfuneralhome@gmail.com  redpathfuneralhome.com

Celebrating Life’s Relationships

Arrangements can be made at our Oxbow officeArrangements can be made at our Oxbow office
 or in the comfort of your own home! or in the comfort of your own home!

306.471.4167
Just call Frank!Just call Frank!Stoughton, SK

FSKFSK  
CConstruction Servicesonstruction Services

constructionfsk@gmail.com

Arcola, SK

• CONSTRUCTION • • FUNERAL HOME •

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS

HERE!

New bison herd welcomed on Kahkewistahaw
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94rd ANNIVERSARY 

Purchase over $100 and get entry in draw.
One entry per customer.WIN A $940 GIFT CARD! 

THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH – MONDAY, MAY 4TH

POWER RECLINER
Leather seating, 2 colours, 
regular list $999

ANNIVERSARY SALE 
$799

BUNK BED
Twin over twin, metal

MICROWAVE 
OVEN
Over-the-range style

LA-Z-BOY 
RECLINER
All leather, 3 colours, 
rocker/recliner

PICTURES AND 
ACCESSORIES
Hundreds to choose from

18 CU. FT. FRIDGE
Black colour, frost free

SWIVEL GLIDER 
RECLINER
2 colours, fabric cover, 
regular list $1199

QUEEN MATTRESS
2 only, floor model, 
clearance

SOFA BED
Queen-size mattress, fabric 
cover, regular list $2099

WASHER AND 
DRYER PAIR
Top-load washer, Moffat

5-PIECE 
DINETTE SET
Table and 4 chairs 
with fabric seats

DISHWASHER
Built-in model, stainless 
steel front, Samsung

7-PIECE 
DINING SET
Table and 6 chairs with 
padded seats, 1 only, 
regular list $2749

731-18th Street, Brandon
204-727-5449

Toll-Free: 1-877-442-4224
Hours: Mon. to Sat., 9-6

346 King Street East, Virden
204-748-3331

Hours: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

@kullberg_s
Kullbergs.caFINANCING PLANS AVAILABLE

“Serving Brandon and Area For Over          94 Years”

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 200 KMS

20222022

$499
ANNIVERSARY SALE

$329
ANNIVERSARY SALE

$1499
ANNIVERSARY SALE

25% OFF
$799

ANNIVERSARY SALE

$599
ANNIVERSARY SALE

$399
ANNIVERSARY SALE

$1399
ANNIVERSARY SALE

$1199/ pair
ANNIVERSARY SALE

$599
ANNIVERSARY SALE

$499 
ANNIVERSARY SALE

$1599
ANNIVERSARY SALE

QUEEN MATTRESS
By Serta, 800 pocket coils

ANNIVERSARY SALE
$699

POWER RECLINE SECTIONAL
Leather seating, both ends recline,
 6 pieces, regular list $4799

ANNIVERSARY SALE 
$3799

DINING SET
6 pieces, table, 4 chairs and 
bench, regular $1699

ANNIVERSARY SALE  
$899

SOFA CHAISE
Fabric cover, grey colour, 
1 only, regular list $1499

ANNIVERSARY SALE 
$899

TV STAND
2 only, regular $399

ANNIVERSARY SALE 
$299

POWER RECLINE SOFA
Leather seating, regular
 list $2299

ANNIVERSARY SALE 
$1699

QUEEN BED
Upholstered headboard, 
wood footboard and rails

ANNIVERSARY SALE 
$499

Thursday, April 9th - 
Monday, May 4th

Win $940 Gift Card!
Purchase over $100 and gegt entry in draw.

One entry per customer
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BY DONNA BEUTLER
From a humble beginning on a small Saskatchewan 

horse farm has come great things. “Diesel” whose regis-
tered name is Clydesdale Creek’s Diesel, is a well-known 
Budweiser stallion who is the right front lead horse in the 
Budweiser eight-horse hitch. During Super Bowl 2026 in 
February, it was Diesel in the lead of that Budweiser team.

Diesel is one of three famous Budweiser Clydesdale 
horses born and raised at the Szumutku farm just north of 
Stockholm, Sask. The Szumutkus—Delvin and Louise—
can be rightly proud of this horse who was born with a 
love of showing off. Budweiser Clydes have to meet strict 
physical standards, and as part of a hitch team, these icon-
ic horses travel to parades and brewery events and have 
been part of the Super Bowl ads since 1986.

“Budweiser horses need to be photogenic and they need 
to exude self-esteem,” Szumutku told the World-Spectator 

in a recent interview at his kitchen table. “That’s why Die-
sel is the front right lead horse on the team,” he explains.

The front right lead is sort of the ‘top spot’ on a team like 

on last year’s Budweiser calendar. These gentle giants are 
tall and muscular and the long, silky hair that covers their 
lower legs and hooves (leg feathers) and their high leg ac-
tion are legendary.

Diesel—with his red-brown body and black mane and 
tail, four white socks and a white blaze on his face—has 
taken part in many events as a member of the current 
Budweiser hitch. It is a truly remarkable sight to watch a 
Clydesdale hitch team at work!

the pounding on pavement is hard on their legs. Diesel, 
like other horses on the team, are eventually placed on 

a two-year ‘last term,’ and when that second year ends, 
the horse is retired. Diesel however, is on his second go-
around of a two-year ‘last term.’ This very much speaks to 
not only how regal he looks and how beautiful he is, but 
how he has carried that love of ‘showing off’ that he was 
born with to the level he is at today, one that has earned 
him such a place in Budweiser history. 

hands? And when does he know he has a horse destined 
for great things?

“When he knows, he just knows,” said Louise Szumut-
ku of her husband on his ability to spot a showring-qual-
ity Clydesdale. What’s most amazing, though, is that he 
knows when that horse is just a baby. Not weeks or months 
into a young colt’s life, but pretty much right away.

Continued on page 43

From small Saskatchewan farm
to Budweiser’s lead horse

‘Diesel,’ a famous front right lead horse in the current Budweiser eight-horse hitch.
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Saturday, July 18 - Sunday, July 19

For more information call Jill Lowe 
at 306-736-8967

➢ Free camping in designated areas ➢ Food Trucks on site
➢ ATM on site

SATURDAY
3pm Parade
4pm to 5 pm Happy Hour in Rodeo Beer 

    Gardens
6pm Rodeo with Bull riding under the 
lights 
Sheep Scramble during intermission
The Truco Trick riders and wild ponies 
following rodeo performance
 9pm Saturday night - DJ Platinum Music 
in the Beer Gardens

SUNDAY
9am Pancake Breakfast at Kennedy 

  Friendship Centre 
11am Cowboy Church Service at the

   Rodeo Grounds 
2pm Rodeo 
Sheep Scramble during intermission
The Truco Trick riders and wild ponies 
following rodeo performance

ADMISSION : Adult Day Pass- $25.00 | Student Day Pass - $10.00
5 & under FREE

Family Weekend Pass $90.00 (2 Adults + 2 Students)

Food Booth & Beer Gardens open for the weekend

Come meet our 
Rodeo Queen. 

She will be at the 
grounds all 
weekend
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Kevin Weedmark
MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre

office@kevinweedmark.ca
(306) 435-4005

Daryl Harrison
MLA for Cannington

canningtonconstituency@sasktel.net
(306) 443-4400

Hon.  Warren Kaeding
MLA for Melville-Saltcoats

warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net
(306) 728-3881

The 2026-27 Provincial Budget protects Saskatchewan, including farmers, ranchers and our 
agriculture industry, amid market volatility and weather-related challenges. With a $662.7 

million investment, this strong commitment will help our industry remain competitive
and prepared for the future. To learn more, visit Saskatchewan.ca/budget.

As spring seeding gets underway, your Saskatchewan Party government thanks our 
producers for their dedication and resilience, which continue to feed our province

and the world. We wish you a safe and successful season ahead.

Proud to Support
Saskatchewan’s Agriculture Industry

World Spectator Tribute to Ag - HarrisonD, Weedmark, Kaeding_10.25x7.5.indd   1 3/26/2026   12:55:55 PM

BY STEPHANIE ZOER
Long before the sun crests the horizon, DeeAnna Lyke is already awake. She enjoys 

the quiet mornings that are only broken by the soft nicker of horses waiting for their 
morning feed. Living on a ranch is not a job that a person clocks into, it is a way of life, 
and for Lyke, it is one she embraces fully.

Lyke was born and raised on a PMU farm by Wolseley by her parents Doug and Ro-
berta Lyke. The farm had 60 horses that were all registered quarter horses or Arabians. 
Over the years this herd grew to 84 horses. When Lyke’s parents went their separate 
ways, Lyke stayed with her mom Roberta who remained on the farm.

Lyke loved horses, but especially the Arabian breed. Roberta showed Arabians and 
soon Lyke went into showing as well. By the time young Lyke was seven years old, she 

to ride this horse.
The excitement of the farm was when they held their production sale. A month be-

fore the sale, fences were painted and yard work was done. “It was a social time with 
friends,” recalls Lyke.

When she turned 13 years old, she began farrier work on the horses. This is usually 
done every 6-8 weeks. In 2003 she attended Shur Shod School in Missouri and became 

Eventually Lyke bought a small farm west of Stoughton and also bought herself an 

Arabian stallion with the bloodlines from Kemosabi. “Arabians are intelligent, athletic 
and beautiful,” said Lyke. The stallion “Ace” is as gentle as the day is long, and Lyke 
did all the training. Today he is 26 years old and still in excellent health and is used by 
children of all ages to learn how to ride.

Lyke’s dream was to own a big ranch and be known as an Equine Hub. She sold her 
small farm when the opportunity came up for her to purchase a ranch by Indian Head. 

up for stabling.
Today she has 50 horses on the property, and 12 of them are hers. She has put up miles 

of fencing, added outdoor arenas, a warmup pen, and a round pen for training. She has 
replaced boards on the corrals and teaches lessons.

Not only are the horses her passion, but Working Equitation is as well. She got into 
this when a friend wanted to try it out and Lyke was hooked. Today she teaches this to 
a group of riders and holds WEcan shows regularly at her ranch. This form of riding is 
similar to western dressage, along with obstacle courses. There are many levels that rid-
ers can move up in. It is a disciple that unites horse and rider to work closely together.

Lyke offers a wide range of programs on the ranch. My Little Pony is a program for all 
ages. They pick a pony and lease it for a year. This gives kids that do not live on a farm 
the experience of what it is like to own a horse. 

                      Continued on page 37 

New Hope Ranch a dream come true for owner DeeAnna Lyke

In the summer, a kid’s camp is held for one week. This gives kids the opportunity to learn 
and ride horses, ending with a youth horse show.                          Stephanie Zoer photo
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VIRDEN 2026 SALE SCHEDULE

Virden: 
204-748-2809

CLIP & SAVE! 

BRENNIN JACK
General Manager   |  Virden 

CELL: 306-641-9285

Calvin Workman 204-764-0260 

Ken Day 204-748-7713

Sage Currin 204-908-0131

Ken Nolan 431-353-2077

Brett Green 306-339-7304

Brody Slykhuis 306-577-8414

Curtis Brown 204-793-3095

Randy Smith 204-381-8234

Richard Bramley 204-867-7511

Offi  ce Manager: Pam Gould

Clerk: Donna Swanston

Order Buy Clerk: Karen Van Buuren

Head Auctioneer: Ward Cutler 204-851-2614

Yard Supervisor: Trevor Jessome 431-541-8737

The Cattle Market

HLS.CA

6 Wednesday Regular  Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9 a.m.

  Cow/Calf pair & Bred Cow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 p.m. 

13 Wednesday Presort Feeder Sale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 a.m.

  Cows & Bulls to follow

22 Friday Tack Sale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 p.m.

  Touch of Class Saddle Horse & Prospect Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7p.m.

  Followed by Regular Loose Horses

23 Saturday Man/Sask Small Animal & Bird Auction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 p.m.

  Special Qurbani Sheep/Goat Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 p.m.

  (Sheep & Goats, Llamas, Recreational Cattle, Pigs)

27 Wednesday Regular  Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m.

  Cow/Calf Pair & Bred Cow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2p.m.

17 Friday Cow/Calf pair & Bred Cow & Heifer Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 p.m.

18  Saturday Sheep/Goat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 p.m.

  Tack, Small Animals, Cattle, Pigs, Horses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 p.m.

22 Wednesday Presort Feeder Sale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 a.m.

29 Wednesday Regular Sale (Feeder Cattle, Cows/Bulls)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9 a.m

  Cow/Calf pair & Bred Cow & Heifer Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 p.m.

– APRIL 2026 –

– MAY 2026 –



The Government of Saskatchewan is celebrating the International Year of the 
Woman farmer and the women whose leadership, innovation and hard work con-
tinue to strengthen the province's agriculture sector. 

"Women have helped shape every part of our agriculture sector, strengthening 
both our economy and our communities," Agriculture Minister David Marit said. 
"From farming and ranching operations to research labs and processing facilities, 
their leadership across the value chain is driving the innovation that continues to 
keep Saskatchewan at the forefront of Canadian agriculture."

Saskatchewan is home to more than 34,000 farms, most of them family owned, 
many of them operated by husband-and-wife partnerships, and a growing number 
run by women. 

The province has an active network of female agriculture professionals who 
strive to connect and encourage women in the industry and serve on various indus-
try association boards and committees. One such network is Saskatchewan Women 
in Ag.

"Saskatchewan Women in Ag hosts networking events and mentorship activities 

to connect like-minded women from across the province and beyond," Board Chair 
Anna Karlsson said. "Through relationship building, our members support, em-
power, and uplift one another contributing to a stronger, more resilient industry."

This year, Saskatchewan recognizes the role of women in agriculture in helping to 
bring safe, high-quality agri-food products to tables across North America.
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Province celebrates International
Year of the Woman Farmer

26043FN0
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SIDING • METAL ROOFING • SOFFIT
FASCIA • EAVESTROUGHS • CLADDING

306.532.4496
WAPELLA 

  204.725.2294
BRANDON

Book before 
June 1, 2026 
for 10% off 

6" eavestrough 
install

Perfect for Pole Sheds, Perfect for Pole Sheds, 
Barns and Large BuildingsBarns and Large Buildings

ABLEEAVES2@HOTMAIL.CA

LanKenn Seed Cleaning Plant

• Averaging about 350,000 bushels per year
• New screen machine • Indent-gravity table

• Color sorter • Covered scale
• 3 Incoming Bins • 3 Clean Bins • 3 Screening Bins

For more information
Call 306-538-2028

Seed Cleaning Plant
 FOR SALE 

in Langbank

BY STEPHANIE ZOER
In 1901 the people of 

Pheasant Rump were 
forced to leave their land 
and made to live on White 
Bear.

Mostly women and chil-
dren packed what they 
could hold and walked on 
foot through the foothills 
of Moose Mountain, with 
the assistance of a few 
horses. Some of them car-
ried babies while others 
where elderly.

The weather was bitterly 
cold and snow remained 
on the ground. It was a 
grueling walk that started 
on March 21, and they ar-
rived in White Bear three 
days later.

In 2018 a motion was 
made to recognize March 
21 as a Day of Honouring. 
It was signed by Pheasant 
Rump leadership and since 
then the walk has taken 
place each year, except for 
the year of shutdowns. 

This year on March 21, 
the walk once again took 
place. It started in White 
Bear, setting off at the break 
of dawn. They travelled 
south on Highway 9 until 
they reached Highway 13. 
They followed Highway 13 
until they reached PRNFN. 
The walk is 45 kilometres 
and took them eight hours 
to complete. 

To ensure the safety 
of the people walking, 
they were escorted by the 
RCMP. Vehicles were also 
in tow for those who could 
no longer walk or needed 
a place to warm up. This 
luxury was not something 
the people had in 1901.

This year the walk was 
a little different. For the 

White Bear’s chief Jonathan 
Pasap, Ocean Man’s chief 
Ernest StandingReady, and 
Pheasant Rump’s chief Ira 

several band members did 
the long walk together to 
remember what their an-
cestors had to face.

For Juanita McArthur-
BigEagle, it made her think 
of her late father, Mac, and 
she also thought of the oth-
ers who had passed way. 

“Many of them carried 
the weight of the forced 
amalgamation their whole 
lives,” said McArthur-Big-
Eagle. “They would have 
been pleased to see our 
nations walking together, 

choosing unity and recon-
ciliation.

“By walking in their 

hardships they faced and 
the strength and resilience 
they carried forward,” said 
Chief Jonathan Pasap. “The 
journey of reconciliation 
with all our treaty part-
ners continues, and there 
remains much work to be 
done together.”

Chief Pasap went on to 
say that it was an honour 
to walk alongside Chief 
StandingReady, and Chief 
McArthur, and the commu-
nity members in remem-
brance.

“All people are welcome 
and encouraged to join us 
in next year’s walk,” said 
Pasap.

Chief Ira McArhur said 
that as always, the primary 
focus of the walk is to com-
memorate the ancestors of 
Pheasant Rump and Ocean 
Man, most of them being 
women and children.

“The illegal sale of the 

Pheasant Rump and Ocean 
Man reserves and forced 
amalgamation with White 
Bear in 1901 changed the 
lives of the members of 
three Nations,” said Chief 
McArthur. “It is a history 
that is important not only 
to our nations but to the 
southeast region of the 
province as well.”

In 1986 there was a settle-
ment agreement between 
White Bear and Canada 
which led to the re-estab-
lishment of PRNFN and 
OMFN in 1990. 

Ultimately, the walk is 
to honour their ancestors, 
and also for reconciliation 
and healing amongst the 
Nations.

“This walk is a personal 

some of whom fasted for 
the duration, and pushed 
themselves physically, 
emotionally, mentally, and 
spiritually in their own 
way,” said McArthur.

He is thankful to have 
been able to walk with the 

other two chiefs during 
this time. 

When they arrived at 
PRNFN they gathered for 
a feast and continued their 

recognition by gifting star 
blankets and stories. They 
felt that the weather was 
reasonable with some light 
fog in the morning and a 

light breeze.
They plan to continue 

with this tradition in years 
to come and hope that oth-
er communities will join in.

Day of Honouring Walk held to
remember Indigenous ancestors

The Indigenous walk included, back row from left holding the Pheasant Rump Nakota First Nations (PRNFN) staff Patrick 
McArthur, Patrick Jr. Watcheston, Chenoa McArthur, Charlie Maxie, Aaron McArthur, PRNFN Chief Ira McArthur, Charlie 
BigEagle, Ocean Man First Nation Chief Ernest StandingReady, and White Bear First Nation Chief Jonathan Pasap. Front 
row from left are Theo Brown, Lemiyah Pasap, Blake Wolfe-McArthur, Amaya Wolfe-McArthur, Camden Wolfe-McArthur, 
Karrah Pasap, Juanita McArthur-BigEagle and Alaska Blue. 

Stephanie Zoer photo
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Bucket Truck Services
BAKER ENTERPRISES

60 FOOT VERTICAL REACH!
• Tree Trimming & Cutting

• Replace yard light bulbs & Photo eyes
• Other services upon request

CALL FOR RATES!
Ben Baker • Kipling SK • Cell: 306-736-7445 
Home: 306-736-8189 • Shop: 306-736-2241

For more info, contact:
306-745-6450
400 Main Street Esterhazy
hrblock.ca 

File your farming 
tax return with 
H&R Block.
Our Tax Experts will help you maximize your credits and 
deductions, so you get the Maximum Refund Guaranteed.

If you discover an H&R Block error on your return that reduced 
your refund (or increased your liability), we will amend the 
return at no additional charge to correct our error. If H&R Block 
makes an error in the preparation of your tax return that costs 
you any interest or penalties on additional taxes due, although 
we do not assume the liability for the additional taxes, we will 
reimburse for the interest and penalties.

Portable
Remote Summer and 

Winter Solar Water Systems 
for livestock!

Call for pricing on solar systems, 
wind generators, aeration, service 

and repair on all makes and models.

Welwyn, SK • 306-435-7973 (C) • 306-733-4421 (H)

STOCKHOLM
AGENCIES LTD.

PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959

stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street • Stockholm, SK

Dawn Nagy, CAIB

Partway through our recent stay in sunny, southern 
California, hubby suggested I add the Richardson Pio-
neer (RP) app to my smart phone. Needless to say, his 

died and he actually has a smart phone—minus the 
smarts so to speak (no data).

When I get far away from home, I forget (other than 
the grands and the cats) most things “home.” By that I 
mean I don’t think about farm books, let’s say, or grain 
prices in particular, or the kitchen wall that could use a 

-
ing on the patio, or going for a walk along paths where 

for me there is the most basic of things: the great out-
doors, complete with never-ending sunshine. For hub-
by however, it’s barcharts (I can tell when he’s been on 
my phone) and RP apps with current grain prices; it’s 
the weather at home; and looking at the bin tempera-
ture readings our granddaughter is gathering for him 
each week.

grain prices are at (not so good, btw); fertilizer prices 
(yikes, what a hike); fuel prices (could do without this 
hike as we head into seeding); and bin temperatures 
(losing a bin of canola to overheating is not something 

to think about it all while I am vacationing—which I 
don’t want to take for granted and for which I am so 
thankful to be able to do. I well remember those years 

-
to-free places complete with comfy recliners and full-
size kitchens. 

Crossing the border into the U.S. was easy-peasy, 
crossing back into Canada, not so much. I am certain 
that over the past 50 years-ish, we have never had our 

receipt was reviewed without issue but I am sure we 
looked positively guilty when they asked if there was 
anything that could poke them when they (all three) 
went out to check our car. “Poke you?” I asked. Cro-

that thought out loud. In retrospect I think they meant 
sharp needles as in perhaps insulin needles or some-
thing but at the moment, we were thinking so hard of 
something in our car that could “poke” someone, we 
probably looked suspicious. 

We happened to be carrying our son-in-law and 

Saskatchewan to visit us, so when the agent asked how 

again looked off. Wondering if we were even allowed 
to carry golf bags that didn’t belong to us, we paused 

you know everything that’s in there?” Well that was 

idea what was in those Hobby Lobby bags!

when we called in to our credit card company to set up 
-

then asked what my most recent purchase was. I was 
-

-
ing which time (believe it or not) I seldom used my 

purchases. 

(it’s all one account but card numbers are different) 

most recent purchase was at a gas station in Sidney, 

-
til this: “Maybe noon, maybe mid-afternoon ish.” Not 

station?” Hubby: “Maybe Conoco? Sinclair? 76? Real-

of purchase?” Hubby: “$30, $40 perhaps?” (We had 
-

el-back-to-Canada trip for varying amounts). Not good 
enough. By this time we feel like we will never be able 

to patch us through to his superior, so badly had we 
done on this test. Okay, so he didn’t say all of that. Su-
perior: “Can you tell me when you made your last pay-
ment.” Me: “On or about February 20.” Superior: Not 

Your husband has to answer since he is the primary 
cardholder.” So we reached over to the statement that 

-
cedure!! 

produces 90% of the winter greens (lettuce, broccoli, 
etc.) that supply the United States between November 

-

Vegas and water ravines (or whatever they call them) 
criss-cross the region carrying water to the irrigation 

-
ter usage (and conservation) at a museum, every drop 
of water used by the farmers there is accounted for. 
While sprinkler irrigation systems might be used for 

the plants are kept watered during their growing sea-

whatever “summer” crops they decide to grow.
-

ricultural area on our trip south, our eyes and ears 
perked up because all things ag are so close to our 
hearts. Some of the valleys we drove through are bare-
ly three or four miles wide but the land is so well uti-
lized even in small spaces. Us prairie people rely, of 
course, on water from the sky but through many of the 
areas we travelled through (half a dozen states), it was 
all about water from the river and how much could be 
irrigated. In Yuma, 2500 trucks of produce move out 

matter where we went because of these trucks loaded 
with cases and cases of broccoli or romaine lettuce or 
whatever it was they were hauling. Cooling sheds are 
everywhere as the harvested crops need to get out of 
the heat (40C when we were there) and into cooling 

With winter vacation at its end, we headed north 
from the border into snowy Saskatchewan (after a ze-
ro-snow anywhere vacation) up from the border cross-
ing into Regina where we reconnected with the young-

California a few days before and then, before heading 
to Whitewood, we stopped in Balgonie to watch the 

curling bonspiel. Now there’s nothing better than 
a great curling game or two and we were not disap-

watching as they strategized and made their shots. Oh, 
and listened to our built-in commentator (their dad) 
when the skip placed his broom and the fellows made 
their shots. I can’t be sure since I wasn’t on the ice, but 
something makes me think the twins don’t necessarily 
need to communicate out loud to know what the other 
is thinking. 

Once again this winter I missed 4-H speeches (sad 
face here) but I did get a chance to read our 17-year-
old granddaughter’s speech (she had won at the local 

-
al challenges she has faced since birth and the coping 
strategies she has learned and applies to her everyday 
life. It’s very obvious there’s so much maturity and 
growth that comes from facing certain challenges in 
our lives, something that I could sure see in the words 
of her speech.

the challenges that you, our readers, are facing, and es-
pecially the grain farmers with challenging commodity 
and input prices, don’t overwhelm you as you contem-
plate seeding this year’s crop. May this spring season 
of new life and new growth (and those baby calves for 
some of you) put a smile on your face and a desire to 

When agriculture is always in your heart

See Plain & Valley online at

www.plainandvalley.com
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Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK/Virden, MB  •  306-434-6909

CONTACT MATT OR JEFF  AT
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision Farming Displays
Autosteer Systems
Application Contol Systems
And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

• Upgrade your air seeder blockage to Agtron Onyx Legend, 
Precision Planting Recon or Clarity with full on-farm instal-
lation and setup available 

• Ag Vision HD camera systems with true 1080P HD quality 
and 10” or 12” screen size options

• Bourgault ISOBUS conversion kits: Upgrade your existing 
5000, 6000, 7000, 8000 or 9000 series to full ISOBUS con-
trols and eliminate all the excess wiring in cab and reduce 
the amount of monitors being used to simplify and clean up 
your cab

• Full sectional control/variable rate 
NH3 or liquid fertilizer kits for all seeder 
makes and models

• Sprayer boom recirculation kits for 
PWM and non-PWM nozzle sprayers

• Sprayer nozzle PWM control spray 
systems, kits available for all makes 
and models of sprayers as well as 
spot spray green on green or green on 
brown systems available
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Seeder and Sprayer Upgrades Seeder and Sprayer Upgrades 
For Seeding 2026For Seeding 2026

KIOTI.comKIOTI.com

CX
SUB-COMPACT TRACTORS

25 HP

SERIES

Purchase a CS, CX, CK, DK, DKSE, NX or NS Series
KIOTI tractor and receive a FREE Loader*

Financing on all KIOTI Tractors,
Compact Loaders, UTVs and ZTRs.*0%

$3750
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

0%    72
UP TO

UP TO

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Mooseberry Acting Company performing 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ April 24-26

BY NICOLE TAYLOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Mooseberry Acting Co. will bring a long-awaited 
comedy to the stage next month with its production of 
“Tom, Dick and Harry.”

The play, written by Ray and Michael Cooney, has been 
more than 14 years in the making for the local theatre group.

“This particular play has been on our radar for 14 years,” 
-

tempted it, the actor cast as Tom became ill. Then we tried 
again in 2020, but we were forced to shut down just two 
weeks before production due to Covid.”

months of preparation by both cast and crew.
Following the pandemic, Mooseberry took time to re-

build before returning to the stage in 2023 with “Elvis Has 
Left the Building,” a production Garrett described as highly 
successful.

Now, the group is revisiting “Tom, Dick and Harry,” a 

adopting a child. Their plans quickly unravel as a visit from 

brothers, whose increasingly chaotic actions force Tom into 
a series of far-fetched explanations.

Mooseberry has staged several times.
The production features nine cast members and a six-

person crew. Rehearsals began in late January following 
casting in December and early January.

Garrett said the current group has created a positive and 
collaborative environment.

laughter,” she said. “That camaraderie is a big part of what 
makes these productions successful.”

Performances will take place April 24 and 25 at 7:30 p.m., 
and April 26 at 2 p.m. at the Moosomin Community The-
atre. Advance tickets are $20 and are available from cast 

members, the World-Spectator and Conexus Credit Union 
in Moosomin.

Back row from left: Sheilagh Garrett, Amanda Selby, Bobbie McLaughin, Madison Willnott-
Bennion and Nicole MacPherson. Front row: Kyle Callfas, Sean Brooks, Craig Palmer, Darby 
Yakiwchuk and Devin Nosterud.



BY TREVOR BACQUE
For First Nations, purchasing land for 

agricultural development is often not as 
straightforward as one might think. When 
a First Nation buys land through the Treaty 
Land Entitlement framework, or by other 
means, there are two options: go through 
the Additions to Reserve (ATR) process or 
purchase land as Fee Simple.

Additions to Reserve (ATR)
ATR is the addition of a piece of land to 

an existing reserve or the creation of a new 
reserve for a First Nation.

All Reserve lands are considered Crown 
land and are subject to detailed land laws 
according to the Indian Act:

1. Land is set aside for the use and exer-
cise of treaty rights by First Nations peo-
ple and their community.

2. Reserve land is exempt from Federal 
and provincial taxes – the property of a 
First Nation community or a First Nation 
person living on the reserve cannot be 
seized.

Reserve lands are subject to the rules 
laid out in the Indian Act or the First Na-
tions Land Management Act, in use when 
First Nations opt out of the land manage-
ment portion of the Indian Act and adopt 
their own land management code.

Fee Simple details
When a non-indigenous farmer buys 

land from a neighbour or realtor, it’s Fee 
Simple land – a tract of land with or with-
out structures on it. Anything can be done 
so long as the owner operates within the 
regional or county land-use bylaws.

reserve land and Fee Simple land in devel-
oping or business ventures is that reserve 
land cannot be leveraged to build infra-
structure. For example, if a First Nation 
wishes to develop a value-added process-
ing facility or farm equipment shed on 
reserve lands, they either need the cash-
on-hand or external investors. With Fee 
Simple, leveraging it for building infra-
structure is common.

Reserve land for agriculture
It’s appealing to have more tax-free 

land, since there’s a draw of the often-
large amounts of unused arable land. 

challenges, including access to capital and 
a general lack of agricultural capacity.

First Nations are pushed to use agrolo-
gists and agronomy to understand the 
land and how they’re going to be planting 
on it, know the whole schedule of farm-
ing, know the dates, when to apply for 
crop insurance, and know that well in ad-
vance. But since Indigenous people have 
a historic lack of access to capital through 

developed through investment companies 
or cash.

Continued on page 35 
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Get more from 
every acre
You’re under pressure to drive stronger yields while 

managing costs, conditions, and uncertainty.

Our tailored agronomy guidance helps you 

make confident, informed decisions to improve 

performance and maximize every acre.

MNP.ca

Dimitris Tellidis, Partner, Agronomy Services

204.721.4100  |  dimitris.tellidis@mnp.ca

Act Now & Lock in the 
Best Prices Available

Rules of First Nations land ownership: An overview
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306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag& Custom Ag
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KIOTI.comKIOTI.com

66-73 HPRX2020
SERIES UTILITY TRACTORS

Purchase a CS, CX, CK, DK, DKSE, NX or NS Series
KIOTI tractor and receive a FREE Loader*

Financing on all KIOTI Tractors,
Compact Loaders, UTVs and ZTRs.*0%

$4600
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

0%    60
UP TO

UP TO

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

BY NICOLE TAYLOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Kingston Midstream made a $50,000 donation last week 
to the Kipling Fire Department for a new rescue truck.

between $700,000 and $800,000 and is replacing a rescue 
truck that is 25 years old.

-
ers reach people faster and operate more safely, strength-
ening emergency response for residents, businesses and 

-
stream.

“Through the Richardson Foundation, we provide 
funding to communities with their capital projects. So 
basically, anything that will support the community that 

affects everybody. They need the proper equipment to do 

Kinston Midstream made the donation through the 
Richardson Foundation.

“It’s their foundation that they provide funding through 

“We will be upgrading our rescue truck to a newer 

Zepick with the Kipling Fire Department. “It goes to ev-
ery single call so it needs to be newer, for many reasons. 
This truck really needs to be reliable because it goes to 

Zepick says donations like the one from Kingston Mid-
stream help tremendously.

of the cost of the truck so that helps us a lot. “It means 
this truck is going to happen when you get donations like 

in the last year and once a new truck is ordered, it takes 
about two years for the truck to arrive.

He says current fundraising for the truck sits at about 
$75,000

“We’re hoping to get the ordering process started soon-
er rather than later so that we can have it in a two year 

$50,000 donated by Kingston Midstream 
to Kipling Fire Department for new truck

Back row from 
left: Spencer Davies, 
Dwayne Dedecker, 
Dan Lyons, Travis 
Kish, Brody Heaton, 
Jared Toth, and Kirk 
Oliver.

In front are Den-
nis Cacho, Quentin 
Oliver, Brody Zepick, 
and Ken Nordal with 
the fire department, 
Tammy Davies, Dena 
Bachorcik, and Travis 
Van Meer with Kings-
ton Midstream, and 
Cheyenne Siebert 
and Makyla Stender 
with the fire depart-
ment.
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Hours: Monday - Friday: 8 am - 6 pm • Saturday: 8 am - 12 pm
354 Main Street • St. Lazare, MB • 204-683-2290

Virden Ag & Parts | 560 Commonwealth Drive, Virden | (204) 748-4469 | virdenag.ca

In Stock Balers:
605N Baler
604 Pro G4 Baler
6650 Rancher

In Stock Rakes:
VR1224 Carted Wheel Rake
VR820 Carted Wheel Rake

Cash Back and Low Rate 
Financing Offers Available!

Continued from page 33
Land is then leased back to a First Na-

tion-owned corporate entity. The First 
Nation-owned corporate entity leasing the 
land can then farm it, develop it, or sub-
lease it to a third-party farmer.

The designation process is complex and 
can regularly take up to two years. The 
designation request is sent to the chief, the 
community councillors, and then to the 
Minister of Indigenous Services, with no 
guarantee of the outcome.

There are other less-complicated proce-
dures to pursue uncultivated and unused 
reserve lands intended for short-term ag-
ricultural purposes, such as a permit un-
der subsection 28(2) of the Indian Act or 
a lease under paragraph 58(1)(c) of the In-
dian Act.

What about Buckshee
Agreements?

There are also Buckshee Agreements, an 
informal agreement where a First Nation 
or band member allows, often verbally, 
a non-First Nation farmer to farm a por-
tion of the reserve lands. However, as Bil-
lie Fortier, partner at MLT Aikins LLP in 
Calgary, Alta., explains, Buckshee Agree-

ments are not binding, and there is no re-
course if anything goes sideways with the 
relationship.

Customary Allocations
as an option

Like Buckshee Leases, Customary Allo-
cations granted to an individual are also 
not considered legally binding. A Custom-
ary Allocation is a resolution of a First Na-
tion council, or applicable custom or law 
of the First Nation, to use land for agricul-
tural purposes.

However, an individual member of a 
First Nation may obtain allotments on 
reserves, giving them the right to exclu-

Possession (CP), and once the First Nation 
approves the allotment, the federal Minis-
ter of Indigenous Services must issue the 
CP.

“It’s as close to Fee Simple as a band 
member can get on reserve,” Fortier ex-
plains. “Members have an enforceable 
right of possession; they can then lease 
those lands to other members or non-
members [with Ministerial approval], ex-
tract natural resources and farm the CP 

lands freely.”
Fortier says it’s important to remember 

that a CP may be transferred only to an-
other member or band, and those lands 
cannot be sold as fee simple lands can.

The Westbank First Nation in British Co-
lumbia has allotted almost all of its terri-
tory to individual members using CPs. It’s 
a prime example of how CP holders can 
lease and develop their lands.

Fortier suggests a band member can le-
verage reserve land for agricultural pur-
poses by being allotted a CP. The other op-
tion is for a First Nation to source outside 
investors. However, Fortier cautions that 
the business relationship should be struc-
tured carefully to minimize liabilities.

“We often see First Nation-owned busi-
nesses engage partners either to get more 
investors on board or to engage their on-
site expertise,” she says. “A Nation-owned 
company may want to develop a large-

scale farming operation and would need 
initial capital investment, possibly by 
bringing in a third-party partner. Do your 
due diligence to make sure you’re choos-
ing the right partners and the most advan-
tageous business structure and that you’re 
protecting the company’s long-term inter-
ests, and by extension, the First Nation’s.”

Bottom line
Reserve lands and Fee Simple lands are 

distinctly different, and both come with 
unique advantages. Reserve lands often 

since the owner cannot leverage land the 
same way someone who owns fee-simple 
lands can, except for the long-term leases 
provided through the Indian Act land des-
ignation process. A clear set of goals and 
expectations is key to successfully devel-
oping and farming either type of land.

Rules of First Nations land ownership: An overview

LOCAL SERVICE.
BIG RESULTS.
QUALITY YOU CAN SEE.
From bold banners to sleek storefront signage, we deliver high-quality 

printing that gets you noticed. Durable materials, vivid colors, and fast

turnaround—because your brand deserves nothing less.

Contact us:
306-435-2445 | world_spectator@sasktel.net

www.world-spectator.com
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Pierson, MB

204-634-2293
sales@leesservice.ca

www.leesservicecentre.com
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

SATURDAY: 9 A.M. - NOON

LEE’S SERVICE CENTRE IS HIRING!LEE’S SERVICE CENTRE IS HIRING!

Looking for a place where you can enjoy what 
you do—without the politics of big business? 
Join a family-run company that puts customers 
and community first.

Now Hiring:

AGRICULTURE EQUIPMENT 
TECHNICIAN

We’re open to candidates with a wide range of 
experience. Whether you’re starting out as an 
apprentice or bring years of hands-on expertise, we 
want to hear from you.

Location: Pierson, Manitoba
For more information, please call Kurtis Lee 

at (204) 634-2293

Send resume to:
Box 187, Pierson, MB, R0M 1S0

or email: sales@leesservice.ca

New-hire incentive and benefit
packages available

2024 NEW HOLLAND T7.2902024 NEW HOLLAND T7.290

$339,900
Stock: 18587B

2024 NEW HOLLAND T9.6552024 NEW HOLLAND T9.655

$837,900
Stock: 18594B

2019 NEW HOLLAND P20822019 NEW HOLLAND P2082

$356,900
Stock: 16895C

2022 NEW HOLLAND SP.370F2022 NEW HOLLAND SP.370F

$560,900
Stock: 13518B

2016 NEW HOLLAND CX8.802016 NEW HOLLAND CX8.80

$218,900
Stock: 15559D

2024 NEW HOLLAND CR9.90Z2024 NEW HOLLAND CR9.90Z

$769,900
Stock: 18528C

2024 NEW HOLLAND 790CP-152024 NEW HOLLAND 790CP-15

$25,000
Stock: 17442F

2023 GRAINMAXX 861252023 GRAINMAXX 86125

$97,900
Stock: 16431B

MOOSOMIN • 306-435-3610
MAZERGROUP.CA

AIR SEEDER HOSEAIR SEEDER HOSE
2 -1/2” Black 

$3.65/Foot
2-1/2” White 

$3.65/Foot

1” Black 
$1.05/Foot

1” White
$1.05/Foot

PRAIRIE SELECT PRAIRIE SELECT 
DIESEL EXHAUST FLUIDDIESEL EXHAUST FLUID

1040 Litre Tote  $979
Includes Core Charge

208 Litre Barrel $299
Includes Core Charge

9.46 Litre Jug $17.50

*enviro levy on jugs only*

77501

TIMECUTTER®MAX 50"
ONLY

$5,299
• 23HP KAWASAKI
  FABRICATED DECK

75748

TIMECUTTER® 42"
ONLY

$4,199
• 15.5HP BRIGGS SINGLE
   STAMPED DECK

75747

TIMECUTTER® 42"
ONLY

$5,999
• 22HP KOHLER
   STEEL FABRICATED DECK

ZERO
TURN
MOWER SALE

Rock-Solid Durability, Pro-Grade Performance and 
Easy Maintenance for your Easiest Mow Ever with 

Best-Grass-In-The-Neighborhood Results.

INTRODUCING THE NEXT
GENERATION OF ZERO TURNS

All the power you'll need to
maintain your property.

SOLID.

MyRIDE®

$4,499 $5,799 $6,399

As of April 1, SaskAgMatters Mental Health Network 
Inc. will manage the Farm Stress Line as part of a coor-
dinated mental health support system for Saskatchewan 
producers, their family members and their employees. 

crisis line counsellors trained in agriculture, as well as 
follow-up counselling sessions with Saskatchewan-based 
registered mental health professionals with backgrounds 
in agriculture. 

The Government of Saskatchewan and Government of 
Canada are providing $200,000 per year for the next two 
years for the Farm Stress Line and counselling services 
through the Sustainable Canadian Agriculture Partner-
ship (Sustainable CAP).

“Farmers withstand unique demands and challenges 
that affect not only their physical health, but also mental 
wellbeing,” Federal Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister 
Heath MacDonald said. “This partnership ensures that 
when members of our agricultural community reach out, 
they are connected with a mental health professional 
who truly understands their reality.”

“People working in agriculture face stressful work 
conditions affecting their livelihood and wellbeing,” Ag-
riculture Minister David Marit said. “They need support 
from mental health professionals who understand the 

who reach out. The Farm Stress Line has a proud his-
tory of supporting the agricultural community, and these 
improved services will help protect the health of people 
working in the sector.” 

The Farm Stress Line toll-free number - 1-800-667-4442 
- will stay the same. Producers can call about anything 

ily pressures, anxiety, depression, burnout or concern for 
someone else.     

SaskAgMatters is a Saskatchewan-based organiza-
tion of producers and mental health professionals. The 
organization is enhancing its local counselling services 
through a partnership with the Canadian Centre for Ag-
ricultural Wellbeing to provide crisis support services 
from counsellors with agricultural training through the 
National Farmer Crisis Line.

“SaskAgMatters was founded to break down the bar-

riers that Saskatchewan farm families face when trying 
to get help,” SaskAgMatters board chair and co-found-
er Cynthia Beck said. “We have removed the time and 

telephone or virtually.”
“Through our research, we listened to Saskatchewan 

farmers and ranchers,” Associate Professor, College of 
Nursing, University of Saskatchewan, and co-founder of 
SaskAgMatters Dr. Michelle Pavloff said. “Their experi-
ences guided this new approach to mental health sup-
port, including a refreshed Farm Stress Line and access to 

therapy provided by those who understand agriculture, 
either through lived experience or training. This work 
was built with producers, and we are proud to be ad-
vancing farmer mental health in Saskatchewan.” 

by federal, provincial and territorial governments to 
strengthen competitiveness, innovation, and resiliency 
of Canada’s agriculture, agri-food, and agri-based prod-
ucts sector. This includes $1 billion in federal programs 

shared 60 per cent federally and 40 per cent provincially 
for programs that are designed and delivered by prov-
inces and territories.

New Farm Stress Line partnership delivers enhanced 
mental health services for the agriculture sector

Next issue of Plain & Valley:

May 15, 2026
Deadline: May 6, 2026

Call 306-435-2445 or email
world_spectator@sasktel.net
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Built in Canada for work in 
Canada, the Kubota M8 
Series is True North Strong!  
The proof is in the POWER 
and the PERFORMANCE! 

 
Horsepower(Engine)180 - 200 HP 
Horsepower(PTO)      145 - 159 HP

YOUR LOCAL KUBOTA DEALER 

The M7 Series brings a 
variety of features for 
greater productivity and 
operator comfort, so that 
your hard work becomes a 
little easier!

Horsepower (Engine) 128 - 168 HP 
Horsepower (PTO)        100 - 140 HP 

Introducing the M6 Series of 
deluxe mid-size tractors 
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comfort, smooth operation 
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a smaller frame! 
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Horsepower (PTO)          82 – 114 HP 

EXPERIENCE THE POWER, PERFORMANCE 
AND VERSATILITY OF KUBOTA 

BUY CASH & SAVESAVE UP TO 12,000 SAVE $10,000

Continued from page 27
She has another program called 

“Barn Rats.” This program is for 
youth and runs for nine months. 
It is an introduction to ranch life. 
They learn about chores, the care 
of a horse and the farm. They also 
get to ride a horse.

Lyke’s Riding Academy pro-
gram is for ages 10 -18. Here 
they focus on riding. They have 
a horse they use throughout the 
program. The youth learn to do 
drill teamwork, trail riding, and 
work together in a group. 

The last Monday of every 
month is the Dirty Saddle Club. 
This is an adult-only club and is 
a time for horse lovers to come to-
gether and have a social. They can 

ride if they like and it is an oppor-
tunity for non-horse owners to 
have a chance to ride a horse.

horse stuff, and she could not be 
any happier. This is the life she 
has dreamed about. Not every-
one gets to live out their dreams, 
but Lyke has a good start. It is her 
goal to teach people to do better 
on their horses. She feels there is 
always so much to learn, and she 
continues to grow and learn her-
self.

Lyke is excited for another year 
of horse shows, lessons and just 
the pure love of horses and being 
able to share that with other horse 
lovers that come out to the New 
Hope Ranch. 

New Hope Ranch a dream come true for owner DeeAnna Lyke

       DeeAnna Lyke photos

Above left: DeeAnna Lyke likes the versatility of the Arabian horse and takes them on 
cattle drives regularly.

Above right: One of the highlights of her ranch is the large indoor arena that is used every 
day for lessons. 

Below: Geldings, mares, and miniature ponies are housed separately. Here the gelding 
pen sports a wide range of colour.                  



BY STEPHANIE ZOER
Jim and Sarah Anderson and their chil-

dren Morgan, Quinn, and Cole celebrated 
their 15th annual bull sale on April 7. 
Right Cross Ranch is located southwest 
of Kisbey, and they had 49 yearling and 
two-year-old red and black angus bulls to 
offer.

T Bar C Cattle Co was the auctioneer 
company that took care of the sale. Chris 
Poley welcomed everyone and introduced 
the Anderson Family. Jim thanked every-
one for coming and thanked his family for 
all the hard work they put into the cattle. 
It is a family ranch with the kids helping 
at most levels.

The Andersons moved from Alberta in 
2010 to start their dream farm. At the time 
they had no children but wanted their 
kids raised on a farm and now their three 
kids play a major part in farm life and 15 

years later they are holding another bull 
sale. 

The sale began with a luncheon for the 

the opportunity to check out the pens be-

The bulls are housed together and rarely 
show any aggression towards each other.

Chris Poley does not fool around when 
it comes time to start the auction. He is 
quick and clear, selling over 50 bulls in a 
little more than an hour. Each bull enters 
the ring, but two decided this was not for 
them and the bulls made a sharp left and 
never showed their face. 

With the bulls being out of their ele-
ment a few were a little excited when they 
came into the sale ring. They pawed at 
the shavings, sending them high into the 
crowd. These bulls wanted to make sure 
the crowd was paying attention.

All bulls are checked for their weight, 
their scrotal measurement, and the birth 
weight of calves. Some bulls are only for 
older cows as the birth weight is heavier, 
others are offered for heifers, which will 

into detail about parental lineage, and the 
buyers are reminded of this as the bull 
comes through the ring.

-
fered three purebred Charolais yearling 
bulls. They began farming four years ago. 
Matthew, Micaela, and Colt began with a 
commercial herd and recently extended 
their program into purebred Charolais. 
Matthew had previously worked for the 
Anderson family, and they are grateful for 
the guidance and opportunity to sell a few 
bulls at the sale.

With the bulls all sold and going to 
their prospective homes across Canada, 
the Anderson family will focus on calving 
and raising the next crop for bulls for their 
up-and-coming sales in the future.
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RCR Renovation 192M is sleek 
and comes from a conformational 
correct cow. She is raising another 
bull calf for next year’s sale.

Fifteen years of selling bulls on Right Cross Ranch

RCR Prime Cut 122M, RCR Prime Cut 131M, RCR Prime Cut 147M, 
and RCR Prime Cut 184M were a few of the high selling bulls at Right 
Cross Ranch.              Stephanie Zoer photo

On Right Cross Ranch some of the work is done on horseback which 
is enjoyed by the whole family. 

 Stephanie Zoer photo

MOR Apollo 8N, MOR Dustin 1N, and MOR Zeus 6N are purebred 
yearling Charolais and brought in by guest consigner the Roberts family. 

Stephanie Zoer photo



BY STEPHANIE ZOER
For 22 years Glenlees Farm, Blair Athol 

Farms and Haroldson’s Polled Herefords 
have held an annual bull sale. At this sale, 
the best of the best is offered for people to 
view and purchase. This can be done in 
person, over the phone or online bidding 
process. 

The sale was held on April 3 at Right 
Cross Ranch southwest of Kisbey. It was 
the largest Polled Hereford Bull Sale in 
Canada. Three families with respected 
programs and deep roots in the industry 
offered over 60 bulls for sale.

Blair Athol Polled Hereford Farm is lo-
cated north of Arcola. The family farm is 
owned by Duncan and Val Lees and their 
son and family, Jeff, Grace, Kylee, Jackson, 
Hannah and Josie, Christin, and Randy. 
It is the second oldest Hereford farm in 
Canada.

Glenlees Farm is also family owned and 
located north of Arcola. George and An-
nette Lees, along with their son and fam-
ily, Corey, Tasha, Emma, Kyla, and Becca 
help run the farm. One of their two-year-
old bulls went CN Supreme Champion-

ship in 2023.
Haroldson’s Polled Herefords is also 

family run by Lenna, Kristy, and Chad 
Wilson. They are located near Wawota, 
and they offer Hereford and Black Angus 
Bulls at the sale. All three of these farms 
are well known for their quality stock.

T Bar C Cattle Co. auctioneer Chris Pol-
ey welcomed everyone to the sale. He has 
been the auctioneer for these sales for the 
past 22 years. He brings ringside spotters 
for the bids, and sale day phones.

Not only is it a day sale, trucking needs 
to be arranged, travellers’ accommoda-
tions need to be arranged, insurance 
needs to be in place, and the bulls need to 
be hauled to the sales barn.

Poley introduced the families and said 
that each one has built their programs 
from the ground up with cow power, 
which have strong maternal lines that 
transmit quality, productivity, and lon-
gevity. The cows that produce these bulls 
need to have nice top lines, great feet and 
the udder needs to be even, as these traits 
will go into the calves.

Within the pedigrees of these bulls a 

to numerous national champions. Wheth-
er a person was looking to add to their 
purebred herd or a foundation commer-
cial herd, these bulls will add to the foun-

dation of any breeding program.
The sales barn was packed with respec-

tive buyers, but before the sale begins a 
luncheon is offered and catered by Wier’s 
Catering. The bulls are housed out behind 
the sales barn for viewing. Each bull is se-
men tested and inspected by a veterinar-
ian.

Bulls for the sale are hand selected 
by the farms. They need to have a clean 
top line, excellent feet, and average birth 
weights. Bulls that are used on heifers 
tend to have a lower birth weight for ease 

Respective buyers came from all cor-
ners of Canada and into the United States. 
They were willing to pay top dollar for 
one of these quality bulls with some sell-
ing for over $45,000, and many were re-
peat buyers. The sale is quick with each 
bull coming through the ring. 

For quality polled Hereford bulls, this is 
a sale that respective buyers do not want 
to miss.
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Largest Hereford bull sale in Canada held by Kisbey

Above left: A wide range of one- and two-year-old Hereford and Black Angus bulls filled the pens at the back of the sale barn held at Right Cross 
Ranch by Kisbey. Above right: Glenlees MK 3128 Northstar 11N and Glenlees DBK 63F Outline 122N were two of the outstanding Hereford bulls 
offered by Glenlees Farm at the annual bull sale.

Haroldson’s Proud 35L ET 50N 
bull relaxes before entering the 
sale ring at the annual Wilson-Lees 
Bull Sale.                      Stephanie Zoer photo

Stephanie Zoer photos
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REPORTER
Producers in Southeast Saskatche-

wan are eligible to access strychnine 
for gopher control after the govern-
ments of Saskatchewan and Alberta 
received approval for a revised joint 
Emergency Use Request for the use 
of two per cent liquid strychnine to 
support integrated pest manage-
ment of Richardson's ground squir-
rels (RGS).

There are 15 crop districts in Sas-
katchewan that will be eligible to ac-
cess strychnine.

The revised request was submit-
ted to Health Canada's Pest Manage-
ment Regulatory Agency (PMRA) 
following close collaboration be-
tween both provinces and the feder-
al government. The revised request 
included additional stewardship 
measures and environmental safe-
guards to support responsible use.

As a result, 208 RMs in roughly 15 
crop districts in southern and west-
ern Saskatchewan will have access 
to strychnine. 

"Saskatchewan producers have 
been clear about the challenges they 
face in managing gophers with the 
limited tools currently available," 
Agriculture Minister David Marit 
said. "We are pleased to see the 
emergency use request granted as a 
practical opportunity for producers 
to demonstrate how strychnine can 
help protect their crops and pastures 
from continued damage. We hope 
to see strychnine reinstated perma-
nently in the future as a tool produc-
ers can use to manage gophers."

Under the Emergency Use Reg-
istration authorized through the 
Pest Control Products Act, areas in 
approximately 15 crop districts in 
southwest, southeast, south central 
and northwest Saskatchewan will be 
eligible to access strychnine. These 

-
katchewan Crop Insurance Corpo-
ration claims data and information 

related to species at risk presence.
The revised Emergency Use Regis-

tration includes measures to protect 

geographic scope, increased moni-
toring and carcass collection and 
disposal requirements and enhanced 
mandatory training. 

The federal authorization allows 
strychnine to be registered for use 
in Saskatchewan and Alberta until 
November 2027, subject to all PMRA 
conditions. Saskatchewan will con-
tinue to support producers, includ-
ing those outside of areas eligible 
for strychnine, through extension 
efforts, the Gopher Control Program 
and Saskatchewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation programs. 

"The Saskatchewan Association 
of Rural Municipalities (SARM) has 
been calling for a practical solution 
on strychnine for a long time, so to-

win for our members," SARM Presi-
dent Bill Huber said. "SARM will 
continue to work with governments 
and producers to ensure this tool is 
used responsibly and effectively."

"We applaud the government for 
hearing producers' concerns and 
pushing forward with a common 
sense, made-in Saskatchewan solu-
tion to the ongoing gopher infesta-
tion," Saskatchewan Stock Grow-
ers Association President Jeff Yorga 
said.

"We want to thank the govern-
ment of Saskatchewan for continu-
ing to press this issue with the Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency," 
Sask Wheat board chair and produc-
er from Broadview Jocelyn Velestuk 
said. "Having controlled, emergency 
registration of strychnine provides 
producers with a critical tool to help 
mitigate damage and losses to ce-
real crops incurred by pests. While 
we are still awaiting full details, the 
positive direction we are seeing is 
an important step for Saskatchewan 
farmers."

Continued on page 42 

Southeast Sask eligible to access 
strychnine for gopher control

The 15 strychnine use areas in Saskatchewan.
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BY AMBER VANDALE TORRANCE
On March 19, the Valleyview Co-op 

Food Store made a $2,000 food donation 
to the Virden and Area Food Cupboard, 
thanks to support from Kraft Heinz 
through its Groceries for Good program. 

The donation of Kraft products will 
support individuals and families in the 
Virden area facing food insecurity. The 
Groceries for Good program partners 
with local grocery retailers across Canada 
to provide food donations directly to food 
banks serving their communities. 

“Canadian food bank usage is at an all-

ever,” said Cory Dittmer of Kraft Heinz. 
“At Kraft Heinz, we are committed to 
standing by Canadians and our custom-
ers by making a positive impact in com-
munities by partnering with Food Banks 
Canada.” 

Valleyview Co-op’s Virden Grocery 
Store team, led by Lorne Gryjack, played 
a key role in co-ordinating the local dona-

tion to the Virden and Area Food Cup-
board, ensuring the products reached 
those in need. Gryjack credits the project’s 
success to the commitment and teamwork 
of his staff. 

“Programs like Groceries for Good show 
what’s possible when national partners, 
local teams, and supportive communities 
come together,” said David Wowk, Gen-
eral Manager of Valleyview Co-op. “I’m 
proud of our Virden Food Store grocery 
team for turning this $2,000 Kraft prod-
uct donation into meaningful support 
for the Virden and Area Food Cupboard, 
and grateful to our community for always 
stepping up when it matters most.” 

Shirley Gibson from the Virden and 
Area Food Cupboard says a donation of 
this size is quite impactful as demand 
for food hampers continues to grow. “It’s 
wonderful to have this much food; it cer-

-
ing anything between 40 and 50 hampers 
twice a month.”

Valleyview Co-op donates $2,000 
to Virden Food Cupboard through 

Groceries for Good program

Through the 
Groceries for 

Good pro-
gram, Kraft 
Canada and 
Valleyview 
Co-op have 
partnered to 
support the 
Virden and 
Area Food 
Cupboard 

with food to 
help local 

families ac-
cess essential 

groceries.
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"Saskatchewan Pulse Growers is pleased to see the ap-

proval of the emergency use registration of strychnine for 
RGS control," Saskatchewan Pulse Growers Board Chair 
Stuart Lawrence said. "With limited options, we recog-
nize the Government of Saskatchewan's efforts to ensure 
continued access to this important and effective product."

"The Saskatchewan Cattle Association (SCA) applauds 
the federal government's announcement authorizing 
time-limited and controlled emergency registration of 
strychnine for the management of RGS," SCA Chair Chad 
Ross said. "The considerable negative economic impact of 
RGS is a reality for many livestock producers, and their 

ability to manage this pest is essential. SCA greatly appre-
ciates the Saskatchewan government's efforts to ensure 
that producers have access to this important pest control 
tool as part of their RGS management strategy."

"This emergency registration provides Saskatchewan 
farmers and ranchers with an essential pest management 
tool to protect against more losses caused by RGS," Sas-
kOats Chair and producer near Pangman, Saskatchewan 
Elwood White said. "RGS have been increasing sharply in 
some areas since the cancellation of this product in 2023 
and this essential change will allow producers adequate 
tools to address this problem."  

"Farmers have been clear that losing strychnine has 

caused extreme losses on our farms," SaskBarley Chair 
Cody Glenn said. "This revised EUR shows we can use 
strychnine safely while still protecting wildlife. It means 
farmers can once again use a tool that makes a real differ-
ence in managing RGS."

"Richardson's ground squirrels are causing real dam-
age for Saskatchewan farmers, and producers need ef-
fective, responsible tools to manage them," SaskOilseeds 
Research Manager Doug Heath said. "This time-limited, 
tightly controlled emergency registration gives farm-
ers access to an important option, while ensuring strong 
safeguards are in place for the environment and species 
at risk."

Southeast Saskatchewan eligible to
access strychnine for gopher control

Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister Da-
vid Marit has announced changes to the 2026 
AgriStability Program, administered by the 
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation 
(SCIC). This follows through on the province’s 
ongoing commitment to ensure its business 
risk management programs remain relevant 
and further support Saskatchewan livestock 
producers. 

"These AgriStability Program enhancements 
better recognize feed costs and pasture use, 
providing more meaningful and responsive 
support for our livestock producers,” Marit 
said. “Our government has been responsive to 
the sector’s requests, ensuring producers have 
access to relevant programs they need to man-
age risk and remain resilient." 

Starting in the 2026 Program Year, for opera-
tions that rent pastureland for grazing, the costs 
associated with the rent or lease will be consid-
ered as allowable expenses for AgriStability. 

feed volume for the animals grazed. The pro-
ducer needs to demonstrate that the transaction 
is for access to livestock feed, not for crop or 
forage production. 

As previously announced, also starting in the 

2026 Program Year, AgriStability is adjusting 
the feed inventory pricing for livestock produc-
ers. This accounts for feed destined to be used 
on the farm and not sold. When feed prices rise, 
the value of ending inventories can increase, 
potentially offsetting losses of actual feed pro-

end of year price along with opening and end-
ing feed quantities to calculate the value of the 
inventory change.

“The Saskatchewan Association of Rural 
Municipalities (SARM) appreciates the prov-
ince’s continued commitment to strengthening 
AgriStability and ensuring business risk man-
agement programs meet the practical needs 
of Saskatchewan producers,” said Bill Huber, 
SARM President. “The inclusion of pasture 
rental costs and the feed inventory adjustment 

realities faced by our livestock producers, par-
ticularly during dry years.”

"The Saskatchewan Stock Growers Associa-
tion (SSGA) welcomes the 2026 AgriStability 

-
stock producers manage their operations," 
SSGA President Jeff Yorga said. "Starting to 
capture on-farm feed inventories and rented 

strengthening the program's ability to support 
producers through dry years, rising costs and 
market uncertainty."

"Strong risk management programs are es-
sential for Saskatchewan cattle producers to re-
main competitive and resilient," Saskatchewan 
Cattle Association (SCA) Chair Chad Ross said. 
"SCA has worked hard to ensure producers 
have responsive and practical programs avail-
able to them. We appreciate the announced en-
hancements to the 2026 AgriStability Program. 
These improvements will help Saskatchewan 
producers more effectively manage their risks."

Enrolling in AgriStability is simple. To re-
quest a new participant package, call the SCIC 
AgriStability Call Centre at 1-866-270-8450 or 
email agristability@scic.ca. The deadline to en-
roll in the 2026 AgriStability Program Year is 
April 30, 2026.

AgriStability protects Canadian producers 
against large declines in farming income for 
reasons such as production loss, increased costs 
and market conditions. It is one of the Business 
Risk Management programs under the Sustain-
able Canadian Agricultural Partnership.

Government of Sask announces detailed 
changes to 2026 AgriStability Program
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Continued from page 25
hard work on their farm 
north of their beloved little 
community, and it’s easy 
to see that Delvin not only 
has a gift when it comes to 
knowing a winner when he 
sees one, but a gift in pre-
paring a Clyde for show. 
Over their years on the 
farm, they have grown 
crops and raised cattle and 
horses, but their true love 
are their Clydes.

Szumutku’s lifelong love 
of horses—big horses that 
is—began almost from the 
beginning of his life. Now 
74 years old, Szumutku 
says his dad always had 
Belgian draft horses, but as 
just a kid. Szumutku was 
more smitten with Clydes-
dale horses though they 
had none.

“I loved the Clydes-
dales,” Szumutku said in 
an interview at his Stock-
holm-area farm. “Their 
legs, their white hair—I 
loved that about them. 

when I was 12 years old.”
Of course, it wasn’t quite 

that simple. There was 
some work to be done to 
raise the money to be able 
to make such a purchase, 
and work he did, digging 
holes and putting tele-
phone poles into the holes 
in the 1960s. These weren’t 
just any holes, they were 
four feet deep, dug with a 
shovel and re-dug when he 
hit a rock. The pay was $4 
a hole. He dug holes from 
Stockholm north for two 
miles to the home farm 
where he still lives. And 
that money meant he could 

year-old mare, not even 
broke.

When his dad purchased 
a Clydesdale stallion in the 
‘60s, that was the begin-
ning of a near lifetime of 
not only raising Clydes-
dales but showing them as 
well. And preparing these 
massive horses would be-
come Szumutku’s passion 
because showing them 
was one thing, but mak-
ing them show-ready was 
where his greatest skill 
shone through.

“We (my dad and I) 
showed horses at the Roy-
al in Toronto in the mid-
60’s,” Szumutku said of 
those early years when he 
was just 13 and 14 years 
old. “The federal govern-
ment provided funding 
to the provincial govern-
ment who sponsored one 
train car of cattle and one 
train car of horses to go 
to Toronto to the Royal,” 
Szumutku explained. “You 
had to apply to the Royal 
and then qualify to be able 
to have your horse go by 
train.”

Though there was no 
cost for the horses to go 
by train, the owners had 
to pay other expenses and 
supply the feed for their 
animals. Nineteen horses 
was the maximum number 
in a train car and the own-
ers rode along in the car to 
care for them. It took about 
three days to get there and 
in order to have the horses 
ready for show, this meant 
leaving Saskatchewan 
about 10 days before the 
show began. Once they 

disembarked in Toronto 
in the middle of the night, 
they then had to walk their 
animals to the grounds—
the Horse Palace as it was 
called.

“It was an incredible 
sound,” Szumutku said as 
he remembered the sound 
of the horseshoes hitting 
the ground as the horses 
were led the three-block 
distance to the Horse Pal-
ace. Not only was the sound 
remarkable, but the specta-
tors who lined the streets 
made quite an impression, 
especially as it was about 
three in the morning. Peo-
ple were enamoured with 
these big, beautiful horses 
that can weigh upward of 
2,000 pounds or more.

Young Szumutku, along 
with his dad and others 
who had traveled to Toron-
to with their horses, stayed 
in dorms that were provid-
ed for them and everyone 
chipped money in for gro-
ceries so they could make 
their own meals while they 
were in the city.

One cold, wintery No-
vember after showing in 
Toronto, Szumutku, about 
15 at the time, boarded the 
train with his horse, car-
rying with him a can of 
soup and some wieners 
to eat along the way. The 
cold temperatures not only 
froze the barrel of water 
meant for the horses, but 
also his food. With no heat 
on the train, he decided 
to use the one-burner hot 
plate they had to warm up 
his soup. 

“I opened my can of soup 
with a hoof trimmer,” Szu-
mutku said, “then stuck 
the frozen wieners in the 
can of soup and put it on 
the hot plate. Three hours 
later, I checked and the 
soup was just lukewarm 
and I thought I would give 
it just half an hour more 
because hot soup would 
really warm me up.”

Unfortunately for Szu-
mutku, he inadvertently 
spilled his soup and his 
warm meal ended up on 

could have cried,” he said 
of that moment. “I took a 
horse blanket and threw it 
over me to stay warm.”

Szumutku and his dad 
also showed horses lo-
cally and one summer Szu-
mutku’s dad came home 
from an appointment with 
his heart specialist with a 
grand idea. Szumutku had 
come in from summerfal-

nine in the evening and his 

in the barn. His dad’s idea 
was to show at the York-
ton Exhibition which was 
to start the following day. 
Szumutku looked at the 
horses. None were even 
remotely ready for show. 
They were dirty with burrs 
stuck to their hair, and he 
thought, “We haven’t even 
registered for the show, but 
if they let us in, I will go.” 
And as luck would have it, 
they knew who to get in 
touch with and got regis-
tered, albeit late.

“I arrived in Yorkton 
at midnight,” recalls Szu-
mutku, “and I worked all 
night to clean that horse 
up, shoes on, washed up, 
trimmed up.” All his work 
paid off with that last min-
ute decision to show be-
cause the horse he ended 
up taking won the Su-
preme Grand Champion 
award. Sadly, it would be 
his dad’s last horse show. 

Over the next many 
years, life took some tough 
turns and the passing of 
Szumutku’s dad was just 
one of them. Life on the 
farm in the 1980’s, as for 
most farmers in those years, 
was not easy. Crop failures 
and high interest rates 
saw many farms struggle 
to make ends meet. Szu-
mutku had quit showing 
horses by this time and 
had kept just one mare, 
but somewhere along the 
line, when his wife said to 
him, “If you want to do this 
again (show horses), do it,” 
he decided to start again.

And so began Clydes-
dale Creek and they named 

-
cause the newborn’s resil-
ience after her rough start 
to life was the beginning 
of bigger things to come. 
The little one had stumbled 
into a slough sometime 
after her birth and just 
her head was above water 
when Szumutku found her.

“We pulled the colt out 
of the water and brought 
her in and warmed her 
up,” Szumutku said, “but 
she got an infected navel 
and it didn’t look like she 
would make it.”

Fortunately, little Lucky 
did survive and in the 
grand scheme of things, all 
of the Szumutkus’ horses 

“This was the start of it 
all,” Szumutku said as he 
thinks of Lucky, that little 

have a chance, but in the 
end was actually the be-
ginning of the Clydesdale 
Creek story.

When a wealthy fellow 
came to the Szumutku 
farm, he wanted to pur-
chase the horse and the 
Szumutkus really needed 
the money at the time. But 
in the end, they didn’t sell 
her, and in fact, they never 
bought another mare after 
that.

Though the Szumutkus 
have slowly phased out 
over time, they raised 45 to 
50 Clydes over their many 
years in the business. Szu-
mutku is quick to give 
credit where credit is due.

“I couldn’t’ have done 
it without her,” he says as 
he looks at his wife. “To-
gether we’ve been to four 
world shows; we’ve shown 
all over Canada and the 
United States. The Worlds, 
though, is big-time. It’s like 
the Olympics for Clydes.” 

-
dale Show (WCS) was in 
2007 and their second in 
2011. They admit to feel-
ing like they didn’t know 
a lot when they arrived at 

shows, though they had 
showed well at other levels 
previously.

“Now we were at the 
show of all shows,” Szu-
mutku said. “Some own-
ers had chefs in chef hats 
cooking for their hired 
help. They had fancy deco-
rations, expensive decora-
tions,” he added, saying 
that where some horse 
owners had $2.5 million 
budgets for showing their 
horses, he and his wife 
from little Stockholm, Sas-
katchewan had just $250 
for their decorations.

“Fortunately for me, I 
had a dad who had gone 
to Royal,” Szumutku ex-
plained, “and because of 
that I learned all about pre-
paring horses and showing 
them as a really young guy. 
We (my wife and I) knew 
nothing back then, but we 
could outwork others who 
were there. The wealthy 
want to be as good a horse-
man as us poor people but 
they aren’t.”

2011 turned out to be a 
year to remember for the 
Szumutkus as they trav-
elled to the WCS in Madi-
son, Wisconsin, and not 
necessarily in ways one 
might think. They had 
just arrived in Wiscon-

horses when Delvin had a 
massive heart attack, one 
of three times he required 
medical intervention dur-
ing the time they were in 
Wisconsin for the show.

“They call it the widow-
maker heart attack,” Szu-
mutku said of that experi-
ence. His saving grace was 
being very close to a hospi-
tal where heart specialists 
were able to save his life. 

As for the horses, it was 
the people they had met 
at the worlds in 2007 that 
helped them with their 
horses, showing the horses 
for them and proving to 
them what good friends 
will do for you when you 
need them. On top of that, 
their horses placed really 
well.

“We did amazing that 
year,” Szumutku recounts, 
though he was required to 
stay in the U.S. for several 

days longer while his wife 
drove home alone, pull-
ing their horse trailer and 
its precious cargo back to 
Saskatchewan. It’s an emo-
tional memory for the two 
of them as they recall that 
time in their lives, but in 
the stoic, Saskatchewan 
way, they continued on, 
showing in many places 
over the next several years, 
including two more World 
Clydesdale Shows in 2015 
and in 2018.

In 2018, Szumutku was 
asked to be the head speak-
er at the WSC banquet 
and he and his wife are so 
thankful for that experi-
ence and the many experi-
ences they have been able 
to share together over the 
years and for the count-
less number of friends they 
have made in the business.

Szumutku says, other 
than a couple of instances, 
he never really was injured 
while working with his 
horses. He recounts being 
kicked as an eight-year-old 
and “catching hell” from 
his parents after his mom 
saw the perfect horse print 
on his chest, left behind 
from a stallion he was rid-
ing.

“We couldn’t afford a 
saddle so I rigged up some 
twine to make stirrups and 
I went to bring the cows 
in for milking,” Szumutku 
says of that incident. “The 
stallion took off and when 
I woke up on the ground, 
there were no cows, no 
horses anywhere and just 
the rope stirrup on my 
foot.”

He thinks he was 
dragged and then kicked, 
but whatever happened 
that day, it left quite an 
impression on him—pri-
marily in the middle of his 
chest.

On one other occasion 
he was kicked in the upper 
arm by a colt and it caused 
such a muscle spasm that it 
blew a hole out his shoul-
der. He couldn’t under-
stand why his wife, who he 
believed to be standing at 
the kitchen window, didn’t 
come out to help him as 
his shoulder was bleeding 
bad. As it was, when he 
made it to the house and 
got the bleeding under 
control, he realized Louise 
had never been standing in 
the window to begin with. 

“There’s never been a 
plant hanging in that win-
dow since then,” Louise 
explained, pointing to the 
kitchen window. And to-
day, there is still a clear 
view of the barn from the 
kitchen window and Del-
vin will never again mis-
take a plant for his wife’s 
head.

Szumutku is so modest 
when he talks about the 
horses he has raised say-
ing, “It’s all about the hors-
es. This really just fell into 
our hands.” He is so proud 
of his horses and feels “it’s 
nothing we did,” but in re-
ality, there is much more to 
it than that and it is clear 
he has a special way with 
these large animals and 
is so knowledgeable and 
so skilled at raising show 
horses. 

Continued on page 44

From small Saskatchewan farm
to Budweiser’s lead horse

Delvin at Yorkton Exhibition



This story by Delvin Szumutku appeared in Canadian 
Clydesdale in 2019.

I can’t begin to count the times I have asked why we 
do all this work to get a few horses ready for a show that 
seems to last a few minutes and then it is over. After the 
excitement wanes, the tiredness sets in.

This year (2019) going to the Yorkton Harvest Show-
down was even more so as we had just returned from 
the World Clydesdale Show in Madison, Wisconsin. We 
had taken three horses and one of those horses, Clydes-

later.
At the barn in Yorkton, I was still asking myself why we 

ing 1,000 kids to go through the barns in two days. We, as 

aisle and answer questions for these kids as they come 
through. Lady had been in the aisle for about an hour so 
I decided it should be another horse’s turn, so I cross tied 

her at the other end of the aisle and another horse was 
brought out by another exhibitor. As I was working on 
Lady to get her ready for the show, my brother-in-law, 
John, asked me if I could bring Lady over to the railing 
as he noticed a little boy in a wheel chair that could not 
get close to the other horse because of all the kids. When 

out that his name is Jace and he has a twin brother named 

ing aided and watched over by his brother Joshua and his 
educational assistant Jackie Sedley.

I immediately untied Lady and without a lead shank 
I was going to take her over to Jace. Before I could do 

own. The other children tried to crowd in but John and 

one foot away from Jace’s face. She looked directly into 
his eyes. You could almost feel her asking him, “What’s 
wrong, why are you so quiet?” His eyes were as big as 
saucers. At that moment, they communicated something 
that was above us all. It was as if Lady told him she un-
derstood. She then lowered her muzzle to his cheek and 
they touched for about a minute. A huge smile came to 

his brother and Jackie leave.
In that moment I understood why we do what we do. 

horse. It was those of us around watching that needed 

have to learn.

loudly.
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Grain & Fertilizer Transport
RANDAL FATTEICHER

Bus. Cell: 306-496-7828   |   Cell: 306-743-7828 

boundary trucking@sasktel.net

Licensed Plumbers & Gas Fitters
Heating & Air Conditioning

171-7th Ave. N. – Virden, MB

204-748-1788
info@pphmb.com

Continued from page 43
Szumutku also gives a lot of credit to a stallion he 

raised called Jacob, who he says built Clydesdale Creek. 

for carrying on this tradition. Between Szumutku’s work 

Szumutku continued as he talked about this stallion. “He 

“A fellow in the States where we were showing wanted 
to buy Jacob but was offering me $10,000 less than anoth-

er horse this man had bought and so I said no,” Szumutku 
said. By the time they got Jacob back home from the U.S., 

Today, as Szumutku still works with his Clydes in the 
barn not far from his house, it’s obvious he knows exactly 
what he is doing, but more than that, it is obvious that he 

continued interest in the National Clydesdale Association 

where today he is the President and still travels to Toron-
to to attend meetings. Three years ago, he was asked to 
judge a horse show in South Africa, something he really 

eye and the realization that none of the horses are ever 

to judge.
As for Diesel, one of the most famous Budweiser 

other Budweiser Clydes that came from the Szumutku 
farm. Regardless, it’s been a remarkable journey, not just 
for the Szumutkus, but for Diesel himself!

Why do we do what we do? By Delvin Szumutku

 Whitewood, SK

(306) 735-4328
 Kipling, SK

(306) 736-5328
Moosomin, SK

(306) 434-9323

SUMMER IS COMING!
Contact us for your A/C Quote!

admin@fl atlandplumbing.ca

Don’t forget to book your
ANNUAL FURNACE INSPECTION

204-855-2669 • Oak Lake, MB, 
kreutzermetalsltd@gmail.com

Scrap Metal Wanted
Put money in your wallet with a Spring clean-up of scrap!!

• Farm Scrap
• Junk Cars 
• Copper • Brass 
• Aluminum • Lead • Batteries
• Catalytic Convertors Onsite pick up 

available

Call today to book!Call today to book!

22:tfc

Above from left:  Delvin riding a Belgium at age 4, Delvin’s fi rst Clydes team at age 12, Delvin Szumutku of Stockholm works with Dino, 
one of his young Clydesdale horses.

From small Saskatchewan farm
to Budweiser’s lead horse

Lady and Jace.



The 2026-27 Provincial 
Budget includes a a $662.7 
million investment to agri-
culture, an increase of $37.4 
million or six per cent over 
2025-26.

"This budget protects 
farmers, ranchers and our 
agriculture industry in 
the face of market volatil-
ity and weather-related 
challenges," Agriculture 
Minister David Marit said. 
"By supporting innova-
tion, investing in emerg-
ing technologies, strength-
ening market access and 

fully funding our suite of 
business risk management 
programs, we are helping 
producers stay competitive 
and ready for the future."

A continued $89.4 mil-
lion investment, through 
the Sustainable Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership, 
supports strategic pro-
grams to strengthen the 
agri-food sector and main-
tain Saskatchewan's posi-
tion as a leading agri-food 
exporter with a growing 
value-added sector.

A $524.3 million invest-

ment, an increase of 8.4 
per cent over 2025-26, 
builds sector resilience 
through a strong suite of 
business risk management 
programs including Crop 
Insurance and AgriStabil-
ity. This increased funding 
ensures Saskatchewan pro-
ducers can access reliable 
coverage and responsive 
service delivery that meets 
the needs of their opera-
tions.

Overhead aerial view of 

including wheat and cano-

la, with the words ?protect-
ing agriculture? and  bud-

image.

Saskatchewan has in-
vested $178.6 million in 
agricultural science and 
research, including core 
funding for Saskatche-
wan's world-class research 
institutions and research 
and demonstration farms. 
Research remains a pri-
ority, with $37 million 
budgeted for agriculture 
research to develop new 
technologies and conduct 
state-of-the-art research in 
Saskatchewan. This fund-
ing supports:

Key personnel at Sas-
katchewan crop and live-
stock research facilities;

Research chairs to ad-
vance strategic priorities 
and train the next genera-
tion of producers, agrono-
mists and scientists; and

Research projects that 
demonstrate innovative 
technologies to producers 
and agronomists at the lo-
cal level.

This budget fully funds 
animal welfare enforce-
ment for livestock and 
companion animals in 
Saskatchewan through the 
newly formed Saskatch-
ewan Animal Enforcement 
Agency.

Through an investment 
of $200,000, expanded 
mental health services will 
be available to Saskatch-
ewan agriculture work-
ers and their families. As 
of April 1, 2026, the Farm 
Stress Line will merge with 
the National Farmer Crisis 

dential mental health sup-

port and additional access 
to follow up counselling 
by registered mental health 
clinicians with agricultural 
backgrounds. 

"This budget keeps the 
agriculture sector on track 
to meet 2030 growth plan 

targets while ensuring 
producers have stable, reli-
able programs," Marit said. 
“These strategic invest-
ments support livestock 
and crop production and 
protect our growing agri-
cultural sector.”
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BOOK YOUR SPRING BOOK YOUR SPRING 
RENTALS TODAY!RENTALS TODAY!

Land Management & Tillage

Mandako 50’ 3 plex Land 
Roller ... $5.50/ acre*

Mandako Storm 
(20 or 33’) ... $15/ acre*

Kello-Bilt 16’ 275 Disc
$600/ day

Manure Spreader Construction

Vermeer MS400
$700/ day

KIOTI TL750 Skid Steer
on track ... $400/ day**

YANMAR VIO 35
$395/ day**

Rental units may not be exactly as advertised *Minimum daily charges apply
**Day rates based on 8 hours, additional hours charged at a rate of $25/ hour

CHECK OUT OUR FULL RENTAL LIST AT 
VIRDENAG.CA

560 Commonwealth Drive, Virden, MB
Tel: (204) 748-4469
virdenag.ca

Exhaust

Brakes

Shocks & Struts

Heavy Duty Exhaust

Steering & Suspension

Parts

39 Smith Street West, Yorkton SK

306-782-6050
minutemuffl eryorkton.ca

Monday-Friday  8:00 am-5:00 pm

Provincial budget includes $662 million for agriculture
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Back Row: Miranda Murray, Rachel Tober, Katelyn Rutten 
Front Row: Abby Bartlett, Stella Campbell, Boe Dalrymple, Kaycee Demas, Rhea Shier, Xavier Labelle, and Harper Demas.

Missing: Henri Hjertaas, Oliver Kyle, Oskar Hjertaas, Ava Fitzpatrick, James Fitzpatrick, Olivia Dangstorp, Nelia Fitzpatrick, Damion Semyour, 
and Halle Boyes

Above left: Megan Andersen and Abby Bartlett 
- 1st in Juniors. 

Above middle: Cheryl Harrison and Katelyn 
Rutten - Senior 1st Place

Above right: Kathy Kyle and Rhea Shier - 
1st Cloverbud

Left: MC Eli Bartlett

Right: Lori Moncrief and Kaycee Demas - 

1st in Intermediate

BY ABBY BARTLETT AND GLEN EWEN MIXED 4-H
For most people, the fear of speaking in front of a crowd 

can be debilitating—but not for these 4-H members.
On February 22, Glen Ewen Mixed 4-H hosted its Dis-

trict Public Speaking event at the Carnduff Community 
Theatre. The Master of Ceremonies for the day was Eli 
Bartlett. Judges included Kathy Kyle, Lori Moncrief, Me-
gan Andersen, and Cheryl Harrison.

Nineteen members from the Alameda 4-H Beef Club, 
Alida & Area 4-H Beef Club, Carnduff & Area Beef 4-H 
Club, Glen Ewen Mixed 4-H Club, and the Redvers Wran-
glers 4-H Light Horse Club participated in the event.

Cloverbud winners 
1st place – Rhea Shier (Alameda Beef)
2nd place – Boe Dalrymple (Alida & Area Beef)
3rd place – Olivia Dangstorp (Carnduff & Area Beef)

Junior winners 
1st place – Abby Bartlett (Glen Ewen Mixed)
2nd place – Ava Fitzpatrick (Carnduff & Area Beef)
3rd place – Xavier Labelle (Alameda Beef)

Intermediate winners
1st place – Kaycee Demas (Alida & Area Beef)
2nd place – Damion Seymour (Carnduff & Area Beef)

3rd place – Halle Boyes (Carnduff & Area Beef)

Senior winners
1st place – Katelyn Rutten (Alameda 4-H Beef Club)
2nd place – Miranda Murray (Redvers Wranglers 4-H 

Light Horse Club)
3rd place – Rachel Tober (Alameda & Area Beef)

Speaking, which will be held in Foam Lake on March 28, 
2026.

Thank you to our sponsors: the Village of Glen Ewen, 
R.M. of Enniskillen No. 3, and Souris Flats Ranch.

Glen Ewen Mixed 4-H hosts District Public Speaking
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Visit us online!

www.quotewithhub.com

Insurance advisors 
you can count on
year round!

Spring is right around 
the corner; let’s make 
sure you’re prepared.
We designed our farm policies to 
meet the unique needs of each 
farm – making sure farmers, their 
families, and their operations 
can stay safe and protected. All 
our farm policies also include 
coverage for the home, 
property, and personal liability.

What’s covered?
FarmLite™ Policy 
This policy is designed to protect customers 
who have minimal farming activity, or where 
farming is a secondary or hobby aspect to 
their rural lifestyle.

FarmGen™ Policy
This policy is designed to protect smaller, 
family-farm style operations of less than 
1,500 acres and where at least half of the 
farmer’s income is generated from farming.

We offer farmers the opportunity to 
customize their insurance to fit their 
individual needs.

Your Story is Ours to Protect.Ready for tomorrow.

Talk to a HUB insurance broker to find out if 
FarmLite™ or FarmGen™ are best for you.

615 Main Street 
Moosomin, SK 
306 - 435 - 2714

HUBxRRM Plain and Valley and Ag News Ad - March and April 2026.indd   2 3/5/2026   3:28:11 PM
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Guy Wall
(306) 435-0215

Scan for 
more!

Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

Michael
Vantomme

(306) 608-6808

www.celebrationford.com • 1-800-880-4533 • 306-435-3313 • MOOSOMIN, SK  

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

2023 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee L Overland

STOCK# 
6S017A

48,000 KMS
MASSAGE SEATS
LEATHER SEATS

$53,900
$209/wk OAC

2023 Kia
Telluride EX

STOCK# 
6S074A

50,000 KMS
LEATHER INTERIOR

7 PASSENGER

$44,900
$175/wk OAC

NEW RIDES READY TO ROLL!NEW RIDES READY TO ROLL!NEW RIDES READY TO ROLL!NEW RIDES READY TO ROLL!

2016 Toyota
Corolla LE

STOCK# 
6S008A

167,000 KMS
HEATED SEATS
GREAT ON FUEL

$18,900
$126/wk OAC

2022 Ford Escape 
Titanium

STOCK# 
6S024A

90,000 KMS
HYBRID

AWD

$29,900
$119/wk OAC

2024 Ford Edge
ST Line

STOCK# 
6S079A

59,800 KMS
12” SCREEN

PANORAMIC ROOF

$38,900
$153/wk OAC

2019 Ford Edge ST

STOCK# 
6S033A

105,000 KMS
PANORAMIC ROOF

HTD/CLD SEATS

$30,900
$134/wk OAC

2019 GMC
Acadia SLT

STOCK# 
6S051A

163,000 KMS
LEATHER SEATS

POWER LIFTGATE

$23,900
$105/wk OAC

2017 Kia Forte EX

STOCK# 
6S058B

67,000 KMS
MOONROOF

FUEL EFFICIENT

$17,900
$103/wk OAC

2018 Chrysler 300 
Limited

STOCK# 
5T242A

128,000 KMS
LEATHER INTERIOR

 AWD

$21,900
$108/wk OAC

2021 Chevrolet 
Traverse LT

STOCK# 
6S058A

70,500 KMS
VERSATILE CARGO

REMOTE START

$35,900
$155/wk OAC

2019 Ford
EcoSport SES

STOCK# 
5S095B

91,000 KMS
REMOTE START

MOONROOF

$19,900
$89/wk OAC

2024 Ford F-150 
XTR

STOCK# 
5T180A

74,000 KMS
 5.0L V8

6.5 FT BOX

$52,900
$205/wk OAC

2024 Ford
F-150 Lariat

STOCK# 
6T042A

61,000 KMS
SPORT EDITION

MOONROOF

$69,900
$269/wk OAC

2022 Ford
Escape SE

STOCK# 
5S206B

36,500 KMS
HTD STEERING WHL

REMOTE START

$28,900
$115/wk OAC

At your ONLY family Ford store in Moosomin!

FIREWORKS COMPETITION

SAVE THE DATE

AUGUST 1 & 2, 2026
(AUGUST LONG WEEKEND)

MOOSOMIN REGIONAL PARK

EASTERN CANADA VS WESTERN CANADA
MUSIC BOTH NIGHTS  -  FOOD TRUCKS  -  MARKET AND MORE!

For more information contact Kyle Jeannot at 306-434-9112

• Skout Brewing on site
• The Hideout kids activity trailer
• Kids games & activities at 

the beach both days 

Campground 
bookings 

for the 2026 
season are 
now open!

Saturday, August 1st - DJ Dumo
Sunday, August 2nd - Live Band 
“North of Dewdney”


